
WAC 246-215-03705  Disposition—Examination, hold orders, condem-
nation, and destruction of food.  (1) The PERMIT HOLDER or PERSON IN CHARGE 
of a FOOD ESTABLISHMENT in which FOOD has been improperly handled, stored, 
or prepared shall:

(a) Voluntarily destroy the questionable FOOD; or
(b) Contact the REGULATORY AUTHORITY to determine if the FOOD is safe 

for human consumption.
(2) The PERMIT HOLDER or PERSON IN CHARGE of a FOOD ESTABLISHMENT shall 

denature or destroy any FOOD if the REGULATORY AUTHORITY determines the FOOD 
presents an imminent or actual health hazard.

(3) The REGULATORY AUTHORITY may examine or collect samples of FOOD as 
often as necessary for enforcement of these regulations.

(4) The REGULATORY AUTHORITY may, after notice to the PERMIT HOLDER or 
PERSON IN CHARGE, place a written hold order on any suspect FOOD until a 
determination on its safety can be made and shall:

(a) Tag;
(b) Label; or
(c) Otherwise identify any FOOD subject to the hold order and com-

plete a form APPROVED by the Washington state department of health for 
all suspect FOOD.

(5) The hold order issued by the REGULATORY AUTHORITY must include:
(a) Instructions for filing a written request for a hearing with 

the REGULATORY AUTHORITY within ten calendar days; and
(b) Notification that if a hearing is not requested in accordance 

with the instructions provided in the hold order, and the REGULATORY AU-
THORITY does not vacate the hold order, the FOOD must be destroyed under 
the supervision of a representative of the REGULATORY AUTHORITY.

(6) When FOOD is subject to a hold order by the REGULATORY AUTHORITY, 
the PERMIT HOLDER and PERSON IN CHARGE are prohibited from:

(a) Using the FOOD;
(b) Serving the FOOD; or
(c) Removing the FOOD from the FOOD ESTABLISHMENT.
(7) The REGULATORY AUTHORITY may allow storage of FOOD under condi-

tions specified in the hold order, unless storage is not possible 
without RISK to public health, in which case immediate destruction 
shall be ordered and must be accomplished by the PERMIT HOLDER or PERSON 
IN CHARGE of the FOOD ESTABLISHMENT.

(8) Based upon evidence provided at the hearing, the REGULATORY AU-
THORITY may either:

(a) Vacate the hold order; or
(b) Direct the PERMIT HOLDER or PERSON IN CHARGE of the FOOD ESTABLISHMENT 

by written order to:
(i) Denature or destroy such FOOD; or
(ii) Bring the FOOD into compliance with the provisions of these 

regulations.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.20.050 and 43.20.145. WSR 21-01-122, § 
246-215-03705, filed 12/15/20, effective 3/1/22; WSR 13-03-109, § 
246-215-03705, filed 1/17/13, effective 5/1/13.]
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