
WSR 26-03-006
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-03—Filed January 8, 2026, 1:42 p.m., effective January 8, 2026, 1:42 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: This emergency rule sets commercial crab season from De-

struction Island to the United States/Canada border.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 

220-340-42000I and 220-340-45000Z; and amending WAC 220-340-420 and 
220-340-450.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: The season opening dates are based on 
measures described in state-tribal harvest management agreements and 
discussions with comanagers. There is insufficient time to adopt per-
manent rules.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 2, 
Amended 0, Repealed 2.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 8, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-340-42000J  Commercial crab fishery—Unlawful acts.  Not-

withstanding the provisions of WAC 220-340-420, effective immediately 
until further notice: 

(1) It is unlawful for any fisher or wholesale dealer or buyer to 
land or purchase Dungeness crab taken from Grays Harbor, Willapa Bay, 
Columbia River, or Washington coastal or adjacent waters of the Pacif-
ic Ocean from any vessel, unless:

(a) A valid Washington crab vessel inspection certificate has 
been issued to the delivering vessel and;
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(b) The vessel inspection certificate numbers are recorded on all 
shellfish tickets completed for coastal Dungeness crab landings until 
February 8, 2026.

(2) It is unlawful for a vessel not designated on a coastal Dung-
eness crab fishery license to deploy crab pot gear except under the 
following conditions:

(a) The vessel deploys pot gear only during the 73-hour period 
immediately preceding the season opening date and during the 48-hour 
period immediately following the season opening date;

(b) The undesignated vessel carries no more than 250 crab pots at 
any one time; and

(c) The primary or alternate operator of the crab pot gear named 
on the license associated with the gear is on board the undesignated 
vessel while the gear is being deployed.

(3) Violation of subsection (2) of this section is a gross misde-
meanor or class C felony punishable under RCW 77.15.500 Commercial 
fishing without a license—Penalty, depending on the circumstances of 
the violation.

(4) All other provisions of the permanent rule remain in effect.

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-340-45000A  Commercial crab fishery—Seasons and areas—

Coastal.  Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-340-450 effective 
immediately until further notice: it is unlawful to fish for Dungeness 
crab in Washington coastal waters, including Willapa Bay, or the Co-
lumbia River, except as provided in this section.

(1) Open area: The area from Klipsan Beach, Washington (46°28.00) 
to the WA/OR border (46°15.00) and Willapa Bay:

(a) For the purposes of this section, the waters of Willapa Bay 
include the marine waters east of a line connecting 46°44.76N, 
124°05.76W and 46°38.93N, 124°04.33W.

(b) Licenses and vessels designated to those licenses that fish 
in the coastal commercial Dungeness crab fishery in the waters between 
CA/OR border and Cape Falcon, Oregon (45º46.00) before the area be-
tween WA/OR border to Oysterville (46°33.00) opens, are prohibited 
from fishing in this area until 9:00 am January 30, 2026.

(2) Open area: The area from Klipsan Beach (46°28.00) to Destruc-
tion Island (47º40.50), including Grays Harbor:

Licenses and vessels designated to those licenses that partici-
pate in the coastal commercial Dungeness crab fishery in the waters 
from Cape Falcon, Oregon (45º46.00) to Klipsan Beach, Washington 
(46°28.00), including Willapa Bay, before the area between Klipsan 
Beach (46°28.00) and Destruction Island (47º40.50) opens, are prohibi-
ted from fishing in the following areas for the durations specified:

(a) The waters between Klipsan Beach (46°28.00) and Oysterville 
(46°33.00) until 9:00 a.m. January 14, 2026; and

(b) The waters between Oysterville (46°33.00) and the Destruction 
Island (47º40.50) until 9:00 a.m. February 8, 2026.

(3) Open area: The area from Destruction Island (47º40.50) to the 
U.S./Canada border.

(a) It is permissible to set crab gear beginning at 8:00 a.m., 
January 12, 2026.
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(b) It is permissible to pull crab gear beginning at 9:00 a.m., 
January 15, 2026.

(c) Licenses and vessels designated to those licenses that fish 
in the coastal commercial Dungeness crab fishery in the waters between 
CA/OR border and Destruction Island (47º40.50), including Willapa Bay 
and Grays Harbor, before the area between Destruction Island 
(47º40.50) and the U.S./Canada border opens, are prohibited from fish-
ing in this area until 9:00 am February 8, 2026.

(4) The Quinault primary special management area (PSMA) is closed 
to fishing for Dungeness crab until further notice. The PSMA includes 
the area shoreward of a line approximating the 27-fathom depth curve 
between Raft River (47º28.00) and Copalis River (47°08.00) according 
to the following coordinates:

(a) Northeast Corner (Raft River): 47°28.00N. Lat. 124°20.70W. 
Lon.

(b) Northwest Corner: 47°28.00N. Lat. 124°34.00W. Lon.
(c) Southwest Corner: 47°08.00N. Lat. 124°25.50W. Lon.
(d) Southeast Corner (Copalis River): 47°08.00N. Lat. 124°11.20W. 

Lon.
(5) The Quileute special management area (SMA) is closed to fish-

ing for Dungeness crab until further notice. The SMA includes the area 
shoreward of a line approximating the 30-fathom depth curve between 
Destruction Island and Cape Johnson according to the following points:

(a) Northeast Corner (Cape Johnson): 47°58.00'N. Lat. 
124°40.40'W. Lon.

(b) Northwest Corner: 47°58.00'N. Lat. 124°49.00'W. Lon.
(c) Southwest Corner: 47°40.50'N. Lat. 124°40.00'W. Lon.
(d) Southeast Corner (Destruction Island): 47°40.50'N. Lat. 

