
WAC 220-440-130  Limitations to managing damage caused by big 
game on private property.  Pursuant to this section the department 
shall establish guidelines for assisting landowners with minimizing 
big game damage to private property. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to require the department to seek landowners that may be ex-
periencing damage. It is incumbent upon the landowner to notify the 
department if they are experiencing damage.

(1) A landowner, lessee, or employee of and on behalf of the 
landowner may contact the department for assistance upon recognition 
of a damage or depredation event.

(2) Upon confirmation of damage or depredation, the department 
will offer assistance and work cooperatively with the landowner, les-
see, or employee of the landowner on damage prevention measures.

(a) Damage prevention measures offered by the department shall be 
reasonable, fiscally responsible, and deemed effective in abating dam-
age by the wildlife damage management profession. New techniques may 
be employed to determine feasibility.

(b) Practical long-term response for damage resolution shall be 
considered and written into agreements when feasible.

(3) The department will document when prevention measures are re-
jected by the landowner, lessee, or employee of the landowner.

(4) If the landowner, lessee, or employee of the landowner, re-
jects prevention measures offered by the department:

(a) The department is not required to take further action if at 
least three attempts to offer the prescribed prevention measures have 
been rejected.

(b) The landowner, lessee, or employee of the landowner may sub-
mit, within thirty days of offer of preventative measures, a written 
refusal statement documenting reasons supported by facts why they re-
ject the prescribed measures and offer alternative solutions with jus-
tification. This written refusal statement must be submitted to the 
department and illustrate that the prevention measures prescribed by 
the department will not result in lessening the damage or depredation 
and/or would cause physical damage to persons or property.

(i) The department shall take no further action until a written 
refusal statement has been received by the department and approved by 
the director or director's designee for assistance to continue.

(ii) If the written refusal letter is approved by the director or 
director's designee, the department may continue working with the 
landowner to develop alternative measures.

(5) A landowner, lessee, or employee of the landowner, is ineli-
gible for a compensation claim and the department shall take no fur-
ther action unless agreed upon prevention measures have been employed.

(6) Nothing in this section prohibits a landowner, lessee, or em-
ployee of the landowner, from killing wildlife pursuant to WAC 
220-440-060.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 
and 77.12.047. WSR 17-05-112 (Order 17-04), amended and recodified as 
§ 220-440-130, filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.12.047, 77.12.240, 77.12.320, 
77.12.150, 77.15.245, and chapter 77.36 RCW. WSR 16-04-066 (Order 
16-18), § 232-36-090, filed 1/28/16, effective 2/28/16.]
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