
WSR 26-02-026
RULES OF COURT

STATE SUPREME COURT
[December 4, 2025]

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS TO 
CrR/CrRLJ 3.2—RELEASE OF 
ACCUSED AND CrR/CrRLJ 2.2—
WARRANT OF ARREST AND 
SUMMONS

)
)
)
)
)
)

ORDER
NO. 25700-A-1676

The King County Department of Public Defense, the Washington 
State Office of Public Defense, the Washington Defender Association, 
and the Snohomish County Office of Public Defense, having recommended 
the suggested amendments to CrR/CrRLJ 3.2—Release of Accused and CrR/
CrRLJ 2.2—Warrant of Arrest and Summons, and the Court having ap-
proved the suggested amendments for publication;

Now, therefore, it is hereby
ORDERED:
(a) That pursuant to the provisions of GR 9(g), the suggested 

amendments as shown below are to be published for comment in the Wash-
ington Reports, Washington Register, Washington State Bar Association 
and Administrative Office of the Court's websites in January 2026.

(b) The purpose statement as required by GR 9(e) is published 
solely for the information of the Bench, Bar, and other interested 
parties.

(c) Comments are to be submitted to the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court by either U.S. Mail or Internet E-Mail by no later than April 
30, 2026. Comments may be sent to the following addresses: P.O. Box 
40929, Olympia, Washington 98504-0929, or supreme@courts.wa.gov. Com-
ments submitted by e-mail message must be limited to 1500 words.

DATED at Olympia, Washington this 4th day of December, 2025.
 For the Court
  
 Stephens, C.J.
 CHIEF JUSTICE

GR9 COVER SHEET
A. Name of Proponent: The King County Department of Public De-

fense, the Washington State Office of Public Defense, the Washington 
Defender Association, and the Snohomish County Office of Public De-
fense

B. Spokesperson: Matt Sanders, Larry Jefferson, Christie Hedman, 
and Jason Schwarz

C. Purpose: Replace the CrR/CrRLJ 3.2 standard of "likely failure 
to appear" with "high likelihood of willful flight from prosecution"; 
require at least one failure to appear before bail can be imposed un-
der the newly amended "willful flight" prong; enact a $200 cap on bond 
and warrant amounts for most misdemeanor offenses when a finding is 
made under the newly amended "willful flight" prong; amend CrR/CrRLJ 
2.2 regarding the failure to appear and administration of justice 
prongs; in both CrR/CrRLJ 3.2 and 2.2, enact strong presumption for 
deposit of a sum not to exceed 10% of the set bail with the clerk of 
the court.
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D. A public hearing is not recommended.
E. Expedited consideration is not requested.
1. Introduction
The King County Department of Public Defense, the Washington 

State Office of Public Defense, the Washington Defender Association, 
and the Snohomish County Office of Public Defense propose changes to 
CrR/CrRLJ 3.2 and CrR/CrRLJ 2.2 to advance the purposes of bail by fo-
cusing on a person's risk of flight, by enacting a strong presumption 
that a person can post 10% of the bail amount with the clerk's office, 
and by reducing wealth-based pretrial incarceration for misdemeanor 
offenses.

Frequently, the government requests bail under CrR 3.2(b) or a 
warrant under CrR 2.2(b) on the sole basis that a person is likely to 
fail to appear for court hearings. Bail is imposed or a warrant is is-
sued before an accused person has had a single opportunity to volun-
tarily appear in court for their case and with no evidence that the 
person intends to "flee from prosecution." In addition, trial courts 
frequently impose high bail amounts for misdemeanor offenses that re-
sult in wealth-based pretrial incarceration.

We propose:
1. Replacing the current standard of "likely risk of nonappear-

ance" with Illinois' standard of "high likelihood of willful flight to 
avoid prosecution." "Willful flight" will be defined, in part, as "in-
tentional conduct with a purpose to thwart the judicial process to 
avoid prosecution."

2. Providing an accused person at least one chance to appear out-
of-custody on their case before the court can impose bail on the amen-
ded "high likelihood of willful flight to avoid prosecution" prong. To 
be clear, the court would remain able to impose monetary bail under 
CrR/CrRLJ 3.2's other prongs regardless of whether the person had the 
chance to appear out-of-custody for their case.

3. Amending CrR/CrRLJ 2.2(b)'s provisions to allow a warrant, 
rather than a summons, to be issued if the judge finds that a person 
presents a high likelihood of willful flight from prosecution, that 
the person will commit a violent offense, or that the person will seek 
to intimidate, tamper, or threaten a witness, victim or court employ-
ee, or tamper with evidence, or violate a civil or criminal protection 
order or a condition of release requiring no contact with a person or 
place.

4. Following Vermont's lead, capping bail at $200 for most misde-
meanor offenses (excluding domestic violence and DUI) except, in Wash-
ington, limiting the cap to situations where the court makes a finding 
under the willful flight prong.

5. Enacting a strong presumption that the court will allow the 
accused to post 10% of the bail or warrant amount with the registry of 
the court.

2. Courts have long rejected pre-trial, wealth-based detention 
and extensive research demonstrates the harm.

a. Washington courts allow pre-trial detention in very narrow 
circumstances.

Washington State courts have repeatedly affirmed the importance 
of release pre-trial except in very limited circumstances. In State v. 
Jakshitz, the court stated bail is critical so that "the state may be 
relieved of the burden of keeping an accused person; that the innocent 
shall not be confined pending a trial and formal acquittal …"1 The 
"true purpose [of bail] is to free the defendant from imprisonment and 
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to secure his presence before [the] court at an appointed time." State 
ex rel. Wallen v. Judge Noe, Towne, Johnson.2 Bail seeks to "prevent 
excessive pretrial detention."3
1 76 Wn. 253 (1913)
2 78 Wn.2d 484, 487 (1970)
3 Id.

The Eighth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and article I, sec-
tion 14 of the Washington Constitution prohibit excessive bail and are 
grounded in the principle that bail should allow people to be out of 
custody pre-trial. However, bail has often been used as a tool of pre-
trial incarceration. Judges faced with indigent defendants represented 
by public defenders, order bail—including on misdemeanor offenses—in 
the thousands of dollars, knowing that such high amounts will prevent 
the accused from being released pre-trial.

b. Washington's commitment to narrowing the use of pre-trial de-
tention is supported by evidence.

Despite the clear case law emphasizing the importance of pre-tri-
al release, a recent study found that over 81% of the 547,000 people 
confined to U.S. jails were pretrial detainees.4 In Washington, the 
number of people who are incarcerated pretrial has skyrocketed since 
1978:
4 Wendy Sawyer & Peter Wagner, Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2022, Prison Policy Initiative (Mar. 14, 2022), https://perma.cc/6QHQ-L8LB

Washington's jail population by conviction status, 1978-2019

 

Source: Prison Policy Initiative, Washington's jail population by 
conviction status, 1978-2019 (April 2024), https://
www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/jails2024/
WA_conviction_status_1978-2019.html

The rate of pretrial confinement results from judges imposing 
bail amounts that indigent individuals cannot afford. This results in 
people being routinely detained for the entirety of their case—a time 
period that could last months or even years.5 Harms of pretrial deten-
tion include:
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■ Loss of housing, employment, and financial stability.6 A person 
already experiencing homelessness may lose shelter space, person-
al belongings stored there, and a place on a waitlist to enter 
permanent housing.7 Even short periods of incarceration can jeop-
ardize one's ability to maintain custody of their child and their 
access to health care,8 the impact of pretrial detention ancil-
lary to a criminal conviction cannot be overstated.

■ Severe consequences for the families of pre-trial incarcerated 
people in addition to the physical absence of their loved ones. 
Roughly 65% of families with an incarcerated family member are 
unable to meet the family's basic needs.9

■ Negative outcomes for the children of incarcerated parents, in-
cluding mental health issues, physical health problems, antiso-
cial behavior, and youth incarceration.10 These outcomes are 
likely due to increased familial stress levels associated with a 
loss of income due to incarceration.11

■ Harm to mental health of incarcerated individuals. The leading 
cause of in-custody death is suicide.12 The stress, worry, and 
isolation brought on even by a relatively short period of pretri-
al incarceration can cause a person's mental health to deterio-
rate.13 Interruption of medication may cause people to harm them-
selves, refuse to eat, and urinate and defecate on themselves; 
corrections officers who are not trained to intervene are re-
quired to feed and clean people, often leading to physical alter-
cations; and those struggling the most are often placed in soli-
tary confinement, spending 22 to 23 hours alone, which leads to 
further decompensation that can last for years.14 In Washington 
State, the suicide rate for jailed Washingtonians individuals ex-
ceeds the nationwide average.15

■ Negative impacts to the health and welfare of incarcerated per-
sons, who are more likely to be sexually victimized, contract in-
fectious diseases, and be exposed to unsafe and unsanitary living 
conditions.16

5 Marty Berger, The Constitutional Case for Clear and Convincing Evidence in Bail Hearings, 75 Stan. L. Rev. 469, 472 (2023)
6 Samuel R. Wiseman, Pretrial Detention and the Right to Be Monitored, 123 Yale L.J. 1344, 1357 (2014)
7 Id.
8 See Lisa Foster, Judicial Responsibility for Justice in Criminal Courts, 46 Hofstra L. Rev. 21 (2018)
9 Sanetade Vuono-Powell, et al., Ella Baker Center, Who Pays? The True Cost of Incarceration in Families (2014), https://ellabakercenter.org/wp-content/

uploads/2022/09/Who-Pays-FINAL.pdf
10 See Joseph Murray & Lynne Murray, Parental Incarceration, Attachment, and Child Psychopathology, Attachment & Human Development, 12, 289-309 

(2010); Maxia Dong et al., Insights Into Causal Pathways for Ischemic Heart Disease: Adverse Childhood Experiences Study, Circulation, 110, 1761-1766 
(2004); Joseph Murray et al., Children's Antisocial Behavior, Mental Health, Drug Use, and Educational Performance After Parental Incarceration, 
Psychological Bulletin, 138, 175-21 (2012); James M. Conway & Edward T. Jones, Seven Out of Ten? Not Even Close: A review of research on the 
likelihood of children with incarcerated parents becoming justice-involved (2015), https://imrp.dpp.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3351/2021/09/
March-2015-Seven-out-of-ten.pdf; Beth M. Huebner & Regan Gustafson, The Effect of Maternal Incarceration on Adult Offspring Involvement in the 
Criminal Justice System, Journal of Criminal Justice, 35, 283-296 (2007).

11 Kristin Turney, The Consequences of Paternal Incarceration for Maternal Neglect and Harsh Parenting, Social Forces, 92, 1607-1636 (2014).
12 Natalie Lima & Susan Nembhard, Pretrial Deaths in Custody Are Prevalent but Preventable, Urban Wire (Dec. 14, 2022), https://www.urban.org/urban-

wire/pretrial-deaths-custody-are-prevalent-preventable
13 ACLU, No Money, No Freedom: The Need for Bail Reform (2016), http://www.aclu-wa.org/bail
14 Trueblood v. Washington State Dep't of Soc. & Health Servs., 73 F. Supp. 3d 1311 (W.D. Wash. 2014).
15 Austin Jenkins, Jails in Washington and Oregon Have Higher Suicide Rate than National Average, Northwest News Network (Oct. 7, 2021), https://

www.nwnewsnetwork.org/2021-10-07/jails-in-washington-and-oregon-have-higher-suicide-rate-than-national-average
16 See Allen J. Beck et al., Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Dep't of Justice, Sexual Victimization in Prisons and Jails Reported by Inmates, 2011-12, at 9 

(2013); see also Moving Beyond Money: A Primer on Bail Reform, Criminal Justice Policy Program at Harvard Law School, 6 (2016)

Communities pay a significant price for pre-trial detention. Na-
tionwide studies suggest that taxpayers across the country pay approx-
imately $38,000,000 per day, and $14,000,000,000 a year to detain peo-
ple with pending criminal charges.17 Locally, King County, Washing-
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ton's largest county, spends approximately $11,500 every month to de-
tain someone pre-trial.18
17 Nicole Zayas Manzano, The High Price of Cash Bail, The Bail Project, July 17, 2023
18 Cashless Bail Has a Place in Our Judicial System, The Seattle Times, Sept. 9, 2025, https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/cashless-bail-has-a-

place-in-our-judicial-system/

c. Pretrial detention disproportionately impacts people of color, 
poor people, and people with disabilities.

The dire circumstances that upend the lives of many pretrial de-
tainees are often disproportionately felt by Black and Brown Washing-
tonians, given the racial dynamics at play in our criminal legal sys-
tem. Studies suggest that both the imposition and effect of bail are 
racially disproportionate.19 Nationwide, Black people are more likely 
to be detained and have cash bail imposed than their white counter-
parts.20 Disturbingly, the average bail amount given to Black people 
is about $10,000 higher on average than that given to others.21 Gener-
ally, the likelihood of otherwise "similarly situated" Black and Lat-
inx22 defendants being incarcerated pretrial because they are unable 
to pay the ordered bail amount was twice that of white defendants.23 
Implicit racial bias plays a significant role in fostering the racial 
disproportionality within our nation's criminal legal system—includ-
ing amongst judges who make bail determinations.24
19 Cynthia E. Jones, "Give Us Free": Addressing Racial Disparities in Bail Determinations, 16 N.Y.U.J. Legis. & Pub. Pol'y 919 (2013)
20 How Race Impacts Who Is Detained Pretrial, Prison Policy Initiative (Oct. 9, 2019), https://perma.cc/8MPZ-9CNB
21 Marty Berger, The Constitutional Case for Clear and Convincing Evidence in Bail Hearings, 75 Stan. L. Rev. 469, 492 (2023)
22 The term "Latinx" is used a gender-neutral alternative to Latino/Latina that, unlike "Hispanic," does not exclusively honor Spanish origin. When 

"Hispanic" is used referenced materials, it is replaced with the more inclusive "Latinx."
23 Jones, supra note 19; Bail Reform and Risk Assessment: The Cautionary Tale of Federal Sentencing, 131 Harv. L. Rev. 1125, 1129 (2018) (citing Stephen 

Demuth & Darrell Steffensmeier, The Impact of Gender and Race-Ethnicity in the Pretrial Release Process, 51 Soc. Probs. 222, 222 (2004))
24 David Arnold et al., Measuring Racial Discrimination in Bail Decisions, 112 Am. Econ. Rev. 2992, 2994 (2022)

Research in Washington State, including data from King County, 
demonstrates that Black and Latinx individuals are incarcerated pre-
trial at higher rates than white defendants.25 Data published by the 
King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) shows 
that, in September 2025, over 38.7% of the average daily population of 
adults incarcerated in King County Correctional Facilities were 
Black.26 In contrast, 2020 census data shows only 7% of King County 
residents are Black.27
25 Preliminary Report on Race and Washington's Criminal Justice System, 47 Gonz. L. Rev. 251 (2011-2012)
26 Population Information - Adult and Juvenile Detention, Population Dashboard, King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, https://

www.kingcounty.gov/depts/jails/about/dajd-stats.aspx
27 King County Demographics, 2020 Census Race and Ethnicity, https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/executive/governance-leadership/performance-strategy-

budget/regional-planning/demographics

Poor people, people of color, and people with disabilities are 
disproportionately affected by wealth-based pretrial detention because 
they are more likely to be jailed before trial and less likely to be 
able to afford bail.28 We must make changes to the wealth-based pre-
trial detention system in Washington State.
28 Steven Demuth, Racial and Ethnic Difference in Pretrial Release Decisions and Outcomes: A Comparison of Hispanic, Black, and White Felony Arrestees, 

41 J. of Crim. 873, 897 (2003)

d. Accused people who are released pre-trial are more likely to 
have positive outcomes in their criminal cases

The racial disproportionality of the bail system has additional, 
far-reaching impacts due to the deleterious impact that pre-trial in-
carceration has on case outcomes..29 Studies demonstrate a causal link 
between pre-trial incarceration and adverse case outcomes. Those held 
in jail during the pre-trial period are 25% more likely to plead guil-
ty, as pleading guilty often allows immediate freedom while maintain-
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ing one's innocence could require months, and in some cases years, of 
continued pre-trial incarceration.30 Those individuals incarcerated 
for the entire pre-trial period are "over four times more likely to be 
sentenced to jail and over three times more likely to be sentenced to 
prison than those who were released at some point pending trial."31 
Individuals incarcerated pre-trial are sentenced to prison sentences 
twice as long as those who were not detained but also sentenced to 
prison.32 According to Superior Court Judge Theresa Doyle, "[j]udges 
have discussed concerns about the unconscious influence that a defend-
ant's custody status has on their sentencing decisions. With an out-
of-custody defendant, the judge had to make an affirmative decision to 
send the person to prison or jail rather than imposing an alternative. 
An in-custody defendant is already there."33
29 Arpit Gupta et al., The Heavy Costs of High Bail: Evidence from Judge Randomization, 45 J. Legal Stud. 471, 472 (2016) ("We find that the assessment of 

money bail is a significant, independent cause of convictions and recidivism.")
30 Bail Reform and Risk Assessment: The Cautionary Tale of Federal Sentencing, 131 Harv. L. Rev. 1125, 1128 (2018); see also Paul Heaton et al., The 

Downstream Consequences of Misdemeanor Pretrial Detention, 69 Stan. L. Rev. 711, 714 (2017); see also John D. Parron, Pleading for Freedom: The 
Threat of Guilty Pleas Induced by the Revocation of Bail, 20 U. Pa. J. Const. L. 139 (2017), https://scholarship.law.upenn.edu/jcl/vol20/iss1/4; see also 
Samuel Wisemen, Pretrial Detention and the Right to be Monitored, 123 Yale L. J. 1344 (2014)

31 Heaton, supra note 30 (see Table 4 at 749 for table regarding misdemeanor pretrial detention by subgroups including race, citizenship, offense, and 
income)

32 Id.
33 Theresa Doyle, King County Bar Bulletin, Fixing the Money Bail System, 1 (April 2016), https://www.courts.wa.gov/subsite/mjc/docs/

FixingtheMoneyBailSystem.pdf

Judge Doyle's observations are borne out in research from Harris 
County, Texas, and Philadelphia. There, individuals incarcerated pre-
trial tended to get longer sentences than defendants released pending 
trial. Specifically, misdemeanor defendants incarcerated pre-trial 
were 43 percent more likely to receive a jail sentence than similarly 
situated defendants released before trial, and their sentences were on 
average nine days longer.34 According to another study from Philadel-
phia, defendants incarcerated pending trial were sentenced on average 
to 124 more days of incarceration than defendants who were released 
before trial, corresponding to a 42 percent increase in the length of 
incarceration.35 Another study analyzing approximately 82,000 felony 
and misdemeanor cases in New York City from 2009 to 2013 found that 
the maximum sentence for defendants incarcerated before trial is on 
average about two-and-a-half years longer than the maximum sentence 
for those released pending trial.36 Another nationwide study found 
that people detained in jail for fewer days had better legal outcomes 
than those detained for more days during pretrial.37 In fact, among 
all pre-trial detainees, people held for 24 hours or less had the best 
legal outcomes in that they were less likely to be arrested for a new 
crime, more likely to appear before the court for their current crimi-
nal case, and less likely to be sentenced on their current charge than 
people detained for more than one day.38 These factors suggest that 
even a short period of pre-trial incarceration "has a criminogenic ef-
fect on people - that is, detaining someone pretrial makes that person 
more likely to commit a crime in the future."39 Even relatively brief 
stays in jail can increase a person's likelihood of recidivism.40 Low-
risk individuals who are incarcerated from eight to fourteen days "are 
51 percent more likely to commit another crime within two years after 
completion of their cases than equivalent defendants held no more than 
24 hours."41
34 Heaton, supra note 30 at 747
35 Megan Stevenson, Distortion of Justice: How the Inability to Pay Bail Affects Case Outcomes (Working Paper), Nov. 8, 2016, at 3, http://bit.ly/2tLIbaL
36 Emily Leslie & Nolan G. Pope, The Unintended Impact of Pretrial Detention on Case Outcomes: Evidence from NYC Arraignments (Nov. 9, 2016) at 13, 

http://www.econweb.umd.edu/~pope/pretrial_paper.pdf
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37 Ian A. Silver, The Benefits of Early Release from Pretrial Detention (June 2023), https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ian-Silver-2/publication/
370631008_The_Benefits_of_Early_Release_from_Pretrial_Detention/links/645a8ef3f3512f1cc585bc 13/The-Benefits-of-Early-Release-from-Pretrial-
Detention.pdf

38 Id.
39 Bail Reform and Risk Assessment, supra note 30
40 Id.
41 Id.

e. Secured bond burdens incarcerated individuals and their fami-
lies with years of debt.

To secure an accused person's release, Washington courts current-
ly accept the deposit of a sum not to exceed 10% of an ordered bond, 
the posting of the full bail amount, or a surety bond. Courts over-
whelmingly order the posting of the total bail or a surety bond in 
lieu of full bail rather than allowing the option of depositing 10% 
with the court. As a result, an indigent accused person unable to post 
the entire full bail amount is required to use a private bail bonds 
company to post a surety bond on their behalf. These low-income people 
must generally pay 10% of the bail amount to the bail bonds company 
for the surety bond. Unlike 10% deposited with the court, which can be 
returned to the accused upon conclusion of the case, the money used to 
purchase a surety bond from a private bail bond company is never re-
turned, regardless of whether they return to court for the remainder 
of their case or even have the charges against them dismissed.

When a court requires that bail be posted, the vast majority of 
criminal defendants do not have the financial means to post the entire 
amount. Few incarcerated individuals can even afford 10% of the or-
dered bond. According to the Federal Reserve, nearly half of Americans 
would not be able to pay cash for an unexpected expense of $400.42 
Many incarcerated individuals and their families turn to for-profit 
bail bonds companies: in exchange for certain percentage of the full 
bail amount—typically 10% and either collateral, a co-signer, and/or 
a payment plan—a bail bond company will post the full bail amount. 
"Like payday lenders who profit from families' needs for immediate 
funds," bail bond companies take advantage of urgent crisis of incar-
ceration.43 As a result, incarcerated individuals and their families 
are often trapped in years of debt due to the urgent need to post bail 
through for-profit bail bonds companies.44
42 Federal Reserve, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Report on Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015 (2016), https://

www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf; Empower, 37% of Americans Can't Afford an Emergency Expense 
Over $400, According to Empower Research (July 2, 2024), https://www.empower.com/the-currency/money/over-1-in-5-americans-have-no-emergency-
savings-research

43 ACLU, Selling Off Our Freedom: How Insurance Corporations Have Taken Over Our Bail System (2017), https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/
field_document/059_bail_report_2_1.pdf

44 Udi Ofer, ACLU, We Can't End Mass Incarceration Without Ending Money Bail (2017), https://www.aclu.org/blog/smart-justice/we-cant-end-mass-
incarceration-without-ending-money-bail

The wealth extracted from low-income communities across the coun-
try due to this practice is significant: the ACLU and Color of Change 
estimate that the private bail bonds industry generates as much as 
$2.4 billion nationwide every year.45 Several other states have rejec-
ted secured bonds including Kentucky, Wisconsin, Massachusetts, Ore-
gon, and Nebraska. These jurisdictions vary in the amounts they charge 
an accused person for posting 10% of bail set in order to secure their 
release pretrial, ranging from a specified fee to a percentage of the 
deposit.46
45 .See Color of Change and American Civil Liberties Union's Campaign for Smart Justice, Selling Off Our Freedom: How Insurance Corporations Have 

Taken Over Our Bail System (Oakland, CA: 2017), https://www.aclu.org/publications/selling-our-freedom-how-insurance-corporations-have-taken-over-
our-bail-system

46 See Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 431.510; Wis. Stat. § 969.12(2); Kahn v. McCormack, 299 N.W. 2d 279 (Wis. Ct. App. 1980); Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 276, § 
61B; Or. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 135.265; Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 29-901(3)(c)(i)
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By enacting a strong presumption for bail and warrant amounts 
that allows 10% to be deposited with the court, Washington can miti-
gate the harm that the criminal legal system inflicts on indigent peo-
ple who are charged with crimes and presumed innocent.

3. Ordering bail and incarcerating individuals pretrial because 
they cannot post secured bond does not enhance the ability to prose-
cute individuals accused of crimes and does not further public safety.

Researchers have found that incarcerated individuals released on 
unsecured bonds were just as likely to appear in court as those re-
leased on a secured bond. This finding held for accused persons at all 
risk levels.47 That study, hereafter called "the Jones study," ana-
lyzed data on successful court appearances made by approximately 2,000 
defendants booked into 10 Colorado jails over a 16-month period.48 The 
study found that there was no statistically significant difference in 
the rate of appearance between defendants released on unsecured bonds 
and those released on secured bonds.49
47 Michael R. Jones, Unsecured Bonds: The As Effective and Most Efficient Pretrial Release Option, Pretrial Justice Institute, at 3 (Oct. 2013), https://

www.azcourts.gov/Portals/0/74/TFFAIR/UnsecuredBondsTheAsEffectiveandMostEfficientPretrialReleaseOption.pdf
48 Id. at 6
49 Id. at 11

The Jones study's findings indicate that, if anything, individu-
als released on unsecured bonds are more likely to appear in court 
than those released on secured bonds. The study showed that 88 percent 
of defendants released on unsecured bonds appeared as required by the 
court, while only 81 percent of defendants released on secured bonds 
made their required appearances.50 For those defendants rated in the 
lowest risk category, 97 percent of those released on an unsecured 
bonds appeared for their court appearances, while only 93 percent of 
their counterparts released on secured bonds faithfully made their ap-
pearances.51 While the amount of secured bond is associated with in-
creased pretrial jail use, it is not associated with increased court 
appearances. On the other hand, while unsecured bonds result in higher 
pretrial release rates, court appearance rates for those released on 
unsecured bond is the same for those released on secured bond.52
50 Id.
51 Id.
52 Id. at 13

In addition, the Jones study did not find any public safety bene-
fit from a secured bond as compared with an unsecured bond.53 The 
finding "also holds when only person crimes are analyzed" and also re-
gardless of "[w]hether released defendants are higher or lower risk or 
in-between."54 Finally, the Jones study found that unsecured bonds 
used substantially (and statistically significantly) fewer jail re-
sources.55 "That is, more unsecured bond defendants are released than 
are secured bond defendants, and unsecured bond defendants have faster 
release times than do secured bond defendants."56
53 Id. at 10, the study found "[t]he lack of benefit from using one financial bond type versus another is not surprising given that both bond types carry the 

potential for the defendant to lose money for failing to appear."
54 Id.
55 Id. at 20
56 Id. at 19

In light of this research, there is no justification for ordering 
secured bond—which inevitably leads to the pre-trial incarceration of 
indigent accused people—when unsecured bond (or posting 10% of the 
bail amount with the court) is just as likely to accomplish the goals 
of CrR/CrRLJ 3.2.
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4. Other jurisdictions' bail reforms have prevented or limited 
bail for certain offenses and focused on the risk of flight from pros-
ecution rather than the risk of nonappearance.

Federal and state bail reform has sought to address the inequity 
of secured bond and detaining people pre-trial by requiring evidence 
the person is a flight risk, or by imposing monetary limits for low-
level offenses.

There is a growing awareness of the difference between "flight" 
and other forms of nonappearance.57 Most defendants who miss court 
have not fled the jurisdiction, and they are not willfully and persis-
tently trying to avoid their obligations. Instead, the vast majority 
of people fail to appear in court "due to personal, organizational, or 
transportation problems."58
57 Lauryn P. Gouldin, Keeping Up Appearances, 58 U.C. Davis L. Rev. 1019, 1037 (2024)
58 Id. at 1034.

Prof. Gouldin notes that "[t]ypically, in order to flee, defend-
ants need resources. This category of true flight, then, will likely 
encompass wealthier defendants than other non-appearing defendants 
(who remain in the jurisdiction)."59 Unfortunately, although courts 
and commentators frequently describe nonappearance risk in terms of 
"flight," the data rarely segregate flight from other failures to ap-
pear (FTAs)."60
59 Lauryn P. Gouldin, Defining Flight Risk, 85 U. Chi. L. Rev. 677 (2018)
60 Id.

The Federal Bail Reform Act distinguishes between a risk of 
"flight" and nonappearance. Under federal law, a person must be re-
leased absent a circumstance that would trigger a detention hearing, 
including being charged with one of five categories of serious crimes, 
or if there is "a serious risk" the person "will flee" or there is a 
"serious risk" they will violate the integrity of the judicial process 
through obstructing justice or witness intimidation.61
61 18 U.S.C. § 3142(f).

Federal district courts treat a defendant's risk of "flight" as 
different than their risk of "nonappearance."62 As one district court 
found:
62 United States v. Molina-Orantes, 3:25-CR-00079-AN, 2025 WL 1177654, at *4 (D. Or. Apr. 23, 2025).

[I]t is clear that flight and nonappearance are not simply inter-
changeable names for the same concept, nor are they merely different 
degrees of the same type of risk. In the context of measuring and man-
aging risks, many defendants who merely fail to appear differ in im-
portant ways from their fugitive cousins. Precision about these dis-
tinctions is constitutionally mandated and statutorily required.63
63 United States v. White, 2021 WL 2155441 (M.D. Tenn. May 27, 2021).

Based on this critical distinction, courts have stringently in-
terpreted "serious risk of flight"' under 18 U.S.C. § 3142 (f)(2)(A) 
to mean there "is a great risk—beyond average—that the defendant will 
intentionally and actively move within or outside the jurisdiction to 
avoid court proceedings or supervision."64
64 United States v. Figueroa-Alvarez, 681 F. Supp. 3d 1131, 1138 (D. Idaho 2023).

