
WSR 26-03-013
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Economic Services Administration)
[Filed January 9, 2026, 10:26 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and 
health services (department) plans to amend WAC 388-472-0040 What are 
the department's responsibilities in giving NSA services to me?, and 
other related rules as may be required.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 
74.08A.120.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: Planned amendments will clarify eligibility rules 
when an application for recertification is received after the certifi-
cation period ends, in accordance with federal law. If applicable, 
these amendments will make additional changes required to improve 
clarity, update policy, or better align rule language with state and 
federal law or regulation.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: United States 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, and (for tempo-
rary assistance for needy families) 45 C.F.R. § 206.10 (a)(9)(iii).

Process for Developing New Rule: The department welcomes the pub-
lic to take part in developing the rules. Anyone interested should 
contact the staff person identified below. At a later date, the de-
partment will file a proposal with the office of the code reviser with 
a notice of proposed rule making. A copy of the proposal will be sent 
to everyone on the mailing list and to anyone who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Joyce Hensen, P.O. Box 45470, Olympia, WA 98504-4570, phone 
425-999-5162, TTY 711 relay service, email joyce.hensen@dshs.wa.gov.

January 9, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator

Washington State Register, Issue 26-03 WSR 26-03-013

Certified on 1/29/2026 [ 1 ] WSR Issue 26-03 - Preproposal



WSR 26-03-027
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed January 13, 2026, 7:50 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: New chapter 182-567 WAC, Contin-
gency management; other related rules as appropriate.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 71.24.035 (5)(i), 71.24.145(3), 71.24.125(3), and 71.24.546.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: The health care authority (agency) is planning to 
establish new rules under chapter 182-567 WAC for contingency manage-
ment services. The contingency management treatment program is inten-
ded to complement other substance use disorder treatment services al-
ready offered by apple health by providing motivational incentives to 
eligible apple health clients. This rule making aligns with Washing-
ton's Medicaid Transformation Project 2.0, in accordance with section 
1115(a) demonstration waiver and special terms and conditions. During 
this review, the agency may identify additional related changes that 
improve clarity or update policy.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public 
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After 
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests 
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Valerie Freudenstein, Rule-making Questions, P.O. Box 
42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, phone 360-725-5128, fax 360-586-9727, 
telecommunication relay services (TRS) 711, email 
valerie.freudenstein@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking; or Sonia Wagner, Program Questions, P.O. Box 42716, Olym-
pia, WA 98504-2716, phone 360-725-1667, fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711, 
email Sonia.wagner@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking.

January 13, 2026
Wendy Barcus

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-030
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Economic Services Administration)
[Filed January 13, 2026, 2:06 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and 
health services (DSHS) is planning to amend the following WAC and oth-
er related rules as may be required: WAC 388-400-0010 Who is eligible 
for state family assistance?, and 388-493-0010 Working family support.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.820, 74.08.090, 
74.08A.120, and 74.09.035.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: Planned amendments will update the state family as-
sistance and working family support programs to support compliance 
with federal program requirements and the state operating budget. If 
applicable, these amendments will make additional changes required to 
improve clarity, update policy, or better align rule language with 
state and federal law or regulations.

Process for Developing New Rule: DSHS welcomes the public to take 
part in developing the rules. Anyone interested should contact the 
staff person identified below. At a later date, DSHS will file a pro-
posal with the office of the code reviser with a notice of proposed 
rule making. A copy of the proposal will be sent to everyone on the 
mailing list and to anyone who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Sarah Garcia, P.O. Box 45470, Olympia, WA 98504-5470, phone 
360-522-2214, TTY 711 relay service, email sarah.garcia@dshs.wa.gov.

January 13, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-031
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed January 14, 2026, 8:43 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 182-501-0060 Health care 
coverage—Program benefit packages—Scope of service categories; other 
related rules as appropriate.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: The health care authority (agency) is amending this 
rule to make necessary corrections to the table of service categories. 
During this review, the agency may identify additional related changes 
that improve clarity or update policy.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The department 
of social and health services.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public 
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After 
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests 
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Melinda Froud, Rule-making Questions, P.O. Box 42716, Olym-
pia, WA 98504-2716, phone 360-725-1408, fax 360-586-9727, telecommuni-
cation relay services (TRS) 711, email melinda.froud@hca.wa.gov, web-
site www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking; or Kristina Bair, Program 
Questions, P.O. Box 42722, Olympia, WA 98504-2722, phone 360-725-9964, 
fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711, email Kristina.bair@hca.wa.gov, website 
www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking.

