Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-001

WSR 26-04-001
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Home and Community Living Administration)
[Filed January 21, 2026, 12:00 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and
health services (department) is considering amending chapter 388-76
WAC, Adult family home minimum licensing requirements; chapter 388-78A
WAC, Assisted living facility licensing rules; chapter 388-101 WAC,
Certified community residential services and supports; and chapter
388-107 WAC, Licensing requirements for enhanced services facilities.
This rule making may result in amending current rules, adopting new
sections of rule, and repealing existing sections of rule. Updates to
other related rules may be required. As needed, amendments will also
make changes required to improve clarity, update policy, or better
align rule language with state and federal law or regulations.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 18.20.090, 70.97.230, 70.128.040, 71A.12.030, 74.09.520(2), and
74.39A.007.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Rule making is needed to comply with federal Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid [Services] (CMS) access rule. Compliance
with the regulations is necessary to administer the state's medicaid
funded long-term services and supports programs. This rule making is
specific to reporting of "critical incidents" under 42 C.F.R. 441.302
(a) (6) (1) (A) (5). Additional areas may be addressed if identified as
necessary to comply with federal rule.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The department
will share draft rules with CMS and make changes as needed for compli-
ance with the federal requirements.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making; and the
department will use a negotiated rule-making process for chapter
388-76 WAC. For chapters 388-78A, 388-101, and 388-107 WAC, the de-
partment will use a collaborative rule-making process to consult with
internal and external interested parties in the development and review
of the draft rules. The department invites the public to give input on
the draft language for proposed rule changes. More information is
available by contacting the residential care services policy unit as
provided below.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Colleen Jensen, P.0O. Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98506, phone
360-725-2300, fax 360-438-7903, TTY 711 relay service, email
rcspolicy@dshs.wa.gov.

January 21, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 1 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-009
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY

(Public Employees Benefits Board)
[Admin #2026-01—Filed January 21, 2026, 3:17 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Enrollment, eligibility, and ap-
peals rules in chapters 182-08, 182-12, and 182-16 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The health care authority (agency) is reviewing mul-
tiple sections within chapters 182-08, 182-12, and 182-16 WAC to sup-
port the public employees benefits board program.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Cade Walker, P.O. Box 42684, Olympia, WA 98504-2684, phone
360-725-0830, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication relay services (TRS)
711, email Cade.Walker@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking; or Stella Ng, P.0O. Box 42684, Olympia, WA 98504-2684,
phone 360-725-0883, fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711, email
Stella.Ng@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking.

January 21, 2026
Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 2 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-010
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
(Public Employees Benefits Board)
[Admin #2026-02—Filed January 21, 2026, 3:18 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The purpose of this proposal is
to implement public employees benefits board (PEBB) policy resolutions
and make other technical amendments.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.065, and 41.05.160; and PEBB policy resolutions.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The health care authority (agency) is reviewing mul-
tiple sections within chapters 182-08 and 182-12 WAC that may require
PEBB policy resolutions to support the PEBB program.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Cade Walker, P.O. Box 42684, Olympia, WA 98504-2684, phone
360-725-0830, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication relay services (TRS)
711, email Cade.Walker@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking; or Stella Ng, P.0O. Box 42684, Olympia, WA 98504-2684,
phone 360-725-0883, fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711, email
Stella.Ng@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking.

January 21, 2026
Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 3 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-011
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY

(School Employees Benefits Board)
[Admin #2026-01—Filed January 21, 2026, 3:19 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Enrollment, eligibility, and ap-
peals rules in chapters 182-30, 182-31, and 182-32 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The health care authority (agency) is reviewing mul-
tiple sections within chapters 182-30, 182-31, and 182-32 WAC to sup-
port the school employees benefits board program.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Cade Walker, P.O. Box 42684, Olympia, WA 98504-2684, phone
360-725-0830, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication relay services (TRS)
711, email Cade.Walker@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking; or Stella Ng, P.0O. Box 42684, Olympia, WA 98504-2684,
phone 360-725-0883, fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711, email
Stella.Ng@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking.