The Washington State Supreme Court similarly recognized "[t]here 
are many innocent reasons people fail to appear for court."65 In rul-
ing that a failure to appear (FTA) alone is not sufficient evidence of 
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flight for the charge of bail jumping, the court underscored that many 
of the reasons people do not attend court are related to poverty, and 
"may include lack of reliable transportation: competing responsibili-
ties, such as child care or work; disorganization; and forgetting 
court dates."66 The court was specifically concerned about the "dis-
proportionate effect that criminalizing FTAs has on persons of lower 
socioeconomic classes."67
65 State v. Slater, 197 Wn.2d 660, 674, 486 P.3d 873 (2021).
66 Id. at 674
67 Id.

Indeed, research shows that poverty—experienced disproportion-
ately by women and people of color—is the greatest predictor of non-
appearance in court.68 Since failure to appear in court correlates 
with race and poverty, imposing bail based on a person's FTA history 
serves no purpose and perpetuates racial and economic inequality. It 
guarantees a person will be jailed pre-trial because they are too poor 
to post bail, or if the person can post bail, it exacerbates the 
stresses of poverty that make people miss court in the first place. 
Throughout the country, states have undertaken different types of bail 
reform that require evidence the person presents a risk of flight—not 
just nonappearance—and prohibit or cap bail for misdemeanor offenses.
68 Aleksandrea E. Johnson, Decriminalizing Non-Appearance in Washington State: The Problem and Solutions for Washington's Bail Jumping Statute and 

Court Nonappearance, 18 Seattle J. for Soc. Just. 433, 442 (2020)

In recent years several studies have investigated the reasons why 
people do not appear for court, and the results are all similar: most 
people intend to go to court but find the barriers too difficult to 
overcome. In one study of court participants in Lake County, Illinois, 
researchers found that 60% of interviewees described life responsibil-
ities and challenges such as caregiving, working, and managing mental 
health issues as the primary barrier, and 28% reporting that attending 
court would put basic needs like food or shelter at risk.69 A study in 
Harris County, Texas, examined the role of poverty in missing court 
dates, and found that over half (51%) of interviewees cited scarcity-
related issues, such as a lack of stable housing, reliable vehicle, 
consistent childcare, etc.70 Another study, of court participants in 
Kentucky and Utah, found that 79% had multiple reasons for missing 
court dates; the most common reasons were forgetting the court date, 
unawareness of the appearance, and lack of transportation.71
69 Shannon Magnuson et al., Justice System Partners, Understanding Court Absence and Reframing "Failure to Appear" (2023), https://

justicesystempartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/SJC-Lake-County-Getting-to-Court-as-Scheduled-Reframing-Failure-to-Appear.pdf
70 Shannon McAuliffe et al., Ideas 42, Navigating the Real-Life Challenges of Appearing in Court: Recommendations for Addressing Wealth-Based Barriers 

to Court Appearance in Harris County (July 2022), https://www.ideas42.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Harris-County-Nonappearance-Study-and-
Recommendations.pdf

71 Crime and Justice Institute, What Really Prevents Court Appearance? Survey Findings from People Who Failed to Appear in Two Counties (February 
2025), https://www.cjinstitute.org/assets/sites/2/2025/02/What-Really-Prevents-Court-Appearance.pdf

New York State has largely eliminated bail for most misdemeanor 
offenses and nonviolent felonies.72 New York requires judges to focus 
solely on the conditions that will ensure that the person returns to 
court and to impose conditions only if a person "poses a risk of 
flight to avoid prosecution."73
72 N.Y. Crim. Proc. Law 510.10 (3)-(4)
73 N.Y. Crim. Proc. Law 510.10(1)

In 2018, Vermont amended its bail statutes to differentiate be-
tween the risk of nonappearance and flight. Specifically, the law was 
changed to only allow bail and other conditions to be imposed in order 
"reasonably mitigate the risk of flight from prosecution." Prior to 
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that change, bail and other conditions could be imposed to ensure the 
appearance of the defendant at future hearings.74 Flight from prosecu-
tion" is defined as "any action or behavior undertaken by a person 
charged with a criminal offense to avoid court proceedings."75 In as-
sessing whether there are conditions of pretrial release that would 
reasonably mitigate the risk that a defendant would attempt to evade 
court proceedings—or whether something more restrictive such as bail 
is appropriate to mitigate that risk—courts must consider "the seri-
ousness of the offense charged and the number of offenses with which 
the [defendant] is charged."76 Vermont also imposed a cap of $200 for 
most misdemeanor offenses and exceptions are made for offenses like 
DUI and domestic violence offenses and we propose the same in Washing-
ton State.77
74 Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, § 7554 (a)(1)
75 Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, § 7576(9)
76 Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, § 7554 (a)(1)
77 In 2024, Vermont's $200 cap on most misdemeanor bail amounts was amended in way that undermined the purpose of the cap and provided that cap does 

not apply to "an offense allegedly committed by a defendant who has been released on personal recognizance or conditions of release pending trial for 
another offense."

Illinois eliminated cash bail in 2023. A person can now only be 
detained pre-trial for certain enumerated felonies and a limited num-
ber of misdemeanors if the State can establish the person's pretrial 
release "poses a real and present threat to the safety of any person 
or persons or the community" or they have a "high likelihood of will-
ful flight to avoid prosecution."78 Illinois' definition of "willful 
flight" emphasizes that a person's history of nonappearance alone is 
insufficient to establish a future intent to evade prosecution. In-
stead, there must be evidence of "intentional conduct with a purpose 
to thwart the judicial process to avoid prosecution."79 In Illinois, 
while a prior failure to appear alone does not establish a high like-
lihood of willful flight, "recurring, uncured failures to appear" may. 
People v. Slaten, 239 N.E.3d 1220, 1226 (Ill. App. Ct. 2024).
78 725 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/110-6.1
79 725 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/110-1

Our proposal to impose $200 bond cap on most misdemeanor offenses 
(where the court finds that the person is a high likelihood of willful 
flight), replacing "failure to appear" with "high likelihood of will-
ful flight to avoid prosecution," and requiring that a person have the 
chance to appear on their case before bail is imposed on the willful 
flight prong, will allow Washington to reduce the disproportionate, 
harmful, and unjust pre-trial incarceration of poor people, people of 
color and people with disabilities. For example, a $200 bond cap on 
these recent cases would have produced more just outcomes:
• In Clark County, an indigent man with no criminal history was 

jailed in December 2024 on a Theft 3 charge and held on $2,500 
bail. He remained in jail for over a month before the case was 
finally dismissed, as he was found incompetent to assist in his 
own defense.

• In Douglas County, an indigent man with two past convictions, for 
a DUI and an ignition interlock offense, was jailed for over a 
week in September 2025 on a Criminal Trespass 2 charge, with bail 
set at $5,000.

• In Bellevue, an indigent man with no criminal history was jailed 
in September 2025 on a Theft 3 charge and held for 15 days on 
$5,000 bail.
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• In Pasco, an indigent man with one misdemeanor drug possession on 
his record was charged with misdemeanor theft and jailed for 30 
days on $500 bail for allegedly wheeling off a gardening cart in 
September 2025.

• In Redmond, a man with no criminal history or any past failures 
to appear was charged with driving without a license and ob-
structing and failing to stop for a police officer in September 
2025. He has been held in SCORE jail for 19 days on $10,200 bail.

• In Spokane, a homeless man was charged with obstructing a police 
officer in October 2025 and was jailed on $1,000 bail.

• In Yakima, a 21-year-old woman struggling with substance use is-
sues was jailed and held on $2,500 bail for a single Theft in the 
Third Degree charge in September 2025. Despite being in custody, 
she missed three court appearances, as the jail reported she was 
"dope sick" and on drug watch.

• In Port Angeles, an indigent woman was jailed for Criminal Tres-
pass in the Second Degree in September 2025 and has been held on 
$1,500 bail for the last 12 days.

• In Bellevue, after one failure to appear, an indigent woman with 
just one prior conviction, for Assault in the Third Degree, was 
jailed on $3,000 bail on a warrant for Criminal Trespass in the 
First Degree in October 2025. She will have been in custody for 
20 days when her scheduled competency hearing occurs.

• In Renton, an indigent woman with substance use issues and only 
misdemeanor prior convictions was jailed in September 2025 for 
Theft in the Third Degree and Obstruction on $5,200 bail. She has 
been in jail for weeks.
5. Washington should amend CrR/CrRLJ 2.2 to also focus on flight 

risk, to enact a strong presumption that any warrant amount can be 
satisfied by posting a sum not to exceed 10% with the clerk's office, 
and to reflect the proposed language regarding the "administration of 
justice" prong of CrR/CrRLJ 3.2.

In Washington State, the trial court can issue a warrant, rather 
than a summons, upon a finding that there is "reasonable cause to be-
lieve that the defendant (i) will not appear in response to a summons, 
(ii) will commit a violent offense, (iii) will interfere with witness-
es or the administration of justice, or (iv) is in custody."

Trial courts routinely issue a warrant after a case is filed on 
the sole basis that the accused is likely to fail to appear. The war-
rant is often quashed, despite the court having found that accused was 
unlikely to appear, when the person appears for their Arraignment 
hearing. This adds unnecessary procedures for our overburdened court 
system and difficulty for people accused of crimes who risk incarcera-
tion while the warrant is outstanding. A more equitable route can be 
found by replacing "failure to appear" with consideration of their 
"risk of flight." That way, accused persons do not needlessly risk 
pre-trial detention—and all of the deleterious impacts that comes 
with incarceration—prior to Arraignment without a prior finding that 
they are either a risk of flight or under the other prongs. Of course, 
if the person fails to appear at their Arraignment hearing, a warrant 
may be issued.

Other states have adopted a more equitable approach for issuing 
warrants after a case is filed. For example, Colorado requires that a 
summons be issued under most circumstances "unless a law enforcement 
officer presents in writing a basis to believe there is a significant 
risk of flight or that the victim's or public's safety may be compro-
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mised" for most criminal allegations.80 And in Delaware, a warrant may 
be issued upon the attorney general certifying the existence of "a 
risk of flight or of danger to the public, or that there is other good 
reason that a warrant should issue in lieu of a summons."81
80 Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 16-5-206
81 Del. Super. Ct. Crim. R. Rule 9

Here are two examples from King County where bench warrants were 
issued after charges were filed but the person appeared in court, 
proving that a prior failure to appear does not mean a person will not 
appear at a future appearance if given the opportunity—
■ Example 1: Arraignment was scheduled in May 2025, nearly one year 

after the alleged incident. The court granted the State's request 
for a $15,000 warrant on the basis that the accused had pending 
warrants from nearby jurisdictions from 2021 and 2024, and 10 
prior misdemeanor convictions, and 63 FTA bench warrants from 
2015-2025. The prosecutor claimed, "Given his active bench war-
rants and extensive history of failing to appear, the defendant 
is unlikely to appear at a summons." The prosecutor's assumption 
was wrong. The accused came to court, and the warrant was quash-
ed.

■ Example 2: A person with no prior convictions was charged with 
organized retail theft almost three years after the alleged of-
fense. She faced "a standard sentencing range of 0-90 days." The 
State requested a $25,000 warrant, claiming that the underlying 
allegation, lack of ties to the community and warrant history, 
including an active warrant in another state, demonstrated her 
non-compliance with court orders and that bail was necessary to 
ensure her appearance in court. The accused lived in California 
and was a "single mother to a daughter with special needs." She 
appeared, quashed the warrant, and the case ultimately resolved 
as a misdemeanor offense and no jail time. Thankfully, the ac-
cused was never arrested on the $25,000 warrant.
A warrant may issue if a person fails to appear at their Arraign-

ment hearing but, absent exceptional circumstances, people should be 
given the chance to appear in person.

In addition, we propose that the rule's current language allowing 
a warrant to issue on a finding a defendant a "will interfere with 
witnesses or the administration of justice" be replaced with, "will 
seek to intimidate or threaten a witness, victim or court employee, or 
tamper with evidence, or violate a civil or criminal protection order, 
criminal no contact order, or family law restraining order, and/or 
conditions of release that protect the safety of alleged victims, wit-
nesses, and the community," consistent with our proposal related to 
CrR/CrRLJ 3.2.82
82 See GR9 Cover Sheet, Proposed Amendments to CrR/CrRLJ 3.2, submitted by the King County Department of Public Defense, the Washington State 

Office of Public Defense, the Washington Defender Association, and the Snohomish County Office of Public Defense, https://www.courts.wa.gov/
court_rules/?fa=court_rules.proposedRuleDisplay&ruleId=6240

6. Proposed Amendments to CrR/CrRLJ 3.2
CrR 3.2 RELEASE OF ACCUSED

If the court does not find, or a court has not previously found, 
probable cause, the accused shall be released without conditions.

(a) Presumption of Release in Noncapital Cases.
Any person, other than a person charged with a capital offense, 

shall at the preliminary appearance or reappearance pursuant to rule 
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3.2.1 or CrRLJ 3.2.1 be ordered released on the accused's personal re-
cognizance pending trial unless:

(1) the court determines that there is a showing of high likeli-
hood of willful flight to avoid prosecution such recognizance will not 
reasonably assure the accused's appearance, when required, or

(2) [unchanged]
For the purpose of this rule, "violent crimes" are not limited to 

crimes defined as violent offenses in RCW 9.94A.030.
In making the determination herein, the court shall, on the 

available information, consider the relevant facts including, but not 
limited to, those in subsections (c) and (e) of this rule.

(b) Showing of High Likelihood of Willful Flight to Avoid Prose-
cution Likely Failure to Appear—Least Restrictive Conditions of Re-
lease. If the court determines that the accused presents a high like-
lihood of willful flight to avoid prosecution is not likely to appear 
if released on personal recognizance, the court shall impose the least 
restrictive of the following conditions that will reasonably assure 
that the accused will be present for later hearings not willfully flee 
to avoid prosecution, or, if no single condition gives that assurance, 
any combination of the following conditions. "Willful flight" means 
intentional conduct with a purpose to thwart the judicial process to 
avoid prosecution. Isolated instances of nonappearance in court alone 
are not evidence of the risk of willful flight. Reoccurrence and pat-
terns of intentional conduct to evade prosecution, along with any af-
firmative steps to communicate or remedy any such missed court date, 
may be considered as factors in assessing future intent toevade prose-
cution.

(1)-(2) [unchanged]
(3) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight to 

avoid prosecution on thecurrent charge, Rrequire the execution of an 
unsecured bond in a specified amount;

(4) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight on the 
current charge, Rrequire the execution of a bond bail in a specified 
amount and with the strong presumption that the court shall allow the 
deposit in the registry of the court in cash or other security as di-
rected, of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the amount of the bail 
bond, such deposit to be returned upon the performance of the condi-
tions of release or forfeited for violation of any condition of re-
lease. If this requirement is imposed, the court must also authorize a 
surety bond under section (b)(5);

(5) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight on the 
current charge, Rrequire the execution of a bond with sufficient sol-
vent sureties, or the deposit of cash in lieu thereof;. There shall be 
a strong presumption that the court shall allow the deposit of a sum 
not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount in the registry of the 
court; such deposit shall be returned upon the performance of the con-
ditions of release;

(6) [unchanged]
(7) Impose any condition other than detention deemed reasonably 

necessary to prevent willful flight from prosecution assure appearance 
as required. If the court determines that the accused must post a se-
cured or unsecured bond, the court shall consider, on the available 
information, the accused's financial resources for the purposes of 
setting a bond that will reasonably assure the accused's appearance 
will not willfully flee from prosecution.
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(8) The court may impose monetary conditions when requested by 
the accused (even if there has not been a previous finding of willful 
flight from prosecution).

(c) Relevant Factors—Showing of High Likelihood of Willful 
Flight from Prosecution Future Appearance. In determining which condi-
tions of release will reasonably assure the accused's appearance will 
not willfully flee from prosecution appearance, the court shall, on 
the available information, consider the relevant facts including but 
not limited to:

(1) The accused's history of willful evasion of the response to 
legal process, particularly court orders to personally appear;

(2)-(7) [unchanged]
(8) The nature of the charge, if relevant to the risk of willful 

flight from prosecution nonappearance.
(9) [unchanged]
(d) Showing of Substantial Danger—Conditions of Release. Upon a 

showing that there exists a substantial danger that the accused will 
commit a violent crime or will seek to intimidate or threaten a wit-
ness, victim, or court employee, or tamper with evidence or violate a 
civil or criminal protection order, criminal no contact order, or fam-
ily law restraining order, and/or conditions of release that protect 
the safety of alleged victims, witnesses, and the community, the court 
may impose one or more of the following nonexclusive conditions:

(1)-(5) [unchanged]
(6) Require the accused to post a secured or unsecured bond or 

deposit cash in lieu thereof, conditioned on compliance with all con-
ditions of release. This condition may be imposed only if no less re-
strictive condition or combination of conditions would reasonably as-
sure the safety of the community. If the court determines under this 
section that the accused must post a secured or unsecured bond, the 
court shall consider, on the available information, the accused's fi-
nancial resources for the purposes of setting a bond that will reason-
ably assure the safety of the community and prevent the defendant from 
intimidating witnesses or otherwise unlawfully interfering with the 
administration of justice. If the court imposes bail, there shall be a 
strong presumption that the court shall allow the deposit of a sum not 
to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount in the registry of the court; 
such deposit shall be returned upon the performance of the conditions 
of release.

(7)-(10) [unchanged]
(e)-(f) [unchanged]
(g) Release in Capital Cases. Any person charged with a capital 

offense shall not be released in accordance with this rule unless the 
court finds that release on conditions will reasonably assure that the 
accused will appear for later hearings, will not significantly inter-
fere with the administration of justice and will not pose a substan-
tial danger to another or the community. If a risk of flight, inter-
ference or danger is believed to exist, the person may be ordered de-
tained without bail.

(h) [unchanged]
(i) Order for Release. A court authorizing the release of the ac-

cused under this rule shall issue an appropriate order containing a 
statement of the conditions imposed, if any, shall inform the accused 
of the penalties applicable to violations of the conditions imposed, 
if any, shall inform the accused of the penalties applicable to viola-
tions of the conditions of the accused's release and shall advise the 
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accused that a warrant for the accused's arrest may be issued upon any 
such violation. If a warrant is issued, there shall be a strong pre-
sumption that the bail amount set in the warrant may be satisfied by 
deposit in the registry of the court of a sum not to exceed 10 percent 
of the bail amount; such deposit shall be returned upon the perform-
ance of the conditions of release.

(j-n) [unchanged]
(o) Accused Released on Recognizance or Bail--Absence--Forfei-

ture. If the accused has been released on the accused's own recogni-
zance, on bail, or has deposited money instead thereof, and does not 
appear when the accused's personal appearance is necessary or violated 
conditions of release, the court, in addition to the forfeiture of the 
recognizance, or of the money deposited, may direct the clerk to issue 
a bench warrant for the accused's arrest. If a warrant is issued, 
there shall be a strong presumption that the bail amount set in the 
warrant may be satisfied by deposit in the registry of the court of a 
sum not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be 
returned upon the performance of the conditions of release.

(p) Enacting a $200 Cap on Bail for Certain Gross Misdemeanor and 
Misdemeanor Offenses Where the Court Finds a High Likelihood of Will-
ful Flight to Avoid Prosecution.

(1) If the court finds that a person charged with a misdemeanor 
or gross misdemeanor offense presents a high likelihood of willful 
flight to avoid prosecution, the court may impose bail in a maximum 
amount of $200.00. The cap does not apply if the court finds that a 
showing of substantial danger has been made under CrR 3.2(d). There 
shall be a strong presumption that the court shall allow the deposit 
of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount in the registry 
of the court; such deposit shall be returned upon the performance of 
the conditions of release.

(2) This subsection does not apply to the following offenses: any 
offense that would constitute a prior offense as defined in RCW 
46.61.5055 upon conviction; a domestic violence offense involving an 
intimate partner as defined in RCW 7.105.010; stalking under RCW 
9A.46.110 (5)(a); violation of a domestic violence protection order, 
sexual assault protection order, stalking protection order, or vulner-
able adult protection order; violation of an order issued under chap-
ter 9A.40, 9A.44, 9A.46, 9A.88, 9.94A, 10.99, 26.09, 26.26A, or 26.26B 
RCW; violation of a valid foreign protection order as described in RCW 
26.52.020; or violation of a Canadian domestic violence protection or-
der as defined in RCW 26.55.010; aiming or discharging firearms under 
RCW 9.41.230; any offense with a finding of sexual motivation under 
RCW 9.94A.835 or 13.40.135; communication with a minor or someone be-
lieved to be a minor for immoral purposes under RCW 9.68A.090(1); un-
lawful carrying or handling of a firearm under RCW 9.41.270; indecent 
exposure under RCW 9A.88.010 (2)(a) or (b); disclosing intimate images 
under RCW 9A.86.010 (7)(a); interfering with the reporting of domestic 
violence under RCW 9A.36.150; reckless endangerment under RCW 
9A.36.050; or a violation of the provisions of an order to surrender 
and prohibit weapons, an extreme risk protection order, or any other 
protection order or no-contact order restraining the person or exclud-
ing the person.

Reviser's note: The typographical errors in the above material occurred in the copy filed by the 
state supreme court and appear in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

CrRLJ 3.2 RELEASE OF ACCUSED
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If the court does not find, or the court has not previously 
found, probable cause, the accused shall be released without condi-
tions.

(a) Presumption of Release in Noncapital Cases. Any person other 
than a person charged with a capital offense shall at the preliminary 
appearance or reappearance pursuant to rule 3.2.1 be ordered released 
on the accused's personal recognizance pending trial unless:

(1) the court determines that such recognizance will not reasona-
bly assure the accused's appearance, when required the accused 
presents a high likelihood of willful flight to avoid prosecution. 
"Willful flight" means intentional conduct with a purpose to thwart 
the judicial process to avoid prosecution. Isolated instances of non-
appearance in court alone are not evidence of the risk of willful 
flight. Reoccurrence and patterns of intentional conduct to evade 
prosecution, along with any affirmative steps to communicate or remedy 
any such missed court date, may be considered as factors in assessing 
future intent to evade prosecution; or

(2) [unchanged]
For the purpose of this rule, "violent crimes" may include misde-

meanors and gross misdemeanors and are not limited to crimes defined 
as violent offenses in RCW 9.94A.030.

In making the determination herein, the court shall, on the 
available information, consider the relevant facts including, but not 
limited to, those in subsections (c) and (e) of this rule.

(b) Showing of High Likelihood of Willful Flight to Avoid Prose-
cution Likely Failure to Appear—Least Restrictive Conditions of Re-
lease. If the court determines that the accused is not likely to ap-
pear presents a high likelihood of willful flight to avoid prosecution 
if released on personal recognizance, the court shall impose the least 
restrictive of the following conditions that will reasonably assure 
that the accused will not willfully flee to avoid prosecution be 
present for later hearings, or, if no single condition gives that as-
surance, any combination of the following conditions.

(1)-(2) [unchanged]
(3) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight to 

avoid prosecution on the current charge, Rrequire the execution of an 
unsecured bond in a specified amount;

(4) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight on the 
current charge, Rrequire the execution of a bond bail in a specified 
amount and with the strong presumption that the court shall allow the 
deposit in the registry of the court in cash or other security as di-
rected, of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the amount of the bail 
bond, such deposit to be returned upon the performance of the condi-
tions of release or forfeited for violation of any condition of re-
lease. If this requirement is imposed, the court must also authorize a 
surety bond under section (b)(5);

(5) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight to 
avoid prosecution on the current charge, Rrequire the execution of a 
bond with sufficient solvent sureties or the deposit of cash in lieu 
thereof; if the court imposes bail, there shall be a strong presump-
tion that the court shall allow the deposit of a sum not to exceed 10 
percent of the bail amount in the registry of the court; such deposit 
shall be returned upon the performance of the conditions of release.

(6) [unchanged]
(7) Impose any condition other than detention deemed reasonably 

necessary to assure appearance as required. A court of limited juris-
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diction may adopt a bail schedule for persons who have been arrested 
on probable cause but have not yet made a preliminary appearance be-
fore a judicial officer. The adoption of such a schedule or whether to 
adopt a schedule, is in the discretion of each court of limited juris-
diction, and may be adopted by majority vote. Bail schedules are not 
subject to GR 7 but are subject to CrRLJ 3.2(p). The supreme court may 
adopt a uniform bail schedule as an appendix to these rules.

If the court determines that the accused must post a secured or 
unsecured bond, the court shall consider, on the available informa-
tion, the accused's financial resources for the purposes of setting a 
bond that will reasonably assure the accused's appearance will not 
willfully flee from prosecution.

(8) The court may impose monetary conditions when requested by a 
defendant(even if there has not been a previous finding of willful 
flight to avoid prosecution).

(c) Relevant Factors--Future Appearance. In determining which 
conditions of release will reasonably assure the accused will not 
willfully flee from prosecution's appearance, the court shall, on the 
available information, consider the relevant facts including but not 
limited to:

(1) The accused's history of willful evasion of the response to 
legal process, particularly court orders to personally appear;

(2)-(7) [unchanged]
(8) The nature of the charge,if relevant to the risk of willful 

flight fromprosecution nonappearance;
(9) [unchanged]
(d)-(f) [unchanged]
(g) Release in Capital Cases. Any person charged with a capital 

offense shall not be released in accordance with this rule unless the 
court finds that release on conditions will reasonably assure that the 
accused will appear for later hearings, will not significantly inter-
fere with the administration of justice and will not pose a substan-
tial danger to another or the community. If a risk of flight, inter-
ference or danger is believed to exist, the person may be ordered de-
tained without bail.

(h) [unchanged]
(i) Order for Release. A court authorizing the release of the ac-

cused under this rule shall issue an appropriate order containing a 
statement of the conditions imposed, if any, shall inform the accused 
of the penalties applicable to violations of the conditions of the ac-
cused's release and shall advise the accused that a warrant for the 
accused's arrest may be issued upon any such violation. If a warrant 
is issued, there shall be a strong presumption that the bail amount 
set in the warrant may be satisfied by deposit in theregistry of the 
court of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount; such de-
posit shall be returned upon the performance of the conditions of re-
lease.

(j)-(m) [unchanged]
(n) Accused Released on Recognizance or Bail--Absence--Forfei-

ture. If the accused has been released on the accused's own recogni-
zance, on bail, or has deposited money instead thereof, and does not 
appear when the accused's appearance is required or violates condi-
tions of release, the court, in addition to the forfeiture of the re-
cognizance, or of the money deposited, may direct the clerk to issue a 
bench warrant for the accused's arrest. If a warrant is issued, there 
shall be a strong presumption that the bail amount set in the warrant 
shall be satisfied by deposit in the registry of the court of a sum 
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not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be re-
turned upon the performance of the conditions of release.

(o) Bail in Criminal Offense Cases--Mandatory Appearance.
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) or (3) below, when re-

quired to reasonably assure appearance in court that the person will 
not willfully flee from prosecution, bail for a person arrested for a 
misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor shall be no more than be $5200. and 
for a gross misdemeanor shall be $1,000. In an individual case and af-
ter hearing the court for good cause recited in a written order may 
set a different bail amount.

(2)-(3) [unchanged]
(p) Enacting a $200 Cap on Bail for Certain Gross Misdemeanor and 

Misdemeanor Offenses Where the Court Finds a High Likelihood of Will-
ful Flight to Avoid Prosecution.

(1) If the court finds that a person charged with a misdemeanor 
or gross misdemeanor offense presents a high likelihood of willful 
flight to avoid prosecution, the court may impose bail in a maximum 
amount of $200.00. The cap does not apply if the court finds that a 
showing of substantial danger has been made under CrRLJ 3.2(d). There 
shall be a strong presumption that the court shall allow the deposit 
of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount in the registry 
of the court; such deposit shall be returned upon the performance of 
the conditions of release.

(2) This subsection does not apply to the following offenses: any 
offense that would constitute a prior offense as defined in RCW 
46.61.5055 upon conviction, a domestic violence offense involving an 
intimate partner as defined in RCW 7.105.010; stalking under RCW 
9A.46.110 (5)(a); violation of a domestic violence protection order, 
sexual assault protection order, stalking protection order, or vulner-
able adult protection order; violation of an order issued under chap-
ter 9A.40, 9A.44, 9A.46, 9A.88, 9.94A, 10.99, 26.09, 26.26A, or 26.26B 
RCW; violation of a valid foreign protection order as described in RCW 
26.52.020; or violation of a Canadian domestic violence protection or-
der as defined in RCW 26.55.010; aiming or discharging firearms under 
RCW 9.41.230; any offense with a finding of sexual motivation under 
RCW 9.94A.835 or 13.40.135; communication with a minor or someone be-
lieved to be a minor for immoral purposes under RCW 9.68A.090(1); un-
lawful carrying or handling of a firearm under RCW 9.41.270; indecent 
exposure under RCW 9A.88.010 (2)(a) or (b); disclosing intimate images 
under RCW 9A.86.010 (7)(a); interfering with the reporting of domestic 
violence under RCW 9A.36.150; reckless endangerment under RCW 
9A.36.050; or a violation of the provisions of an order to surrender 
and prohibit weapons, an extreme risk protection order, or any other 
protection order or no-contact order restraining the person or exclud-
ing the person.

7. Proposed Amendments to CrR/CrRLJ 2.2
CrR 2.2

WARRANT OF ARREST AND SUMMONS
(a) [unchanged]
(b) Issuance of Summons in Lieu of Warrant.
(1) [unchanged]
(2) When Summons Must Issue. The court shall direct the clerk to 

issue a summons instead of a warrant unless it finds reasonable cause 
to believe that the defendant (i) will not appear in response to a 
summons presents a high likelihood of willful flight from prosecution 
(ii) will commit a violent offense or (iii) will seek to intimidate, 
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tamper or threaten a witness, victim, or court employee, or tamper 
with evidence, or violate a civil or criminal protection order, or vi-
olate a condition of release requiring no contact with a person or 
place will interfere with witnesses or the administration of justice, 
or (iv) is in custody. If a warrant is issued, there shall be a strong 
presumption that the bail amount set in the warrant may be satisfied 
by deposit in the registry of the court, of a sum not to exceed 10 
percent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be returned upon the 
performance of the conditions of release.