January 14, 2026
Wendy Barcus

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-033
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Economic Services Administration)
[Filed January 14, 2026, 9:07 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and 
health services (DSHS) is planning to amend the following WAC and oth-
er related rules as may be required: WAC 388-400-0047 What is the heat 
and eat program and are you eligible?, and 388-450-0015 What types of 
income are not used by the department to figure out my benefits?

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.300, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 
74.04.515, 74.08.090, 74.08A.010, 74.08A.120, 74.08A.903, and 
82.08.0206.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: Planned amendments will implement changes to the 
heat and eat program as required by H.R.1 (P.L. 119-21) and how low-
income energy assistance program income is counted when determining 
eligibility for food assistance. If applicable, these amendments will 
make additional changes required to improve clarity, update policy, or 
better align rule language with state and federal law or regulations.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: United States 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Services.

Process for Developing New Rule: DSHS welcomes the public to take 
part in developing rules. Anyone interested should contact the staff 
person identified below. At a later date, DSHS will file a proposal 
with the office of the code reviser with a notice of proposed rule 
making. A copy of the proposal will be sent to everyone on the mailing 
list and to anyone who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Alexis Miller, P.O. Box 45470, Olympia, WA 98504-4570, 
phone 253-579-3144, TTY 711 relay service, email 
alexis.a.miller@dshs.wa.gov.

January 14, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-034
WITHDRAWAL OF

PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
[Filed January 14, 2026, 9:55 a.m.]

The home and community living administration requests the with-
drawal of preproposal statement of inquiry notice filed as WSR 
26-01-145 on December 18, 2025 (WAC 388-116-1010, 388-116-3020, 
388-116-3030, 388-116-3080, 388-116-4030, and 388-116-5030), regarding 
WA Cares fund program.

The withdrawal should be effective immediately upon filing.
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-035
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Home and Community Living Administration)
[Filed January 14, 2026, 9:59 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and 
health services (DSHS) is considering amending WAC 388-116-1010, 
388-116-3020, 388-116-3030, 388-116-3080, 388-116-4030, and 
388-116-5030; and any additional rules as necessary. The amendments 
are intended to address adaptive equipment and technology, minimum 
qualifications for providers, signatories for background check re-
quirements, exception to rule requests, payment of fees related to ad-
ministrative hearings, and definitions related to financial management 
services vendors and reimbursement. Other related rules may be amended 
as necessary.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 50B.04.020 (3)(k).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: This rule-making project is needed to expand allowa-
ble adaptive equipment and technology for beneficiaries of the WA 
Cares fund program, provide clarification for requirements for long-
term services and supports providers, and [provide] clarification for 
participants of administrative hearings. DSHS will use this as an op-
portunity to make changes for clarity related to definitions.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Employment se-
curity department and health care authority. Coordination will occur 
between departments for consistent implementation of the WA Cares fund 
program under chapter 50B.04 RCW.

Process for Developing New Rule: DSHS welcomes the public to take 
part in developing the rules. Anyone interested should contact the 
staff person identified below. At a later date, DSHS will file a pro-
posal with the office of the code reviser with a notice of proposed 
rule making. A copy of the proposal will be sent to everyone on the 
mailing list and to anyone who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Arielle Finney, P.O. Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600, 
phone 360-764-0384, TTY 711 relay service, email 
Arielle.Finney2@dshs.wa.gov.

January 14, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-046
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed January 15, 2026, 7:51 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 182-70 WAC, All payer 
health care claims database; other related rules as appropriate.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160, and 43.371.070.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: The health care authority (agency) is amending chap-
ter 182-70 WAC to remove use of the term "proprietary financial infor-
mation" and to add the provision that the agency may act as the lead 
organization to coordinate and manage the all payer health care claims 
database. These amendments are intended to comply with changes to the 
enabling legislation (chapter 43.371 RCW) made during the 2025 legis-
lative session (chapter 305, Laws of 2025 (EHB 1382)). During this re-
view, the agency may identify additional related changes that improve 
clarity or update policy.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public 
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After 
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests 
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Brian Jensen, Rule-making Questions, P.O. Box 42716, Olym-
pia, WA 98504-2716, phone 360-725-0815, fax 360-586-9727, telecommuni-
cation relay services (TRS) 711, email brian.jensen@hca.wa.gov, web-
site www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking; or Lorie Geryk, Program 
Questions, P.O. Box 45502, Olympia, WA 98504-5502, phone 360-725-1598, 
fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711, email lorie.geryk@hca.wa.gov, website 
www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking.

