
WAC 246-851-300  Renting space from and practicing on premises of 
commercial (mercantile) concern.  Where a doctor of optometry rents or 
buys space from and practices optometry on the premises of a commer-
cial or mercantile concern:

(1) The practice must be owned by the doctor of optometry solely 
or in conjunction with other licensed doctors of optometry, and in ev-
ery phase be under the exclusive control of the doctor(s) of optomet-
ry. The prescription files are the sole property of the doctor(s) of 
optometry.

(2) The space must be definite and distinct from space occupied 
by other occupants of the commercial or mercantile concern.

(3) The doctor(s) of optometry must be clearly identified to the 
public. Such identification must include the name of the doctor(s) of 
optometry and the term "doctor of optometry" or "independent doctor of 
optometry" or other similar phrase.

(4) All signs, advertising and display must be separate and dis-
tinct from that of the other occupants and of the commercial or mer-
cantile concern. All optometric practice advertisements or announce-
ments on the premises of a commercial or mercantile concern shall not 
make references which could reasonably convey the impression that the 
optometric practice is controlled by or part of the commercial or mer-
cantile concern.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.54.070(2). WSR 02-10-065, § 246-851-300, 
filed 4/26/02, effective 5/27/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.54.070. 
WSR 91-06-025 (Order 119B), recodified as § 246-851-300, filed 
2/26/91, effective 3/29/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.54.070(5). WSR 
81-06-012 (Order PL 367), § 308-53-230, filed 2/20/81; WSR 78-02-030 
(Order PL 281), § 308-53-230, filed 1/17/78; Order PL-271, § 
308-53-230, filed 7/25/77.]
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