(3)-(4) [unchanged
(c)-(g) [unchanged]

CrRLJ 2.2
(a) [unchanged]
(b) Issuance of Summons in Lieu of Warrant.
(1) [unchanged]
(2) When Summons Must Issue. The court shall direct the clerk to 

issue a summons instead of a warrant unless it finds reasonable cause 
to believe that the defendant (i) will not appear in response to a 
summons presents a high likelihood of willful flight from prosecution 
(ii) will commit a violent offense or (iii) will seek to intimidate, 
tamper, or threaten a witness, victim or court employee, or tamper 
with evidence, or violate a civil or criminal protection order, or vi-
olate a condition of release requiring no contact with a person or 
place, will interfere with witnesses or the administration of justice, 
or (iv) is in custody. If a warrant is issued, there shall be a strong 
presumption that the bail amount set in the warrant may be satisfied 
by deposit in the registry of the court of a sum not to exceed 10 per-
cent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be returned upon the per-
formance of the conditions of release.

(3) Summons for Felony Complaint. If the complaint charges the 
commission of a felony, the court may direct the clerk to issue a sum-
mons instead of a warrant unless it finds reasonable cause to believe 
that the defendant (i) will not appear in response to a summons 
presents a high likelihood of willful flight from prosecution (ii) 
will commit a violent offense or (iii) will seek to intimidate, tam-
per, or threaten a witness, victim or court employee, or tamper with 
evidence, or violate a civil or criminal protection order, or violate 
a condition of release requiring no contact with a person or place, 
will interfere with witnesses or the administration of justice, or 
(iv) is in custody.. If a warrant is issued, there shall be a strong 
presumption that the bail amount set in the warrant may be satisfied 
by deposit in the registry of the court of a sum not to exceed 10 per-
cent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be returned upon the per-
formance of the conditions of release.

(4)-(5) [unchanged]
(c)-(g) [unchanged]
8. Conclusion
We must work together to change our system of justice which, as 

Just Mercy author and Equal Justice Initiative founder Bryan Stevenson 
put it, "treats you much better if you're rich and guilty than if 
you're poor and innocent."83 These proposed changes will advance jus-
tice and recognize that our wealth-based system of cash bail has a 
deleterious effect on those experiencing poverty and on our community. 
Too often, cash bail functions as de facto pre-trial incarceration, 
which disproportionately harms poor people, people of color, and peo-
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ple with disabilities. As the Seattle Times editorial board recently 
opined:
83 Bryan Stevenson, We Need to Talk About an Injustice (March 2012), TED, https://www.ted.com/talks/

bryan_stevenson_we_need_to_talk_about_an_injustice

America's judicial bail system has been criticized as being rac-
ist and exploitative of those with little financial means, and there 
are studies and research to support both claims. … For a person expe-
riencing homelessness accused of a low-level offense, a bond of $250 
would mean they would have to come up with $25. For many unsheltered 
people, that is unattainable. But for those with greater financial 
means facing a more serious charge, and potentially more of a threat 
to the public, a $5,000 bond, or $500, may easily be paid.84
84 Cashless Bail Has a Place in Our Judicial System, supra note 18

With these changes, we propose that Washington follow the lead of 
jurisdictions that focus on a person's "high likelihood of flight from 
prosecution" in setting bail and when deciding whether to issue a war-
rant rather than summons. In addition, these proposed amendments seek 
to ensure that fewer individuals accused of misdemeanors are subject 
to high bail amounts that result in wealth-based pretrial incarcera-
tion.

While these proposed changes will not eliminate a bail system 
that is "racist and exploitative of those with little financial 
means," it seeks to move incrementally forward in our collective pur-
suit to bend the arc of history towards justice.

Reviser's note: The typographical errors in the above material occurred in the copy filed by the 
state supreme court and appear in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

Proposed Amendments to CrR/CrRLJ 3.2
CrR 3.2 RELEASE OF ACCUSED

If the court does not find, or a court has not previously found, 
probable cause, the accused shall be released without conditions.

(a) Presumption of Release in Noncapital Cases.
Any person, other than a person charged with a capital offense, 

shall at the preliminary appearance or reappearance pursuant to rule 
3.2.1 or CrRLJ 3.2.1 be ordered released on the accused's personal re-
cognizance pending trial unless:

(1) the court determines that there is a showing of high likeli-
hood of willful flight to avoid prosecution such recognizance will not 
reasonably assure the accused's appearance, when required, or

(2) [unchanged]
For the purpose of this rule, "violent crimes" are not limited to 

crimes defined as violent offenses in RCW 9.94A.030.
In making the determination herein, the court shall, on the 

available information, consider the relevant facts including, but not 
limited to, those in subsections (c) and (e) of this rule.

(b) Showing of High Likelihood of Willful Flight to Avoid Prose-
cution Likely Failure to Appear—Least Restrictive Conditions of Re-
lease. If the court determines that the accused presents a high like-
lihood of willful flight to avoid prosecution is not likely to appear 
if released on personal recognizance, the court shall impose the least 
restrictive of the following conditions that will reasonably assure 
that the accused will be present for later hearings not willfully flee 
to avoid prosecution, or, if no single condition gives that assurance, 
any combination of the following conditions. "Willful flight" means 
intentional conduct with a purpose to thwart the judicial process to 
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avoid prosecution. Isolated instances of nonappearance in court alone 
are not evidence of the risk of willful flight. Reoccurrence and pat-
terns of intentional conduct to evade prosecution, along with any af-
firmative steps to communicate or remedy any such missed court date, 
may be considered as factors in assessing future intent to evade pros-
ecution.

(1)-(2) [unchanged]
(3) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight to 

avoid prosecution on the current charge, Rrequire the execution of an 
unsecured bond in a specified amount;

(4) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight on the 
current charge, Rrequire the execution of a bond bail in a specified 
amount and with the strong presumption that the court shall allow the 
deposit in the registry of the court in cash or other security as di-
rected, of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the amount of the bail 
bond, such deposit to be returned upon the performance of the condi-
tions of release or forfeited for violation of any condition of re-
lease. If this requirement is imposed, the court must also authorize a 
surety bond under section (b)(5);

(5) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight on the 
current charge, Rrequire the execution of a bond with sufficient sol-
vent sureties, or the deposit of cash in lieu thereof;. There shall be 
a strong presumption that the court shall allow the deposit a sum not 
to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount ln the registry of the court; 
such deposit shall be returned upon the performance of the conditions 
of release;

(6) [unchanged]
(7) Impose any condition other than detention deemed reasonably 

necessary to prevent willful flight from prosecution assure appearance 
as required. If the court determines that the accused must post a se-
cured or unsecured bond, the court shall consider, on the available 
information, the accused's financial resources for the purposes of 
setting a bond that will reasonably assure the accused's appearance 
will not willfully flee from prosecution.

(8) The court may impose monetary conditions when requested by 
the accused (even if there has not been a previous finding of willful 
flight from prosecution).

(c) Relevant Factors—Showing of High Likelihood of Willful 
Flight from Prosecution Future Appearance. In determining which condi-
tions of release will reasonably assure the accused's appearance will 
not willfully flee from prosecution appearance, the court shall, on 
the available information, consider the relevant facts including but 
not limited to:

(1) The accused's history of willful evasion of the response to 
legal process, particularly court orders to personally appear;

(2)-(7) [unchanged]
(8) The nature of the charge, if relevant to the risk of willful 

flight from prosecution nonappearancc.
(9) [unchanged]
(d) Showing of Substantial Danger—Conditions of Release. Upon a 

showing that there exists a substantial danger that the accused will 
commit a violent crime or that the accused will seek to intimidate 
witnesses, or otherwise unlawfully interfere with the administration 
of justice, the court may impose one or more of the following nonex-
clusive conditions:

(1)-(5) [unchanged]
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(6) Require the accused to post a secured or unsecured bond or 
deposit cash in lieu thereof, conditioned on compliance with all con-
ditions of release. This condition may be imposed only if no less re-
strictive condition or combination of conditions would reasonably as-
sure the safety of the community. If the court determines under this 
section that the accused must post a secured or unsecured bond, the 
court shall consider, on the available information, the accused's fi-
nancial resources for the purposes of setting a bond that will reason-
ably assure the safety of the community and prevent the defendant from 
intimidating witnesses or otherwise unlawfully interfering with the 
administration of justice. If the court imposes bail, there shall be a 
strong presumption that the court shall allow the deposit a sum not to 
exceed 10 percent of the bail amount in the registry of the court; 
such deposit shall be returned upon the performance of the conditions 
of release.

(7)-(10) [unchanged]
(e)-(f) [unchanged]
(g) Release in Capital Cases. Any person charged with a capital 

offense shall not be released in accordance with this rule unless the 
court finds that release on conditions will reasonably assure that the 
accused will appear for later hearings, will not significantly inter-
fere with the administration of justice and will not pose a substan-
tial danger to another or the community. If a risk of flight, inter-
ference or danger is believed to exist, the person may be ordered de-
tained without bail.

(h) [unchanged]
(i) Order for Release. A court authorizing the release of the ac-

cused under this rule shall issue an appropriate order containing a 
statement of the conditions imposed, if any, shall inform the accused 
of the penalties applicable to violations of the conditions imposed, 
if any, shall inform the accused of the penalties applicable to viola-
tions of the conditions of the accused's release and shall advise the 
accused that a warrant for the accused's arrest may be issued upon any 
such violation. If a warrant is issued, there shall be a strong pre-
sumption that the bail amount set in the warrant may be satisfied by 
deposit in the registry of the court of a sum not to exceed 10 percent 
of the bail amount; such deposit shall be returned upon the perform-
ance of the conditions of release.

(j-n) [unchanged]
(o) Accused Released on Recognizance or Bail--Absence--Forfei-

ture. If the accused has been released on the accused's own recogni-
zance, on bail, or has deposited money instead thereof, and does not 
appear when the accused's personal appearance is necessary or violated 
conditions of release, the court, in addition to the forfeiture of the 
recognizance, or of the money deposited, may direct the clerk to issue 
a bench warrant for the accused's arrest. If a warrant is issued, 
there shall be a strong presumption that the bail amount set in the 
warrant may be satisfied by deposit in the registry of the court of a 
sum not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be 
returned upon the performance of the conditions of release.

(p) Enacting a $200 Cap on Bail for Certain Gross Misdemeanor and 
Misdemeanor Offenses Where the Court Finds a High Likelihood of Will-
ful Flight to Avoid Prosecution.

(1) If the court finds that a person charged with a misdemeanor 
or gross misdemeanor offense presents a high likelihood of willful 
flight to avoid prosecution, the court may impose bail in a maximum 
amount of $200.00. The cap does not apply if the court finds that a 

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-02-026

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 23 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



showing of substantial danger has been made under CrR 3.2(d). There 
shall be a strong presumption that the court shall allow the deposit 
of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount in the registry 
of the court; such deposit shall be returned upon the performance of 
the conditions of release.

(2) This subsection does not apply to the following offenses: any 
offense that would constitute a prior offense as defined in RCW 
46.61.5055 upon conviction; a domestic violence offense involving an 
intimate partner as defined in RCW 7.105.010; stalking under RCW 
9A.46.110 (5)(a); violation of a domestic violence protection order, 
sexual assault protection order, stalking protection order, or vulner-
able adult protection order; violation of an order issued under chap-
ter 9A.40, 9A.44, 9A.46, 9A.88, 9.94A, 10.99, 26.09, 26.26A, or 26.26B 
RCW; violation of a valid foreign protection order as described in RCW 
26.52.020; or violation of a Canadian domestic violence protection or-
der as defined in RCW 26.55.010; aiming or discharging firearms under 
RCW 9.41.230; any offense with a finding of sexual motivation under 
RCW 9.94A.835 or 13.40.135; communication with a minor or someone be-
lieved to be a minor for immoral purposes under RCW 9.68A.090(1); un-
lawful carrying or handling of a firearm under RCW 9.41.270; indecent 
exposure under RCW 9A.88.010 (2)(a) or (b); disclosing intimate images 
under RCW 9A.86.010 (7)(a); interfering with the reporting of domestic 
violence under RCW 9A.36.150; reckless endangerment under RCW 
9A.36.050; or a violation of the provisions of an order to surrender 
and prohibit weapons, an extreme risk protection order, or any other 
protection order or no-contact order restraining the person or exclud-
ing the person.

Reviser's note: The typographical errors in the above material occurred in the copy filed by the 
state supreme court and appear in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

CrRLJ 3.2 RELEASE OF ACCUSED
If the court does not find, or the court has not previously 

found, probable cause, the accused shall be released without condi-
tions.

(a) Presumption of Release in Noncapital Cases. Any person other 
than a person charged with a capital offense shall at the preliminary 
appearance or reappearance pursuant to rule 3.2.1 be ordered released 
on the accused's personal recognizance pending trial unless:

(1) the court determines that such recognizance will not reasona-
bly assure the accused's appearance, when required the accused 
presents a high likelihood of willful flight to avoid prosecution. 
"Willful flight" means intentional conduct with a purpose to thwart 
the judicial process to avoid prosecution. Isolated instances of non-
appearance in court alone are not evidence of the risk of willful 
flight. Reoccurrence and patterns of intentional conduct to evade 
prosecution, along with any affirmative steps to communicate or remedy 
any such missed court date, may be considered as factors in assessing 
future intent to evade prosecution; or

(2) [unchanged]
For the purpose of this rule, "violent crimes" may include misde-

meanors and gross misdemeanors and are not limited to crimes defined 
as violent offenses in RCW 9.94A.030.

In making the determination herein, the court shall, on the 
available information, consider the relevant facts including, but not 
limited to, those in subsections (c) and (e) of this rule.

(b) Showing of High Likelihood of Willful Flight to Avoid Prose-
cution Likely Failure to Appear—Least Restrictive Conditions of Re-
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lease. If the court determines that the accused is not likely to ap-
pear presents a high likelihood of willful flight to avoid prosecution 
if released on personal recognizance, the court shall impose the least 
restrictive of the following conditions that will reasonably assure 
that the accused will not willfully flee to avoid prosecution be 
present for later hearings, or, if no single condition gives that as-
surance, any combination of the following conditions.

(1)-(2) [unchanged]
(3) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight to 

avoid prosecution on the current charge, Rrequire the execution of an 
unsecured bond in a specified amount;

(4) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight on the 
current charge, Rrequire the execution of a bond bail in a specified 
amount and with the strong presumption that the court shall allow the 
deposit in the registry of the court in cash or other security as di-
rected, of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the amount of the bail 
bond, such deposit to be returned upon the performance of the condi-
tions of release or forfeited for violation of any condition of re-
lease. If this requirement is imposed, the court must also authorize a 
surety bond under section (b)(5);

(5) If there has been a previous finding of willful flight to 
avoid prosecution on the current charge, Rrequire the execution of a 
bond with sufficient solvent sureties or the deposit of cash in lieu 
thereof; if the court imposes bail, there shall be a strong presump-
tion that the court shall allow the deposit of a sum not to exceed 10 
percent of the bail amount in the registry of the court; such deposit 
shall be returned upon the performance of the conditions of release.

(6) [unchanged]
(7) Impose any condition other than detention deemed reasonably 

necessary to assure appearance as required. A court of limited juris-
diction may adopt a bail schedule for persons who have been arrested 
on probable cause but have not yet made a preliminary appearance be-
fore a judicial officer. The adoption of such a schedule or whether to 
adopt a schedule, is in the discretion of each court of limited juris-
diction, and may be adopted by majority vote. Bail schedules are not 
subject to GR 7 but are subject to CrRLJ 3.2(p). The supreme court may 
adopt a uniform bail schedule as an appendix to these rules.

If the court determines that the accused must post a secured or 
unsecured bond, the court shall consider, on the available informa-
tion, the accused's financial resources for the purposes of setting a 
bond that will reasonably assure the accused's appearance will not 
willfully flee from prosecution.

(8) The court may impose monetary conditions when requested by a 
defendant (even if there has not been a previous finding of willful 
flight to avoid prosecution).

(c) Relevant Factors--Future Appearance. In determining which 
conditions of release will reasonably assure the accused will not 
willfully flee from prosecutions appearance, the court shall, on the 
available information, consider the relevant facts including but not 
limited to:

(1) The accused's history of willful evasion of the response to 
legal process, particularly court orders to personally appear;

(2)-(7) [unchanged]
(8) The nature of the charge, if relevant to the risk of willful 

flight from prosecution nonappearance;
(9) [unchanged]
(d)-(f) [unchanged]
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(g) Release in Capital Cases. Any person charged with a capital 
offense shall not be released in accordance with this rule unless the 
court finds that release on conditions will reasonably assure that the 
accused will appear for later hearings, will not significantly inter-
fere with the administration of justice and will not pose a substan-
tial danger to another or the community. If a risk of flight, inter-
ference or danger is believed to exist, the person may be ordered de-
tained without bail.

(h) [unchanged]
(i) Order for Release. A court authorizing the release of the ac-

cused under this rule shall issue an appropriate order containing a 
statement of the conditions imposed, if any, shall inform the accused 
of the penalties applicable to violations of the conditions of the ac-
cused's release and shall advise the accused that a warrant for the 
accused's arrest may be issued upon any such violation. If a warrant 
is issued, there shall be a strong presumption that the bail amount 
set in the warrant may be satisfied by deposit in the registry of the 
court of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount; such de-
posit shall be returned upon the performance of the conditions of re-
lease.

(j)-(m) [unchanged]
(n) Accused Released on Recognizance or Bail--Absence--Forfei-

ture. If the accused has been released on the accused's own recogni-
zance, on bail, or has deposited money instead thereof, and does not 
appear when the accused's appearance is required or violates condi-
tions of release, the court, in addition to the forfeiture of the re-
cognizance, or of the money deposited, may direct the clerk to issue a 
bench warrant for the accused's arrest. If a warrant is issued, there 
shall be a strong presumption that the bail amount set in the warrant 
shall be satisfied by deposit in the registry of the court of a sum 
not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be re-
turned upon the performance of the conditions of release.

(o) Bail in Criminal Offense Cases--Mandatory Appearance.
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) or (3) below, when re-

quired to reasonably assure appearance in court that the person will 
not willfully flee from prosecution, bail for a person arrested for a 
misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor shall be no more than be $5200. and 
for a gross misdemeanor shall be $1,000. In an individual case and af-
ter hearing the court for good cause recited in a written order may 
set a different bail amount.

(2)-(3) [unchanged]
(p) Enacting a $200 Cap on Bail for Certain Gross Misdemeanor and 

Misdemeanor Offenses Where the Court Finds a High Likelihood of Will-
ful Flight to Avoid Prosecution.

(1) If the court finds that a person charged with a misdemeanor 
or gross misdemeanor offense presents a high likelihood of willful 
flight to avoid prosecution, the court may impose bail in a maximum 
amount of $200.00. The cap does not apply if the court finds that a 
showing of substantial danger has been made under CrRLJ 3.2(d). There 
shall be a strong presumption that the court shall allow the deposit 
of a sum not to exceed 10 percent of the bail amount in the registry 
of the court; such deposit shall be returned upon the performance of 
the conditions of release.

(2) This subsection does not apply to the following offenses: any 
offense that would constitute a prior offense as defined in RCW 
46.61.5055 upon conviction, a domestic violence offense involving an 
intimate partner as defined in RCW 7.105.010; stalking under RCW 

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-02-026

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 26 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



9A.46.110 (5)(a); violation of a domestic violence protection order, 
sexual assault protection order, stalking protection order, or vulner-
able adult protection order; violation of an order issued under chap-
ter 9A.40, 9A.44, 9A.46, 9A.88, 9.94A, 10.99, 26.09, 26.26A, or 26.26B 
RCW; violation of a valid foreign protection order as described in RCW 
26.52.020; or violation of a Canadian domestic violence protection or-
der as defined in RCW 26.55.010; aiming or discharging firearms under 
RCW 9.41.230; any offense with a finding of sexual motivation under 
RCW 9.94A.835 or 13.40.135; communication with a minor or someone be-
lieved to be a minor for immoral purposes under RCW 9.68A.090(1); un-
lawful carrying or handling of a firearm under RCW 9.41.270; indecent 
exposure under RCW 9A.88.010 (2)(a) or (b); disclosing intimate images 
under RCW 9A.86.010 (7)(a); interfering with the reporting of domestic 
violence under RCW 9A.36.150; reckless endangerment under RCW 
9A.36.050; or a violation of the provisions of an order to surrender 
and prohibit weapons, an extreme risk protection order, or any other 
protection order or no-contact order restraining the person or exclud-
ing the person.

Reviser's note: The typographical errors in the above material occurred in the copy filed by the 
state supreme court and appear in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

Proposed Amendments to CrR/CrRLJ 2.2
CrR 2.2: WARRANT OF ARREST AND SUMMONS

(a) [unchanged]
(b) Issuance of Summons in Lieu of Warrant.
(1) [unchanged]
(2) When Summons Must Issue. The court shall direct the clerk to 

issue a summons instead of a warrant unless it finds reasonable cause 
to believe that the defendant (i) will not appear in response to a 
summons presents a high likelihood of willful flight from prosecution 
(ii) will commit a violent offense or (iii) will seek to intimidate, 
tamper or threaten a witness, victim, or court employee, or tamper 
with evidence, or violate a civil or criminal protection order, or vi-
olate a condition of release requiring no contact with a person or 
place will interfere with witnesses or the administration of justice, 
(iv) is in custody. If a warrant is issued, there shall be a strong 
presumption that the bail amount set in the warrant may be satisfied 
by deposit in the registry of the court, of a sum not to exceed 10 
percent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be returned upon the 
performance of the conditions of release.

(3)-(4) [unchanged
(c)-(g) [unchanged]

CrRLJ 2.2: WARRANT OF ARREST OR SUMMONS UPON COMPLAINT
(a) [unchanged]
(b) Issuance of Summons in Lieu of Warrant.
(1) [unchanged]
(2) When Summons Must Issue. The court shall direct the clerk to 

issue a summons instead of a warrant unless it finds reasonable cause 
to believe that the defendant (i) will not appear in response to a 
summons presents a high likelihood of willful flight from prosecution 
(ii) will commit a violent offense or (iii) will seek to intimidate, 
tamper, or threaten a witness, victim or court employee, or tamper 
with evidence, or violate a civil or criminal protection order, or vi-
olate a condition of release requiring no contact with a person or 
place, will interfere with witnesses or the administration of justice, 
(iv) is in custody. If a warrant is issued, there shall be a strong 
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presumption that the bail amount set in the warrant may be satisfied 
by deposit in the registry of the court of a sum not to exceed 10 per-
cent of the bail amount; such deposit shall be returned upon the per-
formance of the conditions of release.

3) Summons for Felony Complaint. If the complaint charges the 
commission of a felony, the court may direct the clerk to issue a sum-
mons instead of a warrant unless it finds reasonable cause to believe 
that the defendant (i) will not appear in response to a summons 
presents a high likelihood of willful flight from prosecution (ii) 
will commit a violent offense or (iii) will seek to intimidate, tam-
per, or threaten a witness, victim or court employee, or tamper with 
evidence, or violate a civil or criminal protection order, or violate 
a condition of release requiring no contact with a person or place, 
will interfere with witnesses or the administration of justice, (iv) 
is in custody.. If a warrant is issued, there shall be a strong pre-
sumption that the bail amount set in the warrant may be satisfied by 
deposit in the registry of the court of a sum not to exceed 10 percent 
of the bail amount; such deposit shall be returned upon the perform-
ance of the conditions of release.

(4)-(5) [unchanged]
(c)-(g) [unchanged]
Reviser's note: The typographical errors in the above material occurred in the copy filed by the 

state supreme court and appear in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.
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WSR 26-03-077
AGENDA

DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR AND INDUSTRIES

[Filed January 20, 2026, 10:40 a.m.]

The department of labor and industries (L&I) prepares a semi-an-
nual rules development agenda in January and July each year to inform 
the public of expected upcoming rule changes. Pursuant to RCW 
34.05.314, the agenda is filed with the office of the code reviser for 
publication in the Washington State Register. This report details cur-
rent and anticipated rule-making activities for L&I. This agenda is 
for informational purposes and the noted dates of anticipated rule-
making actions are estimates. There may be additional rule-making ac-
tivities not anticipated at this time, such as implementing new state 
laws, meeting federal requirements, or other circumstances.

L&I encourages the public to be involved in the rule-making pro-
cesses by attending public hearings and submitting comments regarding 
rules. Rule-making information is available on L&I's website at 
https://www.lni.wa.gov/rule making-activity/. To stay informed of our 
progress and be notified of any changes, please sign up for email no-
tifications at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADLI/
subscriber/new. Under General, select Rules Update.

Please contact Caitlin Gates at 360-902-6744 or 
Caitlin.Gates@Lni.wa.gov if you have any questions.

KEY:
CR: "Code reviser" on the rule-making forms produced by the office 

of the code reviser for use by all state agencies.
CR-101: Preproposal statement of inquiry filed under RCW 

34.05.310.
CR-102: Proposed rule-making notice filed under RCW 34.05.320 or 

34.05.340.
CR-103: Rule-making order permanently adopting a rule, and filed 

under RCW 34.05.360 and 34.05.380.
CR-105: Expedited rule-making proposal filed under RCW 34.05.353.
N/A: Not applicable.
RCW: Revised Code of Washington.
WAC: Washington Administrative Code.
WSR: Washington State Register official filing reference number 

given by the office of the code reviser when a notice is filed.
Semi-Annual Rules Development Agenda

January 1 - June 30, 2026

WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

Division: Customer Service, Compliance, and Public Safety (CSCPS, formerly Field Services and Public Safety)
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

296-150F Factory assembled 
structures (FAS): 
Factory-built housing 
and commercial 
structures
(implementation of 
2019's E3SHB 1257, 
HB 1486, and ESSB 
5383)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to update the rule regarding 
factory-built housing and 
commercial structures, to include 
panelized construction. This rule 
making will include intent to 
make the rule related to E3SHB 
1257 (chapter 285, Laws of 2019) 
Energy efficiency, HB 1486 
(chapter 165, Laws of 2019) 
Delegation of authority, and 
ESSB 5383 (chapter 352, Laws of 
2019) Tiny houses. 

7/2/19
19-14-106

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Alicia Curry
CSCPS
360-902-6244

296-400A Plumber certification 
rule - Phase 3
(2020's SB 6170 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to consider amendments to 
implement the legislative changes 
made within the Plumbing Act 
(chapter 153, Laws of 2020, SB 
6170), and updates to continuing 
education, training programs, and 
other necessary updates to the 
plumbing rule.

1/18/22
22-03-073

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Alicia Curry
CSCPS
360-902-6244

296-200A
296-400A

Online insurance 
submittal for registered 
contractors and licensed 
plumbing contractors

The purpose of this rule making is 
to amend the contractor 
registration and plumbing 
contractor licensing rules to fully 
transition to an online insurance 
system. The amendments would 
require insurance companies to 
submit insurance documents and 
information electronically through 
the electronic bond and insurance 
policy system. L&I would no 
longer accept paper copies by 
mail, in person, or through any 
other electronic method for 
contractor registration or 
plumbing contractor licensing. 
The only exception would be for 
first-time applicants for contractor 
registration or plumbing 
contractor licensing.

4/22/25
25-09-152

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Meagan Edwards
CSCPS
360-522-0125

296-200A Contractor registration: 
Homeowner recovery 
program (2023's 2SHB 
1534 implementation - 
Phase 3)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to amend the contractor 
registration rule to implement 
2SHB 1534 (chapter 213, Laws of 
2023), to strengthen protections 
for consumers in the construction 
industry. The legislation directed 
L&I to establish and administer a 
new homeowner recovery 
program by July 1, 2024. The 
program provides a safeguard and 
a path to financial recovery for 
consumers harmed by 
construction contractors. 
Beginning July 1, 2026, eligible 
construction consumers can apply 
for recovery payments from the 
program for financial losses 
stemming from work by 
construction contractors.

5/6/25
25-10-080

Anticipate 
filing

1/20/26

Anticipate 
filing

4/21/26

Alicia Curry
CSCPS
360-902-6244
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

296-46B Electrical rule: Electric 
vehicle supply 
equipment and 
competency 
examinations (2025's 
SSB 5528 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to amend the electrical rule to 
implement 2SSB 5528 (chapter 
233, Laws of 2025), concerning 
the installation of transportation 
electrification infrastructure. The 
legislation enacted additional 
certification requirements for 
electricians installing electric 
vehicle supply equipment on 
public works projects, including 
that they be certified by the 
electric vehicle infrastructure 
training program or a similar 
nationally recognized training 
program. Amendments are also 
needed to streamline requirements 
for electrician and administrator 
competency examinations.

8/5/25
25-16-098

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Meagan Edwards
CSCPS
360-522-0125

296-104 Boiler rule updates and 
fee increases (fiscal year 
(FY) 27)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to amend the boiler rule. The 
board of boiler rules reviews the 
rules on a regular basis to ensure 
consistency with national boiler 
and unfired pressure vessel safety 
standards and industry practice. 
Rule making under consideration 
includes:

10/21/25
25-21-130

Anticipate 
filing

3/17/26

Anticipate 
filing

5/19/26

Alicia Curry
CSCPS
360-902-6244

  • Adding and amending 
definitions to clarify meaning of 
terms.
• Clarifying inspection 
requirements for low pressure 
boilers.
• Extending the inspection 
interval of boilers for owner/user 
organizations.
• Establishing new requirements 
for operation and maintenance of 
boilers.
• Increasing fees by the fiscal 
growth factor for FY 27 to 
support operating expenses for 
L&I's boiler program.