124°24.43'W. Lon.
(6) The Makah special management area (SMA) is closed to fishing 

until further notice. The SMA includes the waters between 48°02.15N. 
Lat. and 48°19.50N. Lat. east of a line connecting those points and 
approximating the 25-fathom line according to the following coordi-
nates:

(a) Northeast Corner: (Tatoosh Island)
(b) Northwest Corner: 48°19.50N. Lat. 124°50.45W. Lon.
(c) Southwest Corner: 48°02.15N. Lat. 124°50.45W. Lon.
(d) Southeast Corner: 48°02.15N. Lat. 124°41.00W. Lon.
(7) All other provisions of the permanent rule remain in effect.

REPEALER
The following sections of Washington Administrative Code are re-

pealed, effective immediately:
WAC 220-340-42000I Commercial crab fishery—Unlawful acts. 

(25-312)
WAC 220-340-45000Z Commercial crab fishery—Seasons and 

areas—Coastal. (25-312)
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WSR 26-03-007
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-05—Filed January 8, 2026, 2:02 p.m., effective January 15, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: January 15, 2026.
Purpose: The purpose of this emergency rule is to open razor clam 

harvest in Areas 1, 3, 4, and 5.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 

220-330-16000R; and amending WAC 220-330-160.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 

77.12.045, and 77.12.047.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: Survey results show that adequate clams 
are available in Razor Clam Areas 1, 3, 4, and 5 for recreational har-
vest. Washington department of health has certified clams from Razor 
Clam Areas 1, 3, 4, and 5 to be safe for human consumption. There is 
insufficient time to adopt permanent rules.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 8, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-330-16000R  Razor clams—Areas and seasons.  Notwith-

standing the provisions of WAC 220-330-160, it is unlawful to take, 
dig for or possess razor clams taken for personal use from any beaches 
in any razor clam area except as provided for in this section:

(1) Effective January 15 through January 21, 2026, razor clam 
digging is permissible in Razor Clam Areas defined in WAC 220-330-160 
on dates and times listed below:

 Razor Clam Area Date Time  
 Area 1 January 15 through January 21 From 12:01 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.  
 Area 2 Closed Closed  
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 Razor Clam Area Date Time  
 Area 3 January 15 through January 21 From 12:01 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.  
 Area 4 January 16, 17, 20 and 21 From 12:01 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.  
 Area 5 January 15, 18, and 19 From 12:01 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.  
 Area 6 Closed Closed  
 Area 7 Closed Closed  

(2) It is unlawful to dig for razor clams at any time in the Long 
Beach and Copalis Beach Clam sanctuaries defined in WAC 220-320-130.

REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administrative Code is 

repealed effective January 22, 2026:
WAC 220-330-16000R Razor clams—Areas and seasons.
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WSR 26-03-010
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-04—Filed January 8, 2026, 5:07 p.m., effective January 8, 2026, 5:07 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: This emergency rule adjusts the 2026 opening dates for 

recreational clam, mussel, and oyster harvest at Fort Flagler State 
Park, Indian Island County Park/Lagoon Beach, Port Townsend Ship Ca-
nal, Purdy Spit, Quilcene Boat Ramp, Penrose State Park, Shine Tide-
lands, and Wolfe Property State Park beaches and the 2026 opening date 
for oyster harvest at Point Whitney Tidelands and Point Whitney La-
goon.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 
220-330-11000T and 220-330-14000Q; and amending WAC 220-330-110 and 
220-330-140.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This updated regulation aligns interti-
dal beach seasons with comanager agreements, and removes reference to 
Indian Island County Park/Isthmus Beach season, that does not require 
adjustment via emergency regulation. Immediate adoption is necessary 
for the preservation of public health, safety, or general welfare. 
Permanent rule making for 2026 annual recreational clam, mussel, and 
oyster seasons is underway (WSR 25-21-145, filed October 22, 2025), 
but the anticipated effective date of the proposed rules won't occur 
until March or April, 2026. This rule must be filed to effect changes 
on some beaches ahead of that anticipated effective date, satisfy co-
management obligations, ensure an orderly fishery, and meet conserva-
tion objectives for these beaches. Annual seasons for 2026 will be an-
nounced following the permanent rule-making process.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 2, 
Amended 0, Repealed 2.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 8, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director
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NEW SECTION
WAC 220-330-11000U  Clams other than razor clams, mussels—Areas 

and seasons.  Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-330-110, ef-
fective immediately, until further notice, the following provisions of 
WAC 220-330-110 clam and mussel seasons shall be as described in this 
section. All other provisions not addressed in this section, unless 
otherwise amended by emergency rule, remain in effect:

(1) Fort Flagler State Park: Closed, effective January 15, 2026 
until further notice.

(2) Indian Island County Park/Lagoon Beach: Closed, until further 
notice.

(3) Penrose Point State Park: Closed, until further notice.
(4) Port Townsend Ship Canal/Portage Beach: Closed, until further 

notice.
(5) Purdy Spit: Closed, until further notice.
(6) Quilcene Boat Ramp: Closed January 1 through January 14; open 

January 15 until further notice.
(7) Shine Tidelands State Park: Closed January 1 through January 

14; open January 15 until further notice.
(8) Wolfe Property State Park: Closed January 1 through January 

14; open January 15 until further notice.