January 15, 2026
Wendy Barcus

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-063
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

CHARTER SCHOOL COMMISSION
[Filed January 16, 2026, 12:13 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Technical assistance; amending 
[adopting new] WAC 180-19-241 to establish standards for the provision 
of technical assistance by the Washington state charter school commis-
sion (commission), including initiation, objectives, scope, and its 
relationship to corrective action and authorizing decisions, in sup-
port of charter school compliance and accountability.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 28A.710.040, 28A.710.110, and 28A.710.150.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: WAC 180-19-241 Technical assistance. The commission 
is proposing rules to clarify and formalize its authority to provide 
technical assistance to charter schools and charter school boards un-
der chapter 28A.710 RCW.

While the commission has long engaged in technical assistance as 
part of its authorizing and oversight responsibilities, existing rules 
do not clearly define the purpose, scope, initiation, or limits of 
such assistance. The absence of explicit regulatory standards has cre-
ated ambiguity regarding when and how technical assistance may be of-
fered, how it relates to corrective action and authorizing decisions, 
and how schools should understand participation in such support.

These rules are needed to establish a clear, transparent, and 
consistent framework for technical assistance that supports effective 
governance, compliance, accountability, and continuous improvement 
across the charter sector.

Specifically, the proposed rule would accomplish the following:
• Clarify authority and intent by expressly authorizing the commis-

sion to provide technical assistance both at the request of the 
charter schools and proactively, informed by oversight, monitor-
ing, or risk-based review activities.

• Differentiate technical assistance from corrective action, ensur-
ing that nonpunitive, capacity-building support can occur inde-
pendently of formal enforcement processes.

• Promote early intervention and risk prevention by allowing the 
commission to address emerging academic, financial, operational, 
or governance concerns before they escalate into material noncom-
pliance or threaten student welfare or public resources.

• Increase transparency and shared understanding by defining the 
objectives, methods, and limitations of technical assistance, in-
cluding how it relates to authorizing decisions.

• Support consistent statewide practice by establishing standards 
for how technical assistance is initiated, delivered, and docu-
mented, whether provided by commission staff or contractors.

• Reinforce accountability while preserving autonomy by affirming 
that participation in technical assistance does not constitute a 
finding of noncompliance and does not, by itself, result in ad-
verse authorizing action.
Overall, the proposed rule is intended to strengthen the commis-

sion's ability to fulfill its statutory responsibilities as a public 
steward by providing timely, practical, and equitable support to char-
ter schools, while maintaining clear boundaries between assistance, 
oversight, and enforcement.
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Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: State board of 
education, office of superintendent of public instruction.

Process for Developing New Rule: Pilot rule making; and agency 
study.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Marcus Harden, 1068 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 
98501, phone 360-725-5511, email Charterinfo@wa.k12.us, website 
charterschool.wa.gov.

January 7, 2026
Marcus Harden

Executive Director
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WSR 26-03-065
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND WILDLIFE

[Order 26-01—Filed January 16, 2026, 2:37 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The Washington state department 
of fish and wildlife (WDFW) is considering amending current recrea-
tional fishing rules resulting from stakeholder recommendations made 
during the 2026 North of Falcon process.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: The recreational fishing rules based on North of 
Falcon recommendations change from year to year to reflect resource 
availability and to achieve conservation goals. Amendments to recrea-
tional fishing rules are needed to implement the agreed-upon changes 
made during the North [of] Falcon process.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: There are sev-
eral other agencies involved in this rule making in association with 
the Pacific Fisheries Management Council (PFMC) season setting proc-
ess, including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency's Fisheries 
division (National Marine Fisheries Service). These agencies, as well 
as WDFW, all provide input and/or take part in the PFMC/North of Fal-
con season setting meeting.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study.
Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 

new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting WDFW Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 43200, Olympia, WA 98504, 
phone 855-925-2801, project code 2265, TTY 1-800-833-6388 or 711, 
email 2026nofrecfishingcr101@publicinput.com, website https://
engage.wdfw.wa.gov/2026nofrecfishingcr101 or https://wdfw.wa.gov/
fishing/management/north-falcon.