    

296-46B
296-96
296-150C
296-150F
296-150I
296-150M
296-150P
296-150R
296-150T
296-150V
296-200A
296-400A

Public safety program 
fee increases (FY 27)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to consider amendments to the 
rules for L&I's public safety 
programs: Contractor registration, 
electrical, elevator, FAS, and 
plumber. The amendments under 
consideration would increase fees 
by the fiscal growth factor for FY 
27 to cover operating expenses for 
the programs.

12/2/25
25-24-091

Anticipate 
filing
2/3/26

Anticipate 
filing
5/5/26

Meagan Edwards
CSCPS
360-522-0125

296-46B Electrical rule, code 
adoption

The purpose of this rule making is 
to consider amendments to 
chapter 296-46B WAC and new 
safety codes from the 2026 
edition of the National Fire 
Protection Agency (NFPA) 70, 
National Electrical Code (NEC). 
The electrical program is 
reviewing the rules to consider 
amendments to the adopted 2026 
NEC safety codes, update and 
clarify existing rules, and make 
housekeeping and other rule 
changes. The 2026 NEC (NFPA 
70-2026) will replace the current 
2023 NEC (NFPA 70-2023) to 
ensure the rules are consistent 
with national electrical safety 
standards and industry practice.

12/16/25
26-01-100

Anticipate 
filing

7/21/26

Anticipate 
filing

11/3/26

Meagan Edwards
CSCPS
360-522-0125
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

Division: Division of Labor Standards (DLS, formerly Fraud Prevention and Labor Standards)
296-127 Prevailing wage: 

Multiple collective 
bargaining agreements 
(CBA) and dispute 
resolution process

The purpose of this rule making is 
to establish an interested party 
dispute resolution process that 
L&I would engage when 
determining appropriate CBAs to 
establish a prevailing wage rate 
for a trade and occupation in a 
county. Rules are needed for a 
clear process to establish rates, as 
well as a process for dispute 
resolution.

6/3/25
25-12-093

Anticipate 
filing

Spring 2026

Anticipate 
filing

Summer 
2026

Ethan Whitener
Prevailing Wage 
Program
360-890-6139

296-128 Coercion based on 
immigration status 
(2025's SSB 5104 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to clarify new worker protections 
to align with SSB 5104 (chapter 
236, Laws of 2025), concerning 
instances of immigration-related 
coercion in the workplace. SSB 
5104 includes the following labor 
standards requirements for 
employers:

7/1/25
25-14-096

11/4/25
25-22-086

Anticipate 
filing
2/3/26

Connor Linse
Employment 
Standards
425-273-7664

  • Employers are prohibited from 
coercing employees based on 
immigration status. This includes 
implicit or explicit 
communication pertaining to the 
perceived immigration status of 
an employee or their family 
member to deter an employee 
from engaging in protected 
activities or exercising a right 
under chapters 49.46, 49.12, 
49.30, or 49.48 RCW.
• Employees may file a complaint 
with L&I within 180 days of the 
alleged coercive action.

    

296-05 Apprenticeship rule: 
Specialty electricians 
(2025's ESHB 1533 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement ESHB 1533 
(chapter 240, Laws of 2025). 
ESHB 1533 added a new section 
to chapter 49.04 RCW, 
Apprenticeship, allowing single-
employer (01) electrician 
apprenticeship programs to use 
apprentices to perform work 
under their valid electrician 
specialty certificate without 
changing the apprentice's status in 
the (01) program, with some 
restrictions.

7/1/25
25-14-098

Anticipate 
filing

1/20/26

Anticipate 
filing

3/31/26

Kristin Murphy
Apprenticeship 
Program
564-999-0975

296-123 Equal pay and 
opportunities 
protections and 
guidelines 
(implementation of 
2025's SSB 5408 and 
SSB 5501)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement SSB 5408 (chapter 
383, Laws of 2025) and SSB 5501 
(chapter 115, Laws of 2025), 
which includes the following 
labor standards under the Equal 
Pay and Opportunities Act 
(EPOA):

8/5/25
25-16-092

Anticipate 
filing

1/20/26

Anticipate 
filing

4/21/26

Michael Davis
Employment 
Standards
253-878-4043

  • Updates to the existing wage 
and salary disclosure 
requirements.
• Restrictions on when an 
employer can require a valid 
driver's license as a condition of 
employment or include a 
statement in a job posting that an 
applicant must have a valid 
driver's license.
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

  L&I has investigation and 
enforcement authority for EPOA. 
Both SSB 5408 and SSB 5501 
authorize rule making to 
implement and enforce the 
protections provided in the 
respective bills and EPOA. Rule 
making will include revising the 
existing EPOA rules in chapter 
296-123 WAC.

    

296-125
296-131
296-128

Youth employment 
updates (implementation 
of 2025's ESHB 1644, 
SHB 1121, and HB 
1722)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement three bills relating 
to child labor: SHB 1121 (chapter 
79, Laws of 2025), ESHB 1644 
(chapter 173, Laws of 2025), and 
HB 1722 (chapter 98, Laws of 
2025). The rule making will 
update chapters 296-125 and 
296-131 WAC and WAC 
296-128-400.
L&I is considering additional 
changes to agricultural and 
nonagricultural child labor rules. 
L&I has released draft rule 
language in two parts, batch A 
and batch B. The drafts clarify 
existing requirements, improve 
consistency between agricultural 
and nonagricultural rules, and 
improve alignment with federal 
prohibited duty standards in 
nonagricultural industries.

9/2/25
25-18-091

Anticipate 
filing
3/3/26

Anticipate 
filing

5/19/26

Reed Simock
Employment 
Standards
360-480-3237

296-126 Employment records 
(2025's SHB 1308 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to amend WAC 296-126-050 to 
incorporate, without material 
change, SHB 1308, chapter 273, 
Laws of 2025, related to access to 
personnel records. SHB 1308 
went into effect July 27, 2025. 
SHB 1308 amended chapter 49.12 
RCW, Industrial welfare, and this 
rule making would amend WAC 
296-126-050 based on the 
changes to RCW 49.12.240 and 
49.12.250.

N/A Anticipate 
filing

1/20/26
(CR-105)

Anticipate 
filing

3/31/26

Angela MacNeil
Employment 
Standards
253-370-9305

To be 
determined

Pregnancy-related 
accommodations (2025's 
E2SSB 5217 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement E2SSB 5217, 
concerning pregnancy-related 
accommodations. This bill 
expands the requirement to 
provide reasonable 
accommodations for pregnancy to 
apply to employers of all sizes, 
and expands reasonable 
accommodations to include 
scheduling flexibility for 
postpartum visits and paid time to 
express milk. The bill also creates 
administrative enforcement under 
L&I, including authority to issue 
penalties.

Anticipate 
filing

May 2026

Anticipate 
filing

July 2026

Anticipate 
filing

October 
2026

Angela MacNeil
Healthcare Labor 
Standards
253-370-9305

Joint rule making: DLS and Division of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH)
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

296-71 High hazard facilities 
(2025's EHB 1173 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement EHB 1173, 
concerning the skilled and trained 
workforce requirements for 
refinery owners when contracting 
for construction, alteration, 
demolition, installation, repair, or 
maintenance work at high hazard 
facilities. EHB 1173 (chapter 210, 
Laws of 2025) amends chapter 
49.80 RCW by adding and 
amending current definitions, and 
adds wage and occupation 
notifications for apprentices. Rule 
making may also be considered to 
provide further clarification and 
guidance concerning 
implementation of the chapter.

7/1/25
25-14-100

Anticipate 
filing

March 2026

Anticipate 
filing

May 2026

Kristin Murphy
Apprenticeship 
Program
564-999-0975

Division: DOSH  
296-62
296-155

Lead This rule making is in response to 
a petition and a series of 
stakeholder meetings. This rule 
making was initiated to update 
existing lead standards in both 
general industry and construction 
in light of increasing evidence of 
the hazards associated with 
occupational lead exposure. 

4/19/16
16-09-092

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-52 Safety standards for 
possession, handling, 
and use of explosives

The purpose of this rule making is 
to update the safety standards 
concerning explosives in order to 
reflect technological 
advancements in explosives over 
the past 10 to 30 years, and better 
align with federal regulations. 
Focus areas will likely include 
definitions, licensing, storage, 
background check requirements, 
public disclosure, and 
transportation, among others 
sections.

1/23/18
18-03-162

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

To be 
determined

Occupational exposures 
to infectious or 
contagious diseases
(2021's ESSB 5092 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement the requirements of 
2021's ESSB 5092, section 
220(8), to establish occupational 
health protections related to 
infectious diseases to ensure the 
state has general guidelines to 
follow in the case of an infectious 
disease outbreak. This would 
include when there is an outbreak 
subject to a public health 
emergency under a national or 
state-declared state of emergency.

5/13/21
21-11-051

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-155, 
Part N

Trenching and 
excavation work plan

The purpose of this rule making is 
to require employers to complete 
a written work plan (provided on 
the L&I website) detailing 
appropriate risk analysis prior to 
beginning any trench excavation 
that requires a protective system 
under WAC 296-154-657 (1)(a). 
Employers may also create their 
own work plan that meets the 
criteria outlined in the rule.
This rule making also proposes to:
• Add "work plan" to definitions.
• Require a competent person to 
remain on site any time trenching 
and excavation work is being 
performed.
• Address recordkeeping and 
training requirements of the work 
plan.

6/22/21
21-13-140

1/6/26
26-02-054

Anticipate 
filing

3/17/26

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372
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Rule Making
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Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #
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296-56 Longshore and 
waterfront operations 
and restrooms in ports 
and rail yards
(2022's SHB 1706 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to align the rule with RCW 
70.54.480, created by SHB 1706 
(chapter 204, Laws of 2022), 
regarding drayage truck operators 
access to restrooms when 
operating in or on a port or rail 
yard property. New requirements 
will include access to restrooms 
and dedicated space for lactation. 
This rule making will also better 
align chapter 296-56 WAC with 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) 
requirements under 29 C.F.R. 
1917 and 1910.

9/6/22
22-18-081

11/4/25
25-22-084

Anticipate 
filing

3/17/26

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-800 Safety and health core 
rules

The purpose of this rule making is 
to remove confusing and 
unnecessary language, as well as 
updates, where necessary, to align 
with the requirements of OSHA 
and Washington state rules. In 
addition, this rule making intends 
to:
• Consider updates to WAC 
296-800-13020 in response to a 
petition regarding the length of 
the term a safety committee 
member may serve.
• Address housekeeping and 
formatting issues.

7/23/24
24-15-126

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-830 
(New)

Workplace violence in 
health care 
(implementation of 
2019's SHB 1931 and 
2020's E2SSB 6205)

The purpose of this expedited rule 
making is to adopt into rule 
statutory requirements under 
chapter 49.19 RCW, Safety—
Health care settings; chapter 
72.23 RCW, Public and private 
facilities for mentally ill; and 
chapter 49.95 RCW, Long-term 
care workers. The requirements 
under these existing statutes 
require employers in covered 
health care settings to establish a 
program to address workplace 
violence and abusive behavior in 
health care settings, which 
includes creating policies, 
providing training to employees 
and recording incidents. Prior to 
this rule making, DOSH has 
addressed enforcement of the 
requirements under chapters 
49.19 and 72.23 RCW, and 
through DOSH Directive 5.07.

10/1/24
24-20-114
(CR-105)

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

To be 
determined

Ergonomics: Scheduled 
airlines—Ground crew 
operations (2023's 
ESSB 5217 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to establish a new chapter or 
section to address Ergonomics for 
scheduled airlines—Ground crew 
operations, Risk Class 6802 
(WAC 296-17A-6802), and key 
components of an ergonomics rule 
that L&I should consider for 
future industry-specific 
ergonomics rules due to ESSB 
5217 (chapter 112, Laws of 
2023).

10/29/24
24-22-067

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

296-900 Worker walk around The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement the requirements of 
OSHA's regulation 29 C.F.R. 
1903.8, Representatives of 
employers and employees, which 
became effective on May 31, 
2024, making L&I at-least-as-
effective-as OSHA. 29 C.F.R. 
1903.8 allows the employer and 
employees the right to authorize a 
representative to accompany 
OSHA officials during a 
workplace inspection. Employees 
can authorize another employee to 
serve as their representative or 
select a third party.

12/17/24
25-01-133

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-360
296-05
296-20
296-27
296-45
296-307
296-820
296-831
296-848
296-849
296-855
296-856

Safety and health 
retaliation

The purpose of this rule making is 
to update chapter 296-360 WAC 
and other sections in Title 296 
WAC that reference safety and 
health discrimination protections 
for workers and replace the term 
"discrimination" with 
"retaliation." This is part of a plan 
that L&I developed to use more 
accurate terminology to describe 
complaints received from workers 
who raise workplace safety and 
health hazards or concerns and are 
subsequently retaliated against, as 
described in RCW 49.17.160. 
This update does not change the 
underlying protections that 
currently exist today.

N/A 9/30/25
25-20-096
(CR-105)

1/6/26
26-02-055

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-307, 
Part I

Worker protection 
standard

The purpose of this rule making is 
to update WAC 296-307-108, Part 
I, Worker protection standard. The 
United States Environmental 
Protection Agency updated 
requirements related to 
application exclusion zones, and 
included changes related to 
spraying pesticides in enclosed 
spaces, American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) 
standards, and other housekeeping 
updates. This is a coordinated rule 
making with the Washington state 
department of agriculture.

N/A 10/14/25
25-21-072
(CR-105)

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-78
296-801
296-828
296-856
296-874

DOSH housekeeping 
updates

The purpose of this rule making is 
to correct any outstanding 
housekeeping issues in various 
WAC sections, such as correcting 
typographical errors and updating 
references. No requirements are 
being affected during this rule 
making, as changes are only for 
clarification purposes.

N/A To be 
determined 
(CR-105)

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-305 Safety standards for 
firefighters: Life safety 
ropes, harnesses, and 
hardware protection

The purpose of this rule making is 
to address a rule petition related 
to wire rope rescues. The rule 
making may also address other 
areas of chapter 296-305 WAC.

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

296-155 Construction personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to align state rules with updates 
made by OSHA to 29 C.F.R. 
1926.95 regarding PPE for 
construction.

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

To be 
determined

Indoor heat The purpose of this rule making is 
to address indoor occupational 
heat exposure hazards from high 
ambient temperatures in all 
industries.

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Thomas West
DOSH 
Rulemaking 
Program
509-237-2372

Division: Insurance Services
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

296-17
296-17A

Employment covered by 
RCW 51.32.187 
(Department of Energy 
(DOE) Hanford site 
contractors)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to allow contractors of DOE 
working at the Hanford site to 
have their contractors and 
subcontractors covered under the 
state fund.
L&I filed continuances on 
October 27 and November 6, 
2020, ultimately extending the 
comment period to February 1, 
2021. The CR-102 proposal was 
withdrawn (WSR 21-04-019) due 
to the need for more stakeholder 
involvement and coordination. 
L&I will continue working with 
stakeholders to refine the 
proposed rule amendments for 
potential future rule making.

3/3/20
20-06-060

9/22/20
20-19-132

(withdrawn)
10/27/20

20-22-038
11/6/20

20-23-017
(withdrawn)

To be 
determined

Jo Anne Attwood
Employer Services
360-902-4777

296-17
296-17A

Higher education 
classifications and 
premium rates

The purpose of this rule making is 
to consider changes to 
Classification 4906 Institutions of 
higher learning.
Classification development's goal 
is to fairly apply the workers' 
compensation insurance 
classifications and to ensure fair 
and equitable rates.

6/4/24
24-12-071

Anticipate 
filing 

September 
2026

Anticipate 
filing 

November 
2026

Jo Anne Attwood
Employer Services
360-902-4777

296-16A Stay-at-work program The purpose of this rule making is 
to create a requirement for 
reimbursement applications to be 
submitted online.

Anticipate 
filing

1/20/26

Anticipate 
filing

3/17/26

Anticipate 
filing

5/19/26

Annie Peeples 
Employer Services
360-902-4723

296-17
296-17A

Reporting and 
classification 
amendments for 2027

The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement clear rule writing to 
ensure staff and customers can 
easily understand and apply the 
workers' compensation insurance 
classification and reporting rules. 
L&I's classification development 
studied some subclassifications 
for potential reduction in number, 
and reviewed classification and 
reporting rules for improvement 
and clarification.

Anticipate 
filing

5/19/26

Anticipate 
filing

8/18/26

Anticipate 
filing

11/3/26

Jo Anne Attwood
Employer Services
360-902-4777

296-17
296-17B

Industrial insurance 
premium rates 2027

The purpose of this rule making is 
to establish the premium rates and 
experience rating parameters for 
calendar year 2027.

Anticipate 
filing

6/16/26

Anticipate 
filing

9/22/26

Anticipate 
filing

11/25/26

Jo Anne Attwood
Employer Services
360-902-4777

296-16 Preferred worker 
program

The purpose of this rule making is 
to consider updating preferred 
worker rules to protect employers 
that participate in on-the-job 
training for workers with the goal 
of increasing the use of on-the-job 
training options for workers.

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Jo Anne Attwood 
Employer Services
360-902-4777

296-20 Medical provider 
network requirements

The purpose of this rule making is 
to ensure clarity on the 
requirements for the medical 
provider network regarding 
providers' continued expectation 
to maintain network requirements 
in order to remain approved 
network providers. Rule changes 
under consideration will clarify 
the expectation that approved 
providers must maintain and 
adhere to all network standards, 
help L&I address provider 
noncompliance post enrollment 
more efficiently, and hold all 
approved providers to the same 
standards, ensuring workers 
receive the best care possible.

7/1/25
25-14-097

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Troy Parks
Health Services 
Analysis
360-902-6821
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

296-21 Reimbursement 
policies: Physical 
medicine

The purpose of this rule making is 
to update WAC 296-21-290 to 
include additional providers who 
can be authorized and paid for 
physical medicine services. This 
rule making will include adding 
chiropractors and occupational 
therapists as types of providers 
who can perform physical 
medicine services. Expanding the 
providers who can provide 
physical medicine services will 
increase access to care for 
workers and improve patient 
outcomes.

11/18/25
25-23-071

Anticipate 
filing
2/3/26

Anticipate 
filing
5/5/26

Marc Hobbs 
360-902-4244
Health Services 
Analysis

296-20
296-23

Medical aid rules—
Conversion factors

The purpose of this rule making is 
to update rates for most 
professional health care services 
for injured workers, which are 
published annually in the medical 
aid rules and fee schedules.

12/2/25
25-24-088

Anticipate 
filing

3/17/26

Anticipate 
filing
5/5/26

Megan Lemon
360-902-5161
 
Marc Hobbs 
360-902-4244
Health Services 
Analysis

296-14 Pension discount rate 
(PDR) 2026

The purpose of this rule making is 
to lower PDR to better align with 
the rate of return for long-term 
treasuries for self-insured 
pensions. PDR is the interest rate 
used to account for the time value 
of money when evaluating the 
present value of future pension 
payments. This rule making 
anticipates lowering PDR for self-
insured employers, effective April 
1, 2026.

8/5/25
25-16-091

10/21/25
25-21-128

Anticipate 
filing

1/20/26

Suzy Campbell
Legal Services
360-902-5003

296-23 Acupuncture The purpose of this rule making is 
to consider amending WAC 
296-23-238, which limits 
payment to a maximum of 10 
visits based on L&I's review of 
safety and efficacy data for a low 
back condition. L&I is 
considering amending this section 
in order to have some flexibility 
to pay for a different number of 
visits for other conditions when 
acupuncture has been shown to be 
safe and effective for that 
condition per L&I review. The 
maximum number of visits could 
be taken out of rule and, instead, 
[be] specified in the medical 
coverage decision for each 
condition.

8/20/24
24-17-126

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Jami Lifka
Office of the 
Medical Director
360-902-4941

296-19A Vocational 
rehabilitation: Training 
providers

The purpose of this rule making is 
to ensure clarity on the 
requirements and expectations for 
approved training providers.

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Sarah Moran
Return to Work 
Partnerships
360-902-6362
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WAC 
Chapter Rule Subject

Purpose and Scope of
Rule Making

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101)
Filing Date
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102 or 
CR-105)

Filing Date
and WSR #

Permanent 
Rule

(CR-103[P])
Filing Date
and WSR #

Agency
Contact

296-15 Requirements of 
decertified self-insured 
employer groups and 
municipalities (2025's 
HB 1275 
implementation)

The purpose of this rule making is 
to implement HB 1275 (chapter 
57, Laws of 2025), which 
established L&I's authority to 
ensure payment is received from a 
self-insured group or municipal 
employer after their self-insurer 
certification is withdrawn. To 
ensure funds are available for the 
continuity of benefits for injured 
workers if their self-insured 
employer becomes decertified, 
rule making will include 
amendments regarding the 
continued obligations of 
decertified self-insured employers 
and the methods of how the self-
insured employer shall meet 
financial obligations.

9/2/25
25-18-092

Anticipate 
filing
3/3/26

Anticipate 
filing
5/5/26

Stephanie 
Scheurich
Self-Insurance
360-902-5662

296-15 Self-insurance: One-
time assessments

The purpose of this rule making is 
to provide a method for one-time 
assessments of self-insured 
employers based on program 
participation rather than reported 
claim costs.

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

Starla Treznoski
Self-Insurance
360-902-5668

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-03-077

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 39 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



WSR 26-04-002
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
(Mental Health Counselors, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Social Workers 

Advisory Committee)
[Filed January 21, 2026, 12:32 p.m.]

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act (chapter 42.30 
RCW) and the Administrative Procedure Act (chapter 34.05 RCW), the 
following is the regular schedule of regular meetings for the mental 
health counselors, marriage and family therapists, and social workers 
advisory committee (committee) for the year 2026. The committee's 
meetings are open to the public and access for persons with disabili-
ties may be arranged with advance notice; please contact the staff 
person below for more information.

Agendas for the meetings listed below are made available in ad-
vance via listserv and the committee's website (see below). Every at-
tempt is made to ensure that the agenda is up-to-date. However, the 
committee reserves the right to change or amend agendas at the meet-
ing.

 Date Location
Committee Friday

February 20, 2026
Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 166, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via Microsoft (MS) Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and 
agenda. Public attendees can access the meeting online.

Committee Friday
May 29, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 153, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via MS Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public 
attendees can access the meeting online.

Committee Friday
September 18, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 166, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via MS Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public 
attendees can access the meeting online.

Committee Friday
November 20, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 166, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via MS Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public 
attendees can access the meeting online.

Start time is 9:00 a.m. unless otherwise specified. Time and lo-
cations subject to change as needed. See the Mental Health Counselors, 
Marriage and Family Therapists, and Social Workers Advisory Committee 
| Washington State Department of Health for the most current informa-
tion.

If you need further information, please contact Lana Crawford, 
Program Manager, Washington State Department of Health, Office of 
Health Professions, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, email 
licensed.counselors@doh.wa.gov, web www.doh.wa.gov.

Please be advised the committee is required to comply with the 
Public Records Act, chapter 42.56 RCW. This act establishes a strong 
state mandate in favor of disclosure of public records. As such, the 
information you submit to the board [committee], including personal 
information, may ultimately be subject to disclosure as a public re-
cord.
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WSR 26-04-003
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
(Examining Board of Psychology)

[Filed January 21, 2026, 12:35 p.m.]

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act (chapter 42.30 
RCW) and the Administrative Procedure Act (chapter 34.05 RCW), the 
following is the regular schedule of regular meetings for the examin-
ing board of psychology (board) for the year 2026. The board's meet-
ings are open to the public and access for persons with disabilities 
may be arranged with advance notice; please contact the staff person 
below for more information.

Agendas for the meetings listed below are made available in ad-
vance via listserv and the board's website (see below). Every attempt 
is made to ensure that the agenda is up-to-date. However, the board 
reserves the right to change or amend agendas at the meeting.

Date Location
Friday
January 23, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Labor and Industries
7273 Linderson Way S.W., Room S119, Tumwater, WA 98501
Virtual via Microsoft (MS) Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public 
attendees can access the meeting online.

Friday
March 13, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 166, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via MS Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public attendees can 
access the meeting online.

Friday
May 15, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 166, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via MS Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public attendees can 
access the meeting online.

Friday
July 10, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 166, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via MS Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public attendees can 
access the meeting online.

Friday
September 25, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 166, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via MS Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public attendees can 
access the meeting online.

Friday
November 13, 2026

Hybrid:
Physical Location: Department of Health
111 Israel Road, Town Center 2, Room 166, Tumwater, WA 98504
Virtual via MS Teams meeting, hyperlink provided on website and agenda. Public attendees can 
access the meeting online.

Start time is 9:00 a.m. unless otherwise specified. Time and lo-
cations subject to change as needed. See the Examining Board of Psy-
chology | Washington State Department of Health for the most current 
information.

If you need further information, please contact Nancy Delgado, 
Program Manager, Washington State Department of Health, Office of 
Health Professions, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, email 
Psychology@doh.wa.gov, web www.doh.wa.gov.

Please be advised the board is required to comply with the Public 
Records Act, chapter 42.56 RCW. This act establishes a strong state 
mandate in favor of disclosure of public records. As such, the infor-
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mation you submit to the board, including personal information, may 
ultimately be subject to disclosure as a public record.
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WSR 26-04-005
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

WINE COMMISSION
[Filed January 21, 2026, 1:53 p.m.]

2026 Board Meetings
 January 23 DeLille Cellars, Woodinville  
 April 17 Chateau Ste. Michelle, Woodinville  
 June 12 Walter Clore Center, Prosser  
 August date to be 

determined
Woodinville (will confirm date during our 
January board meeting)

 

 November date to 
be determined

Walter Clore Center, Prosser (will confirm 
date during January board meeting)
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WSR 26-04-006
AGENDA

GAMBLING COMMISSION
[Filed January 21, 2026, 2:00 p.m.]

 The following is the gambling commission's semi-annual rule-mak-
ing agenda for rules under development for January 1 - June 30, 2026, 
pursuant to RCW 34.05.314.

WAC Chapter 
and/or Section(s) Subject Matter

Current Activity
Preproposal

(CR-101)
Proposal (CR-102) or 
Expedited (CR-105)

Permanent
(CR-103P)

230-16
230-06

Gambling equipment in 
warehouses

WSR 19-03-095 ON HOLD  

Tricia Gullion
Legislative and Rules Manager
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WSR 26-04-007
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

POTATO COMMISSION
[Filed January 21, 2026, 2:25 p.m.]

2025-2026 Quarterly Meeting Dates
9/4/2025 9 a.m. Washington State Potato 

Commission (WSPC) Office, 
Zoom

12/11/2025 9 a.m. Wapato, Washington
3/5/2026 9 a.m. WSPC Office, Zoom
5/14/2026 9 a.m. WSPC Office, Zoom
6/16/2026 9 a.m. Location to be determined in 

Walla Walla, Washington
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WSR 26-04-008
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT COUNCIL
[Filed January 21, 2026, 3:14 p.m.]

2026 Committee on Advanced Tuition Payment and College Savings
(WA529 Committee) Meeting Schedule

As outlined in WAC 14-104-010, the WA529 committee shall hold 
regular meetings to carry out its statutory duties as described in 
chapter 28B.95 RCW. Special meetings may be scheduled, as needed.

The following is the regular meeting schedule for the 2026 calen-
dar year:

DATE TIME LOCATION

Wednesday, March 18, 2026
 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. PT Virtual: Meeting link available at wsac.wa.gov/wa529
Physical location:
Washington Student Achievement Council Office
1500 Jefferson Street S.E.
Olympia, WA 98501
(Meeting format and location are subject to change prior to 
individual meeting dates. Please check wsac.wa.gov/wa529 for 
updates.)

Wednesday, June 3, 2026
 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026
 
Tuesday, December 8, 2026
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WSR 26-04-013
RULES COORDINATOR

ENERGY FACILITY SITE
EVALUATION COUNCIL

[Filed January 21, 2026, 4:31 p.m.]

Pursuant to RCW 34.05.312, the rules coordinator for the Energy 
Facility Site Evaluation Council is Noel Sharp, 621 Woodland Square 
Loop, Lacey, WA 98503, phone 360-485-1591, email 
noel.sharp@efsec.wa.gov.

Noel Sharp
Rules and Policy Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-015
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

[Filed January 22, 2026, 5:48 p.m.]

Following is the schedule of associated students of the Universi-
ty of Washington, Tacoma regular open public meetings for the year 
2026:

 Meeting Name Date Time Location  
 Associated Students of the 

University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

2/13/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

2/20/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

2/27/2026 8:30 a.m. Cherry Parkes Room 325  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

3/6/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

3/13/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

3/20/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 307  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

3/27/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

4/3/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

4/10/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 306  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

4/17/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

4/24/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

5/1/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

5/8/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 307  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

5/15/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

5/22/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

5/29/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  
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 Meeting Name Date Time Location  
 Associated Students of the 

University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

6/5/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

6/12/2026 9:00 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 307  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

6/19/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

6/26/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

7/3/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

7/10/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

7/17/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

7/24/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

7/31/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

8/7/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

8/14/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

8/21/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

8/28/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

9/4/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

9/11/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

9/18/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

9/25/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

10/2/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

10/9/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  
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 Meeting Name Date Time Location  
 Associated Students of the 

University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

10/16/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

10/23/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

10/30/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

11/6/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

11/13/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

11/20/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

11/27/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

12/4/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

12/11/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  

 Associated Students of the 
University of Washington Tacoma 
Executive Board

12/18/2026 8:30 a.m. University Y Student Center Room 303  
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WSR 26-04-016
AGENDA

WASHINGTON STATE LOTTERY
[Filed January 22, 2026, 6:02 p.m.]