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-330-14000R  Oysters—Areas and seasons.  Notwithstanding 

the provisions of WAC 220-330-140, effective immediately, until fur-
ther notice, the following provisions of WAC 220-330-140 oyster sea-
sons shall be as described in this section. All other provisions of 
WAC 220-330-140 not addressed this section, unless otherwise amended 
by emergency rule, remain in effect:

(1) Fort Flagler State Park: Closed, January 15, 2026 until fur-
ther notice.

(2) Indian Island County Park/Lagoon Beach: Closed, until further 
notice.

(3) Penrose Point State Park: Closed, until further notice.
(4) Point Whitney Tidelands and Point Whitney Lagoon: Closed Jan-

uary 1 through January 14; open January 15 until further notice.
(5) Port Townsend Ship Canal/Portage Beach: Closed, until further 

notice.
(6) Purdy Spit: Closed, until further notice.
(7) Quilcene Boat Ramp: Closed January 1 through January 14; open 

January 15 until further notice.
(8) Shine Tidelands State Park: Closed January 1 through January 

14; open January 15 until further notice.
(9) Wolfe Property State Park: Closed January 1 through January 

14; open January 15 until further notice.
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REPEALER
The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code are 

repealed:
WAC 220-330-11000T Clams other than razor clams, mussels—

Areas and seasons. (25-309)
WAC 200-330-14000Q Oysters—Areas and seasons. (25-309)
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WSR 26-03-016
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-07—Filed January 9, 2026, 11:57 a.m., effective January 10, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: January 10, 2026.
Purpose: This emergency rule closes white sturgeon retention in 

the Columbia River from John Day Dam to McNary Dam and maintains pre-
viously announced Columbia River sturgeon retention closures.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 
220-316-01000C; and amending WAC 220-316-010.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This rule is needed to close recrea-
tional white sturgeon retention in the John Day reservoir. Given the 
catches to date, current catch rate, and effort, there is insufficient 
harvest guideline to remain open as previously scheduled per permanent 
rule. These populations are managed under sustainable harvest guide-
lines. This action is consistent with decisions made by the states of 
Washington and Oregon during the Columbia River Compact hearing on 
January 8, 2026. There is insufficient time to adopt permanent rules.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 9, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-316-01000D  Sturgeon—Areas, seasons, limits and unlawful 

acts.  Effective January 10 through April 30, 2026, the provisions of 
WAC 220-316-010 regarding white sturgeon retention seasons from Bonne-
ville Dam to John Day Dam are modified as listed in this section. All 
other provisions of WAC 220-316-010 not addressed in this section re-
main in effect unless otherwise amended by emergency rule: 
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From Bonneville Dam upstream to McNary Dam, including adjacent 
tributaries:

White sturgeon: Closed to retention. Catch and release fishing 
only.

REPEALER
The following section of Washington Administrative Code is re-

pealed, effective January 10, 2026:
WAC 220-316-01000C Sturgeon—Areas, seasons, limits and 

unlawful acts. (Order 25-285)
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WSR 26-03-018
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-06—Filed January 9, 2026, 5:19 p.m., effective January 12, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: January 12, 2026.
Purpose: The purpose of this emergency rule is to set a limited 

Columbia River commercial fishery for eulachon smelt.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 

220-358-06000J; and amending WAC 220-358-060.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 

77.12.045, and 77.12.047.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This rule sets a limited Columbia River 
commercial fishery for eulachon smelt. The regulation is consistent 
with fisheries allowed while in harvest phase 2 described in the 
"Washington and Oregon Eulachon Management Plan 2nd Edition" for the 
Columbia River. The expected return of eulachon to the Columbia River 
in 2026 is expected to be lower in magnitude relative to the 2025 re-
turn, and lower than the 10-year average. This fishery serves as an 
important index to monitor run strength and timing and to collect bio-
logical data. This action is consistent with decisions made by the 
states of Washington and Oregon during the Columbia River Compact 
hearing on January 8, 2026. The general public welfare is protected 
with the immediate and limited duration opening of the commercial 
smelt fishing in the mainstem Columbia River. This limited harvest op-
portunity allows for maintenance and monitoring of a sustainable fish 
population. There is insufficient time to adopt permanent regulations.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 9, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director
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NEW SECTION
WAC 220-358-06000J  Commercial fisheries—Columbia River below 

Bonneville Dam—Smelt.  Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 
220-358-060, the Columbia River and Washington tributaries are closed 
to fishing for eulachon smelt except as provided herein:

Open Dates: January 12 through February 19, 2026: Open Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays only, from 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (12-hour 
periods).

February 23 through March 19, 2026: Open Mondays and Thursdays 
only, from 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (12-hour periods).

Open Area: Columbia River - Salmon Management and Catch Reporting 
Areas 1A, 1B, 1C. (Areas defined in WAC 220-301-010.)

Gear: It is unlawful to use anything other than gillnets. Gill-
nets must meet the following specifications per WAC 220-358-060: mesh 
size not to exceed 2 inches stretch measure; not to exceed 1,500 feet 
in length along the cork line.

Use of monofilament nets is permissible.
Allowable sales: Smelt.
Other: 24-hour quick-reporting is required for Washington whole-

sale dealers, as provided in WAC. 220-352-315.
Multi-Net Rule: Nets not specifically authorized for use in this 

fishery may be onboard the vessel if properly stored. A properly stor-
ed net is defined as a net on a drum that is fully covered by a tarp 
(canvas or plastic) and bound with a minimum of ten revolutions of 
rope with a diameter of 3/8 (0.375) inches or greater.

