Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-004

WSR 25-24-004
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
[Filed November 19, 2025, 3:42 p.m.]

The home and community living administration requests the with-
drawal of preproposal statement of ingquiry notice filed as WSR
25-08-051 on March 28, 2025 (chapter 388-116 WAC), regarding WA Cares
fund qualified family members.

The withdrawal should be effective immediately upon filing.

Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 1 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-010

WSR 25-24-010
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HIGHLINE COLLEGE
[Filed November 20, 2025, 12:12 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: New WAC 132I-126-405,
1321-126-415, 132I-126-425, and 132I-126-435; and amending WAC
1321-126-020, 1321-126-030, 132I-126-040, 132I-126-050, 132I-126-060,
1321-126-100, 1321-126-125, 132I-126-130, 132I-126-200, 132I-126-260,
1321-126-270, 1321-126-280, 132I-126-290, 132I-126-300, and
1321-126-350.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
H.R. 5646 Stop Campus Hazing Act; Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus
Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act (Clery Act) and Vio-
lence Against Women Act: 20 U.S.C. § 1092(f); Title IX of the Educa-
tion Amendments of 1972 20 U.S.C. §§ 1681 - 1688; Campus Sex Crimes
Prevention Act (§ 1601 of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Pro-
tection Act of 2000): Public Law No. 106-386 (Title VI); and Title VII
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964: 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000e-2000e-17.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Highline College is required by the United States
Department of Education to vacate the 2024 final rule and revert to
the 2020 Title IX final rule regulations, which took effect on January
9, 2025. This is set forth in the "Dear Colleague" letter published by
the United States Department of Education Office for Civil Rights at
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/title-ix-enforcement-directive-
dcl-109477.pdf.

Regulations for the 2020 Title IX final rule can also be found at
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/19/2020-10512/
nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-sex-in-education-programs-or-
activities-receiving-federal.

Highline College is also required to comply with the federal an-
tihazing law, Stop Campus Hazing Act, that took effect on December 23,
2024.

Process for Developing New Rule: Pilot rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Tyannali Torres, Mailstop 6-7, P.O. Box 98000, 2400 South
240th Street, Des Moines, WA 98198, phone 206-592-3319, email
ttorres@highline.edu, website https://studentservices.highline.edu/
student-conduct/; or Danielle Slota, Mailstop 12-120, P.O. Box 98000,
2400 South 240th Street, Des Moines, WA 98198, phone 206-592-3600,
email dslota@highline.edu, website https://www.highline.edu/about/
president.html.

November 13, 2025
Tyannali Torres, Associate Director
Community Standards and Student Conduct

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 2 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-013

WSR 25-24-013
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL
[Filed November 20, 2025, 3:41 p.m.]

The Washington state patrol hereby withdraws the CR-101 for chap-
ter 204-21 WAC, Vehicle lighting, which was filed on September 29,
2025 (WSR 25-20-074) .

Kimberly Mathis
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 3 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-039

WSR 25-24-039
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
[Filed November 26, 2025, 8:12 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Turnback agreements, including
definitions and the purpose for such agreements. It will also lay out
the agreement process for both the department of transportation and
local agencies.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 36.75.090 and chapter 39.33 RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Clarification is needed to provide adequate process-—
es and rules related to the use of turnback agreements as none are
currently in place.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Erin Morsell, 310 Maple Park Avenue S.E., Olympia, WA
98501, phone 360-709-8260, email erin.morsell@wsdot.wa.gov; or LeRoy
Patterson, 310 Maple Park Avenue S.E., Olympia, WA 98501, phone
360-556-8312, email leroy.patterson@wsdot.wa.gov.

