
WAC 173-204-310  Sediment quality standards designation proce-
dures.  Any person may use these procedures to determine a sediment's 
designation using the applicable sediment quality standards of WAC 
173-204-320 through 173-204-340. Any person who designates test sedi-
ments using the procedures of this section shall meet the sampling and 
testing plan requirements of WAC 173-204-600 and records management 
requirements of WAC 173-204-610. Test sediments designated using the 
procedures of this section shall be sampled and analyzed using the Pu-
get Sound protocols or other methods approved by the department, and 
shall use an appropriate quality assurance/quality control program, as 
determined by the department. A sediment sample that passes the ini-
tial designation procedures is designated as complying with the appli-
cable sediment quality standards of WAC 173-204-320 through 
173-204-340, until such time as any person or the department confirms 
the sediment designation as failing the applicable sediment quality 
standards of WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340. A sediment sample 
that fails the initial designation procedures is designated as not 
complying with the applicable sediment quality standards of WAC 
173-204-320 through 173-204-340, until such time as any person or the 
department confirms the sediment designation as passing the applicable 
sediment quality standards of WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340. A 
sediment sample that passes or fails the confirmatory designation pro-
cedures is designated as such under the procedures of WAC 173-204-310. 
Sediments shall be designated with the applicable sediment quality 
standards of WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340 as follows:

(1) Initial designation. Sediments that have been chemically ana-
lyzed for the applicable chemical concentration criteria of WAC 
173-204-320 through 173-204-340 shall be designated as follows:

(a) Sediments with chemical concentrations equal to or less than 
all the applicable chemical and human health criteria are designated 
as having no adverse effects on biological resources, and not posing a 
significant health threat to humans, and pass the applicable sediment 
quality standards of WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340.

(b) Sediments with chemical concentrations which exceed any one 
applicable chemical or human health criterion in WAC 173-204-320 
through 173-204-340 are designated as having adverse effects on bio-
logical resources or posing significant human health threats, and fail 
the sediment quality standards of WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340, 
pending confirmatory designation.

(2) Confirmatory designation. Any person or the department may 
confirm the designation of sediments which have either passed or 
failed initial designation procedures listed in subsection (1) of this 
section using the applicable biological testing of WAC 173-204-315, as 
required below. Sediment samples that pass all the required confirma-
tory biological tests are designated as passing the applicable sedi-
ment quality standards of WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340, not-
withstanding the sediment's previous initial designation under subsec-
tion (1) of this section. Any sediment sample which fails any one of 
the required confirmatory biological tests shall be designated as 
failing the applicable sediment quality standards of WAC 173-204-320 
through 173-204-340, notwithstanding the sediment's previous initial 
designation under subsection (1) of this section. The confirmatory bi-
ological test standards are described below.

(a) To confirm the designation of a sediment which either passed 
or failed any applicable chemical concentration criterion established 
in WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340, the sediment shall be tested 
for:
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(i) Two of the acute effects biological tests described in the 
applicable standards of WAC 173-204-315; and

(ii) One of the chronic effects biological tests described in the 
applicable standards of WAC 173-204-315.

(b) Sediments with chemical concentrations which either passed or 
failed any applicable human health criterion of WAC 173-204-320 
through 173-204-340 shall be eligible for confirmatory designation as 
follows: Reserved: The department shall determine on a case-by-case 
basis the criteria, methods, and procedures necessary to meet the in-
tent of this chapter.

(3) Initial and confirmatory designation of sediments which con-
tain other toxic, radioactive, biological, or deleterious substances. 
Sediments which contain other toxic, radioactive, biological, or dele-
terious substances, as defined in WAC 173-204-200(17), shall be desig-
nated by the department using the following procedures.

(a) The department shall:
(i) Identify individual contaminants of concern;
(ii) Identify appropriate and practicable sampling and analysis 

methodologies;
(iii) Identify test interpretation standards for initial and con-

firmatory designation; and
(iv) Identify acceptable levels of sediment contamination for 

sediments which contain other toxic, radioactive, biological, or dele-
terious substances.

(b) Where sediment containing other toxic, radioactive, biologi-
cal or deleterious substances may also be contaminated by chemicals 
identified in WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340, the department 
shall require application of the appropriate tests and standards of 
WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340, as determined by the department, 
in addition to any requirements developed pursuant to (a) of this sub-
section.

(c) The department may use all or some of the sediment biological 
tests of WAC 173-204-320 through 173-204-340 to designate sediments 
with other toxic, radioactive, biological or deleterious substances in 
cases where those tests are technically appropriate, as determined by 
the department.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 70.105D and 90.48 RCW. WSR 13-06-014 
(Order 08-07), § 173-204-310, filed 2/25/13, effective 9/1/13. Statu-
tory Authority: Chapters 43.21C, 70.105D, 90.48, 90.52, 90.54 and 
90.70 RCW. WSR 91-08-019 (Order 90-41), § 173-204-310, filed 3/27/91, 
effective 4/27/91.]
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