Additional comments: Assistance for language translation, alter-
nate format, or reasonable accommodation, contact Title VI/ADA compli-
ance coordinator, phone 360-902-2349, TTY 1-800-833-6388 or 711, email 
Title6@dfw.wa.gov. For more information, see https://wdfw.wa.gov/
accessibility/requests-accommodation.

January 16, 2026
Scott Bird

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-066
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND WILDLIFE

[Order 26-02—Filed January 16, 2026, 2:38 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The Washington state department 
of fish and wildlife (WDFW) is considering amending current Puget 
Sound commercial salmon fishing rules resulting from stakeholder rec-
ommendations made during the 2026 North of Falcon process.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: The Puget Sound commercial salmon fishing rules 
[are] based on North of Falcon recommendations that change from year 
to year to reflect resource availability and to achieve conservation 
goals. Amendments to Puget Sound commercial fishing rules are needed 
to implement the agreed-upon changes made during the North of Falcon 
process.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, fisheries, and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service. These agencies, as well as WDFW, the Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council, and the Pacific Salmon Commission, all 
provide input and/or take part in the North of Falcon meetings and 
recommendations.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study.
Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 

new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting WDFW Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 43200, Olympia, WA 98504, 
phone 855-925-2801, project code 2682, TTY 1-800-833-6388 or 711, 
email 2026nofpscommercialcr101@publicinput.com, website https://
engage.wdfw.wa.gov/2026nofpscommercialcr101 or https://wdfw.wa.gov/
fishing/management/north-falcon.

Additional comments: Assistance for language translation, alter-
nate format, or reasonable accommodation, contact Title VI/ADA compli-
ance coordinator, phone 360-902-2349, TTY 1-800-833-6388 or 711, email 
Title6@dfw.wa.gov. For more information, see https://wdfw.wa.gov/
accessibility/requests-accommodation.

January 16, 2026
Scott Bird

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-067
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND WILDLIFE

[Order 26-03—Filed January 16, 2026, 2:39 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The Washington state department 
of fish and wildlife (WDFW) is considering amending current coastal 
commercial salmon fishing rules resulting from stakeholder recommenda-
tions made during the 2026 North of Falcon process.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: Coastal commercial salmon fishing rules are based on 
North of Falcon recommendations that change from year to year to re-
flect resource availability and to achieve conservation goals. Amend-
ments to coastal commercial salmon fishing rules are needed to imple-
ment the agreed-upon changes made during the North of Falcon process.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Agency and the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
These agencies, as well as WDFW, the Pacific Fisheries Management 
Council, and the Pacific Salmon Commission, all provide input and/or 
take part in the North of Falcon meetings and recommendations.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study.
Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 

new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting WDFW Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 43200, Olympia, WA 98504, 
phone 855-925-2801, project code 2335, TTY 1-800-833-6388 or 711, 
email 2026nofcoastalcommercialcr101@publicinput.com, website https://
engage.wdfw.wa.gov/2026nofcoastalcommercialcr101, background https://
wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/management/north-falcon.

Additional comments: Assistance for language translation, alter-
nate format, or reasonable accommodation, contact Title VI/ADA compli-
ance coordinator, phone 360-902-2349, TTY 1-800-833-6388 or 711, email 
Title6@dfw.wa.gov. For more information, see https://wdfw.wa.gov/
accessibility/requests-accommodation.

January 16, 2026
Scott Bird

Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-03-075
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
[Order 25-13—Filed January 20, 2026, 10:11 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The Washington state department 
of ecology (ecology) is beginning a new rule making to update the 
clean fuel standard by implementing 2SHB 1409, which was signed into 
law on May 17, 2025. The rule making will amend chapter 173-424 WAC, 
Clean fuels program rule, and WAC 173-455-150 Clean fuels program 
fees.

Decarbonizing transportation, Washington's top source of green-
house gas emissions, is essential to the state's climate strategy. The 
clean fuel standard reduces emissions by driving investment in low-
carbon transportation fuels, such as renewable diesel, ethanol, and 
electricity for vehicle charging. This legislation more than doubles 
the policy's carbon intensity reduction requirements. Previously, the 
program required a 20 percent reduction in transportation fuel emis-
sions by 2038. With these changes, the clean fuel standard will reduce 
the life cycle greenhouse gas emissions from transportation fuels by 
45 percent below 2017 levels by 2038, with the option to reduce as 
much as 55 percent by 2038 if certain conditions are met. The policy 
is already exceeding expectations, and strengthening it will yield 
even more emissions reductions.