November 25, 2025
Sam Wilson, Director
Business Support Services

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 4 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-042

WSR 25-24-042
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT BOARD
[Filed November 26, 2025, 8:16 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapters 479-01, 479-05, 479-0¢6,
479-10, and 479-14 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
Chapters 47.26 and 47.66 RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Amending Title 479 WAC to update program changes
that may include, but not be limited to: Update and clarify reimbursa-
ble engineering costs, match criteria for small agencies, harmonize
right of way reimbursement eligibility, and make technical corrections
to ensure consistency within existing programs.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Gena Workman, P.O. Box 40901, Olympia, WA 98504-0901, phone
360-586-1140 or 360-280-3273, email GenaWl@tib.wa.gov, website
www.tib.wa.gov; or Ashley Probart, phone 360-790-5472, email
AshleyP@tib.wa.gov.

November 25, 2025
Ashley Probart
Executive Director

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 5 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-054

WSR 25-24-054
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
[Filed November 26, 2025, 2:27 p.m.]

Pursuant to RCW 34.05.335 and WAC 1-21-060, the department of re-
tirement systems withdraws preproposal statement of inquiry (CR-101)
WSR 21-12-098, filed June 2, 2021, for teachers' retirement system
Plan 2 and 3 disability benefits.

Comments, questions, or concerns may be directed to Bianca Stoner
at 360-664-7291 or drs.rules@drs.wa.gov.

Bianca Stoner
Legal Services Manager
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 6 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-077

WSR 25-24-077
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
NOXIOUS WEED

CONTROL BOARD
[Filed December 1, 2025, 2:58 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 16-750 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCwW 17.10.010, 17.10.070, 17.10.080, and 17.10.350.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The state noxious weed control board (board) is
charged with updating the state noxious weed list on an annual basis
to ensure it accurately reflects the noxious weed control priorities
and noxious weed distribution, as well as updating its bylaws that are
codified in chapter 16-750 WAC. The board may also consider other up-
dates to chapter 16-750 WAC. Sunflower broomrape was emergency listed
and now needs to be permanently considered. It was emergency listed
because the first known infestation in North America was identified in
Yakima County, Washington. This is a very invasive, parasitic plant
that has the potential to be highly destructive and damaging to Wash-
ington state crops and agriculture.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: No other state
agency regulates this subject. Federal agencies are subject to federal
noxious weed laws that require them to coordinate with state regula-
tions. Federal agencies in Washington are invited to participate in
all stages of noxious weed rule making.

Process for Developing New Rule: The board annually solicits pro-
posed changes to the noxious weed list from county weed boards, weed
districts, state agencies, federal agencies, interest groups, and the
general public. The noxious weed committee of the board (which in-
cludes representation from the Washington Native Plant Society, county
weed boards, nursery industry, and several scientific advisors) meets
at least twice to review and research these suggestions. A public
hearing is scheduled, and a press release and information regarding
the proposed changes are widely distributed to newspapers.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Mary Fee, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98501,
phone 360-561-4428, fax 360-902-2094, TTY 800-833-6388, email
mfee@agr.wa.gov, website www.nwcb.wa.gov.

December 1, 2025
Mary Fee
Executive Secretary

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 7 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-088

WSR 25-24-088
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Filed December 2, 2025, 8:54 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Medical aid rules: Conversion
factors. WAC 296-20-135 Conversion factors, under chapter 296-20 WAC,
Medical aid rules.

WAC 296-23-220 Physical therapy rules and 296-23-230 Occupational
therapy rules; under chapter 296-23 WAC, Radiology, radiation therapy,
nuclear medicine, pathology, hospital, chiropractic, physical therapy,
drugless therapeutics and nursing—Drugless therapeutics, etc.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 51.04.020 and 51.04.030.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Updates to the medical aid rules are made annually
regarding rate setting for most professional health care services for
injured workers. These updates may also impact rates for health care
services provided to crime victims.

The current rules describe elements used in the process of updat-
ing the maximum allowable payments for most professional health care
services. These elements are set in rule in order to follow the estab-
lished methodologies of the department of labor and industries (L&I)
and maintain consistency with the health care authority (HCA) and med-
icaid purchasing administration. Specifically, any proposed rule
changes will consider the following:

. WAC 296-20-135: Updating the conversion factors used by L&I for
calculating reimbursement rates for most professional health care
and anesthesia services. Updating the conversion factors to cor-
respond to changes in the medical procedure codes, the relative
value units, and anesthesia base units. These changes would ena-
ble L&I to continue a reimbursement methodology consistent with
other state agencies. Cost-of-living adjustments may be incorpo-
rated into the changes in the conversion factors.

