
WAC 173-303-160  Containers.  (1) Waste quantity. Containers and 
inner liners will not be considered as a part of the waste when meas-
uring or calculating the quantity of a dangerous waste. Only the 
weight of the residues in nonempty or nonrinsed containers or inner 
liners will be considered when determining waste quantities.

(2) A container or inner liner is "empty" when:
(a) All wastes in it have been taken out that can be removed us-

ing practices commonly employed to remove materials from that type of 
container or inner liner (for example, pouring, pumping, aspirating, 
etc.) and:

(i) No more than one inch of waste remains at the bottom of the 
container or inner liner; or

(ii) No more than 3 percent by weight of the total capacity of 
the container remains in the container or inner liner if the container 
is less than or equal to 119 gallons in size; or

(iii) No more than 0.3 percent by weight of the total capacity of 
the container remains in the container or inner liner if the container 
is greater than 119 gallons in size.

A container that held compressed gas is empty when the pressure 
inside the container equals or nearly equals atmospheric pressure; and

(b) If the container or inner liner held acutely hazardous waste, 
as defined in WAC 173-303-040, toxic EHW as defined in WAC 173-303-100 
or pesticides bearing the danger or warning label, the container or 
inner liner has been rinsed at least three times with an appropriate 
cleaner or solvent. The volume of cleaner or solvent used for each 
rinsing must be ten percent or more of the container's or inner lin-
er's capacity or of sufficient quantity to thoroughly decontaminate 
the container. In lieu of rinsing for containers that might be damaged 
or made unusable by rinsing with liquids (for example, fiber or card-
board containers without inner liners), an empty container may be vac-
uum cleaned, struck, with the open end of the container up, three 
times (for example, on the ground, with a hammer or hand) to remove or 
loosen particles from the inner walls and corners, and vacuum cleaned 
again. Equipment used for the vacuum cleaning of residues from con-
tainers or inner liners must be decontaminated before discarding, in 
accordance with procedures approved by the department. A container or 
inner liner is also considered "empty" if the container or inner liner 
has been cleaned by another method that has been shown in the scien-
tific literature, or by tests conducted by the generator, to achieve 
equivalent removal.

Any rinsate or vacuumed residue that results from the cleaning of 
containers or inner liners must, whenever possible, be reused in a 
manner consistent with the original intended purpose of the substance 
in the container or inner liner. In the case of a farmer, if the rin-
sate is a pesticide residue then the rinsate must be managed or reused 
in a manner consistent with the application instructions on the pesti-
cide label. On-site disposal or burial of pesticide residues is pro-
hibited. Otherwise, the rinsate must be checked against the designa-
tion requirements (WAC 173-303-070 through 173-303-100) and, if desig-
nated, managed according to the requirements of this chapter.

(c) In the case of a container, the inner liner, that prevented 
the container from contact with the commercial chemical product or 
manufacturing chemical, has been removed.

(3)(a) Any residues remaining in containers or inner liners that 
are "empty" as described in subsection (2) of this section will not be 
subject to the requirements of this chapter, and will not be consid-
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ered as accumulated wastes for the purposes of calculating waste quan-
tities.

(b) Any dangerous waste in either: A container that is not empty, 
or an inner liner removed from a container that is not empty (as de-
fined in subsection (2) of this section) is subject to the require-
ments of this chapter.

(4) A person who cannot meet the provisions in (2)(b) of this 
section may petition the department to approve alternative container 
rinsing processes in accordance with WAC 173-303-910(1).

(5) Containers of dangerous waste pharmaceuticals are subject to 
WAC 173-303-555(8) for determining when they are considered empty, in 
lieu of this section, except as provided by WAC 173-303-555 (8)(c) and 
(d).
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 70.105, 70.105D RCW and Subtitle C of 
RCRA. WSR 20-20-045 (Order 19-07), § 173-303-160, filed 9/30/20, ef-
fective 10/31/20. Statutory Authority: Chapters 70.105 and 70.105D 
RCW. WSR 09-14-105 (Order 07-12), § 173-303-160, filed 6/30/09, effec-
tive 7/31/09. Statutory Authority: Chapters 70.105, 70.105D, 15.54 RCW 
and RCW 70.105.007. WSR 00-11-040 (Order 99-01), § 173-303-160, filed 
5/10/00, effective 6/10/00. Statutory Authority: Chapters 70.105 and 
70.105D RCW. WSR 98-03-018 (Order 97-03), § 173-303-160, filed 
1/12/98, effective 2/12/98; WSR 95-22-008 (Order 94-30), § 
173-303-160, filed 10/19/95, effective 11/19/95; WSR 94-01-060 (Order 
92-33), § 173-303-160, filed 12/8/93, effective 1/8/94. Statutory Au-
thority: Chapters 70.105 and 70.105D RCW, 40 C.F.R. Part 271.3 and 
RCRA § 3006 (42 U.S.C. 3251). WSR 91-07-005 (Order 90-42), § 
173-303-160, filed 3/7/91, effective 4/7/91. Statutory Authority: 
Chapter 70.105 RCW. WSR 86-12-057 (Order DE-85-10), § 173-303-160, 
filed 6/3/86; WSR 84-09-088 (Order DE 83-36), § 173-303-160, filed 
4/18/84. Statutory Authority: Chapter 70.105 RCW and RCW 70.95.260. 
WSR 82-05-023 (Order DE 81-33), § 173-303-160, filed 2/10/82. Formerly 
WAC 173-302-140.]
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