WAC 434-261-100 Ballot duplication procedures. (1) If a ballot
is damaged, unreadable, uncountable, or unable to be resolved by the
tabulation system, a team of two or more people working together must
duplicate ballots to reflect the voter's intent according to WAC
434-261-086. A different team of two or more people working together
must audit every duplicated ballot to verify the ballots were duplica-
ted correctly. The voter's original ballot may not be altered. The
county auditor shall tabulate the duplicate ballot.

If voter intent is not clear, the ballot must be referred to the
canvassing board. When duplicating ballots, the county auditor shall
take the following steps to create and maintain an audit trail of the
action taken:

(a) Each original ballot and duplicate ballot must be assigned
the same unique control number, with the number being marked upon the
face of each ballot, to ensure that each duplicate ballot may be tied
back to the original ballot;

(b) A log must be kept of the ballots duplicated, which must at
least include:

(1) The control number of each original ballot and the corre-
sponding duplicate ballot;

(ii) The initials of at least two people who participated in the
duplication of each ballot; and

(iii) The total number of ballots duplicated.

Original and duplicate ballots must be kept in secure storage at
all times, except during duplication, inspection by the canvassing
board, or tabulation.

(2) Written procedures shall be established detailing the situa-
tions in which ballots may be duplicated. These procedures shall be
included as a part of the county canvassing board manual.

(3) If a county uses an automated duplication program, only votes
appearing in a human-readable form on the original ballot may be du-
plicated onto a machine-readable ballot. The human-readable votes on
the original ballot must be compared to the votes printed on the du-
plicated ballot to ensure that the votes are duplicated accurately. If
a human-readable version of any races or ballot pages of the original
ballot are not returned or available, votes in those races may not be
duplicated or counted.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.011, 29A.24.091, 29A.24.311,
29A.60.021, 29A.60.185, 29A.60.170, 29A.60.110, and 29A.60.235. WSR
19-01-102, § 434-261-100, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19. Statutory
Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 14-06-040, S 434-261-100, filed
2/26/14, effective 3/29/14; WSR 05-17-145, § 434-261-100, filed
8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080,
29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, § 434-261-100,
filed 10/13/97, effective 11/13/97.]
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