Reviser's note: The typographical error in the above section occurred in the copy filed by the 
agency and appears in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administrative Code is 

repealed, effective March 28, 2026:
WAC 220-358-06000J Commercial fisheries—Columbia River 

below Bonneville Dam—Smelt.
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WSR 26-03-026
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-08—Filed January 12, 2026, 4:58 p.m., effective January 12, 2026, 4:58 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: The purpose of this emergency rule is to amend commer-

cial crab fishing in Puget Sound;
WAC 220-340-47000H: (1) Increases the pot limit in Region 3-2, 

effective immediately; and (2) sets reduced pot limits by area for Pu-
get Sound commercial crab harvest effective the dates listed in the 
amended WAC 220-340-455.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 
220-340-47000G; and amending WAC 220-340-470.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This emergency rule increases the pot 
limits in Region 3-2 to 70 pots per license, effective immediately. 
There is sufficient allocation remaining to allow continued harvest in 
the Puget Sound commercial crab fishery in Regions 2E, 3-2, 3-3, and 
3-4 until further notice. These provisions are in conformity with 
agreed management plans with applicable tribes. Comanagement plans are 
entered into as required by court order. The Puget Sound commercial 
season is structured to meet harvest allocation objectives negotiated 
with applicable treaty tribes and outlined in the management plans. 
There is insufficient time to adopt permanent rules. Further adjust-
ment of season structure may be made pending updated harvest data.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 12, 2026.
Amy H. Windrope

for Kelly Susewind
Director
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NEW SECTION
WAC 220-340-47000H  Commercial crab fishery—Gear limits—Puget 

Sound and Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas 
Notwithstanding the provisions of 220-340-470, effective immediately, 
until further notice:

Effective during the "Open Period" listed in WAC 220-430-45500H, 
it is unlawful for any person to harvest crabs with more than the "Pot 
limit" per license per buoy tag number indicated within each "geo-
graphical management unit".

Geographical Management Unit (WAC 220-320-110) Pot limit
Region 1, MFSF Catch Areas 21A, 21B, and 22B 0
Region 1, Marine Fish-Shellfish Catch Areas 22A, 20A, and 20B 0
Region 2E, excluding Everett Flats CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(3)) 25
Region 2E, Everett Flats CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(3)) 0
Region 2W, not including Port Townsend Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(5)) 0
Region 2W, Port Townsend Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(5)) 20
Subregion 3-1 25
Subregion 3-2, not including Discovery Bay CSMA (WAC 220-230-120 (1)(a)), Sequim Bay CSMA (WAC 
220-320-120(6)), or the Port Angeles Harbor CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(4)).

70

Subregion 3-2, Discovery Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120 (1)(a)) 20
Subregion 3-2, Sequim Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(6)) 20
Subregion 3-2, the Port Angeles Harbor CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(4)). 0
Subregion 3-3 50
Subregion 3-4 50

Reviser's note: The typographical error in the above section occurred in the copy filed by the 
agency and appears in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administrative Code is 

repealed:
WAC 220-340-47000G Commercial crab fishery—Gear limits—

Puget Sound and Marine Fish-Shellfish 
Management and Catch Reporting Areas. 
(25-311)
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WSR 26-03-087
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Home and Community Living Administration)

(Developmental Disabilities Community Services)
[Filed January 20, 2026, 2:42 p.m., effective January 20, 2026, 2:42 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: Amending WAC 388-101D-0485 Community protection—Treat-

ment plan, and 388-101D-0490 Community protection—Client records. The 
department of social and health services is revising this rule due to 
changes in what services may be provided under a 1915c waiver.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
388-101D-0485 and 388-101D-0490.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 71A.12.030 and 71A.12.200.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that state or 

federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of 
federal funds requires immediate adoption of a rule.

Reasons for this Finding: To comply with federal funding require-
ments as communicated by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices. Developmental disabilities community services is coordinating 
with residential care services and the health care authority to remove 
certain therapies from the community protection waiver and therefore 
can no longer require waiver providers to maintain copies of care 
plans that are used only in therapeutic settings. This rule is neces-
sary to permit waiver providers to serve clients in a way that does 
not conflict with federal rules for waiver funding.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 2, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 16, 2026.
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator

SHS-5123.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-14-058, filed 6/30/16, effective 
8/1/16)

WAC 388-101D-0485  ((Community protection—Treatment)) How does a 
provider use a treatment plan((.)) when developing restrictive proce-
dures?  ((The community protection service provider must implement the 
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client's)) A provider must use the treatment plan ((as written by a 
qualified professional/therapist in accordance with any procedures 
published by the department)), if available, when gathering informa-
tion for a functional assessment related to a target behavior. To im-
plement a restrictive procedure based on the recommendations in a 
treatment plan, the provider must still meet the requirements in WAC 
388-101D-0430. 

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-14-058, filed 6/30/16, effective 
8/1/16)

WAC 388-101D-0490  Community protection—Client records.  In ad-
dition to all other client record requirements in this chapter, com-
munity protection service providers must include the following in the 
client's record:

(1) Psychosexual ((and/))or psychological evaluations or both and 
risk assessments;

(2) Plans and assessments including:
(a) The written individual plan;
(b) The functional assessment;
(c) The positive behavior support plan; and
(d) A therapist approved treatment plan, if available.
(3) The client's sex offender registration with law enforcement 

authorities when required by law;
(4) Notice to the division of developmental disabilities of the 

client's sex offender registration; and
(5) Agreements, requirements, and plans, including the chaperone 

agreement, with individuals who support the client.
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WSR 26-03-096
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-10—Filed January 21, 2026, 8:29 a.m., effective January 21, 2026, 8:29 a.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: The purpose of this emergency rule is to amend commer-

cial crab fishing in Puget Sound.
WAC 220-340-45500I: (1) Closes Region 2E to commercial crab har-

vest effective one hour after official sunset on January 21, 2026; and 
(2) opens Region 1 to commercial harvest effective 8:00 a.m., February 
6, 2026.