During this rule making, ecology will also update the program's 
primary carbon intensity determination tool, the WA-GREET model, to 
WA-GREET 4.0. This will ensure the use of the most up-to-date scien-
tific methodology and make other technical improvements to support 
policy implementation, such as aligning with other low carbon fuel 
programs as directed by RCW 70A.535.060. This rule making will also 
consider other technical amendments necessary to improve implementa-
tion of the rule, the fee structure, and the integrity of the green-
house gas emissions reductions credited in the program.

Ecology will not consider changes related to carbon capture and 
sequestration, book-and-claim accounting of electricity or renewable 
natural gas, or avoided methane crediting periods.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
Chapter 70A.535 RCW, Transportation fuel—Clean fuels program.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: 2SHB 1409 requires ecology to update annual carbon 
intensity reduction standards for years 2028 through 2038 in rule, to 
meet updated cumulative reduction targets as directed by RCW 
70A.535.060.

Transportation is Washington's largest source of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Reducing the carbon intensity targets for transportation 
fuels will increase availability of low carbon transportation fuel in 
Washington, in turn reducing greenhouse gas emissions and improving 
air quality.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The number of 
states and jurisdictions implementing low carbon fuel programs has in-
creased in recent years and is expected to continue as states develop 
decarbonization strategies. Ecology staff work in close, consistent 
collaboration with outside jurisdictions and states who implement sim-
ilar programs including California air resources board, Oregon depart-
ment of environmental quality, New Mexico environment department, and 
British Columbia's ministry of energy and climate solutions.
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In addition to state programs, there are also federal programs 
that regulate transportation fuels. The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy implements the federal renewable fuel standard program that allows 
fuel producers of advanced biofuel, biomass-based diesel, cellulosic 
biofuel, and renewable fuel to generate credits, using renewable iden-
tification numbers for compliance. The federal Inflation Reduction Act 
also provides incentives for the production and use of clean fuels.

Process for Developing New Rule: Ecology will follow the standard 
process for the adoption of rules under the Administrative Procedure 
Act (chapter 34.05 RCW).

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Lauren Sanner, Department of Ecology, Climate Pollution Re-
duction Program, P.O. Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504-7600, phone 
360-407-6166, for Washington relay service or TTY call 711 or 
877-833-6341, email lauren.sanner@ecy.wa.gov, website [contact agency 
for URL].

Additional comments: Interested parties can stay informed about 
the rule making and public involvement opportunities as described 
above. Ecology will extend an offer for government-to-government con-
sultation with tribal governments during each phase of rule develop-
ment.

Ecology will conduct an environmental justice assessment in ac-
cordance with RCW 70A.02.060 as a part of this rule making.

January 20, 2026
Joel Creswell, Manager

Climate Pollution Reduction Program
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WSR 26-03-081
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR AND INDUSTRIES

[Filed January 20, 2026, 10:56 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Stay-at-work online application; 
chapter 296-16A WAC, Stay-at-work program.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 51.04.020(1).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: The purpose of this rule making is to consider 
amending rules in chapter 296-16A WAC to require submitting Washington 
stay-at-work applications online with an option to opt out.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: No other state, 
local, or federal agency regulates this subject.

Process for Developing New Rule: Parties interested in this rule 
making may contact the individual listed below. The public may also 
participate by commenting after amendments are proposed by providing 
written comments and/or testimony during the public hearing and com-
ment process. A public hearing will be held after the proposal is 
filed.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Annie Peeples, Department of Labor and Industries (L&I), 
Insurance Services, Employer Services, P.O. Box 44148, Olympia, WA 
98504-4148, phone 360-902-4723, fax 360-902-4988, TTY 360-902-5797, 
email Annie.Peeples@Lni.wa.gov.

Additional comments: For more information on L&I rule making, 
visit L&I's rule-making activity web page at https://www.Lni.wa.gov/
rulemaking-activity/.

January 20, 2026
Joel Sacks
Director
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WSR 26-03-094
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
[Order 25-07—Filed January 21, 2026, 8:10 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The Washington state department 
of ecology (ecology) is announcing a rule making to amend chapter 
173-182 WAC, Oil spill contingency plan; and chapter 173-186 WAC, Oil 
spill contingency plan—Railroad.

