WAC 181-82-130 Assignment of persons providing instruction of
Braille to students. (1) No certificated school district employee
shall be assigned to provide instruction of Braille to students who
has not demonstrated competency with the standards for Unified English
Braille code by:

(a) Successful completion of the National Certification in Uni-
fied English Braille (NCUEB) assessment from the National Blindness
Professional Certification Board (NBPCB); or

(b) Successful completion of Library of Congress certification in
Braille transcription; or

(c) Successful completion of the Braille competency test devel-
oped at Washington State School for the Blind; or

(d) Successful completion of any other test approved for use by
the professional educator standards board.

(2) No classified school district employee working under the su-
pervision of a certificated school district employee, which certifica-
ted employee meets the requirement of subsection (1) of this section,
may produce Braille material or provide instruction in the Braille
code unless the employee has demonstrated competency with the stand-
ards for Unified English Braille code as provided under subsection (1)
of this section.

(3) (a) Each school district is responsible for monitoring the ap-
propriate assignment of personnel under subsections (1) and (2) of
this section.

(b) Any person under subsections (1) and (2) of this section
shall have one year from the date of hire to successfully pass the
testing requirement under subsection (1) of this section.

(c) The Washington Ogden Resource Center shall forward to the
professional educator standards board the names of individuals who
have passed the testing requirement under subsection (1) of this sec-
tion and the date of passage. The center also shall forward to the
professional educator standards board the names of individuals who
have not passed the testing requirement within one year and the name
of the employing school district of the individual.

(4) The professional educator standards board shall establish a
test review committee which shall be responsible for developing crite-
ria to evaluate a test under subsection (1) of this section. No test
shall be considered for approval by the professional educator stand-
ards board under subsection (1) (d) of this section unless it has been
evaluated by the test review committee and a recommendation for appro-
val or disapproval has been submitted to the board. At a minimum, the
membership of the committee shall include persons representing:

(a) National Federation of the Blind of Washington;

(b) Washington council of the blind;

(c) Association of education and rehabilitation of the blind and
visually impaired of Washington;

(d) Washington instructional resource center for the visually im-
paired;

(e) Washington state school for the blind; and

(f) Office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(5) A person who has met the requirement of subsection (1) of
this section shall maintain their facility with the current Unified
English Braille code by meeting the requirements for recertification
or renewal of one of the approved exams or certificates, if the exam
or certificate offers a recertification or renewal option.

(6) Individuals who seek through subsection (5) of this section
to remain eligible to work with visually impaired students are respon-
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sible for documenting completion of recertification or renewal for one
of the approved exams or certificates, if the exam or certificate of-
fers a recertification or renewal option. Such individuals are strong-
ly encouraged to provide a copy of their documentation to their em-
ploying school district. The documentation shall not be collected by
the professional educator standards board. However, the documentation
could be audited for purposes of compliance with basic education ap-
propriation requirements under WAC 180-16-195.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.410 RCW. WSR  21-08-024, S
181-82-130, filed 3/29/21, effective 4/29/21; WSR 17-17-135, S
181-82-130, filed 8/22/17, effective 9/22/17. Statutory Authority: RCW
28A.410.210. WSR 16-04-128, § 181-82-130, filed 2/3/16, effective
3/5/16; WSR 06-14-010, § 181-82-130, filed 6/22/06, effective 7/23/06.
WSR 06-02-051, recodified as § 181-82-130, filed 12/29/05, effective
1/1/06. Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.305.130 (1) and (2), 28A.410.010,
28A.150.220(4). WSR 01-13-110, § 180-82-130, filed 6/20/01, effective
7/21/01; WSR 99-04-008, § 180-82-130, filed 1/21/99, effective
2/21/99.]
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