WAC 220-340-47000I: (1) Sets the opening pot limit to 35 pots per 
license effective February 6, 2026; and (2) sets reduced pot limits by 
area for Puget Sound commercial crab harvest effective the dates lis-
ted in the amended section of WAC 220-340-455.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 
220-340-45500H and 220-340-47000H; and amending WAC 220-340-455 and 
220-340-470.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This emergency rule closes Region 2E to 
commercial harvest effective one hour after official sunset on January 
21, 2026, and opens Region 1 to commercial harvest effective 8:00 
a.m., February 6, 2026. There is sufficient allocation remaining to 
allow continued harvest in the Puget Sound commercial crab fishery in 
Regions 1, 3-2, 3-3, and 3-4 until further notice. These provisions 
are in conformity with agreed management plans with applicable tribes. 
Comanagement plans are entered into as required by court order. The 
Puget Sound commercial season is structured to meet harvest allocation 
objectives negotiated with applicable treaty tribes and outlined in 
the management plans. There is insufficient time to adopt permanent 
rules. Further adjustment of season structure may be made pending up-
dated harvest data.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 2, 
Amended 0, Repealed 2.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 21, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director
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NEW SECTION
WAC 220-340-45500I  Commercial crab fishery—Seasons and areas—

Puget Sound.  Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-340-455; ef-
fective immediately, until further notice: 

Harvest of Dungeness crab in Puget Sound is permitted during the 
"Open period" indicated in the following table. Harvest for these 
areas is permitted starting one hour before official sunrise until 
further notice, unless otherwise indicated below. Any closures take 
effect one hour after official sunset unless otherwise indicated.

Geographical Management Unit (WAC 220-320-110) Open Period
Region 1, MFSF Catch Areas 21A, 21B, and 22B 8:00 am February 6, 2026, until 

further notice.
Region 1, Marine Fish-Shellfish Catch Areas 22A, 20A, and 20B 8:00 am February 6, 2026, until 

further notice.
Region 2E, excluding Everett Flats CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(3)) Immediately, through January 21, 

2026.
Region 2E, Everett Flats CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(3)) Closed.
Region 2W, not including Port Townsend Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(5)) Closed.
Region 2W, Port Townsend Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(5)) Closed.
Subregion 3-1 Closed.
Subregion 3-2, not including Discovery Bay CSMA (WAC 220-230-120 (1)(a)), 
Sequim Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(6)), or the Port Angeles Harbor CSMA 
(WAC 220-320-120(4)).

Immediately, until further notice.

Subregion 3-2, Discovery Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120 (1)(a)) Immediately, until further notice.
Subregion 3-2, Sequim Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(6)) Immediately, until further notice.
Subregion 3-2, the Port Angeles Harbor CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(4)). Closed.
Subregion 3-3 Immediately, until further notice.
Subregion 3-4 Immediately, until further notice.

Reviser's note: The typographical error in the above section occurred in the copy filed by the 
agency and appears in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-340-47000I  Commercial crab fishery—Gear limits—Puget 

Sound and Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of 220-340-470, effective immediately, 
until further notice:

Effective during the "Open Period" listed in WAC 220-340-45500I, 
it is unlawful for any person to harvest crabs with more than the "Pot 
limit" per license per buoy tag number indicated within each "geo-
graphical management unit".

Geographical Management Unit (WAC 220-320-110) Pot limit
Region 1, MFSF Catch Areas 21A, 21B, and 22B 35
Region 1, Marine Fish-Shellfish Catch Areas 22A, 20A, and 20B 35
Region 2E, excluding Everett Flats CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(3)) 25
Region 2E, Everett Flats CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(3)) 0
Region 2W, not including Port Townsend Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(5)) 0
Region 2W, Port Townsend Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(5)) 20
Subregion 3-1 25
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Geographical Management Unit (WAC 220-320-110) Pot limit
Subregion 3-2, not including Discovery Bay CSMA (WAC 220-230-120 (1)(a)), Sequim Bay CSMA (WAC 
220-320-120(6)), or the Port Angeles Harbor CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(4)).
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Subregion 3-2, Discovery Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120 (1)(a)) 20
Subregion 3-2, Sequim Bay CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(6)) 20
Subregion 3-2, the Port Angeles Harbor CSMA (WAC 220-320-120(4)). 0
Subregion 3-3 50
Subregion 3-4 50

Reviser's note: The typographical error in the above section occurred in the copy filed by the 
agency and appears in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

REPEALER
The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code are 

repealed, effective immediately:
WAC 220-340-45500H Commercial crab fishery—Seasons and 

areas—Puget Sound. (25-311)
WAC 220-340-47000H Commercial crab fishery—Gear limits—

Puget Sound and Marine Fish-Shellfish 
Management and Catch Reporting Areas. 
(26-08)
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WSR 26-03-097
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Economic Services Administration)

[Filed January 21, 2026, 8:32 a.m., effective January 21, 2026, 8:32 a.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: The department of social and health services 

(department) is extending emergency amendments to WAC 388-412-0015 
General information about your food assistance allotments, 
388-450-0185 What income deductions does the department allow when de-
termining if I am eligible for food benefits and the amount of my 
monthly benefits?, 388-450-0190 How does the department figure my 
shelter cost income deduction for basic food?, 388-450-0195 Does the 
department use my utility costs when calculating my basic food or 
WASHCAP benefits?, and 388-478-0060 What are the income limits and 
maximum benefit amounts for basic food?