. WAC 296-23-220 and 296-23-230: Updating the maximum daily reim-
bursement level for physical and occupational therapy services so
L&I may, 1f necessary, give cost-of-living adjustments to affec-
ted providers.

Process for Developing New Rule: L&I notifies external stakehold-
ers through the GovDelivery system on updates to conversion factors
and to the physical and occupational therapy maximum daily reimburse-
ment level. L&I coordinates these updates with HCA, the medicaid pur-
chasing administration, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services to ensure consistent health care purchasing policies when
possible. The proposed changes will be presented to the advisory
groups, published via the GovDelivery service, and publicized in a
letter to interested persons.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Megan Lemon, L&I, Insurance Services, Health Services Anal-
ysis, P.O. Box 44322, Olympia, WA 98504-4322, phone 360-902-5161, fax
360-902-4249, email Megan.Lemon@Lni.wa.gov.

Additional comments: For more information about L&I rule making,
visit L&I's rule-making activity web page at https://www.Lni.wa.gov/
rulemaking-activity/.

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 8 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-088
December 2, 2025

Joel Sacks
Director

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 9 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-091

WSR 25-24-091
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Filed December 2, 2025, 9:26 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Contractor registration, elec-
trical, elevator, plumbers, and factory assembled structures rules;
WAC 296-200A-900 What fees does the department charge contractors for
issuance, renewal, reregistration, and reinstatement of certificates
of registration?, 296-46B-906 Inspection fees, 296-46B-909 Electrical/
telecommunications contractor's license, administrator certificate and
examination, master electrician certificate and examination, electri-
cian certificate and examination, copy, and miscellaneous fees,
296-46B-911 Electrical testing laboratory and engineer accreditation
fees, 296-96-00922 Licensing fees, 296-96-01085 Permit and inspection
fees, 296-150C-3000 Commercial coach fees, 296-150F-3000 Factory-built
housing and commercial structure fees, 296-150I-3000 Penalties, fees,
and refunds, 296-150M-3000 Manufactured/mobile home fees,
296-150P-3000 Recreational park trailer fees, 296-150R-3000 Recrea-
tional vehicle fees, 296-150T-3000 Factory-built temporary worker
housing fees, 296-150V-3000 Conversion vendor units and medical units
—Fees, and 296-400A-045 What fees does the department charge for is-
suance, renewal, relicensing, and reinstatement of a plumbing contrac-
tor license and plumbing certificates?

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
Chapters 18.27, 19.28, 70.87, 43.22, 43.22A, and 18.106 RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The purpose of this rule making is to consider
amendments to the fees for contractor registration, electrical, eleva-
tor, factory assembled structures, and plumber rules. The amendments
under consideration would increase fees by the fiscal growth factor
for fiscal year 2027, to cover operating expenses for the programs.
The current fee levels are insufficient to cover current program ex-—
penses.

Process for Developing New Rule: Interested parties can partici-
pate in the decision to adopt the new rules and formulation of the
proposed rules before publication by contacting the individual listed
below. The public can also participate after amendments are proposed
by providing written comments and/or testimony during the public hear-
ing and comment process.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Meagan Edwards, Department of Labor and Industries (L&I),
Customer Service, Compliance, and Public Safety Division, P.O. Box
44400, Olympia, WA 98504-4400, phone 360-522-0125, fax 360-704-1980,
email FSPSRules@Lni.wa.gov.

Additional comments: For more information about L&I rule making,
visit L&I's rulemaking activity web page at https://www.Lni.wa.gov/
rulemaking-activity/.