Pursuant to RCW 34.05.314, Washington's lottery (lottery) is sub-
mitting its semi-annual agenda for publishing in the Washington State 
Register.

WAC 315-10-025 is currently open for revisions related to in-
creasing the maximum price of an instant (scratch-off) game ticket. 
Additional rule making may be deemed necessary to meet legal require-
ments, unforeseen circumstances, or evolving agency needs.

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda
January 1 - June 30, 2026

WAC Purpose for Rule Making CR-101 Filing Next Step
WAC 315-10-025 Cost 
to purchase an instant 
game ticket

The lottery is considering revisions to WAC 
315-10-025 to potentially increase the maximum 
price of an instant (scratch-off) game ticket.

CR-101 was filed 
on December 15, 
2025

CR-102 anticipated 
to be filed in 
February of 2026

Kristi Weeks
Director of Legal Services
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WSR 26-04-017
POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 23, 2026, 8:01 a.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding policy statement HSQA-24-01, Emergency 
Abortion Care in Hospitals Providing Emergency Services, which was 
filed June 17, 2024, and published in WSR 24-13-083.

This statement clarified requirements and responsibilities for 
the provision of emergency obstetric care, including abortion care, 
for all hospitals providing emergency care in Washington state. The 
department is rescinding this policy statement because the content has 
been incorporated into permanent rule in WAC 246-320-010 and 
246-320-281 under WSR 25-24-040, filed on November 26, 2025. Because 
these requirements have been codified in rule, the policy statement is 
no longer needed.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Tiffani Buck, hospital program supervisor, at 
tiffani.buck@doh.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-020
NOTICE OF APPEAL

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
[Filed January 23, 2026, 12:12 p.m.]

NOTICE OF APPEAL
RCW 34.05.330(3)

Pursuant to RCW 34.05.330(3), you are hereby notified for publi-
cation in the Washington State Register that:

On January 21, 2026, the Governor's Office received an appeal 
from Jean Mendoza, relating to the Washington State Department of Eco-
logy's denial of a petition to amend or repeal ch. 173-424 WAC (Clean 
Fuels Program Rule).

DATE: January 23, 2026
Kristin Beneski

Chief Legal Counsel to the Governor
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WSR 26-04-022
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT
(Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee)

[Filed January 23, 2026, 12:21 p.m.]

Meeting Schedule 2026 - January 2027
Bimonthly meetings on the third Thursday at 9 a.m., unless other-

wise indicated.
Date Location Notes

Thursday, March 19, 2026 In person ˆMaple Park, Olympia, Washington
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Thursday, May 21, 2026 Zoom Recorded meeting
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Thursday, July 16, 2026 Zoom Recorded meeting
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Thursday, July 23, 2026 Zoom ˆˆRecorded meeting
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Thursday, August 13, 2026 In person ˆMaple Park, Olympia, Washington
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Thursday, September 17, 2026 Zoom Recorded meeting
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Thursday, November 19, 2026 Zoom Recorded meeting
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Thursday, January 21, 2027 Zoom Recorded meeting
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

ˆMeetings not following the Thursday at 9 a.m. frequency.
ˆˆAdditional meeting, report writing year.
Per vote of agriculture and seasonal workforce services (ASWS) 

advisory committee members, meetings are being recorded as of May 21, 
2020.

^RECORDING DISCLAIMER: This meeting may be recorded. Please be advised 
that if the meeting is recorded, your image will be captured and re-
corded during the videoconference. Your participation in this video-
conference equals consent to be recorded as required by law. Questions 
about the collection may be addressed to ASWS, 815 North Kellogg 
Street, Suite D, Kennewick, WA 99336.

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-022

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 54 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



WSR 26-04-027
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

DEPARTMENT OF
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

(Covenant Homeownership Program Oversight Committee)
[Filed January 23, 2026, 3:04 p.m.]

Following is the schedule of regular meetings for the department 
of financial institutions' covenant homeownership program oversight 
committee for 2026:

Date Time Location
2/24/2026 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Virtual
3/27/2026 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Virtual
6/16/2026 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Virtual
10/1/2026 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. TBD, hybrid
12/?/2026 To be determined (TBD) Virtual

If you need further information, contact Christian Salyers, P.O. 
Box 41200, Olympia, WA 98504-1200, 360-902-8790, 360-902-8802, 
CHP@DFI.WA.GOV, https://dfi.wa.gov/covenant.
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WSR 26-04-029
AGENDA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
[Filed January 23, 2026, 3:55 p.m.]

Following is the department of commerce (commerce) semi-annual 
rules development agenda for publication in the Washington State Reg-
ister, pursuant to RCW 34.05.314. There may be additional rule-making 
activity not on the agenda as conditions warrant.

Contact Amanda Hathaway if you have questions at 
amanda.hathaway@commerce.wa.gov or 360-789-0843.

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda
January through June 2026

Division WAC Citation Subject Matter/Purpose of Rule
Current Activity/

Approximate Filing Date
Economic 
development 
(ED)

194-50 This rule making will explore options to 
increase flexibility and compliance options, as 
well as eligibility for exemptions, to help 
building owners plan for and meet the 
standards of the law.

CR-101: Filed 6/3/2025
CR-102: Expected spring 2026

ED 194-24-180 ED is considering opening a rule making to 
update labeling requirements for electric 
water heaters given the release of CTA-2045-
B (CTA-2045-B incorporates all of the 
requirements of CTA-2045-A and adds 
additional functionality to the product).

CR-102: Filed 12/3/25
CR-103: Expected early 2026

Housing 
division 
(homeless 
assistance unit)

RCW 
43.31.605

Rules to protect survivors of domestic 
violence personal information from public 
disclosure requests.

CR-101: Maybe August 2025

Community 
services 
division (CSD)

365-230 Rule making to align commerce with the 
Environmental Protection Agency's newly 
lowered clearance standards for lead-based 
paint on floors and windows and current 
definitions. This rule making will also 
establish the fee schedule for certifications.

CR-101: Estimated August-
September 2025

CSD XXX-XX-010 Rule making required by statute; commerce is 
adopting rules to set the framework for 
behavioral health advocacy through the office 
of behavioral health advocacy (OBHA). The 
goal is to ensure that OBHA provides 
consistent, accessible, and effective 
behavioral health advocacy for all 
Washingtonians.

CR-101: 7/24/24
CR-102: Estimated August-
September 2025

Local 
government 
division (LGD)

365-199-XXX Rules that would create a brief adjudicative 
process to provide expedient appeals for 
commerce determinations relating to the 
Growth Management Act.

CR-101: Filed 12/23/25
CR-102: Estimated February-March 
2026

ED 194-40-060 
and 
194-40-300

Aligning rules with the Clean Energy 
Transformation Act.

CR-105: Published August 2025
CR-103: Expected January 2026

ED  Revisiting emergency fuel provisions. Exploration stage early 2026
LGD 365-196 and 

365-199
Updating rules for recently enacted legislation 
including, but not limited to, housing density, 
coliving, minimum parking requirements, and 
concurrency requirements.

CR-101: Estimated February-March 
2026
CR-102: Estimated June-August 
2026

Amanda Hathaway
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-031
POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 26, 2026, 7:34 a.m.]

Office of Assistant Secretary
Health Systems Quality Assurance

Notice of Adoption - Policy Statement
Title: Alternative Education for Medical Cannabis Consultant 

Training, HSQA MC 2025-01.1.
Issuing Entity: Department of health (department).
Subject Matter: Allowance of alternative education for WAC 

246-72-100(2), the two-hour continuing education course that is of-
fered by the department. The department is extending the allowance un-
til May 1, 2026.

Effective Date: January 2, 2026.
Contact Person: Annie Kause, medical cannabis program manager, 

medicalcannabis@doh.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-032
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

(Community Economic Revitalization Board)
[Filed January 26, 2026, 11:05 a.m.]

Change to 2026 Meeting Location
The community economic revitalization board (CERB) will hold reg-

ularly scheduled business meetings on the following dates:
 Date Location  
 January 15, 2026 South Puget Sound Community College (SPSCC), 

Lacey Campus, #186, Lacey, Washington
 

 March 19, 2025 [2026] SPSCC, Lacey Campus, #186, Lacey, Washington  
 May 21, 2026 SPSCC, Lacey Campus, #186, Lacey, Washington  
 July 16, 2026 SPSCC, Lacey Campus, #186, Lacey, Washington  
 September 17, 2026 SPSCC, Lacey Campus, #186, Lacey, Washington  
 November 19, 2026 SPSCC, Lacey Campus, #186, Lacey, Washington  

The meetings begin at 9:00 a.m.
The agenda packet for each meeting will be posted on the website 

one week prior to each meeting at www.commerce.wa.gov/cerb.
Please contact the CERB main line at 360-764-9820 for additional 

information, or find us on the web at www.commerce.wa.gov/cerb.
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WSR 26-04-033
POLICY STATEMENT

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION

[Filed January 26, 2026, 11:35 a.m.]

The legislature directed the utilities and transportation commis-
sion (commission), in section 1 of ESSB 5295, to conduct a proceeding 
to develop a policy statement addressing alternatives to traditional 
cost of service rate making, including performance-based measures or 
goals, targets, performance incentives, and penalty mechanisms.

As directed by the legislature, on January 26, 2026, the commis-
sion issued a policy statement to provide clarification of the repor-
ted metrics for regulated energy companies to file with the commission 
on an annual basis. These metrics may be revised as needed in future 
proceedings within this docket (U-210590) or future multi-year rate 
plans. Additionally, the policy statement addresses expected princi-
ples for proposed performance incentive mechanisms. Finally, the com-
mission provides its interpretation of how authorized incentives in-
teract with the earnings test under RCW 80.28.425(6).

A copy of the policy statement and associated proceeding materi-
als may be obtained by accessing the commission website at 
www.utc.wa.gov or by contacting Stacey Brewster, Rules Coordinator, 
621 Woodland Square Loop S.E., P.O. Box 47250, Lacey, WA 98503, phone 
360-664-1149, email stacey.brewster@utc.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-034
AGENDA

ENERGY FACILITY SITE
EVALUATION COUNCIL

[Filed January 26, 2026, 12:09 p.m.]

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda
January - June 2026

This filing details current and anticipated rule-making activi-
ties for the energy facility site evaluation council (EFSEC). This 
agenda is prepared as a requirement of RCW 34.05.314 to inform the 
public of expected rule-making activities.

This agenda is for informational purposes and includes anticipa-
ted rule-making activities for the period, which may contain estimated 
dates. There may be additional rule-making activities not anticipated 
at this time, such as implementing new state laws, to meet federal re-
quirements, or due to other circumstances.

WAC Rule Subject
Purpose and Scope

of Rule Making
CR-101 Filing

Date and WSR #

CR-102 or 
CR-105 Filing 

Date and WSR #
CR-103 Filing 

Date and WSR #
463-30 Adjudicative 

proceedings
Align with current 
practices and needs.

CR-101
Filed November 5, 2025
WSR 25-22-105

To be determined  

463-60 Applications 
for site 
certification

Provide additional 
details about 
preapplication and 
application processes.

CR-101
Filed November 5, 2025
WSR 25-22-105

To be determined  

463-72 Site 
Restoration

Provide additional 
guidance on formal 
and informal 
procedures.

CR-101
Filed November 5, 2025
WSR 25-22-105

To be determined  

EFSEC encourages the public to be involved in the rule-making 
processes by attending public hearings and submitting comments regard-
ing rules. To stay informed of our progress and be notified of any 
changes, please "Subscribe for updates" or visit our website to learn 
more. If you have any questions regarding this filing or EFSEC rule-
making activities, please contact the EFSEC rules coordinator at 
rulemaking@efsec.wa.gov.

Key:
CR: "Code reviser" on rule-making forms from the office of the 

code reviser used by all state agencies.
CR-101: Preproposal statement of inquiry filed under RCW 

34.05.310.
CR-102: Proposed rule-making notice filed under RCW 34.05.320 or 

34.05.340.
CR-103: Rule-making order permanently adopting a rule and filed 

under RCW 34.05.360 and 34.05.380.
CR-105: Expedited rule-making proposal filed under RCW 34.05.353.
RCW: Revised Code of Washington.
WAC: Washington Administrative Code.
WSR: Washington State Register.

Ali Smith
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-038
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

FORENSIC INVESTIGATIONS COUNCIL
[Filed January 26, 2026, 4:19 p.m.]

The forensic investigations council (council) will be conducting 
hybrid meetings, which will offer an opportunity for either in-person 
or virtual attendance, during calendar year 2026. To learn more about 
virtually accessing council meetings, contact Emily Wattnem, forensic 
laboratory services bureau, email Emily.wattnem@wsp.wa.gov, phone 
360-596-4120, VoIP 11120.

Following is the schedule of regular meetings for the council for 
2026:

 Date Time Location  
 January 23, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room

Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 February 27, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 March 27, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 April 24, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 May 22, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 June 26, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 July 24, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 August 28, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 September 25, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 October 23, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

 November 27, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room
Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134
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 Date Time Location  
 December 18, 2026 9:00 a.m. Large Conference Room

Seattle Crime Laboratory
2203 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA 98134

 

The council strives to accommodate people needing alternative 
ways to access our meetings. Requests for accommodations or alterna-
tive access are welcome and should be made by contacting Emily Watt-
nem, forensic laboratory services bureau, email 
Emily.wattnem@wsp.wa.gov, phone 360-596-4120, VoIP 11120.
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WSR 26-04-039
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
CHARTER SCHOOL COMMISSION
[Filed January 26, 2026, 4:37 p.m.]

2026 Meeting Schedule
Date Time Location

Thursday, February 19, 2026 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. Renton Technical College
3000 N.E. 4th Street
Renton, WA 98056
Virtual option available via Zoom

Thursday, April 23, 2026 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. Olympic Educational Service 
District
105 National Avenue North
Bremerton, WA 98312
Virtual option available via Zoom

Thursday, June 18, 2026 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. Four Points by Sheraton 
Bellingham Hotel and Conference 
Center
714 Lakeway Drive
Bellingham, WA 98229
Virtual option available via Zoom

Thursday, August 20, 2026 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. Wenatchee Valley College
1300 Fifth Street
Wenatchee, WA 98801
Virtual option available via Zoom

Thursday, October 8, 2026 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. To be determined (TBD) - 
SeaTac, Washington
Virtual option available via Zoom

Thursday, December 17, 2026 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. TBD - Tacoma, Washington
Virtual option available via Zoom

 

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-039

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 63 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



WSR 26-04-041
AGENDA

PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION
[Filed January 26, 2026, 4:55 p.m.]

Rules Development Agenda
January through July 2026

The Administrative Procedure Act requires state agencies to pre-
pare a biannual rules development agenda that includes the issues un-
der consideration for rule making for the upcoming six-month period 
(RCW 34.05.314). Agendas are published in the State Register at the 
end of January and July each year. Staff proposes the following rule-
making agenda for the period from January through July 2026.

Update campaign reporting for political advertising and other ex-
penditure activity (chapter 390-16 WAC): Campaigns are required to re-
port the purpose of each expenditure, including details on the activi-
ty, source, and vendor information. Over the last few years, the pub-
lic disclosure commission (commission) has reviewed and analyzed the 
policy and mechanisms for improving disclosure in the evolving area of 
digital political advertising. A product of this work was the adoption 
of rules updating the requirements for commercial advertisers to main-
tain records of the digital political advertising they sell. Another 
step in this work is focusing on the detail of campaign reporting of 
expenditures on political advertising. The commission will consider 
updating the rules regarding the reporting of campaign expenditure ac-
tivity, including political advertising in digital and other media.

Sean Flynn
General Counsel
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WSR 26-04-042
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

PUGET SOUND
SALMON COMMISSION

[Filed January 27, 2026, 8:10 a.m.]

2026 Meeting Schedule
Saturday, January 31, at 10:00 a.m., at Ag Association Manage-

ment, 6601 West Deschutes Avenue, Suite C-2 Kennewick, WA 99336; or 
virtual at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87675522182? 
pwd=1Tmh9kTCXlY1YpjvDTGSObRjhaYhV7.1.

Saturday, September 26, at 10:00 a.m., at Ag Association Manage-
ment, 6601 West Deschutes Avenue, Suite C-2, Kennewick, WA 99336; or 
virtual at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84425726895?
pwd=qqxODVsJjTqxuYz7761lRtHCLkr4JU.1.

For more information, call 509-585-5460 or email 
mjohnson@agmgt.com.
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WSR 26-04-043
AGENDA

LIQUOR AND CANNABIS
BOARD

[Filed January 27, 2026, 8:33 a.m.]

Semi-Annual Rule Development Agenda
January 1 - June 30, 2026

The Washington state liquor and cannabis board (LCB) prepares a 
semi-annual rule-making agenda in January and July of each year to in-
form the public of expected upcoming rule changes. Pursuant to the 
Washington state Administrative Procedure Act (RCW 34.05.314), the 
agenda is filed with the office of the code reviser for publication in 
the Washington State Register. This report details current and antici-
pated rule-making activities for LCB. This agenda is for informational 
purposes and the noted dates of anticipated rule-making actions are 
estimates. There may be additional rule-making activities not antici-
pated at this time, such as those necessary to implement new state 
laws, meet federal requirements, or other circumstances.

LCB encourages the public to be involved in the rule-making proc-
ess by attending public hearings and submitting written comments re-
garding rules. Rule-making information is available on the LCB website 
at https://lcb.wa.gov/laws/current-rulemaking-activity. To stay in-
formed of our progress and be notified of any changes, please sign up 
for email notifications at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
WALCB/subscriber/new. Under subscription topics, select Rulemaking.

Please contact Kevin Walder at 360-878-1857 or rules@lcb.wa.gov 
if you have questions.

KEY:
APA: Administrative Procedure Act (chapter 34.05 RCW).
CR: "Code reviser" on the rule-making forms, which are produced by 

the office of the code reviser for use by all state agencies.
CR-101: Preproposal statement of inquiry filed under RCW 

34.05.310.
CR-102: Proposed rule-making notice filed under RCW 34.05.320 or 

34.05.340.
CR-103: Rule-making order permanently adopting a rule and filed 

under RCW 34.05.360 and 34.05.380.
CR-105: Expedited rule-making notice filed under RCW 34.05.353.
RCW: Revised Code of Washington.
WAC: Washington Administrative Code.
WSR: Washington State Register official filing reference number 

given by the office of the code reviser when a notice is filed.
Alcohol Rule Making
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WAC 
Section(s) Title Description

Preproposal 
Notice 

(CR-101) 
Filing Date 
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102)
Filing 

Date and 
WSR #

Permanent 
Rule 

(CR-103) 
Filing Date 
and WSR #

Effective 
Date Agency Contact

314-02-140 Retail product 
placement

Rule making to amend 
existing rules 
regarding the 
placement of alcohol 
products in retail 
spaces, balancing 
commercial interests 
with public health and 
safety concerns. Rule 
making may address 
cross-over alcohol 
products, placement of 
mini-bottles and 
alcohol product 
placement generally.

1/15/25
25-03-079

6/3/26 Summer 
2026

1/1/27 Daniel Jacobs
Daniel.jacobs@lcb.wa.gov

314-02-112
314-03-200
314-03-210
314-03-211
314-03-212
314-03-213
314-03-214
314-03-215
314-05-020
314-05-025
314-05-030

Implementation 
of 2SHB 1515
Expanded 
outdoor alcohol 
service, civic 
campuses, and 
fan zones

Rule making 
necessary to amend 
and create rules to 
align with provisions 
of 2SHB 1515, which 
expands permissible 
indoor and outdoor 
alcohol service for 
localities and licensees 
in a variety of ways, 
including new 
authorizations for "fan 
zones" during June 
and July of 2026.

5/7/25
25-10-103

11/5/25
25-22-104

1/7/26
26-02-076

2/7/26 Daniel Jacobs
Daniel.jacobs@lcb.wa.gov
 

Chapter 
314-02

Implementation 
of EHB 1602 
Addressing 
food service 
options for 
liquor licensees

Rule making 
necessary to amend 
rules to align with 
provisions of EHB 
1602, allowing beer/
wine and beer/wine/
spirits restaurants to 
subcontract food 
service to satisfy 
licensing 
requirements.

9/3/25
25-19-002

2/4/26 3/4/26 4/4/26 Jeff Kildahl
Jeff.kildahl@lcb.wa.gov

314-23-065
314-23-080
314-23-085

Repeal of rules 
related to unfair 
trade practices 
and discounts

Rules invalidated by 
court order; rules 
determined to exceed 
statutory authority.

N/A ***CR-105 
Expedited 
rule 
making***
3/4/26

5/6/26 5/6/26 Daniel Jacobs
Daniel.jacobs@lcb.wa.gov

Cannabis Rule Making

WAC 
Section(s) Title Description

Preproposal 
Notice 

(CR-101) 
Filing Date 
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102)
Filing 

Date and 
WSR #

Permanent 
Rule 

(CR-103) 
Filing Date 
and WSR #

Effective 
Date Agency Contact

314-55-155 Implementation 
of ESB 5206, 
Concerning 
cannabis 
retailer 
advertising

Rule making 
necessary to align 
current WAC with 
statutory changes 
under ESB 5403, 
concerning cannabis 
retailer advertising. 
Previously paused 
rule-making project 
targeting the same 
concerns will be 
resumed to implement 
statutory changes.

8/31/22
22-18-057

3/4/26 4/1/26 5/2/26 Jeff Kildahl
Jeff.kildahl@lcb.wa.gov
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WAC 
Section(s) Title Description

Preproposal 
Notice 

(CR-101) 
Filing Date 
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102)
Filing 

Date and 
WSR #

Permanent 
Rule 

(CR-103) 
Filing Date 
and WSR #

Effective 
Date Agency Contact

Chapter 
314-55

Implementation 
of ESSB 5403, 
Cannabis 
license 
management 
agreements

Rule making 
necessary to align 
current WAC with 
statutory changes 
under ESSB 5403, 
Limiting financial 
interest agreements for 
licensed cannabis 
retailers.

7/23/25
25-15-153

Spring 
2026

Spring/
Summer 
2026

Summer 
2026

Denise Laflamme
Denise.laflamme@lcb.wa.
gov

314-55-310 Cannabis 
transportation

Responding to 
September 2024 
petition requesting 
LCB repeal, amend, or 
create rules necessary 
to allow cannabis 
licensees to cross-
dock at a distribution 
fulfillment hub.

6/25/25
25-14-037

Spring 
2026

Spring/
Summer 
2026

Summer 
2026

Daniel Jacobs
Daniel.jacobs@lcb.wa.gov

Chapter 
314-55

R&D testing, 
definitions, and 
traceability 
requirements

Responding to May 
2025 petition 
requesting that LCB 
update definitions and 
other applicable 
components of current 
rule to provide clarity 
regarding traceability 
requirements for 
cannabis and cannabis 
products used for 
research and 
development 
purposes.

9/3/25
25-18-103

Spring 
2026

Summer 
2026

Summer/
Fall 2026

Denise Laflamme
Denise.laflamme@lcb.wa.
gov

314-55-102
(9)

Cannabis 
certificate of 
analysis (COA) 
expiration

Responding to 
October 2023 petition 
requesting amendment 
to WAC to extend the 
current 12 month 
COA expiration to 18 
months.

7/23/25
25-15-154

Spring 
2026

Summer 
2026

Summer/
Fall 2026

Denise Laflamme
Denise.laflamme@lcb.wa.
gov

314-55-102 
(3)(g)

Cannabis heavy 
metals testing

Responding to January 
2024 petition 
requesting updates to 
WAC to change 
current optional heavy 
metals testing to a 
mandatory 
requirement.

6/25/25
25-14-034

Spring 
2026

Summer 
2026

Summer/
Fall 2026

Denise Laflamme
Denise.laflamme@lcb.wa.
gov

314-55-083 
(4)(f)

Cannabis batch 
tracking

Responding to 
October 2023 petition 
requesting updates to 
WAC to allow 
cannabis plants larger 
than eight inches of 
the same strain and 
growth stage to be 
tracked in a batch 
rather than 
individually.

6/4/25
21-12-115

Spring 
2026

Summer/Fall 
2026

Fall 2026 Jeff Kildahl
Jeff.kildahl@lcb.wa.gov

314-55-105 Cannabis 
harvest dates on 
labels

Responding to March 
2024 petition 
requesting WAC 
amendments to require 
harvest and processing 
dates to be displayed 
on the labels of all 
recreational cannabis 
products.

9/24/25
25-20-039

Spring 
2026

Summer/Fall 
2026

Fall 2026 Jeff Kildahl
Jeff.kildahl@lcb.wa.gov

General Rule Making - All Industries
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WAC 
Section(s) Title Description

Preproposal 
Notice

(CR-101) 
Filing Date 
and WSR #

Proposed 
Rule

(CR-102/
CR-105)

Filing 
Date and 
WSR #

Permanent 
Rule 

(CR-103) 
Filing Date 
and WSR #

Effective 
Date Agency Contact

Title 314 
(Numerous 
sections)

Implementation 
of HB 1636, 
HB 1698, and 
2SSB 5796

Rule making 
necessary to amend, 
create, and repeal 
rules to align with HB 
1636, Eliminating the 
per transaction fee 
limit for wine and 
spirit sales, HB 1698, 
Updating liquor 
permit and licensing 
provisions, and 2SSB 
5796, Increasing 
license, permit, and 
endorsement fees. 
Rule making also 
includes various 
additional rule updates 
necessary to align 
rules explicitly with 
previous statutory 
changes and [correct] 
current typographical 
errors.

Not 
applicable

***CR-105 
Expedited 
rule 
making***
11/18/25
25-23-073

1/20/26 1/20/26 Kevin Walder
Kevin.walder@lcb.wa.gov
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WSR 26-04-046
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
BENTON CLEAN AIR AGENCY

[Filed January 27, 2026, 10:50 a.m.]

Board of Directors
Meeting Schedule for Calendar Year 2026

Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of each month, with 
three noted exceptions, at 5:00 p.m., at the Benton Clean Air Agency 
Offices, 526 South Steptoe Street, Kennewick, WA 99336; and via Zoom.

 January 22   
 February 26   
 March 26   
 April 23   
 May 28   
 June 25   
 July 23   
 August 27 No meeting scheduled  
 September 24   
 October 22   
 November 26 No meeting scheduled  
 December 17*** Third Thursday  
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WSR 26-04-048
POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:25 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding a policy statement titled "Exemption to 
Closure Related to Vibrio parahaemolyticus Illness" filed on August 
22, 2011, and published as WSR 11-17-102.

This policy statement clarified requirements for a licensed 
shellfish dealer or harvester requesting an exemption to a shellfish 
growing area closure related to Vibrio parahaemolyticus illnesses. The 
department is rescinding this policy because it is outdated and does 
not reflect our current business practices.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Todd Phillips, director of the office of environmental health and 
safety, at todd.phillips@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-049
POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:30 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding a policy statement titled "Penalty Settle-
ment," filed March 5, 1997, and published in WSR 97-06-109.

This policy statement outlined steps for issuing a civil penalty. 
The department is rescinding this policy due to the adoption of en-
forcement sections in chapter 246-290 WAC concerning Group A public 
water systems and chapter 246-291 WAC concerning Group B public water 
systems. Consequently, this policy is no longer necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-050
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:33 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding an interpretive statement titled "Nonemer-
gency Public Water System Interties," filed May 23, 2001, and publish-
ed as WSR 01-11-161.

This statement clarified requirements in WAC 246-290-132 in rela-
tion to RCW 90.03.383 (2)(a). The department is rescinding this policy 
due to adopted changes to WAC 246-290-132 for water system interties. 
Consequently, this interpretive statement is no longer necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-051
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:37 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding an interpretive statement regarding transi-
ent noncommunity (TNC) systems titled "Consumer Acceptance Related to 
Secondary Contaminants on TNC Systems," filed March 15, 2000, and pub-
lished as WSR 00-07-083.

This statement clarified when treatment for a secondary contami-
nant is warranted. The department is rescinding this policy due to the 
adopted changes to WAC 246-290-320 for follow-up action when contami-
nant levels are exceeded. Consequently, this interpretive statement is 
no longer necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-052
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:40 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding an interpretive statement titled "Approved 
Backflow Prevention Assemblies," filed January 12, 2001, and published 
as WSR 01-03-069.

This statement clarified when the department would accept back-
flow prevention assemblies from third parties other than the Universi-
ty of Southern California. The department is rescinding this policy 
due to the adopted changes to WAC 246-290-490 regarding cross-connec-
tion control. Consequently, this interpretive statement is no longer 
necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-053
POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:43 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding a policy statement titled "Voluntary Water 
Sampling for Growing Area Classifications," filed May 9, 2002, and 
published as WSR 02-11-053.

This statement established a procedure for a licensed shellfish 
operation to voluntarily collect and submit water samples for the ini-
tial or continued classification of a shellfish growing area. The de-
partment is rescinding this policy because it is outdated and is not 
needed with current department business practices.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Todd Phillips, director of the office of environmental health and 
safety, at todd.phillips@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-054
POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:46 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding a policy statement titled "Adequacy Respon-
ses for Group A Water Systems," filed May 15, 1997, and published as 
WSR 97-11-037.

This statement set a standardized process for responding to water 
system adequacy status requests, based on operating permit categories. 
The department is rescinding this policy due to the adopted changes to 
WAC 246-294-040 for operating permit categories. Consequently, this 
policy statement is no longer necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-055
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:48 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding "Discontinuing Water Service Because of a 
Cross-Connection Hazard," which was filed January 31, 2001, and pub-
lished in WSR 01-04-038.