These amendments are necessary to implement supplemental nutri-
tion assistance program cost-of-living adjustments received from the 
United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service 
(USDA, FNS), effective October 1, 2025.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
388-412-0015, 388-450-0185, 388-450-0190, 388-450-0195, and 
388-478-0060.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.200, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 
74.08A.010, 74.08A.120, and 74.08A.250.

Other Authority: New standards issued by USDA, FNS.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that state or 

federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of 
federal funds requires immediate adoption of a rule.

Reasons for this Finding: USDA, FNS issued annual updates to 
standards for federal fiscal year 2026, effective October 1, 2025. 
These updates affect the standard deduction, shelter deduction, home-
less shelter deduction, utility deduction, and minimum and maximum al-
lotments for the basic food program. The department is proceeding with 
the permanent rule-making process and filed a CR-103P under WSR 
26-02-071 on January 7, 2026. Once effective, the permanent rule-mak-
ing order filed under WSR 26-02-071 will supersede this emergency 
rule.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 5, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 5, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 8, 2026.
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator
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SHS-5107.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-07-095, filed 3/17/23, effective 
4/17/23)

WAC 388-412-0015  General information about your food assistance 
allotments.  (1) Your monthly allotment under the Washington basic 
food program, food assistance program for legal immigrants (FAP), 
Washington combined application project (WASHCAP), or the transitional 
food assistance (TFA) program is the total dollar value of benefits 
your assistance unit (AU) receives for a calendar month.

(2) How we determine monthly allotments:
(a) We calculate your monthly allotment for federally funded ba-

sic food as described under WAC 388-450-0162.
(b) We calculate your monthly allotment for state-funded food as-

sistance as described under WAC 388-400-0050.
(3) Maximum allotment:
(a) The maximum allotment for the number of people in your AU el-

igible for federally funded basic food benefits is described under WAC 
388-478-0060.

(b) The maximum allotment for the number of people in your AU el-
igible for state-funded FAP benefits is set by the legislature in the 
biennial operating budget as described in WAC 388-400-0050.

(4) Prorated benefits in the first month. If we determine you are 
eligible for food assistance, your first month's benefits are calcula-
ted from the date you applied through the end of the month of your ap-
plication. This is called proration and is based on a 30-day month:

(a) If your prorated benefits for the first month are under 10 
dollars, you will not receive an allotment for the first month.

(b) If there was a delay in processing your application, we de-
termine when your benefits start under WAC 388-406-0055.

(5) Combined allotment for first and second month's benefits. If 
you apply for benefits on or after the 16th of the month and we deter-
mine you are eligible for food assistance for both the first and sec-
ond month, we will issue both months' benefits in one allotment.

(6) Minimum allotment. Unless it is the first month of your cer-
tification period and your benefits are prorated as described in sub-
section (4) of this section, your monthly allotment will be at least:

(a) (($23)) $24 if your AU has one or two members and at least 
one person is eligible for federally funded basic food; or

(b) (($23)) $24 dollars if your AU has one or two members and all 
members of your AU are eligible for state-funded FAP.

(7) Use of food assistance benefits. Your food assistance bene-
fits may only be used to buy eligible food items as described under 
WAC 388-412-0046. If you use your benefits in any other way, it is an 
intentional program violation under WAC 388-446-0015 and could result 
in fines, imprisonment, disqualification from receiving food assis-
tance benefits, or any combination of these penalties.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-01-045, filed 12/10/24, effective 
1/10/25)

WAC 388-450-0185  What income deductions does the department al-
low when determining if I am eligible for food benefits and the amount 
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of my monthly benefits?  (1) We determine if your assistance unit (AU) 
is eligible for basic food and calculate your monthly benefits accord-
ing to requirements of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 and federal 
regulations related to the supplemental nutrition assistance program 
(SNAP).

(2) Under these federal laws, we subtract the following amounts 
from your AU's total monthly income to determine your countable month-
ly income under WAC 388-450-0162:

(a) A standard deduction based on the number of eligible people 
in your AU under WAC 388-408-0035:

Eligible AU members Standard deduction
3 or fewer (($204)) $209

4 (($217)) $223
5 (($254)) $261

6 or more (($291)) $299

(b) Twenty percent of your AU's gross earned income (earned in-
come deduction);

(c) Your AU's expected monthly dependent care expense needed for 
an AU member to:

(i) Keep work, look for work, or accept work;
(ii) Attend training or education to prepare for employment; or
(iii) Meet employment and training requirements under chapter 

388-444 WAC;
(d) Medical expenses over $35 a month owed or anticipated by an 

elderly or disabled person as defined in WAC 388-400-0040 in your AU 
as allowed under WAC 388-450-0200; and

(e) A portion of your shelter costs as described in WAC 
388-450-0190.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-01-045, filed 12/10/24, effective 
1/10/25)

WAC 388-450-0190  How does the department figure my shelter cost 
income deduction for basic food?  The department calculates your shel-
ter cost income deduction for basic food as follows:

(1) First, we add up the amounts your assistance unit (AU) must 
pay each month for shelter. We do not count any overdue amounts, late 
fees, penalties, or mortgage payments you make ahead of time as allow-
able shelter costs. We count the following expenses as an allowable 
shelter cost in the month the expense is due:

(a) Monthly rent, lease, and mortgage payments;
(b) Property taxes;
(c) Homeowner's association or condo fees;
(d) Homeowner's insurance for the building only;
(e) Utility allowance your AU is eligible for under WAC 

388-450-0195;
(f) Out-of-pocket repairs for the home if it was substantially 

damaged or destroyed due to a natural disaster such as a fire or 
flood;

(g) Expense of a temporarily unoccupied home because of employ-
ment, training away from the home, illness, or abandonment caused by a 
natural disaster or casualty loss if your:

(i) AU intends to return to the home;
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(ii) AU has current occupants who are not claiming the shelter 
costs for basic food purposes; and

(iii) AU's home is not being leased or rented during your AU's 
absence.

