
WAC 296-59-003  Scope and application.  (1) The rules of this 
chapter are applicable to all persons, firms, corporations, or others 
engaged in the operation of organized ski areas and facilities within 
the jurisdiction of the department of labor and industries. These 
rules must augment the WAC general horizontal standards, specifically 
referenced WAC vertical standards, and specifically referenced nation-
al standards or manuals.

(2) In the event that specific provisions of this chapter may 
conflict with any other WAC chapter, national standard, or manual, the 
provisions of this chapter must prevail.

(3) The rules of this chapter must not be applied to rescue crews 
during the time that rescue procedures are in process provided that 
reasonably prudent methods, equipment, and processes are employed. 
Personnel directly engaged in rescue operations must not be subjected 
to the immediate restraint provisions of RCW 49.17.130.

(4) Nothing herein contained must prevent the use of existing ski 
lift and tow equipment during its lifetime unless specific require-
ments of this chapter require retrofitting or modifications, provided 
that it must be in conformance with applicable national or state code 
requirements at the time of manufacture and be maintained in good con-
dition to conform with safety factors for the materials and method of 
manufacture used.

(5) Severability. If any provision of this chapter, or its appli-
cation to any person, firm, corporation, or circumstance is held inva-
lid under state (RCW) or national (Public Law) laws, the remainder of 
this chapter, or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected.

(6) Variance and procedure. Recognizing that conditions may exist 
which do not exactly meet the literal requirements of this or other 
applicable Title 296 WAC standards, pursuant to RCW 49.17.080 and 
49.17.090, the director of the department of labor and industries or 
his/her authorized representative may permit a variance when other 
means of providing an equivalent measure of protection are afforded. 
The specific requirements and procedures for variance application are 
contained in chapter 296-900 WAC, Administrative rules. Application 
forms may be obtained from the assistant director for safety and 
health or from regional departmental offices.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, and 
49.17.060. WSR 17-16-132, § 296-59-003, filed 8/1/17, effective 
9/1/17; WSR 07-03-163, § 296-59-003, filed 1/24/07, effective 4/1/07. 
Statutory Authority: Chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 88-14-108 (Order 88-11), § 
296-59-003, filed 7/6/88.]
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