This statement provided guidance on appropriate corrective ac-
tions for cross-connection hazards. The department is rescinding this 
policy due to the adopted changes to WAC 246-290-490 regarding cross-
connection control corrective action. Consequently, this interpretive 
statement is no longer necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-056
POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:50 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding a policy statement titled "Backflow Assem-
bly Tester Professional Growth Period," filed November 19, 2020, and 
published as WSR 20-24-012.

This policy permitted a one-time, one-year extension of the 
three-year professional growth period for backflow assembly testers, 
due to the novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. The de-
partment is rescinding this policy because the COVID-19 pandemic is 
over and it is no longer necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-057
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:54 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding an interpretive statement titled "When 
Problem Systems are Required to Submit a Water System Plan or a Small 
Water System Management Program," filed March 15, 2000, and published 
as WSR 00-07-082.

This statement provided guidance to staff on when to require the 
submittal of a water system plan or a small water system management 
program for systems that previously were not required to submit a 
planning document. The department is rescinding this interpretive 
statement because it is outdated and does not reflect current business 
practices.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-058
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

[Filed January 27, 2026, 2:56 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding an interpretive statement titled "Planning 
Requirements for Systems Physically Consolidating with Other Public 
Water Systems," which was filed May 2, 2001, and published as WSR 
01-10-133.

The interpretive statement clarified which planning requirements 
under WAC 246-290-100 and 246-290-105 apply to public water systems 
undergoing physical restructuring. The department is rescinding this 
interpretive statement due to adopted changes to WAC 246-290-100 and 
246-290-105 regarding planning requirements. Consequently, the inter-
pretive statement is no longer necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-059
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

[Filed January 27, 2026, 3:04 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding an interpretive statement titled "Small Wa-
ter System Management Programs in Lieu of Water System Plans for Non-
expanding Systems in Critical Water Supply Service Areas," filed Feb-
ruary 5, 2001, and published as WSR 01-04-060.

This statement clarified planning requirements for nonexpanding 
public water systems located within critical water supply service 
areas. The department is rescinding this interpretive statement be-
cause it is outdated and does not reflect the current department busi-
ness practices.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-060
POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 27, 2026, 3:08 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding a policy statement titled "Sewage Disposal 
Guidelines for Vessels," filed March 24, 1999, and published as WSR 
99-07-119.

This policy statement specified procedures for sewage disposal 
that commercial shellfish operations must follow when operating a ves-
sel in a shellfish harvesting area. The department is rescinding this 
policy because it is outdated and does not reflect current business 
practices.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Todd Phillips, director of the office of environmental health and 
safety, at todd.phillips@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-061
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE

[Filed January 27, 2026, 3:08 p.m.]

Following is the schedule of regular meetings for the health ben-
efit exchange board for 2026:

 Date Time Location  
 Thursday, January 29, 2026 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Insurance Building

302 Sid Snyder Avenue S.W.
Conference Room 440
Olympia, WA 98501

 

 [Thursday,] March 26, 2026 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 810 Jefferson Street S.E.
Conference Room Margaret Stanley A (204A)
Olympia, WA 98501

 

 Thursday, May 21, 2026 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Wenatchee
To be determined

 

 Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Suquamish Clearwater Casino Resort
15347 Suquamish Way N.E.
Billy Frank Jr. Hall Conference Room
Suquamish, WA 98392

 

 Thursday, July 30, 2026 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Suquamish Clearwater Casino Resort
15347 Suquamish Way N.E.
Billy Frank Jr. Hall Conference Room
Suquamish, WA 98392

 

 Thursday, September 10, 2026 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Conference Center at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport
17801 International Boulevard
Beijing Conference Room
Seattle, WA 98158

 

 Thursday, October 22, 2026 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 810 Jefferson Street S.E.
Conference Room Margaret Stanley A (204A)
Olympia, WA 98501

 

 Thursday, December 10, 2026 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Conference Center at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport
17801 International Boulevard
Beijing Conference Room
Seattle, WA 98158

 

If you need further information, contact Amairani Castaneda, 810 
Jefferson Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98501, phone 360-688-7721, email 
Amairani.castaneda@wahbexchange.org, web www.WAHBExchange.org.
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WSR 26-04-062
INTERPRETIVE OR POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 27, 2026, 3:40 p.m.]

This memo serves as notice that the department of health 
(department) is rescinding "Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 1997 
Application and Guidelines," which was filed November 19, 1997, and 
published as WSR 97-23-073.

This statement provided guidelines for the drinking water state 
revolving fund 1997 application cycle. The department is rescinding 
this policy due to the adoption of chapter 246-296 WAC, which pertains 
to the drinking water state revolving fund loan program and specifies 
the application and guideline requirements. Consequently, this inter-
pretive statement is no longer necessary.

Individuals requiring additional information on this should con-
tact Mike Means, water quality, policy, and certification manager for 
the office of drinking water, at mike.means@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Regulatory Affairs Manager
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WSR 26-04-063
AGENDA

PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION

[Filed January 28, 2026, 7:47 a.m.]

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda 
January 1 - July 1, 2026

In accordance with RCW 34.05.314, the state parks and recreation 
commission (commission) submits its semi-annual agenda for rules under 
development for publishing in the Washington State Register.

The commission is conducting a thorough review and may have addi-
tional rules as conditions arise. Rule changes filed from January to 
June 2025 [2026] are located on the commission's website at https://
parks.state.wa.us/179/rules-regualtions [https://
parks.state.wa.us/179/rules-regulations].

Any questions related to the specific rules identified in the 
agenda can be directed to the manager or Valeria Veasley, Rules Coor-
dinator, at 300 Desmond Drive S.W., Lacey, WA 98503 or P.O. Box 42650, 
Olympia, WA 98503-2560[2650], 360-902-8597 or 
valeria.veasley@parks.wa.gov.

WAC Citation Reason and/or Expected Outcome Contact
Status of 

Rule Making

Anticipated 
Date of 

Adoption Comments
WAC 352-32-251 
Limited income senior 
citizen, disability, and 
disabled veteran passes.

Update WAC 352-32-251 to include 
additional residency verification 
documents, all passes program 
rooms, and to require additional 
documentation for income eligibility 
when applying for the senior limited 
income pass using the SSA-1099.

Ariel Ryon
Visitor Services/Information 
Center
Ariel.Ryon@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8603

Under review.
No filings yet.

To be 
determined

 

WAC 352-37-310
Solicitation.

Bring requirements for permitting 
commercial uses within the seashore 
conservation area into alignment 
with requirements in other park 
locations.

Matt Niles
Seashore Conservation Area 
Manager
Matt.Niles@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8607

Under review.
No filings yet.

  

WAC 352-32-140, 
amending rules regarding 
the use of fireworks 
within the seashore 
conservation area.

Amend rules regarding the use of 
fireworks within the seashore 
conservation area.

Matt Niles
Seashore Conservation Area 
Manager
Matt.Niles@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8607

Under review.
No filings yet.

  

WAC 352-44-130(2) 
Fees, inspection and plan 
review.

Amend administrative cost not to 
exceed from twenty-eight (28%) to 
thirty-five (35%) percent of the 
actual costs incurred by the 
commission.

Nata Hurst
Program Specialist
Nata.Hurst@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8638

Under review.
No filings yet.

  

WAC 352-44-010
Recreational 
conveyances— 
Definitions.

Change verbiage: (2) "Director" shall 
mean the director of the Washington 
state parks and recreation 
commission or their designee.

Nata Hurst
Program Specialist
Nata.Hurst@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8638

Under review.
No filings yet.

  

WAC 352-44-020 Remove verbiage: Each conveyance 
for person generally engaging in 
winter sports recreational activities, 
as described in RCW 79A.40.010, 
shall have a current seasonal 
certificate to operate on a form 
approved and provided by the 
commission.

Nata Hurst
Program Specialist
Nata.Hurst@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8638

Under review.
No filings yet.

  

WAC 352-44-040
Recreational 
conveyances—Access to 
certificate.

Change verbiage: The director or 
designee shall have access to the 
certificate at all times and the 
authority to revoke the certificate at 
any time that he they determine the 
conveyance is not safe for public use.

Nata Hurst
Program Specialist
Nata.Hurst@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8638

Under review.
No filings yet.

  

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-063

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 86 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



WAC Citation Reason and/or Expected Outcome Contact
Status of 

Rule Making

Anticipated 
Date of 

Adoption Comments
WAC 352-44-120 
Recreational 
conveyances—Violation 
constitutes a 
misdemeanor.

Change verbiage: In accordance with 
the provisions of RCW 70.88.040 
79A.40.040 the violation of any 
provision of this chapter shall 
constitute a misdemeanor and shall 
be punished as such.

Nata Hurst
Program Specialist
Nata.Hurst@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8638

Under review.
No filings yet.

  

Chapter 352-40 WAC, 
Public records.

Updating housekeeping in chapter 
352-40 WAC.

Brian Thrasher
Public Records Officer
Brian.Thrasher@parks.wa.gov
360-902-8514

Under review.
No filings yet.

  

Valeria Veasley
Management Analyst
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WSR 26-04-064
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION

[Filed January 28, 2026, 8:21 a.m.]

As required by RCW 42.30.075, Open Public Meetings Act, the fol-
lowing schedule of regular meetings is submitted for publishing in the 
Washington State Register.

The Washington state parks and recreation commission (commission) 
has secured its April 16, 2026, work session and commission meeting 
location at Spokane Tribe Resort and Casino, 14300 West State Route 2 
Highway, Airway Heights, WA 99001.

Regular meetings run from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and include an oppor-
tunity for public comment. The December meeting is specifically for 
planning 2027 agenda. Staff will not present to the commission any re-
quested actions or reports.

The commission typically meets in a work session from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. the day prior to the regular meeting in the same location or at a 
location near the regular meeting location. Work sessions are educa-
tional sessions on park operations and issues that eventually may go 
before the commission.

The commission may also tour area sites or parks the day before 
or following the regular meeting. No public comment or formal action 
is taken at work sessions and tours. The commission chair may call 
special meetings at any time; all special meetings are announced in 
advance.

The public is welcome to attend all commission meetings. Meeting 
sites will be barrier free to the greatest extent feasible. The com-
mission will provide Braille or taped agenda items for the visually 
impaired and interpreters for those with hearing impairments if a re-
quest is received at the appropriate address shown above at least 10 
working days in advance of the scheduled meeting date.

Agendas are posted on the commission website at least one week in 
advance of meetings, and commission action is posted at 
www.parks.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-066
AGENDA

DEPARTMENT OF
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES
[Filed January 28, 2026, 10:27 a.m.]

Following is the department of children, youth, and families 
(DCYF) semi-annual rule-making agenda for January 1 through June 30, 
2026. This agenda will be published in the Washington State Register 
as required in RCW 34.05.314 and distributed to interested parties. It 
is also available on the DCYF rule-making web page.

This agenda represents DCYF rule making that is anticipated or 
currently under development. There may be additional rule-making ac-
tivities needed to implement legislative actions, comply with federal 
mandates, or meet unforeseen circumstances.

WAC Sections Subject Matter
CR-101
Filings

CR-102 or 
CR-105 Filings

CR-103E 
Filings

Chapter 110-15 Working connections and seasonal child care 
(WCCC): Housekeeping edits.

24-15-069
Filed 7/17/24

  

110-15-0003
110-15-0095
110-15-0109

WCCC - Newly eligible services: Amending 
WAC language to implement ESSB 5752 
section 15, related to revising requirements for 
newly eligible services. Currently, families can 
begin child care anytime during the 12-month 
eligibility period and will receive a full 12-
month authorization for care from the date the 
care begins. However, under ESSB 5752, 
families will still receive a 12-month eligibility 
period, but the authorization for care will not be 
extended if care begins later in the eligibility 
period.

25-22-069
Filed 10/31/25

 25-22-70
Filed 10/31/25

110-15-0005
110-15-0075

WCCC - Repealing expanded eligibility for 
registered apprenticeships and child care 
employees: Amending rules to implement child 
care subsidy program changes related to ESSB 
5752, related to repealing expanded eligibility 
for registered apprenticeships and child care 
employees, and removing enrollment in a state 
registered apprenticeship as being excluded 
from the work requirements as a condition of 
receiving WCCC.

25-14-107
Filed 7/1/25

 25-22-037
Filed 10/29/25

110-15-0205
110-15-0240

WCCC - Rates: Amending rules to align with 
the 2025 approved state budget increasing 
licensed family home provider rates to the 85th 
percentile of the current market, and increasing 
family, friends, and neighbors (FFN) provider 
rates to $4.50, effective July 1, 2025, per ESSB 
5167.

25-14-109
Filed 7/1/25

 25-12-039
Filed 10/29/25

110-15-0271 WCCC - Presumptive eligibility: Amending 
rules to align with child care development fund 
grant requirements to not pursue overpayments 
that may occur related to presumptive 
eligibility approvals, except in cases of fraud or 
intentional program violations, per ESSB 5167.

25-14-111
Filed 7/1/25

 25-22-040
Filed 10/29/25

Chapter 110-16 FFN: Amending to clarify requirements for 
FFN providers providing care for children 
getting services through the WCCC subsidy 
program.

24-07-041
Filed 3/13/24
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WAC Sections Subject Matter
CR-101
Filings

CR-102 or 
CR-105 Filings

CR-103E 
Filings

110-30-0020
110-30-0030
110-148-1305
110-300-0005 
110-300-0110
110-300-0425
110-300-0450
110-300-0475 
110-301-0005
110-301-0110
110-301-0425
110-301-0450
110-301-0475
110-302-0005
110-302-0110
110-302-0425 
110-302-0450
110-302-0475

Child abuse or neglect definition change: 
Amending rules to align with the revised 
definition in RCW 26.44.020 for "abuse or 
neglect" to include "sex trafficking" and 
"severe forms of trafficking in persons" that 
will go into effect on July 1, 2025, per SB 
[2SSB] 6006, and "female genital mutilation," 
per SB [SSB] 5453, which went into effect on 
April 20, 2023.

25-14-104
Filed 7/1/25

25-21-118
Filed 10/20/25

25-22-031
Filed 10/28/25

110-30-0070 Responding to reports of alleged child abuse 
or neglect: Amending the existing rule to 
provide more clarity and to align with current 
practice on how employees respond to reports 
of abuse or neglect. Proposed changes include, 
but are not limited to, increasing the time frame 
for completing an investigation.

25-21-107
Filed 10/10/25

  

110-50-0060
110-50-0070
110-50-0090

Child welfare voluntary placement 
agreement (VPA): Amending WAC to align 
with VPA practice and reason to know 
requirements. The WAC must reflect the 
specific process when Indian Child Welfare Act 
applies and there is a reason to know a child 
has native ancestry.

Pending   

110-50-0120 
110-50-0130 
110-50-0140 
110-50-0150 
110-50-0160 
110-50-0210 
110-50-0220

Receiving care and behavioral rehabilitative 
services: Amending the chapter 110-50 WAC, 
Child welfare, rules related to receiving care 
and behavioral rehabilitation services to comply 
with the D.S. Settlement Agreement, provide 
additional clarity, and align with current 
practice.

25-23-001
Filed 11/5/25

  

110-50-0375
110-50-0380
110-50-0385
110-50-0390
110-50-0395

Child welfare housing assistance: Developing 
rules to reflect current practice.

Pending   

110-50-0900 
through 
110-50-0970
110-50-1000 
through 
110-50-1090

Foster parent liability fund and property: 
Amending rules to correct the address for 
submitting reimbursement forms, allow for 
reimbursement to unlicensed caregivers, and 
increase the reimbursement limit from $5,000 
to $10,000.

24-13-013
Filed 6/6/24
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WAC Sections Subject Matter
CR-101
Filings

CR-102 or 
CR-105 Filings

CR-103E 
Filings

10-50-1170 
through
110-50-1270

Managing and using unearned income and 
resources for foster children and youth and 
state supplementary payment (SSP) 
program:
• Repealing the SSP program WAC in chapter 
110-50 WAC and other related rules. The SSP 
program is administered by the department of 
social and health services and the eligibility 
requirements for children or youth in foster care 
are already covered under WAC 388-474-0012.
• Revising the managing and using unearned 
income and resources for foster children and 
youth rules, WAC 110-50-1170 - 110-50-1210, 
to reinstate the retirement, survivors, and 
disability insurance, also referred to as old-age, 
survivors, and disability insurance, which was 
inadvertently omitted from the most recent 
rules filing.

26-04-044
Filed 1/27/26

  

Chapter 110-80 Adoption support: Amending rules to reflect 
federal law requirements that prohibit states 
from granting exceptional cost allowances to 
adoptive parents for child care costs and 
exceptional foster care rates. These revisions 
will also include general housekeeping edits 
and other updates to align with current practice.

25-11-001
Filed 5/7/25

  

Chapter 110-85 Guardianship assistance program and 
extended guardianship assistance program: 
Amending rules to create equitable and 
consistent treatment of caregivers across state 
regions.

Pending   

Chapter 110-145 Group care: Amending rules to be more 
developmentally and culturally appropriate
and flexible to meet individual child's and 
youth's needs. Additionally, the project will 
allow DCYF to best determine how these 
licensing WAC can better accommodate the 
most relevant and beneficial programming and 
settings as possible, all while maintaining 
minimum health and safety standards. WAC 
changes will be made using negotiated rule 
making.

24-11-084
Filed 5/16/24

25-23-088
Filed 11/18/25

 

Chapter 110-148 Foster care: Amending rules to be more 
developmentally and culturally appropriate and 
flexible to meet individual child's and youth's 
needs. WAC changes will be made using 
negotiated rule making.

24-19-029
Filed 9/9/24

  

Chapter 110-300 
Chapter 110-301
Chapter 110-302

Foundational quality standards: Amending 
rules as the current WAC wording is a source of 
confusion and extra work for both licensing 
staff and the child care provider communities 
that DCYF serves. In addition, it has resulted in 
an inability to maintain healthy boundaries for 
children, families, providers, and DCYF. Some 
WAC changes will be made using negotiated 
rule making.
Additional revisions based on:
• E2SHB 1648, relating to child care provider 
qualifications.
• SSB 5545, relating to modifying provisions 
regarding family home providers overseen and 
certified by a federal military service.

25-15-045
Filed 7/9/25

 25-24-018
Filed 10/21/25
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WAC Sections Subject Matter
CR-101
Filings

CR-102 or 
CR-105 Filings

CR-103E 
Filings

110-425-0010
110-425-0020
110-425-0030
110-425-0035
110-425-0040
110-425-0050
110-425-0060
110-425-0070
110-425-0080
110-425-0083
110-425-0084
110-425-0085
110-425-0087
110-425-0088
110-425-0090

Early childhood education and assistance 
program (ECEAP): Amending chapter 
110-425 WAC and creating a new section to 
comply with 2025 legislation. HB [SHB] 1351 
changed the ECEAP eligibility and expanded 
enrollment effective July 1, 2025. In addition, 
there were language changes in RCW 
43.216.512 and 43.216.513, regarding DCYF's 
required enrollment rules.

25-17-031
Filed 8/13/25

26-01-010
Filed 12/4/25

 

Chapter 110-730 Juvenile rehabilitation: Amending rules to 
assign security classifications to youth in 
juvenile rehabilitation facilities to clarify and 
add additional classifications as needed for 
increased safety and to reduce incidents.

25-09-075
Filed 4/16/25

  

Chapter 110-744
Chapter 110-745

Hearings and juvenile rehabilitation:
• Developing new chapter 110-744 WAC, Rule 
violation and response hearings.
• Amending chapter 110-745 WAC, Transfer of 
individual to the department of corrections.

Pending   

Brenda Villarreal
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-067
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

SOUTH PUGET SOUND
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

[Filed January 28, 2026, 11:07 a.m.]

In compliance with RCW 42.30.075, the following are regular meet-
ings of the board of trustees of South Puget Sound Community College 
(SPSCC), District 24:

 Tuesday, September 8, 2026 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, October 13, 2026 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, November 10, 2026 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, December 8, 2026 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, January 12, 2027 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, February 2, 2027 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, March 9, 2027 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, April 13, 2027 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, May 11, 2027 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  
 Tuesday, June 8, 2027 2:30 p.m. SPSCC Building 25-Boardroom  

If you have any questions, contact Timothy Stokes at 
360-596-5206.
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WSR 26-04-068
INTERPRETIVE OR POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
[Filed January 28, 2026, 11:22 a.m.]

Notice of Interpretive or Policy Statement
In accordance with RCW 34.05.230(12), following is a list of pol-

icy and interpretive statements issued by the department of social and 
health services.

Economic Services Administration
Division of Child Support (DCS)

Document Title: PCM 26-001: Death Notifications.
Subject: Policy clarification memo (PCM) 26-001.
Effective Date: January 15, 2026.
Document Description: This DCS PCM notifies staff that death no-

tifications done by the community relations unit is moving to the 
field offices.

To receive a copy of the interpretive or policy statements, con-
tact Amy Hahl, DCS, P.O. Box 11520, Tacoma, WA 98411-5520, phone 
360-397-9801, TDD/TTY 800-833-6384, fax 360-664-5342, email 
Amy.Hahl@dshs.wa.gov, website https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/division-
child-support.
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WSR 26-04-071
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
SEED POTATO COMMISSION

[Filed January 28, 2026, 2:18 p.m.]

2025-2026 Meeting Schedule
Meetings will be held at 1:00 p.m. at 204 Hawley Street, Lynden, 

WA, and via Zoom on the following dates:
September 11, 2025
December 18, 2025

March 12, 2026
June 18, 2026
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WSR 26-04-072
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

SPOKANE COLLEGES
[Filed January 28, 2026, 3:09 p.m.]

2026 MEETING SCHEDULE
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to RCW 42.30.075, that the board 

of trustees of Washington State Community College District 17 (Commun-
ity Colleges of Spokane [Spokane Colleges]) shall hold regular meet-
ings on the following dates (typically the third Tuesday of the 
month):

 January 20, 2026 Spokane Falls Community 
College (SFCC) campus
WORK SESSION

 

 February 17, 2026 Spokane Community 
College (SCC) campus

 

 March 17, 2026 SFCC campus  
 April 7, 2026 SCC campus

WORK SESSION
 

 May 19, 2026 SFCC campus  
 June 16, 2026 SCC campus  
 July 21, 2026 SFCC campus

WORK SESSION
 

 August 2026 No meeting  
 September 8, 2026 SCC campus  
 October 20, 2026 To be held at

the Pullman campus
 

 November 17, 2026 SCC campus  
 December 15, 2026 SFCC campus  

In-person meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. at SCC, 1810 North 
Greene Street, Spokane, WA 99217; or SFCC, 3410 West Whistalks Way, 
Spokane, WA 99224. The October 20, 2026, meeting will be held at the 
SFCC Pullman campus at 8:30 a.m.

The board of trustees has the right to change in-person meetings 
to Zoom for weather related changes.
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WSR 26-04-073
INTERPRETIVE OR POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR AND INDUSTRIES

[Filed January 29, 2026, 8:18 a.m.]

Policy Statement
Pursuant to RCW 34.05.230, the department of labor and industri-

es' division of labor standards issued the following policy statement.
If you have any questions or need additional information, contact 

Bridget Osborne at Bridget.Osborne@Lni.wa.gov or 360-902-5552.
Policy: Healthcare Labor Standards Policy HLS.A.2.
Title: Meal and Rest Break Protections for Certain Healthcare 

Workers.
Amended: January 29, 2026.
Effective: January 29, 2026.
Description: The purpose of this administrative policy is to de-

scribe meal and rest break protections for certain health care workers 
as established in chapter 49.12 RCW. Amendments to the policy are in 
the introduction, sections 4-8, sections 10-14, and section 16. Over-
all, the updated policy reflects changes to the law stemming from SHB 
1879 (chapter 101, Laws of 2025) and includes:
• Revised guidance to reflect new requirements or clarifications 

for meal break waivers and rest break timing waivers.
• New and revised examples to illustrate waiver scenarios.
• Two new examples to clarify meal break timing requirements.
• Stylistic edits to improve the consistency or readability of the 

policy.
Contact: Bridget Osborne, P.O. Box 44510, Olympia, WA 98504-4510, 

phone 360-902-5552, email Bridget.Osborne@Lni.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-074
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
TRAINING COMMISSION

[Filed January 29, 2026, 8:45 a.m.]

Following is the revised schedule of the 2026 meeting dates for 
the Washington state criminal justice training commission (WSCJTC).

The meetings will be held at WSCJTC located at 19010 1st Avenue 
South, Burien, WA 98148. The agendas posted prior to each meeting will 
indicate the meeting location and the Zoom link to the respective 
meetings.

 Date Time Location  
 Thursday, February 19, 2026 1:00 p.m. Zoom  
 Wednesday, March 11, 2026 10:00 a.m. WSCJTC and Zoom  
 Wednesday, June 10, 2026 10:00 a.m. WSCJTC and Zoom  
 Wednesday, September 9, 2026 10:00 a.m. WSCJTC and Zoom  
 Wednesday, December 9, 2026 10:00 a.m. WSCJTC and Zoom  

If you have questions, call Monica Alexander at 206-793-6730.
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WSR 26-04-075
INTERPRETIVE AND POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
[Filed January 29, 2026, 9:27 a.m.]

Notice of Interpretive and Policy Statement
Under chapter 42.56 RCW, the department of ecology (ecology) 

maintains an index that includes interpretive and policy statements 
issued by the agency. Under RCW 34.05.230, following is a notice for 
the Washington State Register about these statements.

To obtain copies of these items, please:
• Copy and paste the web address (URL) from the table below into a 

web browser to view and download; or
• Submit an email records request to ecology's public records offi-

cer at PublicRecordsOfficer@ecy.wa.gov following the instructions 
on the public records requests web page at https://
ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Accountability-transparency/Public-
records-requests.
Updated Statements:

Title of Interpretive/Policy Statement Web Link (if applicable)
WAC 173-180 Implementation Guidance for Class 
1 Facilities_January2026.pdf

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/
SummaryPages/2408003.html
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WSR 26-04-077
AGENDA

OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER
[Filed January 29, 2026, 12:06 p.m.]

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda
January through June 2026

Following is the office of the code reviser's semi-annual rule-
making agenda for publication in the Washington State Register pur-
suant to RCW 34.05.314. There may be additional rule-making activity 
not on the agenda as conditions warrant.

If you have questions about this rule-making agenda, contact Jen-
nifer Meas, Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 40551, Olympia, WA 98504-0551, 
phone 360-786-6697, email Jennifer.Meas@leg.wa.gov.

 

WAC 
Chapter Subject Matter

Current Activity  
 

Preproposal
(CR-101)

Proposed 
(CR-102) or 
Expedited
(CR-105)

Permanent
(CR-103P)

 

 1-06 Possible changes related to public 
records; and updating a web address for 
the office of the code reviser's website.

    

Jennifer C. Meas
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-079
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
(Dental Hygiene Examining Committee)

[Filed January 29, 2026, 12:55 p.m.]

In accordance with the Open Public Meeting[s] Act (chapter 42.30 
RCW) and the Administrative Procedure Act (chapter 34.05 RCW), the 
following is the approved revised schedule of regular meetings for the 
department of health, dental hygiene examining committee (committee), 
for the year 2025. The committee meetings are open to the public and 
access for persons with disabilities may be arranged with advance no-
tice; please contact the staff person below for more information.

Agendas for the meetings listed below are made available in ad-
vance via GovDelivery and the department of health website (see be-
low). Every attempt is made to ensure that the agenda is up-to-date. 
However, the committee reserves the right to change or amend agendas 
at the meeting.

 Date Time Location  
 January 9, 2026 12:00 p.m. Hybrid - Webinar and Department of Health

TC2, Room 153
111 Israel Road S.E.
Tumwater, WA 98501

 

 April 17, 2026 9:00 a.m. Hybrid - Webinar and Department of Health
TC2, Room 153
111 Israel Road S.E.
Tumwater, WA 98501

 

 July 17, 2026 9:00 a.m. Hybrid - Webinar and Department of Health
TC2, Room 166
111 Israel Road S.E.
Tumwater, WA 98501

 

 October 16, 2025
Rescheduled to
October 30, 2026

9:00 a.m. To be determined
Department of Health
TC2, Room 166
111 Israel Road S.E.
Tumwater, WA 98501

 

If you need further information, contact Kitty Einert, Program 
Manager, Dental Hygiene Examining Committee, Washington Department of 
Health, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, phone 360-236-4843, 
fax 360-236-2901, email kitty.einert@doh.wa.gov, web www.doh.wa.gov.

Please be advised the committee is required to comply with the 
Public Disclosure [Records] Act, chapter 42.56 RCW. This act estab-
lishes a strong state mandate in favor of disclosure of public re-
cords. As such, the information you submit to the board [committee], 
including personal information, may ultimately be subject to disclo-
sure as a public record.
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WSR 26-04-081
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Traumatic Brain Injury Strategic Partnership Advisory Council)
[Filed January 29, 2026, 3:08 p.m.]

The traumatic brain injury council (TBI) meeting will be on May 
5, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Public comments will be available. 
This meeting will be via Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/
98392835440?pwd=UmFQbTFPWFl6aDZ5c2NaZmx6S0Nhdz09, Passcode 883562; or 
One-tap mobile 253-205-0468, 98392835440# *883562#.

The meeting agenda will be posted on our website 24 hours prior 
to the meeting.

To request a reasonable accommodation, contact the TBI office by 
emailing melanie.mcguire@dshs.wa.gov no later than two weeks before 
the date of the meeting.
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WSR 26-04-082
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Traumatic Brain Injury Strategic Partnership Advisory Council)
[Filed January 29, 2026, 3:08 p.m.]