(h) A homeless AU with shelter costs is eligible for a homeless 
shelter expense deduction of (($190)) $198. If the homeless AU has 
shelter costs in excess of this amount, the AU has the option to claim 
either:

(i) The homeless shelter deduction; or
(ii) Actual shelter costs.
(2) Second, we subtract all deductions your AU is eligible for 

under WAC 388-450-0185 (2)(a) through (2)(d) from your AU's gross in-
come. The result is your AU's countable income.

(3) Finally, we subtract one-half of your AU's countable income 
from your AU's total shelter costs. The result is your excess shelter 
costs. Your AU's shelter cost deduction is the excess shelter costs:

(a) Up to a maximum of (($712)) $744 if no one in your AU is eld-
erly or disabled as defined in WAC 388-400-0040; or

(b) The entire amount if an eligible person in your AU is elderly 
or disabled, even if the amount is over (($712)) $744.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-01-045, filed 12/10/24, effective 
1/10/25)

WAC 388-450-0195  Does the department use my utility costs when 
calculating my basic food or WASHCAP benefits?  (1) The department 
uses utility allowances instead of the actual utility costs your as-
sistance unit (AU) pays when we determine your:

(a) Monthly benefits under WAC 388-492-0070 if you receive Wash-
ington state combined application project (WASHCAP); or

(b) Shelter cost income deduction under WAC 388-450-0190 for ba-
sic food.

(2) We use the following amounts if you have utility costs sepa-
rate from your rent or mortgage payment:

(a) If your AU has heating or cooling costs or receives more than 
$20 in low income home energy assistance program (LIHEAP) benefits 
from the heat and eat program under WAC 388-400-0047 each year, you 
get a standard utility allowance (SUA) of (($502)) $515.

(b) If your household does not receive a LIHEAP heat and eat pay-
ment and the reason is solely because of your immigration status, you 
get a SUA of (($502)) $515.

(c) If your AU does not qualify for the SUA and you have any two 
utility costs listed in subsection (3) of this section, you get a 
limited utility allowance (LUA) of (($396)) $406.

(d) If your AU has only telephone costs and no other utility 
costs, you get a telephone utility allowance (TUA) of (($56)) $58.

(3) "Utility costs" include the following:
(a) Heating or cooling fuel;
(b) Electricity or gas;
(c) Water;
(d) Sewer;
(e) Well installation/maintenance;
(f) Septic tank installation/maintenance;
(g) Garbage/trash collection; and
(h) Telephone service.
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(4) If you do not have a utility cost separate from your rent or 
mortgage payment and do not receive LIHEAP from the heat and eat pro-
gram under WAC 388-400-0047, you do not receive a utility allowance.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-01-045, filed 12/10/24, effective 
1/10/25)

WAC 388-478-0060  What are the income limits and maximum benefit 
amounts for basic food?  (1) If your assistance unit (AU) meets all 
other eligibility requirements for basic food, your AU must have in-
come at or below the limits in columns B and C of this subsection to 
get basic food, unless you meet one of the exceptions listed below in 
subsection (2) of this section. 

The maximum monthly food assistance benefit your AU could receive 
is listed in column D of this subsection.

EFFECTIVE 10/1/((2024)) 2025

Column A
Number of 
Eligible AU 

Members

Column B
Maximum Gross
Monthly Income 
(130% of Poverty 

Level)

Column C
Maximum Net

(Countable) Monthly 
Income (100% of 

Poverty Level)

Column D
Maximum
Allotment

Column E
165% of

Poverty Level
1 (($1,632)) $1,696  (($1,255)) $1,305  (($292)) $298  (($2,071)) $2,152  
2 ((2,215)) 2,292  ((1,704)) 1,763  ((536)) 546  ((2,811)) $2,909  
3 ((2,798)) 2,888  ((2,152)) 2,221  ((768)) 785  ((3,551)) 3,665  
4 ((3,380)) 3,483  ((2,600)) 2,680  ((975)) 994  ((4,290)) 4,421  
5 ((3,963)) 4,079  ((3,049)) 3,138  ((1,158)) 1,183  ((5,030)) 5,177  
6 ((4,546)) 4,675  ((3,497)) 3,596  ((1,390)) 1,421  ((5,770)) 5,934  
7 ((5,129)) 5,271  ((3,945)) 4,055  ((1,536)) 1,571  ((6,510)) 6,690  
8 ((5,712)) 5,867  ((4,394)) 4,513  ((1,756)) 1,789  ((7,249)) 7,446  

((9 6,295  4,843  1,976  7,989  
10 6,878  5,292  2,196  8,729))  

Each Additional 
Member

+ ((583)) 596  + ((449)) 459  + ((220)) 218  + ((740)) 757  

(2) Exceptions:
(a) If your AU is categorically eligible as under WAC 

388-414-0001, your AU does not have to meet the gross or net income 
standards in columns B and C of subsection (1) of this section. We 
budget your AU's income to decide the amount of basic food your AU 
will receive.

