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WSR 26-02-004
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
[Filed December 29, 2025, 8:30 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 172-06 WAC, Organization
and operation.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 28B.35.120(12).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Eastern Washington University (EWU) is considering
updating the language in this chapter to better reflect current opera-
tional practices.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Annika Scharosch, 214 Showalter Hall, EWU, Cheney, WA
99004, phone 509-359-6724, email ascharosch@Rewu.edu, website https://
inside.ewu.edu/policies/.

December 29, 2025
Annika Scharosch
Chief of Staff and Compliance
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WSR 26-02-010
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
PARKS AND RECREATION

COMMISSION
[Filed December 30, 2025, 8:22 a.m.]

Pursuant to WAC 1-21-060 Withdrawal of proposal, Washington state
parks and recreation commission (commission) decided to withdraw both
WSR 23-03-036 [23-03-056] and 23-03-002 CR-101 preproposal filings.

The program administrator has decided to conduct further research
into federal regulations. These proposal changes covered WAC
352-78-020 definitions, and 352-780 [352-78-090] How do boater educa-
tion requirements affect rental operators and liveries?

WSR 23-03-002 addressed establishing a new rule under chapter
352-60 WAC for mechanical propelled personal hydrofoils and mechani-
cally propelled surfboards, establishing a new rule for engine cut-off
switch, and revising WAC 352-69-020 [352-60-020] Definitions and
352-60-080 Fire extinguisher [required]. The commission will revisit
both proposed WAC changes later in the year 2026.

Valeria Veasley
Management Analyst
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WSR 26-02-037
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed December 31, 2025, 8:15 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Commercial shellfish fees; the
department of health (department) is considering exploring options and
amending the fee structure in WAC 246-282-990 for annual shellfish op-
eration license fees and annual biotoxin testing fees to minimize im-
pacts on small businesses.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 43.70.110, 43.70.250, and 69.30.050.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The department will consider ways to minimize im-
pacts on small businesses. The rules may explore alternative fee
structures aimed at alleviating the financial strain on small commer-
cial shellfish businesses, while adhering to RCW 43.70.110 and
43.70.250. The goal is to ensure the fees adequately cover the costs
of administering the program or license, and foster the sustainability
of small commercial shellfish businesses.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Collaborative.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Zehra Siddiqui, P.O. Box 47820, Olympia, WA 98504-7820,
phone 360-236-3010, TTY 711, email zehra.siddiqui@doh.wa.gov, website
www.doh.wa.gov.

Additional comments: The department will use a collaborative
rule-making approach by keeping interested parties informed of the
rule development through email and posting information on the depart-
ment's rule-making websites. Interested parties will have the opportu-
nity to provide comments throughout the rule-making process and at the
public hearing. Please contact Zehra Siddiqui at
zehra.siddiqui@doh.wa.gov to be added to the applicable interested
parties list.

December 31, 2025

Kristin Peterson, JD

Chief of Policy

for Dennis E. Worsham
Acting Secretary of Health
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WSR 26-02-040
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Economic Services Administration)
[Filed December 31, 2025, 5:07 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and
health services (department) is planning to amend WAC 388-412-0005
General information about your cash benefits, and other related rules
as may be required.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.0052, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510,
74.04.655, 74.04.770, 74.08.043, 74.08.090, 74.08.335, and 74.08A.100.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Planned amendments will better align cash benefit
rules with RCW 74.04.760. If applicable, these amendments will make
additional changes required to improve clarity, update policy, or bet-
ter align rule language with state and federal law or regulations.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: The department invites the in-
terested public to review and provide input on the draft language of
this rule. Draft material and information about how to participate may
be obtained from the department representative listed below. At a lat-
er date, the department will file a proposal with the office of the
code reviser with a notice of proposed rule making. A copy of the pro-
posal will be sent to everyone on the mailing list and to anyone who
requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Sam Del Vecchio, P.O. Box 45470, Olympia, WA 98504, phone
425-339-4841, TTY 711 relay service, email samantha.del-
vecchio@dshs.wa.gov.

December 31, 2025
Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-02-051
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
[Filed January 5, 2026, 2:10 p.m.]

The department of ecology (ecology) withdraws the preproposal
statement of inquiry (CR-101) to amend chapter 173-201A WAC, Water
quality standards for surface waters of the state of Washington, filed
on June 12, 2019, and published as WSR 19-13-030.

In April 2019, ecology received applications for variances to the
human health criterion for polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) of 7 pico-
grams/liter (pg/L) from five National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permitted dischargers to the Spokane River. Ecology
published WSR 19-13-930 because it determined those variance applica-
tions included the information required by WAC 173-201A-420(3). Ecolo-
gy has determined those variance applications no longer include the
information required by WAC 173-201A-420 (3) (a)-(c), (e), and (g), and
is withdrawing this CR-101, because:

. The PCB human health criterion applicable to the variance appli-
cants is no longer 7 pg/L. On October 28, 2024, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) issued the "Spokane and Little Spokane
Rivers Polychlorinated Biphenyls Total Maximum Daily Loads,"
changing the human health criterion for PCBs applicable to the
variance applicants from 7 pg/L to 1.3 pg/L.

. EPA has clarified that the variance applicants' compliance with
numeric effluent limits derived from the applicable PCB human
health criterion of 1.3 pg/L is to be evaluated using a detection
method that is not sensitive enough to measure PCB concentrations
below 65,000 pg/L.

Individuals wanting more information regarding the withdrawal of
this CR-101 may contact Marla Koberstein, at
marla.kobersteinlecy.wa.gov or 360-789-3610.

Jon Kenning, PhD
Water Quality Program Manager
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WSR 26-02-052
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed January 5, 2026, 2:15 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of agriculture
(department) is considering amending chapter 16-414 WAC, Washington
standards for cherries.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 15.17.030 Enforcement—Director's duties—Rules, 15.17.050 Rules—
Authority of director, and 15.17.060 Adoption of standards.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The department is considering amending chapter
16-414 WAC to align with United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service Marketing Order 923. The depart-
ment has received feedback from Washington's cherry industry on amend-
ing cherry sizing standards to best reflect marketability of Washing-
ton cherries.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: USDA.

Process for Developing New Rule: Department staff will develop
the rule proposal and communicate with stakeholders and other interes-
ted parties for their review and comment. Interested parties can also
participate in the public hearing/public comment process.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Timothy Estes, Division Rules Coordinator, 1111 Washington
Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98504, phone 360-485-1242, fax 360-902-2085,
TTY 800-833-6388, email timothy.estes@agr.wa.gov, website https://
agr.wa.gov/LawsRules/Rulemaking; or Robert Newell, Fruit and Vegetable
Program Manager, 21 North 1lst Avenue, Suite 226, Yakima, WA 98902,
phone 509-952-6737, fax 509-575-2537, TTY 800-833-6388, email
Robert.newell@agr.wa.gov, website https://agr.wa.gov/services/
inspections-and-investigations/inspections/fruit-and-vegetable.

January 5, 2026
Jessica Allenton
Assistant Director
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WSR 26-02-079
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
[Filed January 7, 2026, 11:46 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 172-125 WAC, Discrimina-
tion and Title IX violations by students.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 28B.35.120(12).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Provide additional clarity about what types of be-
haviors constitute discrimination.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Department of
Education. Any updates to this regulation will be consistent with fed-
eral regulations.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Annika Scharosch, 214 Showalter Hall, Eastern Washington
University, Cheney, WA 99004, phone 509-359-6724, email
ascharosch@ewu.edu, website https://inside.ewu.edu/policies/.

January 7, 2026
Annika Scharosch
Chief of Staff and Compliance
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