Following is the schedule of regular meetings for the department 
of social and health services, home and community living administra-
tion, Washington traumatic brain injury strategic partnership advisory 
council for the year 2026:

 Date Time Location  
 February 5, 2026 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. Zoom platform  
 May 5, 2026 9:00 [a.m.] - 3:00 p.m. Hybrid/Zoom platform (to be 

determined)
 

 October 1, 2026 9:00 [a.m.] - 12:00 a.m. [p.m.] Zoom platform  

If you need further information, contact TBICouncil@dshs.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-083
AGENDA

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
[Filed January 29, 2026, 3:31 p.m.]

Following is the department of social and health services 
(department) semi-annual rule-making agenda for January 1 - June 30, 
2026. This agenda will be published in the Washington State Register 
as required in RCW 34.05.314 and distributed to interested parties. It 
is also available online at https://www.dshs.wa.gov/office-of-the-
secretary/dshs-semi-annual-rule-making-agenda.

This report represents department rules under development at this 
time. There may be additional rule-making activity as the department 
responds to legislative actions, to comply with federal mandates, or 
to meet unforeseen circumstances.

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda
January 1 – June 30, 2026

Administration 
/Division

WAC
Sections Purpose for Rule Making

CR-101
Filings

CR-102
Filings

CR-103E
Filings

Home and Community Living Administration
Developmental Disabilities Community Services (DDCS)
 388-101D 

388-101-3000
DDCS is planning to amend rules to update 
and clarify administrative and program 
requirements. During the course of this 
review, the department may make additional 
changes that are necessary to improve clarity 
or update policy.

WSR 25-22-014
Filed 10/24/2025

  

 388-101D-0065
388-101D-0070
388-101D-0075
388-101D-0080
388-825
388-829C-070
388-829R-030

The department is proposing to add new 
sections, repeal existing sections, and amend 
sections referencing background checks, and 
other related rules as may be required.

WSR 25-22-074
Filed 10/31/2025

  

 388-101D-0485
388-101D-0490

Amending "Community protection—
Treatment plan" and "Community protection
—Client records." The department is revising 
this rule due to changes in what services may 
be provided under a 1915c waiver.

WSR 26-03-100
Filed 1/21/2026

 WSR 26-03-087
Filed 1/20/2026

Home and Community Services Division
 388-112A-0118 What documentation is required for 

completion of each training?, related to 
documentation of facility orientation.

WSR 24-03-107
Filed 1/18/2024

  

 New 388-05B Electronic visit verification system 
requirements, and other related rules as may 
be required.

WSR 24-18-008
Filed 8/22/2024

  

 388-115-0510
388-115-0523
388-115-0540
388-71

To align WAC with the requirements of 
[E]SHB 1142. Specifically, legislation driven 
changes include replacing the phrase 
"individual provider" with long-term care 
(LTC) worker. This aligns basic training and 
home care aide certification rules across in 
home care provider employers, including 
home care agencies, the consumer directed 
employer, and the long-term services and 
supports trust (WA Cares) potential "third 
option" for "qualified family members." 
Further changes are being made to add new 
sections to chapter 388-71 WAC to explain 
what LTC providers are required to complete 
the spouse/domestic partner basic training, as 
well as defining what that training includes.

WSR 25-14-066
Filed 6/27/2025

WSR 26-02-034
Filed 12/30/2025
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Administration 
/Division

WAC
Sections Purpose for Rule Making

CR-101
Filings

CR-102
Filings

CR-103E
Filings

  Also, being modified is the WAC language 
regarding when a LTC provider may be 
rehired, that family providers working for 
home care agencies are required annual 
continuing education, and how long the LTC 
worker may be allowed to achieve the 
department of health (DOH) home care aide 
certification. Further changes are made for 
housekeeping purposes and to correct other 
language and typographical errors in these 
sections.

   

 388-06-0530
388-71-0511
388-113-0005
388-113-0060
388-113-0070
388-115-0511

The department is proposing to add new 
sections, repeal existing sections, and amend 
sections referencing background checks in 
WAC, and other related rules as may be 
required.

WSR 25-22-022
Filed 10/27/2025

388-06-0530, 
388-71-0511, 
388-113-0005, 
388-113-0060, 
388-113-0070,
388-115-0511

 

 388-112A-0010
388-112A-0020
388-112A-0080
388-112A-0105
388-112A-0490
388-112A-0495
388-112A-0720
388-112A-1100

In response to ESSB 5200 (chapter 108, Laws 
of 2025), the department is planning to make 
amendments per the legislation. The 
department is planning to create WAC 
388-112A-0055 What are the training and 
certification requirements for volunteers and 
long-term care workers in veterans' medical 
foster homes?, and 388-112A-0613 Who in a 
veterans' medical foster home is required to 
complete continuing education training each 
year, how many hours of continuing education 
are required, and when must they be 
completed? Other related rules as may be 
required.

WSR 26-01-004
Filed 12/3/2025

388-112A-0010, 
388-112A-0020, 
388-112A-0080, 
388-112A-0105, 
388-112A-0490, 
388-112A-0495, 
388-112A-0720, 
388-112A-1100

 

 388-112A-1292 The department is planning to amend What are 
the minimum qualifications for community 
instructors to teach expanded specialty 
trainings?

 CR-105
WSR 25-17-082
Filed 8/19/2025

 

 388-106-1800
388-106-1805
388-106-1810
388-106-1815
388-106-1820

The department is considering amending rules 
related to the long-term services and supports 
(LTSS) presumptive eligibility (PE) and other 
related rules as may be necessary. Other 
necessary changes and corrections related to 
grammar, numerical representation, 
consistency, and inclusive language may also 
be included. For the purposes of this rule 
making, this means LTSS. Nursing facility 
level of care, PE, which includes functional 
and financial assessments using the screening 
tool within CARE. *By the CR-102 stage, 
388-106-1820 was not going forward.

WSR 25-20-008
Filed 9/18/2025

WSR 26-03-085
Filed 1/20/2026

 

 388-106-0010 The department is planning to amend What 
definitions apply to this chapter?, to align with 
DOH statute and recently updated RCW 
69.41.010 "Medication assistance" and other 
related rules as may be required.

WSR 26-01-113
Filed 12/16/2025

  

Management Services Division
 388-96-809 Change of ownership—Final reports—

Settlement securities, and other related rules as 
may be necessary.

WSR 24-20-126
Filed 10/1/2024

  

Office of the Assistant Secretary and Headquarters Units
 388-106H The department is considering creation of a 

new WAC chapter, health related social needs 
(HRSN), and other related rules as required. 
These rules are related to HRSN services 
specified in Section 15.7 of the special terms 
and conditions of the Washington state section 
1115 medicaid demonstration waiver. During 
the course of this rule making, other related 
rules may be amended as necessary. This may 
include additional changes required to 
improve clarity or update policy.

WSR 25-13-107
Filed 6/18/2025

 WSR 25-21-070
Filed 10/14/2025

Residential Care Services Division
 388-97 The department is proposing to add new 

sections, repeal existing sections, and amend 
sections in "nursing homes" related to 
tuberculosis (TB) screening.

WSR 19-18-051
Filed 8/30/2019
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Administration 
/Division

WAC
Sections Purpose for Rule Making

CR-101
Filings

CR-102
Filings

CR-103E
Filings

 388-107 The department is planning to add new 
sections, repeal existing sections, and amend 
sections in "licensing requirements for 
enhanced services facilities" related to TB 
screening.

WSR 19-18-059
Filed 9/3/2019

  

 388-76 The department is planning to add new 
sections, repeal existing sections, and amend 
sections in "adult family home minimum 
licensing requirements" related to TB 
screening.

WSR 19-18-061
Filed 9/3/2019

  

 388-78A The department is planning to add new 
sections, repeal existing sections, and amend 
sections in "assisted living facility licensing 
rules" related to TB screening.

WSR 19-18-062
Filed 9/3/2019

  

 388-76
388-78A
388-97
388-107

The department is considering amending 
[rules] to implement specific sections to SHB 
1218. The department may amend other 
related rules as necessary and is considering 
amending the rules to adopt requirements for 
providers to publicly post stop placement 
orders, adopt requirements for providers to 
create and maintain resident rosters, as well as 
responding to requests from ombuds for roster 
information, incorporate new definition of 
resident representative, and replace the phrase 
"his or her" with appropriate gender-neutral 
terms.

WSR 22-04-046
Filed 1/26/2022

WSR 25-24-032
Filed 11/25/2025

 

 388-76
388-78A
388-97
388-107

The department is considering adding new, 
repealing, and amending existing sections in 
"Adult family home minimum licensing 
requirements," "assisted living facility 
licensing rules," "nursing homes," "licensing 
requirements for enhanced services facilities," 
and other related rules as may be required.

WSR 23-21-034
Filed 10/6/2023

  

 388-76
388-76-10000
388-76-10164
388-76-10161
388-78A
388-78A-2020
388-78A-2465
388-78A-2462
388-97
388-97-0001
388-97-1800
388-107
388-107-0001
388-107-1210

The department is considering amending and 
adding new sections to the following chapters 
and associated sections: Adult family home 
minimum licensing requirements: Definitions, 
background checks—Results—Duty to 
inform, and Background checks—Who is 
required to have; Assisted living facility 
licensing rules: Definitions, Background check
—Results—Inform, and Background checks—
Who is required to have; Nursing homes: 
Definitions, Background check—Results—
Inform, and Criminal history disclosure and 
background inquiries; Licensing requirements 
for enhanced services facilities: Definitions, 
Background checks—Who is required to have, 
and Background check—Results—Inform. 
This rule making may result in adopting new 
sections of rule. As needed, amendments will 
also make changes required to improve clarity, 
update policy, or better align rule language 
with state and federal law or regulations. 
Updates to other related rules may be required.

WSR 25-11-052
Filed 5/15/2025

  

 388-78A The department is considering amending 
sections in "assisted living facility licensing 
rules" related to E2SSB 5337, chapter 187, 
Laws of 2025, Assisted living facilities—
Memory care services. This rule making may 
result in adopting new sections of rule. The 
department may amend other related rules as 
necessary.

WSR 25-12-025
Filed 5/27/2025

  

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-083

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 106 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



Administration 
/Division

WAC
Sections Purpose for Rule Making

CR-101
Filings

CR-102
Filings

CR-103E
Filings

 388-76 The department is considering amending the 
following sections in: Licensing—Certain 
state employees and employee household 
members—Prohibited, License—Must be 
denied, License—May be denied, Resident 
record—Required, Resident record—Content, 
Doors—Ability to open, Emergency 
evacuation drills—Frequency and 
participation, and Plan of correction (POC)—
Required. This rule making may result in 
adopting new sections of rule and repealing 
existing sections of rule. Updates to other 
related rules may be required. As needed, 
amendments will also make changes required 
to improve clarity, update policy, or better 
align rule language with state and federal law 
or regulations.

WSR 25-14-041
Filed 6/25/2025

  

 388-76-10440
388-76-10450
388-78A-2320
388-78A-2250
388-107-0320
388-97-3780
388-97-1300
388-76-10450
388-78A-2032

The department is seeking to correct 
references to repealed pharmacy codes in 
chapter 246-865 WAC, Pharmaceutical 
services—Extended care facility and chapter 
246-888 WAC, Medication assistance. Adult 
family homes: "Medication—Assessment—
Identification of amount of assistance needed 
when taking medications" and "Medication—
Self-administration with assistance." Assisted 
living facilities: "Intermittent nursing services 
systems" and "Alteration of medications." 
Enhanced services facilities: "Medication 
services." Nursing homes: "Pharmacies in new 
construction" and "Pharmacy services." The 
department is considering amending 
Medication—Self-administration with 
assistance, assisted living facility license not 
required; and other related rules as may be 
required to implement SHB 1720 (chapter 26, 
Laws of 2025).

WSR 25-14-078
Filed 6/30/2025

  

 388-97-1090 WAC 388-97-1090 Direct care hours. RCW 
74.42.360 (2)(d)(vi): The department's 
authority to grant exceptions to the 
Washington state minimum direct care nursing 
3.4 hours per resident day requirement expired 
on June 30, 2018. Rule making is being 
completed to repeal expired exception/waiver 
information.

 CR-105
WSR 26-01-041
Filed 12/10/2025

 

 388-97 The department is proposing amendments to: 
WAC 388-97-0120 Individual transfer and 
discharge rights and procedures, 388-97-0140 
Transfer and discharge appeals for residents in 
medicare or medicaid certified facilities, 
388-97-1915 Preadmission screening and 
resident review (PASRR) requirements prior 
to admission of new residents, and 
388-97-1975 PASRR requirements after 
admission of a resident. Adding WAC 
388-97-01201, 388-97-01401, 388-97-19151, 
and 388-97-19751 to identify requirements in 
place during the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
rule making combines WAC 388-97-16601 
and remaining WAC sections from 
388-97-13494.

WSR 25-14-066
Filed 6/27/2026

WSR 26-02-033
Filed 12/30/2025

 

 388-107-0161
388-107-0281
388-76-10506
388-76-10617
388-78A-2651
388-78A-2661

This proposal corrects a typographical error in 
an email address and adds a physical address 
to the long-term care ombuds contact 
information in Written residency agreement—
Residents with medicaid as a payor, Resident 
rights—Transfer and discharge notice—
Residents with medicaid as a payor, Written 
residency agreement—Residents with 
medicaid as a payor, Resident rights—Transfer 
and discharge notice—Residents with 
medicaid as a payor, Written residency 
agreement—Residents with medicaid as a 
payor, and Transfer and discharge notice—
Residents with medicaid as a payor.

 CR-105
WSR 26-02-042
Filed 1/2/2026
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Administration 
/Division

WAC
Sections Purpose for Rule Making

CR-101
Filings

CR-102
Filings

CR-103E
Filings

 388-76
388-78A
388-101
388-107

The department is considering amending the 
following rules, adding new sections, and 
amending other sections as needed: Adult 
family home minimum licensing requirements, 
Assisted living facility licensing rules, 
Certified community residential services and 
supports, and Licensing requirements for 
enhanced services facilities. This rule making 
may result in amending current rules, adopting 
new sections of rule, and repealing existing 
sections of rule. Updates to other related rules 
may be required. As needed, amendments will 
also make changes required to improve clarity, 
update policy, or better align rule language 
with state and federal law or regulations.

WSR 26-04-001
Filed 1/21/2026

  

WA Cares Division
 New chapter in 

Title 388 WAC
The department is creating rules in a new 
chapter in Title 388 WAC for WA Cares. This 
rule making will address appeals of 
department decisions by beneficiaries, and 
other related rules as appropriate.

WSR 25-04-062
Filed 1/30/2025

  

 New chapter in 
Title 388 WAC

The department is creating rules in a new 
chapter in Title 388 WAC for WA Cares. This 
rule making will address notifications to 
beneficiaries of department decisions, and 
other related rules as appropriate.

WSR 25-04-063
Filed 1/30/2025

  

 New chapter in 
Title 388 WAC

The department is creating rules in a new 
chapter in Title 388 WAC for WA Cares. This 
rule making will address appeals of 
department decisions by providers, and other 
related rules as appropriate.

WSR 25-04-064
Filed 1/30/2025

  

 New chapter in 
Title 388 WAC

The department is creating rules in a new 
chapter in Title 388 WAC for WA Cares. The 
rule making will address maximum rates for 
approved services provided by registered 
providers, and other related rules as 
appropriate.

WSR 25-04-065
Filed 1/30/2025

  

 New chapter in 
Title 388 WAC

The department is creating rules in a new 
chapter in Title 388 WAC for WA Cares. The 
rule making will address reimbursements to 
beneficiaries for approved services permitted 
to be paid privately and reimbursed by the 
trust, and other related rules as appropriate.

WSR 25-04-066
Filed 1/30/2025

  

 New chapter in 
Title 388 WAC

The department is creating rules in a new 
chapter in Title 388 WAC for WA Cares. This 
rule making will address notifications to 
providers of department decisions, and other 
related rules as appropriate.

WSR 25-04-068
Filed 1/31/2025

  

 388-116-1010
388-116-3020
388-116-3030
388-116-3080
388-116-4030
388-116-5030
and any related 
rules as necessary

The department is considering amendments to 
address adaptive equipment and technology, 
minimum qualifications for providers, 
signatories for background check 
requirements, exception to rule requests, 
payment of fees related to administrative 
hearings, and definitions related to financial 
management services vendors and 
reimbursement. Other related rules may be 
amended as necessary.

WSR 26-01-145
Filed 12/18/2025
 
WSR 26-03-035
Filed 1/14/0206 
[2026]

  

Behavioral Health and Habilitation Administration
 388-878 The department is planning to amend chapter 

388-878 WAC to develop rules for a leave of 
absence, amend the procedures for program 
removal and program end, and update 
definitions. The department may add new 
rules or amend other related rules as may be 
required.

WSR 22-21-057
Filed 10/12/2022

WSR 25-11-089
Filed 5/21/2025
 
WSR 25-05-047
Filed 2/12/2025
 
WSR 24-16-107
Filed 8/2/2024
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Administration 
/Division

WAC
Sections Purpose for Rule Making

CR-101
Filings

CR-102
Filings

CR-103E
Filings

 388-825-091
388-825-093
388-825-094

In the 2025 legislative session, the legislature 
passed SSB 5393, closing the Rainier school 
by June 30, 2027. This legislation directs that 
the department will not permit "any new long-
term admissions" to Rainier school as of July 
27, 2025, and no new admissions as of June 
30, 2027, except those clients who have return 
rights as defined in the bill. These rules are 
necessary to set standard definitions and 
implement the legislation.

WSR 25-15-137
Filed 7/22/2025

 WSR 25-23-042
Filed 11/13/2025
 
WSR 25-15-131
Filed 7/22/2025

 388-875-0070 The department is planning to amend WAC 
and develop rules related to the transfer or 
move of a patient between treatment facilities, 
while ensuring no move is detrimental to the 
patient. The department may add new rules or 
amend other related rules as may be required.

WSR 25-22-055
Filed 10/30/2025

  

Economic Services Administration
Community Services Division
 388-400-0060

388-400-0070
388-449-0200
388-449-0210
388-474-0020

The department is planning to amend "Who is 
eligible for aged, blind, or disabled (ABD) 
cash assistance?," "Who is eligible for referral 
to the housing and essential needs (HEN) 
program?," "Am I eligible for cash assistance 
for aged, blind, or disabled (ABD) while 
waiting for supplemental security income 
(SSI)?," "What is interim assistance and how 
do I assign it to the department?," and "What 
can an aged, blind, or disabled (ABD) cash 
assistance client expect when supplemental 
security income (SSI) benefits begin?"; and 
other related rules as may be required.

WSR 25-01-079
Filed 12/13/2024

  

 388-444-0030
388-444-0035

The department is adopting emergency 
amendments to "Are able-bodied adults 
without dependents (ABAWD) subject to 
additional work requirements and time limits 
to be eligible for basic food?" and "Who is 
exempt from ABAWD time limits and 
minimum work requirements?" These 
amendments are necessary to implement 
changes in exceptions to ABAWD time limits 
as passed in H.R.1, P.L. 119-21, effective July 
4, 2025.

WSR 25-21-002
Filed 10/1/2025

WSR 26-01-029
Filed 12/5/2025

WSR 26-03-098
Filed 1/21/2026
 
WSR 25-20-075
Filed 9/29/2025

 388-445-0001 The department is adopting "federal 
government shutdown." This rule will 
temporarily supersede rules related to the 
following programs if federal funding is not 
appropriated beyond October 31, 2025: Basic 
food, state-funded food assistance program 
(FAP), Washington combined application 
project (WASHCAP), transitional food 
assistance, and basic food employment and 
training (BFET).

  WSR 25-21-103
Filed 10/17/2025

 388-424-0020 The department is planning to amend "How 
does my alien status impact my eligibility for 
federally funded Basic Food benefits?," and 
other related rules as may be required.

WSR 25-23-018
Filed 11/7/2025

  

 388-478-0015 The department is planning to amend "Need 
standards for cash assistance," and other rules 
as may be required.

WSR 26-01-213
Filed 12/24/2025

  

 388-412-0005 The department is planning to amend "General 
information about your cash benefits," and 
other related rules as may be required.

WSR 26-02-040
Filed 12/31/2025

  

 388-472-0040 The department plans to amend What are the 
department's responsibilities in giving NSA 
services to me?, and other related rules as may 
be required.

WSR 26-03-013
Filed 1/9/2026

  

 388-400-0010 The department is planning to amend the 
following WAC sections and other related 
rules as may be required: "Who is eligible for 
state family assistance?" and 388-493-0010 
"Working family support."

WSR 26-03-030
Filed 1/13/2026

  

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-083

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 109 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



Administration 
/Division

WAC
Sections Purpose for Rule Making

CR-101
Filings

CR-102
Filings

CR-103E
Filings

 388-400-0047
388-450-0015

The department is planning to amend the 
following WAC sections and other related 
rules as may be required: "What is the heat 
and eat program and are you eligible?" and 
"What types of income are not used by the 
department to figure out my benefits?"

WSR 26-03-033
Filed 1/14/2026

  

DCS
 388-14A-6200

388-14A-6205
388-14A-6210

DCS proposes to amend WAC 388-14A-6200, 
388-14A-6205, 388-14A-6210, and other 
sections as may be necessary to clarify the 
right to an administrative hearing to contest a 
collection action taken by DCS under RCW 
74.20A.080 against a noncustodial parent's 
assets held in a financial institution. 
Amendments are needed to alleviate confusion 
and ambiguity about the administrative 
remedies available to noncustodial parents and 
nonobligated joint account owners of record 
under WAC 388-14A-6200.

WSR 26-04-080
Filed 1/29/2026

  

Executive
Office of the Secretary
 388-02-0217 The department is considering amending 

When do administrative law judges conduct 
the hearing and enter the hearing decision as 
an initial order or a final order?, and other 
related rules as may be required to clarify the 
general hearing rules of the board of appeals at 
the department. During this rule making, the 
department may make additional changes that 
are necessary to improve clarity.

WSR 24-14-118
Filed 7/2/2024

  

 388-01-170 Amending WAC 388-01-170 May DSHS 
release information or public records outside 
of the Public Records Act?

 CR-105
WSR 25-21-043
Filed 10/9/2025

 

Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-084
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Traumatic Brain Injury Strategic Partnership Advisory Council)
[Filed January 29, 2026, 3:09 p.m.]

The traumatic brain injury (TBI) council meeting will be on Feb-
ruary 5, 2026, 9:00-11:30 a.m. Public comments will be available. This 
meeting will be held via Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/
98392835440?pwd=UmFQbTFPWFl6aDZ5c2NaZmx6S0Nhdz09, Passcode 883562; or 
One-tap mobile 253-205-0468, 98392835440# *883562#.

The meeting agenda will be posted on our website 24 hours prior 
to the meeting.

To request a reasonable accommodation, contact the TBI office by 
emailing melanie.mcguire@dshs.wa.gov no later than two weeks before 
the date of the meeting.
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WSR 26-04-085
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

YAKIMA VALLEY COLLEGE
[Filed January 29, 2026, 4:59 p.m.]

 Date Time Location  
 Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:30 p.m. Kaminski Conference Room 038-103B, West Campus  
 Thursday, February 19, 2026 4:30 p.m. Kaminski Conference Room 038-103B, West Campus  
 Thursday, March 12, 2026 4:30 p.m. Kaminski Conference Room 038-103B, West Campus  
 Thursday, April 9, 2026 4:30 p.m. Library Conference Room 055-155, Grandview Campus  
 Thursday, May 14, 2026 4:30 p.m. Kaminski Conference Room 038-103B, West Campus  
 Thursday, June 11, 2026 4:30 p.m. Kaminski Conference Room 038-103B, West Campus  
 Thursday, September 10, 2026 4:30 p.m. Kaminski Conference Room 038-103B, West Campus  
 Thursday, October 8, 2026 4:30 p.m. Kaminski Conference Room 038-103B, West Campus  
 Thursday, November 5, 2026 4:30 p.m. Kaminski Conference Room 038-103B, West Campus  

Yakima Valley College West Campus Conference Center is located at 
1704 West Nob Hill Boulevard, Yakima, WA. The Grandview Campus is at 
500 West Main Street, Grandview, WA.
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WSR 26-04-086
AGENDA

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
[Filed January 29, 2026, 7:02 p.m.]

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda
(January 1 - June 30, 2026)

Following is the department of revenue's (department) semi-annual 
rule-making agenda for publication in the Washington State Register. 
This list identifies rules the department is currently working on and 
anticipates working on over the next six months.

The department's rule-making agenda is also available on its web-
site. The information on the site is continually updated as the de-
partment files rule-making notices or otherwise adds or deletes rules 
that it anticipates working on over the next six months, including 
rules added or deleted as a result of resource allocation, legisla-
tion, court decisions, or changes in rule-making priorities.

Rule Number
and Title Rule Drafter

Preproposal
(CR-101)

Proposal 
(CR-102 or 

CR-105)
Adoption
(CR-103)

Reason for 
Anticipated 

Changes
WAC 458-14-127
Reconvened boards—
Authority

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates 
and to recognize 
legislation

WAC 458-16-080
Improvements to single 
family dwellings—
Definitions—Exemption—
Limitation—Appeal rights

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2020, 
2023, 2024, 
2025 legislation

WAC 458-16-210
Nonprofit organizations, 
associations, or 
corporations organized and 
conducted for nonsectarian 
purposes

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates 
and to recognize 
2025 legislation

WAC 458-16-266
Homeownership 
development

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2018, 
2019, 2024 
legislation

WAC 458-16-XXX
Heavy equipment rental 
property—Exemption

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2020 
legislation

WAC 458-19-085
Refunds—Procedures—
Applicable limits

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates 
and to recognize 
2017 legislation

WAC 458-19-550
State levy—Apportionment 
between cities

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2017 
legislation

WAC 458-20-128
Real estate brokers and 
salesmen

Nikki Bizzarri Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-20-141
Duplicating activities and 
mailing bureaus

Darius 
Massoudi

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates
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Rule Number
and Title Rule Drafter

Preproposal
(CR-101)

Proposal 
(CR-102 or 

CR-105)
Adoption
(CR-103)

Reason for 
Anticipated 

Changes
WAC 458-20-171
Building, repairing or 
improving streets, roads, 
etc., which are owned by a 
municipal corporation or 
political subdivision of the 
state or by the United States 
and which are used 
primarily for foot or 
vehicular traffic

Darius 
Massoudi

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-20-17802
Collection of use tax by 
county auditors and 
department of licensing—
Measure of tax

Patrick 
Matutina

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-20-193
Interstate sales of tangible 
personal property

Mike Harper Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-20-221
Collection of use tax by 
retailers and selling agents

Mike Harper Anticipate 
CR-101 filing 
in 2nd quarter 
of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-20-224
Service and other business 
activities

Nikki Bizzarri Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates 
and to recognize 
2025 legislation

WAC 458-20-233
Tax liability of medical and 
hospital service bureaus 
and associations and similar 
health care organizations

Darius 
Massoudi

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2019 
legislation

WAC 458-20-262
Retail sales and use tax 
exemptions for agricultural 
employee housing

Jason Andre Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2021 
legislation

WAC 458-20-263
Exemptions from retail 
sales and use taxes for 
qualifying electric 
generating systems using 
renewable energy sources

Sharon Hester Anticipate 
CR-101 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-20-274
Staffing services

Nikki Bizzarri Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates 
and to recognize 
2025 legislation

WAC 458-20-27902
New exemptions on clean 
alternative fuel commercial 
vehicles

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2019 
legislation

WAC 458-20-290
Workforce education 
investment surcharge—
Select advanced computing 
businesses

Patrick 
Matutina

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates 
and to recognize 
2025 legislation

WAC 458-20-XXX
Heavy equipment rental tax

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2020 
legislation

WAC 458-28-040
Branch locations, divisions 
of income

Melinda 
Mandell

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation
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Rule Number
and Title Rule Drafter

Preproposal
(CR-101)

Proposal 
(CR-102 or 

CR-105)
Adoption
(CR-103)

Reason for 
Anticipated 

Changes
WAC 458-29A-200
Leasehold excise tax—
Taxable rent and contract 
rent

Leslie Mullin Anticipate 
CR-101 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-30-300
Additional tax—
Withdrawal or removal 
from classification

Tiffany Do Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2024 
legislation

WAC 458-30-700
Designated forest land—
Removal—Change in status
—Compensating tax

Tiffany Do Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2024 
legislation

WAC 458-61A-201
Real estate excise tax—
Gifts

Darius 
Massoudi

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-61A-204
Partitions

Eric Reutter Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-61A-212
Transfers where gain is not 
recognized under the 
Internal Revenue Code

Jason Andre Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

General updates

WAC 458-61A-220
REET: Sales of self-help 
housing to a low-income 
household

Michael 
Hwang

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2019 
legislation

Expedited Rules 

Rule Number
and Title Rule Drafter

Preproposal
(CR-101)

Proposal 
(CR-102 or 

CR-105)
Adoption
(CR-103)

Reason for 
Anticipated 

Changes
WAC 458-20-118
Sale or rental of real estate, 
license to use real estate

Karen Bassi N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 4th 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-135
Extracting natural products

Tessa St. John N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-146
National and state banks, 
mutual savings banks, 
savings and loan 
associations and other 
financial institutions

Sam 
McMahan

N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-179
Public utility tax

Karen Bassi N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-182
Warehouse and other 
storage businesses

Karen Bassi N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 4th 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-185
Tax on tobacco products

Keri 
O'Connell

N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-195
Taxes, deductibility

Adam 
Halliday

N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation
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Rule Number
and Title Rule Drafter

Preproposal
(CR-101)

Proposal 
(CR-102 or 

CR-105)
Adoption
(CR-103)

Reason for 
Anticipated 

Changes
WAC 458-20-238
Sales of watercraft to 
nonresidents—Use of 
watercraft in Washington 
by nonresidents

Sarah 
Mutnick

N/A CR-105 Filed:
12/2/2025
WSR 
25-24-099

Anticipate 
adoption in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-248
Sales of precious metal 
bullion and monetized 
bullion

Tyler Howard N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-272
Tire fee—Studded tire fee
—Core deposits or credits

Adam 
Halliday

N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

WAC 458-20-282
Marketplace tax collection 
and reporting

Adam 
Halliday

N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Recognize 2025 
legislation

Rules Requiring Periodic Updates

Rule Number
and Title Rule Drafter

Preproposal
(CR-101)

Proposal 
(CR-102 or 

CR-105)
Adoption
(CR-103)

Reason for 
Anticipated 

Changes
WAC 458-18-220
Rates of interest

Leslie Mullin N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 4th 
quarter of 2026

Annual updates

WAC 458-20-23801
Watercraft excise tax—
Watercraft depreciation 
schedule

Patrick 
Matutina

Anticipate 
CR-101 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-102 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
adoption in 4th 
quarter of 2026

Annual updates

WAC 458-30-262
Agricultural land valuation
—Interest rate—Property 
tax component

Leslie Mullin N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-103 in 4th 
quarter of 2026

Annual updates

WAC 458-30-590
Rates of inflation—
Publication—Interest rate
—Calculation

Leslie Mullin N/A Anticipate 
CR-105 in 3rd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-103 in 4th 
quarter of 2026

Annual updates

WAC 458-40-540
Timber excise tax—Forest 
land values

Tiffany Do CR-101 Filed:
9/15/2025
WSR 25-19-070
Public Meeting:
10/16/2025, at
10:00 a.m.