January 21, 2026
Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 4 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-012
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY

(School Employees Benefits Board)
[Admin #2026-02—Filed January 21, 2026, 3:19 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The purpose of this proposal is
to implement school employees benefits board (SEBB) policy resolutions
and make other technical amendments.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160, and 41.05.740; and SEBB policy resolutions.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The health care authority (agency) is reviewing mul-
tiple sections within chapters 182-30 and 182-31 WAC that may require
SEBB policy resolutions to support the SEBB program.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Cade Walker, P.O. Box 42684, Olympia, WA 98504-2684, phone
360-725-0830, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication relay services (TRS)
711, email Cade.Walker@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking; or Stella Ng, P.0O. Box 42684, Olympia, WA 98504-2684,
phone 360-725-0883, fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711, email
Stella.Ng@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking.

January 21, 2026
Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 5 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 26-04 WSR 26-04-035

WSR 26-04-035
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION

COMMISSION
[Filed January 26, 2026, 2:22 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The Washington utilities and
transportation commission (commission) commences this rule making to
consider rules within chapter 480-110 WAC to improve commission review
of water company filings, address commission jurisdiction of water
companies, improve and update customer notice requirements, and assess
low-income program availability for water companies and their custom-
ers.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCwW 80.01.040, 80.04.160, 80.04.090, 80.04.015, 80.04.130, 80.28.010,
80.28.020, and 80.04.010 (35) and (306).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The commission regulates certain private water com-
panies operating within Washington state. This includes companies with
100 or more connections or if the utility charges more than $557 a
year per customer. The commission believes it may be necessary to re-
assess these jurisdictional thresholds given changing valuations and
costs for water utilities across Washington state. Additionally, water
companies are currently the only regulated utilities required to print
and mail customer notices. Updating this requirement would better re-
flect operational flexibility and provide consistency across utilit-
ies. Next, water companies have submitted extension contracts which
are not fully executed. Updating commission rules to require that an
extension contract may be submitted only after it is signed by all
parties will ensure the commission is reviewing fully executed con-
tracts. The commission recently ruled that cost of service studies and
cost-benefit analyses are necessary to understand the impact of rate
consolidation proposals. It would be beneficial to develop rules to
provide guidance to utilities and parties regarding what is required.
Relatedly, the commission has often allowed single tariff pricing and
now would like to explore and provide better guidance regarding what
single tariff pricing is, when it is appropriate, and what must be in-
cluded in a single tariff pricing proposal. The commission further be-
lieves it is desirable and consistent with state policy to explore the
availability of low-income rates for water companies. Finally, the
commission recognizes that some topics addressed in comments submitted
in Docket UW-240733 regarding a water utility cost of capital policy
statement may be more appropriately addressed via rule making and the
commission may consider some of these topics to include in draft
rules.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The departments
of health and ecology also have authority to regulate water systems in
the state, particularly regulating safe drinking water and water
rights. The commission will coordinate with the agencies in the rule
making to ensure that the agencies are working cooperatively with af-
fected water companies.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study; and the commission
will request initial written comments, schedule one or more workshops,
and will provide the opportunity for interested parties to submit ad-
ditional written comments on draft rules and proposed CR-102 rules
prior to adoption.

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 6 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Jeff Killip, Executive Director and Secretary, 621 Woodland
Square Loop S.E., Lacey, WA 98503, phone 360-664-1173, fax
360-586-1150, email records@utc.wa.gov.

January 26, 2026
Jeff Killip
Executive Director and Secretary

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 7 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-044
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES
[Filed January 27, 2026, 9:10 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 110-50 WAC, Child wel-
fare; and all other related rules.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.13.060, 74.04.600, 74.04.620, and 74.13.031.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The financial and business services division is:

. Repealing the state supplementary payment (SSP) program WAC in
chapter 110-50 WAC and other related rules. The SSP program is
administered by the department of social and health services and
the eligibility requirements for children or youth in foster care
are already covered under WAC 388-474-0012.