(b) If your AU includes a member who is 60 years of age or older 
or has a disability, your AU's income must be at or below the limit in 
column C of subsection (1) of this section.

(c) If you are 60 years of age or older and cannot buy and cook 
your own meals because of a permanent disability, we will use column E 
of subsection (1) of this section to decide if you can be a separate 
AU.

(d) If your AU has zero income, your benefits are the maximum al-
lotment in column D of subsection (1) of this section, based on the 
number of eligible members in your AU.
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WSR 26-03-098
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Economic Services Administration)

[Filed January 21, 2026, 8:48 a.m., effective January 27, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: January 27, 2026.
Purpose: The department of social and health services 

(department) is extending emergency amendments to WAC 388-444-0030 Are 
able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWD) subject to additional 
work requirements and time limits to be eligible for basic food? and 
388-444-0035 Who is exempt from ABAWD time limits and minimum work re-
quirements? These amendments are necessary to implement changes in ex-
ceptions to ABAWD time limits as passed in H.R. 1, P.L. 119-21, effec-
tive July 4, 2025.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
388-444-0030 and 388-444-0035.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 
74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 74.08A.120.

Other Authority: H.R. 1 (P.L. 119-21).
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that state or 

federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of 
federal funds requires immediate adoption of a rule.

Reasons for this Finding: Emergency rule making is justified be-
cause of the federal deadline imposed.

The department is concurrently proceeding with the permanent 
rule-making process. Refer to: CR-103E filed as WSR 25-20-075 on Sep-
tember 29, 2025; CR-101 filed as WSR 25-21-002 on October 1, 2025; and 
CR-102 filed as WSR 26-01-029 on December 5, 2025.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 2, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 2, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: January 14, 2026.
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator

SHS-5111.1
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-05-071, filed 2/20/24, effective 
3/22/24)

WAC 388-444-0030  Are able-bodied adults without dependents 
(ABAWD) subject to additional work requirements and time limits to be 
eligible for basic food?  (1) An able-bodied adult without dependents 
(ABAWD) is a person who:

(a) Is age 18 through 64 beginning July 4, 2025((:))
(((i) 50 from September 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023; 
(ii) 52 from October 1, 2023, to September 30, 2024;
(iii) 54 beginning October 1, 2024)); and
(b) Is fit for work and not exempted under WAC 388-444-0035.
(2) A nonexempt ABAWD is not eligible to receive food assistance 

for more than three full months (which do not have to be consecutive 
months), not including any partial benefit months in a 36-month peri-
od, unless the ABAWD:

(a) Works an average of 80 hours per month, including:
(i) Work in exchange for money;
(ii) Work in exchange for goods or services ("in kind" work);
(iii) Unpaid work that is verified according to department re-

quirements; or
(iv) Any combination of (a)(i) through (iii) of this subsec-

tion((;)).
(b) Participates in one of the following work programs and is 

meeting the requirements of that work program:
(i) The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014;
(ii) Section 236 of the Trade Act of 1974;
(iii) A state-approved employment and training program at least 

an average of 80 hours per month; or
(c) Participates in an unpaid work program as provided in WAC 

388-444-0040.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-15-022, filed 7/7/25, effective 
8/7/25)

WAC 388-444-0035  Who is exempt from ABAWD time limits and mini-
mum work requirements?  Some people who receive basic food are exempt 
from able-bodied adult without dependents (ABAWD) time limits and min-
imum work requirements. You are exempt from ABAWD time limits and work 
requirements under WAC 388-444-0030 if you meet any one or more of the 
following:

(1) You are exempt from work requirements under WAC 388-444-0010;
(2) You are defined as:
(a) An Indian or Urban Indian as defined in section 4 paragraphs 

13 and 18 of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act; or
(b) A California Indian as described in section 809(a) of the In-

dian Health Care Improvement Act.
(3) You are under age 18 or are age((: 
(a) 51 or older from September 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023;
(b) 53 or older beginning October 1, 2023, through September 30, 

2024; and
(c) 55 or older beginning October 1, 2024)) 65 or older beginning 

July 4, 2025.
(3) You receive temporary or permanent disability benefits issued 

by a governmental or private source;
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(4) You are obviously mentally or physically unfit for employment 
as determined by the department; however, if the unfitness is not ob-
vious, you must provide a statement that you are physically or mental-
ly unfit for employment from a physician, physician's assistant, 
nurse, nurse practitioner, designated representative of the physi-
cian's office, licensed or certified psychologist, social worker, or 
any other medical personnel the department determines appropriate;

(5) You are an adult in a basic food assistance unit that has a 
family member who is under the age of ((18)) 14;

(6) You are pregnant;
(7) ((You are homeless, including individuals who will imminently 

lose their nighttime residence;
(8) You are a veteran defined as an individual who, regardless of 

the conditions of their discharge or release from, served in the Uni-
ted States Armed Forces (such as Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, 
Space Force, Coast Guard, and National Guard), including an individual 
who served in a reserve component of the Armed Forces, or served as a 
commissioned officer of the Public Health Service, Environmental Sci-
entific Services Administration, or the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration;

(9) You are 24 or younger, and were:
(a) In foster care as defined in RCW 74.13.020 at the time of 

your 18th birthday; or
(b) Under extended foster care services as defined in RCW 

74.13.336;
(10))) You live in an area approved as exempt by U.S. Department 

of Agriculture (USDA); or
(((11))) (8) You are eligible for one of the approved exemption 

slots under the USDA discretionary exemptions rule.
Reviser's note: The typographical error in the above section occurred in the copy filed by the 

agency and appears in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.
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