December 2, 2025
Joel Sacks
Director

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 10 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-004

WSR 25-24-004
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
[Filed November 19, 2025, 3:42 p.m.]

The home and community living administration requests the with-
drawal of preproposal statement of ingquiry notice filed as WSR
25-08-051 on March 28, 2025 (chapter 388-116 WAC), regarding WA Cares
fund qualified family members.

The withdrawal should be effective immediately upon filing.

Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 11 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-010

WSR 25-24-010
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HIGHLINE COLLEGE
[Filed November 20, 2025, 12:12 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: New WAC 132I-126-405,
1321-126-415, 132I-126-425, and 132I-126-435; and amending WAC
1321-126-020, 1321-126-030, 132I-126-040, 132I-126-050, 132I-126-060,
1321-126-100, 1321-126-125, 132I-126-130, 132I-126-200, 132I-126-260,
1321-126-270, 1321-126-280, 132I-126-290, 132I-126-300, and
1321-126-350.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
H.R. 5646 Stop Campus Hazing Act; Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus
Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act (Clery Act) and Vio-
lence Against Women Act: 20 U.S.C. § 1092(f); Title IX of the Educa-
tion Amendments of 1972 20 U.S.C. §§ 1681 - 1688; Campus Sex Crimes
Prevention Act (§ 1601 of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Pro-
tection Act of 2000): Public Law No. 106-386 (Title VI); and Title VII
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964: 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000e-2000e-17.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Highline College is required by the United States
Department of Education to vacate the 2024 final rule and revert to
the 2020 Title IX final rule regulations, which took effect on January
9, 2025. This is set forth in the "Dear Colleague" letter published by
the United States Department of Education Office for Civil Rights at
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/title-ix-enforcement-directive-
dcl-109477.pdf.

Regulations for the 2020 Title IX final rule can also be found at
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/19/2020-10512/
nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-sex-in-education-programs-or-
activities-receiving-federal.

Highline College is also required to comply with the federal an-
tihazing law, Stop Campus Hazing Act, that took effect on December 23,
2024.

Process for Developing New Rule: Pilot rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Tyannali Torres, Mailstop 6-7, P.O. Box 98000, 2400 South
240th Street, Des Moines, WA 98198, phone 206-592-3319, email
ttorres@highline.edu, website https://studentservices.highline.edu/
student-conduct/; or Danielle Slota, Mailstop 12-120, P.O. Box 98000,
2400 South 240th Street, Des Moines, WA 98198, phone 206-592-3600,
email dslota@highline.edu, website https://www.highline.edu/about/
president.html.

November 13, 2025
Tyannali Torres, Associate Director
Community Standards and Student Conduct

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 12 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-013

WSR 25-24-013
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL
[Filed November 20, 2025, 3:41 p.m.]

The Washington state patrol hereby withdraws the CR-101 for chap-
ter 204-21 WAC, Vehicle lighting, which was filed on September 29,
2025 (WSR 25-20-074) .

Kimberly Mathis
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 13 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-039

WSR 25-24-039
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
[Filed November 26, 2025, 8:12 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Turnback agreements, including
definitions and the purpose for such agreements. It will also lay out
the agreement process for both the department of transportation and
local agencies.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 36.75.090 and chapter 39.33 RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Clarification is needed to provide adequate process-—
es and rules related to the use of turnback agreements as none are
currently in place.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Erin Morsell, 310 Maple Park Avenue S.E., Olympia, WA
98501, phone 360-709-8260, email erin.morsell@wsdot.wa.gov; or LeRoy
Patterson, 310 Maple Park Avenue S.E., Olympia, WA 98501, phone
360-556-8312, email leroy.patterson@wsdot.wa.gov.