. Revising the managing and using unearned income and resources for
foster children and youth rules, WAC 110-50-1170 - [110-50-]1210,
to reinstate the retirement, survivors, and disability insurance,
also referred to as old age, survivors, and disability insurance,
which was inadvertently omitted from the most recent rules fil-
ing.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: Collaborative.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Todd Wollen, Olympia, Washington, phone 360-529-6279, email
todd.wollen@dcyf.wa.gov, website https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/
policy-laws-rules/rule-making or https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/
policy-laws-rules/rule-making/participate; or Julie Pettit, email
Julie.Pettit@dcyf.wa.gov, website www.dcyf.wa.gov.

January 27, 2025 [2026]
Brenda Villarreal
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 8 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-065
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed January 28, 2026, 8:26 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 182-533-0400 Maternity care
and newborn delivery, 182-533-0600 Planned home births and births in
birthing centers, possibly other sections within chapter 182-531 WAC,
Physician-related services; chapter 182-548 WAC, Federally qualified
health centers; chapter 182-549 WAC, Rural health clinics; and other
related rules as appropriate.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Effective January 1, 2027, the American Medical As-
sociation (AMA) is replacing the global obstetrics codes with itemized
billing. The health care authority (HCA) is amending these chapters to
update language references to global services and fees. During this
review and as additional information is released by AMA, HCA may iden-
tify additional related changes that improve clarity or update policy.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.

Process for Developing New Rule: HCA welcomes the public to take
part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the person iden-
tified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After the early
review, HCA will send a notice of proposed rule making (CR-102) to ev-
eryone receiving this notice and anyone who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Valerie Freudenstein, Rule-making Questions, P.O. Box
42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, phone 360-725-5128, fax 360-586-9727,
telecommunication relay services (TRS) 711, email
valerie.freudenstein@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking; or Melissa Sarikaya, Program Questions, P.O. Box 42716,
Olympia, WA 98504-2716, phone 360-725-5297, fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711,
email melissa.sarikaya@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking.

January 28, 2026
Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 9 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-070
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION

COMMISSION
[Filed January 28, 2026, 2:06 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Amending chapter 480-108 WAC to
standardize processes for utilities to test and approve meter socket
adapters (MSA).

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 80.01.040 and 80.04.160.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The utilities and transportation commission (UTC)
received a petition from ConnectDER, an MSA manufacturer, requesting
UTC adopt an MSA approval process for investor-owned utilities that
establishes clear timelines, clear and consistent minimum safety
standards, and defined roles and responsibilities for MSA manufactur-
ers and utilities.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: UTC will request public comment
on the CR-101, may issue additional notices for comment, and/or hold
public workshops. If UTC determines amended rules are necessary and in
the public interest, additional comments on the proposed draft rules
will be requested prior to finalizing the proposed rule in the CR-102
phase.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Jeff Killip, Executive Director and Secretary, 621 Woodland
Square Loop, Lacey, WA 98503, phone 360-664-1173, fax 360-586-1150,
TTY 1-800-833-6384 or 711, email records@utc.wa.gov, website
www.utc.wa.gov/e-filing.

January 28, 2026
Jeff Killip
Executive Director and Secretary

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 10 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-076
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR

STANDARDS BOARD
[Filed January 29, 2026, 9:54 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 181-82A-202.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
Chapter 28A.410 RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Updating endorsement names to reflect terms more
commonly used in the field.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Matt Dressen, 600 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA
98504, phone 360-725-6275, email rulespesb@kl2.wa.us, website
WWW.pesb.wa.gov.