This rule making will update both chapters to:
• Consider the following recommendations from the 2025 best achiev-

able protection workgroups:
o Amend existing requirements for technical manuals to include 

equipment and tactics for nonfloating oil (NFO) response and 
to ensure responders can quickly evaluate the potential be-
havior and environmental impacts of NFO while maintaining 
safety.

o Strengthen existing drill requirements for NFO responses.
o Strengthen existing drill requirements for southern resident 

killer whale deterrence tactics.
o Incorporate shoreline cleanup assessment technique into cur-

rent planning standards for shoreline cleanup.
o Update aerial surveillance requirements to:

■ Incorporate uncrewed aerial systems as an optional re-
sponse tool in low visibility environments;

■ Improve alignment between facility and covered vessel 
planning standards; and

■ Focus rules on desired outcomes and mission objectives 
rather than specific equipment or sensors.

• Incorporate updates to align with modern agency practices and re-
cent updates to related rules.

• Make minor administrative updates to correct grammatical issues, 
outdated references, and improve readability of rule language.
This rule making will update chapter 173-182 WAC to:

• Consider new equipment planning standards for vessels operating 
in the middle Columbia River to address changes in spill risks in 
that area.

• Clarify existing requirements to eliminate ambiguity and improve 
consistent application of the rule.
Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 

Chapter 88.46 RCW, Vessel oil spill prevention and response; and chap-
ter 90.56 RCW, Oil and hazardous substance spill prevention and re-
sponse.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: This rule making is necessary to strengthen the 
state's oil spill contingency planning requirements for vessels, fa-
cilities, pipelines, and railroads and ensure they continue to maxi-
mize the effectiveness and timeliness of oil spill preparedness and 
response. These updates will help protect Washington's waters, natural 
and cultural resources, and significant economic assets by minimizing 
the impact of oil spills and ensuring the highest level of protection 
achievable through current technology, staffing, and operational prac-
tices.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Coordinating 
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federal and state agencies include the United States Coast Guard, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, Washington utilities and transportation commission, Wash-
ington department of fish and wildlife, and the Puget Sound partner-
ship.

Process for Developing New Rule: Ecology will follow the standard 
process for the adoption of rules under the Administrative Procedure 
Act (chapter 34.05 RCW).

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Megan Hillyard, Department of Ecology, Spill Prevention, 
Preparedness, and Response Program, P.O. Box 330316, Shoreline, WA 
98133-9716, phone 425-758-5600, Washington relay service or TTY call 
711 or 877-833-6341, email spillsrulemaking@ecy.wa.gov, website 
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/
rulemaking/wac-173-182-186-oil-spill-contingency-plans. Sign up to re-
ceive email notices at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/
subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_381.

Additional comments: Interested parties can stay informed about 
the rule making and public involvement opportunities as described 
above. Ecology will extend an offer for government-to-government con-
sultation with tribal governments during each phase of rule develop-
ment.

Ecology will conduct an environmental justice assessment in ac-
cordance with RCW 70A.02.060 as a part of this rule making.

January 21, 2026
Carlos R. Clements, Program Manager

Spill Prevention, Preparedness, and Response
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WSR 26-03-100
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Home and Community Living Administration)
(Developmental Disabilities Community Services)

[Filed January 21, 2026, 9:55 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 388-101D-0485 Community pro-
tection—Treatment plan, and 388-101D-0490 Community protection—Client 
records; and possible other related rules as may be necessary.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 71A.12.030 and 71A.12.280.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: To align WAC with changes in the community protec-
tion program that change the availability and use of treatment plans. 
Without this amendment, providers are unable to comply with WAC re-
quirements that are part of their contract.

Other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and 
the process coordinating the rule with these agencies: Developmental 
disabilities community services (DDCS) will coordinate with residen-
tial care services and the health care authority during the rule-mak-
ing process.

Process for Developing New Rule: The department of social and 
health services (DSHS) welcomes the public to take part in developing 
the rules. Anyone interested should contact the staff person identi-
fied below. At a later date, DSHS will file a proposal with the office 
of the code reviser with a notice of proposed rule making. A copy of 
the proposal will be sent to everyone on the mailing list and to any-
one who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Destinie Buzzard, DDCS, P.O. Box 45310, Olympia, WA 
98504-5310, phone 360-791-4787, fax 360-407-0955, TTY 1-800-833-6388, 
email Destinie.Buzzard@dshs.wa.gov.

January 20, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator
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