November 25, 2025
Sam Wilson, Director
Business Support Services

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 14 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-042

WSR 25-24-042
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT BOARD
[Filed November 26, 2025, 8:16 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapters 479-01, 479-05, 479-0¢6,
479-10, and 479-14 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
Chapters 47.26 and 47.66 RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Amending Title 479 WAC to update program changes
that may include, but not be limited to: Update and clarify reimbursa-
ble engineering costs, match criteria for small agencies, harmonize
right of way reimbursement eligibility, and make technical corrections
to ensure consistency within existing programs.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Gena Workman, P.O. Box 40901, Olympia, WA 98504-0901, phone
360-586-1140 or 360-280-3273, email GenaWl@tib.wa.gov, website
www.tib.wa.gov; or Ashley Probart, phone 360-790-5472, email
AshleyP@tib.wa.gov.

November 25, 2025
Ashley Probart
Executive Director

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 15 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-054

WSR 25-24-054
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
[Filed November 26, 2025, 2:27 p.m.]

Pursuant to RCW 34.05.335 and WAC 1-21-060, the department of re-
tirement systems withdraws preproposal statement of inquiry (CR-101)
WSR 21-12-098, filed June 2, 2021, for teachers' retirement system
Plan 2 and 3 disability benefits.

Comments, questions, or concerns may be directed to Bianca Stoner
at 360-664-7291 or drs.rules@drs.wa.gov.

Bianca Stoner
Legal Services Manager
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 16 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-077

WSR 25-24-077
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
NOXIOUS WEED

CONTROL BOARD
[Filed December 1, 2025, 2:58 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 16-750 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCwW 17.10.010, 17.10.070, 17.10.080, and 17.10.350.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The state noxious weed control board (board) is
charged with updating the state noxious weed list on an annual basis
to ensure it accurately reflects the noxious weed control priorities
and noxious weed distribution, as well as updating its bylaws that are
codified in chapter 16-750 WAC. The board may also consider other up-
dates to chapter 16-750 WAC. Sunflower broomrape was emergency listed
and now needs to be permanently considered. It was emergency listed
because the first known infestation in North America was identified in
Yakima County, Washington. This is a very invasive, parasitic plant
that has the potential to be highly destructive and damaging to Wash-
ington state crops and agriculture.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: No other state
agency regulates this subject. Federal agencies are subject to federal
noxious weed laws that require them to coordinate with state regula-
tions. Federal agencies in Washington are invited to participate in
all stages of noxious weed rule making.

Process for Developing New Rule: The board annually solicits pro-
posed changes to the noxious weed list from county weed boards, weed
districts, state agencies, federal agencies, interest groups, and the
general public. The noxious weed committee of the board (which in-
cludes representation from the Washington Native Plant Society, county
weed boards, nursery industry, and several scientific advisors) meets
at least twice to review and research these suggestions. A public
hearing is scheduled, and a press release and information regarding
the proposed changes are widely distributed to newspapers.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Mary Fee, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98501,
phone 360-561-4428, fax 360-902-2094, TTY 800-833-6388, email
mfee@agr.wa.gov, website www.nwcb.wa.gov.

December 1, 2025
Mary Fee
Executive Secretary

Certified on 12/11/2025 [ 17 ] WSR Issue 25-24 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 25-24 WSR 25-24-088

WSR 25-24-088
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Filed December 2, 2025, 8:54 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Medical aid rules: Conversion
factors. WAC 296-20-135 Conversion factors, under chapter 296-20 WAC,
Medical aid rules.

WAC 296-23-220 Physical therapy rules and 296-23-230 Occupational
therapy rules; under chapter 296-23 WAC, Radiology, radiation therapy,
nuclear medicine, pathology, hospital, chiropractic, physical therapy,
drugless therapeutics and nursing—Drugless therapeutics, etc.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 51.04.020 and 51.04.030.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Updates to the medical aid rules are made annually
regarding rate setting for most professional health care services for
injured workers. These updates may also impact rates for health care
services provided to crime victims.

