
WAC 220-340-480  Commercial crab fishery—Gear limits—Coastal. 
(1) Coastal crab pot limit.

(a) It is unlawful for a person to take or fish for Dungeness 
crab for commercial purposes in Grays Harbor, Willapa Bay, the Colum-
bia River, or waters of the Pacific Ocean adjacent to the state of 
Washington unless the person's Dungeness crab coastal fishery license 
or the equivalent Oregon or California Dungeness crab fishery license 
is assigned a crab pot limit. A violation of this subsection is pun-
ishable under RCW 77.15.520 Commercial fishing—Unlawful gear or meth-
ods—Penalty.

(b) It is unlawful for a person to deploy or fish more shellfish 
pots than the number of shellfish pots assigned to the license held by 
that person, unless authorized under a permit issued by the director. 
A violation of this subsection is a gross misdemeanor, punishable un-
der RCW 77.15.520 Commercial fishing—Unlawful gear or methods—Penal-
ty.

(c) It is unlawful to use any vessel other than the vessel desig-
nated on a license to operate or possess shellfish pots assigned to 
that license. A violation of this subsection is a gross misdemeanor, 
punishable under RCW 77.15.530 Unlawful use of a nondesignated vessel
—Penalty.

(d) It is unlawful for a person to take or fish for Dungeness 
crab or to deploy crab pots unless the person is in possession of val-
id documentation issued by the department that specifies the crab pot 
limit assigned to the license. A violation of this subsection is a 
misdemeanor, punishable under RCW 77.15.540 Unlawful use of a commer-
cial fishery license—Penalty.

(e) Beginning May 1, through September 15, it is unlawful to 
leave Dungeness crab pots deployed in Grays Harbor, Willapa Bay, Co-
lumbia River, or waters of the Pacific Ocean adjacent to the state of 
Washington for more than 14 consecutive days without making a Dunge-
ness crab landing.

(2) Grays Harbor pot limit of 200. It is unlawful for any person 
to take or fish for crab for commercial purposes in Grays Harbor 
(Catch Area 60B) with more than 200 shellfish pots in the aggregate. 
It is unlawful for any group of persons using the same vessel to take 
or fish for crab for commercial purposes in Grays Harbor with more 
than 200 shellfish pots. Violation of this subsection is a gross mis-
demeanor, punishable under RCW 77.15.520 Commercial fishing—Unlawful 
gear or methods—Penalty.

(3) Determination of permanent coastal crab pot limits.
(a) The number of crab pots assigned to a Washington Dungeness 

crab coastal fishery license, or to an equivalent Oregon or California 
Dungeness crab fishery license is based on documented landings of 
Dungeness crab taken from waters of the Pacific Ocean south of the 
United States/Canada border and west of the Bonilla-Tatoosh line, and 
from coastal estuaries in the states of Washington, Oregon, and Cali-
fornia. Documented landings may be evidenced only by valid Washington 
state shellfish receiving tickets, or equivalent valid documents from 
the states of Oregon and California, which show Dungeness crab were 
taken between December 1, 1996, and September 16, 1999. Such documents 
must have been received by the respective states no later than October 
15, 1999.

(b) The following criteria is used to determine and assign a crab 
pot limit to a Dungeness crab coastal fishery license, or to an equiv-
alent Oregon or California Dungeness crab fishery license:
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(i) The three "qualifying coastal Dungeness crab seasons" are 
from December 1, 1996, through September 15, 1997; from December 1, 
1997, through September 15, 1998; and from December 1, 1998, through 
September 15, 1999. Of the three qualifying seasons, the one with the 
most poundage of Dungeness crab landed on a license determines the 
crab pot limit for that license. A crab pot limit of 300 will be as-
signed to a license with landings totaling up to 35,999 pounds and a 
crab pot limit of 500 will be assigned to a license with landings to-
taling 36,000 pounds of crab or more.

(ii) Landings of Dungeness crab made in the states of Oregon or 
California on valid Dungeness crab fisheries licenses during a quali-
fying season may be used for purposes of assigning a crab pot limit to 
a Dungeness crab fishery license, provided that documentation of the 
landings is provided to the department by the Oregon department of 
fish and wildlife and/or the California department of fish and game.

(iii) Landings of Dungeness crab made in Washington, Oregon, and 
California on valid Dungeness crab fishery licenses during a qualify-
ing season may be combined for purposes of assigning a crab pot limit, 
provided that the same vessel was named on the licenses, and the same 
person held the licenses. A crab pot limit assigned as a result of 
combined landings is invalidated by any subsequent split in ownership 
of the licenses. No vessel named on a Dungeness crab fishery license 
will be assigned more than one coastal crab pot limit.

(4) Appeals of coastal crab pot limits. An appeal of a crab pot 
limit by a coastal commercial license holder must be filed with the 
department on or before October 18, 2001. The shellfish pot limit as-
signed to a license by the department will remain in effect until such 
time as the appeal process is concluded.

(5) Summer management period – Pot limits. Beginning May 1 
through September 15, it is unlawful for a person to deploy or fish 
more than the specified reduced pot limit assigned to each license, 
unless otherwise authorized by permit issued by the director. Each pot 
deployed during the summer management period must possess a summer 
buoy tag, unless authorized by permit issued by the director.

(a) Licenses with a permanent pot limit of 500 will be assigned a 
reduced pot limit of 330 pots.

(b) Licenses with a permanent pot limit of 300 will be assigned a 
reduced pot limit of 200 pots.

(c) It is unlawful to deploy gear that includes tags other than 
the summer buoy tag, unless authorized by permit issued by the direc-
tor.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.020, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047. WSR 
21-24-031 (Order 21-259), § 220-340-480, filed 11/22/21, effective 
1/1/22; WSR 20-04-066 (Order 20-15), § 220-340-480, filed 1/31/20, ef-
fective 3/2/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 
77.04.020, 77.04.055, and 77.12.047. WSR 17-05-112 (Order 17-04), re-
codified as § 220-340-480, filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 
77.12.047. WSR 15-03-091 (Order 15-01), § 220-52-049, filed 1/21/15, 
effective 2/21/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 
77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047. WSR 12-23-016 (Order 12-267), § 
220-52-049, filed 11/9/12, effective 12/10/12.]
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