
WAC 296-869-60035  Elevating and lowering the platform.  (1) You 
must have the operator make sure all of the following are done before 
each elevation of the platform:

(a) The elevating work platform is on a surface that is within 
the limits specified by the manufacturer;

(b) Outriggers, stabilizers, extendable axes, or other stability 
enhancing means are used as required by the manufacturer;

(c) Guardrails are installed and access gates or openings are 
closed per the manufacturer's instructions;

(d) The load and its distribution on the platform and any plat-
form extension does not exceed the manufacturer's rated capacity for 
the configuration being used;

(e) There is adequate clearance from overhead obstructions;
(f) The minimum safe approach distance (MSAD) to energized power 

lines and parts listed in Table 6, Minimum Safe Approach Distance, is 
maintained;

(g) All persons on the platform are wearing fall protection devi-
ces and other safety gear if required.

(2) You must prevent rope, electric cords, hoses and similar ob-
jects from becoming entangled with the platform.

(3) You must have the operator make sure the area is clear of 
personnel and equipment before lowering the platform.

(4) You must remove all personnel from a platform that has been 
caught, snagged, or otherwise prevented from normal motion before at-
tempting to free it using ground controls.
Note: If possible, reverse the platform controls to free a platform that is caught, snagged, or otherwise prevented from normal motion by an adjacent 

structure or other obstacle.

Table 6
Minimum Safe Approach Distance

Voltage
Minimum Safe Approach 

Distance
Less than 300 volts 
(insulated lines)

3 feet (0.9 m)

Less than 300 volts 
(uninsulated lines)

10 feet (3.1 m)

300 volts to 50 kv 10 feet (3.1 m)
More than 50 kv 10 feet (3.1 m) + 0.4 inches (1.0 

cm)
for each 1 kv over 50 kv

[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050. WSR 
15-23-086, § 296-869-60035, filed 11/17/15, effective 12/18/15. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, 49.17.060. WSR 
06-19-073, § 296-869-60035, filed 9/19/06, effective 1/1/07.]
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