The current rules describe elements used in the process of updat-
ing the maximum allowable payments for most professional health care
services. These elements are set in rule in order to follow the estab-
lished methodologies of the department of labor and industries (L&I)
and maintain consistency with the health care authority (HCA) and med-
icaid purchasing administration. Specifically, any proposed rule
changes will consider the following:

. WAC 296-20-135: Updating the conversion factors used by L&I for
calculating reimbursement rates for most professional health care
and anesthesia services. Updating the conversion factors to cor-
respond to changes in the medical procedure codes, the relative
value units, and anesthesia base units. These changes would ena-
ble L&I to continue a reimbursement methodology consistent with
other state agencies. Cost-of-living adjustments may be incorpo-
rated into the changes in the conversion factors.

. WAC 296-23-220 and 296-23-230: Updating the maximum daily reim-
bursement level for physical and occupational therapy services so
L&I may, 1f necessary, give cost-of-living adjustments to affec-
ted providers.

Process for Developing New Rule: L&I notifies external stakehold-
ers through the GovDelivery system on updates to conversion factors
and to the physical and occupational therapy maximum daily reimburse-
ment level. L&I coordinates these updates with HCA, the medicaid pur-
chasing administration, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services to ensure consistent health care purchasing policies when
possible. The proposed changes will be presented to the advisory
groups, published via the GovDelivery service, and publicized in a
letter to interested persons.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Megan Lemon, L&I, Insurance Services, Health Services Anal-
ysis, P.O. Box 44322, Olympia, WA 98504-4322, phone 360-902-5161, fax
360-902-4249, email Megan.Lemon@Lni.wa.gov.

Additional comments: For more information about L&I rule making,
visit L&I's rule-making activity web page at https://www.Lni.wa.gov/
rulemaking-activity/.
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Joel Sacks
Director
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WSR 25-24-091
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Filed December 2, 2025, 9:26 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Contractor registration, elec-
trical, elevator, plumbers, and factory assembled structures rules;
WAC 296-200A-900 What fees does the department charge contractors for
issuance, renewal, reregistration, and reinstatement of certificates
of registration?, 296-46B-906 Inspection fees, 296-46B-909 Electrical/
telecommunications contractor's license, administrator certificate and
examination, master electrician certificate and examination, electri-
cian certificate and examination, copy, and miscellaneous fees,
296-46B-911 Electrical testing laboratory and engineer accreditation
fees, 296-96-00922 Licensing fees, 296-96-01085 Permit and inspection
fees, 296-150C-3000 Commercial coach fees, 296-150F-3000 Factory-built
housing and commercial structure fees, 296-150I-3000 Penalties, fees,
and refunds, 296-150M-3000 Manufactured/mobile home fees,
296-150P-3000 Recreational park trailer fees, 296-150R-3000 Recrea-
tional vehicle fees, 296-150T-3000 Factory-built temporary worker
housing fees, 296-150V-3000 Conversion vendor units and medical units
—Fees, and 296-400A-045 What fees does the department charge for is-
suance, renewal, relicensing, and reinstatement of a plumbing contrac-
tor license and plumbing certificates?

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
Chapters 18.27, 19.28, 70.87, 43.22, 43.22A, and 18.106 RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The purpose of this rule making is to consider
amendments to the fees for contractor registration, electrical, eleva-
tor, factory assembled structures, and plumber rules. The amendments
under consideration would increase fees by the fiscal growth factor
for fiscal year 2027, to cover operating expenses for the programs.
The current fee levels are insufficient to cover current program ex-—
penses.

Process for Developing New Rule: Interested parties can partici-
pate in the decision to adopt the new rules and formulation of the
proposed rules before publication by contacting the individual listed
below. The public can also participate after amendments are proposed
by providing written comments and/or testimony during the public hear-
ing and comment process.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Meagan Edwards, Department of Labor and Industries (L&I),
Customer Service, Compliance, and Public Safety Division, P.O. Box
44400, Olympia, WA 98504-4400, phone 360-522-0125, fax 360-704-1980,
email FSPSRules@Lni.wa.gov.

Additional comments: For more information about L&I rule making,
visit L&I's rulemaking activity web page at https://www.Lni.wa.gov/
rulemaking-activity/.

December 2, 2025
Joel Sacks
Director
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