10/21/2025
WSR 25-21-124
Public Hearing:
11/25/2025, at
1:00 p.m.
CR-102 Filed:
12/2/2025
WSR 25-24-100
Public Hearing:
1/6/2025, at
1:00 p.m.

Anticipate 
CR-103 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

Annual updates
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Rule Number
and Title Rule Drafter

Preproposal
(CR-101)

Proposal 
(CR-102 or 

CR-105)
Adoption
(CR-103)

Reason for 
Anticipated 

Changes
WAC 458-40-660
Timber excise tax—
Stumpage value tables—
Stumpage value 
adjustments

Tiffany Do CR-101 Filed:
9/15/2025
WSR 25-19-070
Public Meeting:
10/16/2025, at
10:00 a.m.
Second Semi-
Annual Update: 
Anticipate 
CR-101 in 1st 
quarter of 2026

10/21/2025
WSR 25-21-124
Public Hearing:
11/25/2025, at
1:00 p.m.
CR-102 Filed:
12/2/2025
WSR 25-24-100
Public Hearing:
1/6/2026, at
1:00 p.m.
Second Semi-
Annual Update: 
Anticipate 
CR-102 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Anticipate 
CR-103 in 1st 
quarter of 2026
Second Semi-
Annual Update: 
Anticipate 
CR-103 in 2nd 
quarter of 2026

Semi-annual 
updates that are 
effective 
January 1st and 
July 1st of each 
year

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-086

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 117 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



WSR 26-04-088
AGENDA

DEPARTMENT OF
ENTERPRISE SERVICES

[Filed January 30, 2026, 8:43 a.m.]

The following is the department of enterprise services' (DES) up-
dated semi-annual rules development agenda. This list includes rules 
that we have under development, and rules that DES expects to start 
rule-making action on during the next six months.

The agenda is also available on our rule-making website. We up-
date rule-making information on our website as rule making progresses. 
If we start any activities not listed on this agenda or stop any cur-
rently listed activities, we post those changes to our rule-making 
website and inform interested and known affected parties.

Let us know if you have any questions about this agenda by 
emailing Rules@des.wa.gov.

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda
January 1 - June 30, 2026

WAC
Citation Purpose of Rule Making

Current Activity/
Anticipated Filing

Title 200 The rule making is limited in scope. The purpose is to expand Title 200 
WAC to:
• Establish a clear process to verify that benefits are going to small 
businesses as intended, including a standard compliance process.
• Make sure in-state businesses have increased opportunities for contracts 
under statewide procurement policies.
• Support existing strategies encouraged by the statewide supplier 
diversity policy, such as preference points and reserved awards, to boost 
use of Washington small business.

º DES uses a point system when evaluating vendor solicitations. 
Preference points are added points for small businesses.
º Reserved awards are contracts set aside for small/veteran-owned 
businesses under a multiple-award competitive solicitation.

• Enhance reporting on small business use in state contracting.

Filed a CR-101 preproposal 
statement of inquiry with the 
office of the code reviser in 
December 2024. See WSR 
25-01-17.
Continuing to review informal 
feedback and legal 
requirements as we develop the 
proposed rule.

Ashley Olson
Policy and Rules Manager
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WSR 26-04-095
AGENDA

ENVIRONMENTAL AND
LAND USE HEARINGS OFFICE

[Filed January 30, 2026, 2:29 p.m.]

Following is the environmental and land use hearings office's 
(ELUHO) semi-annual rules development agenda for publication in the 
Washington State Register pursuant to RCW 34.05.314. This list identi-
fies rules that we have under active development and rules that the 
agency anticipates starting some rule-making action on during the next 
six months.

This agenda is also available on our rule-making website. We up-
date rule-making information on our website as rule making progresses. 
If we start rule-making activities not listed on this agenda or stop 
listed rule-making activities, we immediately post that information to 
our rule-making website and inform interested and known affected par-
ties.

If you have questions about this agenda, contact Jamie Merly at 
jamie.merly@eluho.wa.gov.

Semi-Annual Rule-Making Agenda
February 1 - July 31, 2026

WAC Citation Purpose of Rule Making Current Activity/Approximate Filing Date
Pollution Control Hearings Board
371-08 Amend rule to updated provisions for 

language and disability access for 
individuals appearing before the board.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page [contact agency for links].

371-08 Establish rules regarding use of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in cases before the 
board.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

371-08 Amend rule to allow board members to 
mediate cases before the board.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

371-08 Establish and updates rules as needed 
consistent with new laws passed by the 
2026 legislature that may require rule 
making.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

371-08 To reduce confusion to case parties, 
update rules as needed for technical 
corrections and clarifications.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

Shorelines Hearings Board
461-08 Amend rule to updated provisions for 

language and disability access for 
individuals appearing before the board.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page [contact agency for links].

461-08 Establish rules regarding use of AI in 
cases before the board.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

461-08 Amend rule to allow board members to 
mediate cases before the board.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

461-08 To reduce confusion to case parties, 
update rules as needed for technical 
corrections and clarifications.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

Growth Management Hearings Board
242-03 Establish rules regarding use of AI in 

cases before the board.
We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page [contact agency for links].
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WAC Citation Purpose of Rule Making Current Activity/Approximate Filing Date
242-03 To reduce confusion to case parties, 

clarify the process for requesting 
governor-certified standing.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

242-03 To reduce confusion to case parties, 
clarify the process for amicus curiae.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

242-03 To reduce confusion to case parties, 
clarify the process for intervention.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

242-03 To reduce confusion to case parties, 
update rules as needed for technical 
corrections and clarifications.

We anticipate filing a notice of proposed rule making 
(CR-102) in August 2026. Information will be updated on 
the ELUHO rule-making page.

Jamie Merly
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-096
AGENDA

DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

[Filed January 30, 2026, 2:38 p.m.]

Rules Development Agenda
January - June 2026

 
WAC CHAPTER OR SECTION

PURPOSE OF RULE BEING
DEVELOPED OR AMENDED

 

 Revising 332-24-005 and 
adding a new section to 332-24

Rules governing the prescribed fire 
claims fund pilot.

 

 New rule Washington prescribed burn manager 
certification program requirements and 
application process.
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WSR 26-04-099
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP BOARD
[Filed January 31, 2026, 3:55 a.m.]

Following is the schedule of regular meetings for the Washington 
state opportunity scholarship, opportunity scholarship board for 2026:

 Date Time Location  
 3/19/2026 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Microsoft Building 2

15935 N.E. One Microsoft Way
Redmond, WA 98052

 

 6/23/2026 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Microsoft Building 2
15935 N.E. One Microsoft Way
Redmond, WA 98052

 

 9/30/2026 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Microsoft Building 2
15935 N.E. One Microsoft Way
Redmond, WA 98052

 

 1/13/2027 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Microsoft Building 2
15935 N.E. One Microsoft Way
Redmond, WA 98052

 

If you need further information, contact Isabel Muñoz-Colón, 1414 
31st  Avenue South, Suite 302, Seattle, WA  98144, phone 206-800-8020, 
email imunozcolon@waopportunityscholarship.org, web htps://
waopportunityscholarship.org [https://waopportunityscholarship.org].
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WSR 26-04-101
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Filed February 2, 2026, 8:41 a.m.]

Prevailing Rate of Wage Publication
Pursuant to RCW 39.12.015, 39.12.020, and WAC 296-127-011, on 

February 2, 2026, the industrial statistician will determine and pub-
lish on the internet the statewide prevailing rates of wage. These 
rates become effective 30 days from publication on March 4, 2026.

For more information on prevailing wage or a copy of the rates, 
please visit https://lni.wa.gov/licensing-permits/public-works-
projects/prevailing-wage-rates/ or call 360-902-5335.

Caitlin Gates
Rules Coordinator

Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-101

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 123 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Miscellaneous



WSR 26-04-102
POLICY STATEMENT

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
[Filed February 2, 2026, 1:21 p.m.]

The University of Washington recently has created or revised the 
following bylaws, orders, policy statements, scholastic regulations, 
and faculty code:
• Presidential Delegations of Authority to Officers of the Univer-

sity, new January 13, 2026 (AO No. 100)
• Business and Financial Affairs, renumbered and revised January 

13, 2026 (AO No. 101)
• Legal Actions, renumbered and revised January 13, 2026 (AO No. 

102)
• Grant and Contract Awards and Amendments for Research, Develop-

ment, Service, and Training, renumbered and revised January 13, 
2026 (AO No. 103)

• Delegated Authority for Gifts to the University, renumbered and 
revised January 13, 2026 (AO No. 104)

• Personnel Actions, renumbered and revised January 13, 2026 (AO 
No. 105)

• Oversight Responsibility for Regent-Level Capital Projects, re-
numbered January 13, 2026 (AO No. 106)

• Delegation of Authority for Taking Necessary Actions to Protect 
the University's Interests and Operations in Response to an Emer-
gency Situation, renumbered January 13, 2026 (AO No. 107)

• The Senior Vice President for Planning and Management, rescinded 
January 13, 2026 (AO No. 7)

• The Executive Vice President for Finance & Administration, re-
scinded January 13, 2026 (AO No. 9)

• The Vice President for Student Life, rescinded January 13, 2026 
(AO No. 10)

• University Leadership List, revised January 5, 2026 (APS 1.2)
• University Organization Chart, revised January 5, 2026 (APS 1.1)
• Research Misconduct Policy, revised December 18, 2025 (Executive 

Order No. 61)
• Organizational Resilience, revised December 5, 2025 (APS 13.2)
• Regulating the Installation and Use of Security Cameras, new De-

cember 5, 2025 (APS 13.5)
• Employee-Student Romantic Relationships and Conflicts of Inter-

est, housekeeping change 11-17-25 (Executive Order No. 54)
• Environmental Health and Safety Services (former policy in UW Di-

rectory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 10.1)
• Contacting Governmental Agencies Regarding Health, Safety, and 

Environmental Matters (former policy in UW Directory) rescinded 
11-17-25 (APS 10.2)

• Occupational Safety and Health Programs: General Requirements for 
WISHA Compliance, rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 10.3)

• Personal Protective Equipment and Clothing (former policy in UW 
Directory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 10.4)

• First Aid and CPR Certification Requirements (former policy in UW 
Directory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 10.5)

• Accident, Injury, and Illness Reporting (former policy in UW Di-
rectory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 10.8)

• Visitors and Children in University Laboratories and Shops (for-
mer policy in UW Directory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 10.9)
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• Noncampus groups using Campus Facilities and Grounds (former pol-
icy in UW Directory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 10.10)

• UW Health and Safety Committees (former policy in UW Directory) 
rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 10.11)

• Purchase, Management, and Use of an Automated External Defibril-
lator (former policy in UW Directory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 
10.12)

• Management and Disposal of Hazardous Wastes (former policy in UW 
Directory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 11.2)

• Pollution Control (former policy in UW Directory) rescinded 
11-17-25 (APS 11.3)

• Spills and Releases (former policy in UW Directory) rescinded 
11-17-25 (APS 11.4)

• Food Service Standards (former policy in UW Directory) rescinded 
11-17-25 (APS 11.5)

• Managing Asbestos and Other Regulated Building Materials (former 
policy in UW Directory) rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 12.1)

• Review of Research Projects Involving Biological Hazards and Re-
combinant DNA, rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 12.3)

• Chemical Hazard Communication Program, rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 
12.5)

• Lockout/Tagout: A Method of Hazardous Energy Control, rescinded 
11-17-25 (APS 12.6)

• Oversight of Chemical and Physical Safety Requirements in Re-
search and Academic Environments (former policy in UW Directory) 
rescinded 11-17-25 (APS 12.7)

• Fire Safety (former policy in UW Directory) rescinded 11-17-25 
(APS 16.1)

• Crime Prevention, rescinded August 29, 2025 (APS 13.6)
• Inventions, Discoveries, and Copyright, revised July 31, 2025 

(Executive Order No. 36)
• Technology Transfer Administration, Revenue Distribution, and 

Disclosure, revised July 31, 2025 (APS 59.4)
• University of Washington Bothell, new July 30, 2025 (Executive 

Order No. 71)
• University of Washington Tacoma, new July 30, 2025 (Executive Or-

der No. 72)
• Faculty Authority Concerning Appointment, Promotion, and Tenure, 

revised July 30, 2025 (Executive Order No. V)
• Chancellor, UW Bothell and UW Tacoma, rescinded July 30, 2025 

(Executive Order No. 14)
For more information regarding University of Washington policy, 

visit https://policy.uw.edu/.
For more information regarding these materials, contact Barbara 

Lechtanski, Director of University Policy and Rules Office, University 
of Washington, Box 351210, Seattle, WA 98195-1210, or email 
rules@uw.edu.
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WSR 26-04-103
AGENDA

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
[Filed February 2, 2026, 1:28 p.m.]

Semi-Annual Agenda for Rules Under Development
(Per RCW 34.05.314)

January 2026
Rule-making activity not now anticipated may be added if condi-

tions warrant between semi-annual agendas.
(1) Rule making is not anticipated for chapter 478-04 WAC, Organ-

ization, during the first half of 2026.
(2) Rule making is not anticipated for chapter 478-121 WAC, Stu-

dent conduct code for the University of Washington, during the first 
half of 2026.

(3) Rule making is not anticipated for chapter 478-140 WAC, Rules 
and regulations for the University of Washington governing student ed-
ucation records, during the first half of 2026.

(4) Rule making is not anticipated for chapter 478-156 WAC, Rules 
for the University of Washington, Seattle campus residence halls, sin-
gle student and family housing apartments, during the first half of 
2026.

(5) Rule making is not anticipated for chapter 478-276 WAC, Gov-
erning access to public records, during the first half of 2026.

For more information concerning the above rules, contact Barbara 
Lechtanski, Director of University Policy and Rules Office, Washington 
State Rules Coordinator, University of Washington, Box 351210, Seat-
tle, WA 98195-1210, phone 206-543-9199, email rules@uw.edu, website 
washington.edu/rules.

Barbara Lechtanski
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-115
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

[Filed February 3, 2026, 8:58 a.m.]

Public Notice: Announcing the Reissuance of
the Sand and Gravel General Permit

The Washington state department of ecology (ecology) is reissuing 
the sand and gravel National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
and state waste discharge general permit on February 18, 2026. The 
permit becomes effective on April 1, 2026, and expires on March 31, 
2031.

Purpose of the Permit: The sand and gravel general permit regu-
lates discharges of water - process water, stormwater, and mine dewa-
tering water - associated with sand and gravel, rock quarry, and simi-
lar mining operations, concrete batch plants, and hot mix asphalt op-
erations. Under the Federal Clean Water Act and State Water Pollution 
Control Acts, this permit protects Washington's waters and aquatic 
life by ensuring that wastewater from these mining, concrete, and as-
phalt operations does not carry pollutants into waters of the state. 
When the permitted activities conducted by a specific class of indus-
tries are similar, ecology issues a general permit to cover all of 
them, rather than issuing a series of individual permits.

Based on public feedback, we've updated the general permit. The 
biggest changes clarify effluent limits for oil sheen/petroleum prod-
ucts, how spills are handled, changes in how soap-impacted waters are 
handled onsite, and several key terms and definitions. Permittees have 
time to prepare before new monitoring requirements and lined impound-
ment conditions take effect. We also added a condition for a reduction 
in monitoring for small businesses for hexavalent chromium. The chemi-
cal use plan section is now clearer about submissions, deadlines, and 
meanings and includes an emergency response exemption. These updates 
aim to protect water quality while keeping the permit practical to im-
plement.

Applying for Coverage Under the Permit: Facilities covered under 
the existing permit that have renewed are covered under the new per-
mit. New or unpermitted facilities may obtain coverage under the per-
mit by submitting a complete permit application to ecology and satis-
fying all applicable public notice and State Environmental Policy Act 
(SEPA) requirements (WAC 173-226-200). Access to the application is 
available online at https://ecology.wa.gov/SandandGravel.

Public Notice Process and Comments: The previous permit was last 
issued February 17, 2021, and is scheduled to expire March 31, 2026. 
The draft general permit, fact sheet explaining the legal and techni-
cal basis for the permit, economic impact analysis, copies of the pro-
posed application for coverage, and other updated forms were shared on 
the permit's web page. Ecology provided public notice of the draft 
general permit determinations and accepted public comments on the 
draft permit from August 6, 2025, through October 10, 2025. Two public 
meetings and hearings were held during this comment period via online 
statewide webinars on September 9 and 10, 2025. Ecology received writ-
ten comments via our comments web application, by mail, by email, and 
spoken comments provided during the public hearings. The comments and 
ecology's responses are included as an appendix to the fact sheet for 
the draft general permit.

Your Right to Appeal: You have a right to appeal the final gener-
al permit to the pollution control hearings board (https://
eluho.wa.gov/boards/pollution-control-hearings-board) within 30 days 
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of issuance of the general permit. The appeal process is governed by 
chapter 43.21B RCW and chapter 371-08 WAC. See appeal of the general 
permit (https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/
1710009.html) for more information.

Copies of the Permit: The permit, fact sheet with responses to 
public comments, and related documents are available online at 
https://ecology.wa.gov/SandandGravel. You may request hard copies from 
the water quality program by contacting Jackie Lince at 
jackie.lince@ecy.wa.gov or 360-407-6600.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accessibility: To request 
an ADA accommodation, email eric.daiber@ecy.wa.gov, call 360-742-1511, 
or dial 711 to call through the Washington telecommunications relay 
for services like text telephone (TTY). Visit https://ecology.wa.gov/
accessibility for more accessibility information.

Translation: Ecology is committed to providing language services, 
including translation and interpretation, for people whose primary 
language is not English. To request these services, email 
eric.daiber@ecy.wa.gov or call 360-742-1511. If you call, ask for an 
interpreter to be connected with one.

Ecology Contact: Eric Daiber, Washington State Department of 
Ecology, Water Quality Program, P.O. Box 47696, Olympia, WA 
98504-7696, phone 360-742-1511, email eric.daiber@ecy.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-121
DEPARTMENT OF

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
[Filed February 3, 2026, 3:39 p.m.]

Notice of Repeal of Interim Guidance
Under the Consumer Loan Act and Mortgage Broker Practices Act
The department of financial institutions hereby repeals the fol-

lowing interim guidance that was issued under the Consumer Loan Act, 
chapter 31.04 RCW, and Mortgage Broker Practices Act, chapter 19.146 
RCW:
• CLAMB-24-01 - 60 Day Grace Period for Q1 2024 Mortgage Call Re-

port Filing Version 6.
Contact Jeanju Choi at 360-725-7821 or jeanju.choi@dfi.wa.gov if 

you have any questions.
Ali Higgs

Director of Consumer Services
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WSR 26-04-122
DEPARTMENT OF

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
[Filed February 3, 2026, 3:40 p.m.]

Notice of Adoption of Interim Guidance
Under the Consumer Loan Act and Mortgage Broker Practices Act
On February 3, 2026, the department of financial institutions, 

division of consumer services adopted the following interim guidance 
that was issued under the Consumer Loan Act, chapter 31.04 RCW, and 
Mortgage Broker Practices Act, chapter 19.146 RCW:
• CLAMB-26-01 - 60 Day Grace Period for Q1 2024 Mortgage Call Re-

port Filing Version 7.
The adopted interim guidance allows consumer loan company and 

mortgage broker licensees a 60-day grace period to file the required 
mortgage call report for the first quarter of 2026.

Please contact Jeanju Choi at 360-725-7821 or 
jeanju.choi@dfi.wa.gov if you have any questions or to obtain a copy 
of CLAMB-26-01.

Ali Higgs
Director of Consumer Services
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WSR 26-04-123
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

BOARD OF TAX APPEALS
[Filed February 3, 2026, 4:39 p.m.]

Following is the schedule of regular meetings for the board of 
tax appeals (BTA) for 2026:

 Date Time Location  
 January 23, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room

1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 February 20, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 March 20, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 April 17, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 May 15, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 June 26, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 July 17, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#
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 Date Time Location  
 August 21, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room

1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 September 18, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 October 16, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 November 20, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

 December 18, 2026 10:00 a.m. BTA Hearing Room
1110 Capitol Way South
Third Floor
Olympia, WA 98501
[Contact agency for] Teams link.
Phone 1-253-372-2181
Conference ID 693 090 694#

 

If you need further information, contact Keri Lamb, 1110 Capitol 
Way South, 3rd Floor, Olympia, WA 98501, phone 360-753-5446, fax 
360-586-9020, email bta@bta.wa.gov, web bta.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-124
POLICY STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Filed February 4, 2026, 8:43 a.m.]

Policy Statement
Pursuant to RCW 34.05.230, the department of labor and industri-

es' division of labor standards issued the following policy statement.
If you have any questions or need additional information, contact 

Connor Linse at Connor.Linse@Lni.wa.gov or 360-902-5552.
Policy: Employment Standards Policy ES.B.1.
Title: Paid Sick Leave Frequently Asked Questions.
Amended: February 4, 2026.
Effective: February 4, 2026.
Description: The purpose of this administrative policy is to an-

swer frequently asked questions regarding Washington's paid sick leave 
requirements. This policy was amended to:
• Add instances of hate crimes to acceptable uses of leave under 

the Domestic Violence Leave Act.
• Authorize the use of paid sick leave for employees and family 

members to attend or prepare for immigration proceedings.
• Include protections from retaliation and immigration-related 

threats for using paid sick leave.
• Reference separate paid sick time standards specific to the 

transportation network company industry.
Contact: Connor Linse, P.O. Box 44510, Olympia, WA 98504-4510, 

425-273-7664, Connor.Linse@Lni.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-125
POLICY STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Filed February 4, 2026, 8:44 a.m.]

Policy Statements
Pursuant to RCW 34.05.230, the department of labor and industri-

es' division of labor standards issued the following policy state-
ments.

If you have any questions or need additional information, contact 
Angela MacNeil at Angela.MacNeil@Lni.wa.gov or 360-370-9305.

Policy: Employment Standards Policy ES.C.7.
Title: Employee Access to Personnel File.
Amended: January 21, 2026.
Effective: January 21, 2026.
Description: This policy was amended to update guidance on the 

right for employees, former employees, and their representatives to 
access employees' personnel files under RCW 49.12.240. This update is 
based on changes that occurred during the 2025 legislative session 
specifically due to SHB 1308, relating to access to personnel records.

Contact: Angela MacNeil, P.O. Box 44510, Olympia, WA 98504-4510, 
360-370-9305, Angela.MacNeil@Lni.wa.gov.

Policy: Employment Standards Policy ES.D.1.
Title: Recordkeeping and Access to Payroll Records (non-agricul-

tural employment).
Amended: September 8, 2025.
Effective: September 8, 2025.
Description: This policy was amended to update guidance on nona-

gricultural employer recordkeeping responsibilities under the Indus-
trial Welfare Act and the Minimum Wage Act and associated rules. This 
update is based on changes that occurred during the 2025 legislative 
session specifically due to SHB 1308, relating to access to personnel 
records.

Contact: Angela MacNeil, P.O. Box 44510, Olympia, WA 98504-4510, 
360-370-9305, Angela.MacNeil@Lni.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-131
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

RECREATION AND CONSERVATION OFFICE
(Salmon Recovery Funding Board)

[Filed February 4, 2026, 10:22 a.m.]

The salmon recovery funding board is changing the date and time 
of the regular quarterly meeting scheduled for March 10-11, 2026.

FROM: March 10-11, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Room 172, 
Natural Resource Building, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 
98501; or online via Zoom.

TO: March 10, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Room 172, Natural 
Resource Building, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98501; or 
online via Zoom.

For further information, please contact Julia McNamara, 
julia.mcnamara@rco.wa.gov or check the recreation and conservation of-
fice's (RCO) web page at Meetings - RCO (wa.gov).

RCO schedules all public meetings at barrier-free sites. Persons 
who need special assistance may contact Megan Montgomery at 
360-902-3079 or email Megan.Montgomery@rco.wa.gov.
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WSR 26-04-132
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

[Filed February 4, 2026, 10:28 a.m.]

Public Notice: Announcing the Reissuance of the Aquatic Plant
and Algae Management General Permit

The Washington state department of ecology (ecology) is reissuing 
the aquatic plant and algae management National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System and state waste discharge general permit on Febru-
ary 18, 2026. The permit becomes effective on March 20, 2026 and ex-
pires on March 19, 2031.

Purpose of the Permit: The aquatic plant and algae management 
general permit provides coverage for the chemical treatments of aquat-
ic noxious weeds, native nuisance plants, algae, and phosphorus. This 
permit protects Washington's waters and aquatic life by controlling 
the discharge of pollutants into fresh water (lakes, streams, and riv-
ers) or along shorelines, roadsides, dikes/levees, and ditch banks. 
Under the authority of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act and the 
state Water Pollution Control Act, a permit is required for the dis-
charge of pesticides and other products either directly or indirectly 
to waters of the state. When the permitted activities are similar, 
ecology issues a general permit to cover all of them, rather than is-
suing a series of individual permits.

Ecology has made a few important changes to this permit, includ-
ing:
• Revised the monitoring requirements for some types of phosphorous 

control treatments.
• Updated dissolved oxygen monitoring. Although fish kills are rare 

after aquatic herbicide or algaecide treatments, low dissolved 
oxygen can contribute to these events. To further reduce this 
risk, we have added monitoring requirements during situations 
when very low levels of dissolved oxygen are more likely.

• Added another formulation of the aquatic herbicide triclopyr, and 
a new formulation of phosphorous control product based on iron 
coated lanthanum. These changes required an addendum to the ex-
isting 2017 supplemental environmental impact statement, which 
went through a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review proc-
ess.

• Revised requirements to protect known rare plants or habitat.
• Removed the list of approved adjuvants from the permit. The adju-

vant list is now linked on the permit web page so the list can be 
kept up-to-date.
Applying for Coverage Under the Permit: Permittees covered under 

the existing permit that have renewed are covered under the new per-
mit. New or unpermitted activities may obtain coverage under the per-
mit by submitting a complete permit application to ecology and satis-
fying all applicable public notice and SEPA requirements (WAC 
173-226-200). Access to the application is available at https://
ecology.wa.gov/AquaticPlants.

Public Notice Process and Comments: The previous permit was last 
issued March 17, 2021, and is scheduled to expire [March] 21, 2026. 
The draft general permit, fact sheet explaining the legal and techni-
cal basis for the permit, economic impact analysis, and a copy of the 
proposed application for coverage were shared on the permit's web 
page. Ecology provided public notice of the draft general permit de-
terminations and accepted public comments on the draft permit from 
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September 10, 2025, through October 24, 2025. Two public meetings and 
hearings were held during this comment period via online statewide we-
binars on October 14 and 16, 2025. Ecology received written comments 
via our comments web application, by email, and spoken comments provi-
ded during the public hearings. The comments and ecology's responses 
are included as an appendix to the fact sheet for the draft general 
permit.

Your Right to Appeal: You have a right to appeal the final gener-
al permit to the pollution control hearings board (https://
eluho.wa.gov/boards/pollution-control-hearings-board) within 30 days 
of issuance of the general permit. The appeal process is governed by 
chapters 43.21B RCW and 371-08 WAC. See the appeal of the general per-
mit (https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/
1710009.html) for more information.

Copies of the Permit: The permit, fact sheet with responses to 
public comments, and related documents are available online at 
https://ecology.wa.gov/AquaticPlants. You may request hard copies from 
the water quality program by contacting Jackie Lince at 
jackie.lince@ecy.wa.gov or 360-407-6600.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accessibility: To request 
an ADA accommodation, email shawn.ultican@ecy.wa.gov, call 
360-870-3492, or dial 711 to call through the Washington telecommuni-
cations relay for services like text telephone (TTY). Visit https://
ecology.wa.gov/accessibility for more accessibility information.

Translation: Ecology is committed to providing language services, 
including translation and interpretation, for people whose primary 
language is not English. To request these services, email Shawn Ulti-
can at shawn.ultican@ecy.wa.gov or call 360-870-3492. If you call, ask 
for an interpreter to be connected with one.

En Español: Para información en español, por favor comuníquese 
con Shawn Ultican al 360-870-3492.

Ecology Contact: Shawn Ultican, Washington State Department of 
Ecology, Water Quality Program, P.O. Box 47696, Olympia, WA 
98504-7696, phone 360-870-3492, email shawn.ultican@ecy.wa.gov.
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