
WAC 296-54-511  Personal protective equipment (PPE).  (1) Protec-
tive equipment, including personal protective equipment for eyes, 
face, head, hearing and extremities, protective clothing, respiratory 
devices and protective shields and barriers, must be used, and main-
tained in a sanitary and reliable condition wherever it is necessary 
by reason of hazards of processes or environment, chemical hazards, 
radiological hazards, or mechanical irritants encountered in a manner 
capable of causing injury or impairment in the function of any part of 
the body through absorption, inhalation or physical contact.

(2) Personal protective equipment, including any personal protec-
tive equipment provided by an employee, must be maintained in a serv-
iceable condition.

(3) All personal protective equipment must be of safe design and 
construction for the work to be performed.

(4) Personal protective equipment, including any personal protec-
tive equipment provided by an employee, must be inspected before ini-
tial use during each workshift. Defects or damage must be repaired or 
the unserviceable personal protective equipment must be replaced be-
fore work is commenced.

(5) Personal protective equipment required by this standard must 
be provided at no cost to the employee.
Note: The employer is not required to provide logging boots for employees. The cost of logging boots may be borne by employees. The employer 

must ensure, however, that logging boots as well as all PPE provided by the employer, are worn by employees and are in serviceable condition 
and meet the requirements in subsection (5) of this section.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, 49.17.060, 
and chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 17-17-131, § 296-54-511, filed 8/22/17, ef-
fective 10/22/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 
49.17.050, 49.17.060. WSR 09-05-071, § 296-54-511, filed 2/17/09, ef-
fective 4/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, [49.17].040 and 
[49.17].050. WSR 99-17-117, § 296-54-511, filed 8/18/99, effective 
12/1/99. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, [49.17].050 and 
[49.17].060. WSR 96-22-013, § 296-54-511, filed 10/28/96, effective 
1/1/97. Statutory Authority: Chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 94-20-057 (Order 
94-16), § 296-54-511, filed 9/30/94, effective 11/20/94. Statutory Au-
thority: RCW 49.17.040 and 49.17.050. WSR 83-24-013 (Order 83-34), § 
296-54-511, filed 11/30/83. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, 
49.17.050, 49.17.240, chapters 43.22 and 42.30 RCW. WSR 80-11-057 (Or-
der 80-15), § 296-54-511, filed 8/20/80. Statutory Authority: RCW 
49.17.040, 49.17.150 and 49.17.240. WSR 79-10-081 (Order 79-14), § 
296-54-511, filed 9/21/79.]
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