January 29, 2026
Matt Dressen
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 11 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-080
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Economic Services Administration)

(Division of Child Support)
[Filed January 29, 2026, 3:03 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The division of child support
(DCS) proposes to amend WAC 388-14A-6200, 388-14A-6205, 388-14A-6210,
and other sections as may be necessary to clarify the right to an ad-
ministrative hearing to contest a collection action taken by DCS under
RCW 74.20A.080 against a noncustodial parent's assets held in a finan-
cial institution.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 26.23.035, 74.08.090, and 74.20A.310.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Amendments are needed to alleviate confusion and am-
biguity about the administrative remedies available to noncustodial
parents and nonobligated joint account owners of record under WAC
388-14A-6200. WAC 388-14A-6200 states that an objection received by
DCS within 20 days of the date DCS mailed the noncustodial parent's
copy of the collection action to their last known address is scheduled
for an administrative hearing regarding ownership of the account and
any exemptions to collection that may apply. The rule is silent about
what happens when DCS receives the objection after the 20-day timely
objection period has expired. Occasionally that leads to inconsistent
treatment of objections and inconsistent results. Most administrative
law judges read the rule strictly and dismiss objections received by
DCS after the 20-day timely objection. Others hold a full hearing on
the merits. Under the proposed rules, DCS will treat an untimely or
late objection under WAC 388-14A-6200 as a request for a conference
board under WAC 388-14A-6400 through 388-14A-6415.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Requlate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: DCS engages in modified collabo-
rative rule making. Those wanting to participate in developing the new
rules are encouraged to contact Monica Turnbaugh at the department of
social and health services (DSHS) DCS headquarters as soon as possi-
ble. Rule-making forms and draft rules may also be found on the DSHS
filings and rules page at https://www.dshs.wa.gov/office-of-the-
secretary/filings—-and-rulings. DSHS/DCS encourages the public to take
part in developing rules. After the rules are drafted, DSHS will file
a copy with the office of the code reviser with a notice of proposed
rule making, and will send a copy to everyone currently on the mailing
list and anyone else who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Monica Turnbaugh, DCS, Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 9162,
Mailstop 45860, Olympia, WA 98507, phone 360-664-5339, fax
360-586-8192, TTY 1-800-833-6384, email monica.turnbaugh@dshs.wa.gov.

January 29, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 12 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-04-087
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed January 30, 2026, 7:30 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Updating the osteopathic physi-
cian and surgeon fees in WAC 246-853-990. The department of health
(department), in consultation with the board of osteopathic medicine
and surgery (board), is considering rule amendments that include re-
moving the Washington osteopathic principals and practices (OP&P) exam
and re-exam fee, adding the Washington physicians health program
(WPHP) impaired practitioner surcharge to initial licensure for osteo-
pathic physicians, and updating fees to appropriate levels for the
program's operating costs and reserve levels.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 18.57.015, 43.70.110, 43.70.250, and 43.70.280.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: OP&P exam fee: On January 7, 2025, the board adopted
amendments to the osteopathic physician examination requirements lis-
ted under WAC 246-853-020. The purpose of this rule project was to
simplify the examination requirements for out-of-state applicants en-
tering in the Washington workforce. As a result, the board removed the
OP&P exam as a requirement for licensure. In response to this update,
the department is considering an amendment that removes the OP&P exam
and re-exam fee from rule.

Impaired practitioner WPHP surcharge: As required by RCW
18.57.015, the board contracts with the WPHP to implement and operate
an impaired practitioner program. Contracts with WPHP are financed by
a surcharge applied to the osteopathic physician license. Currently,
WAC 246-853-990 only provides for collection of the WPHP surcharge on
license renewal. To adequately fund the board's contract with WPHP,
the department is considering adding the surcharge to initial licen-
sure as authorized by RCW 18.57.015.

Osteopathic licensing fees: RCW 43.70.250 requires that licensing
fees cover regulatory program expenses which necessitates the program
to be self-funding. Limited fee adjustments may be made to ensure rev-
enue 1s adequate to support regulated activities and maintain suffi-
cient reserve levels without generating a surplus.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Collaborative rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Heather Cantrell, P.O. Box 47850, Olympia, WA 98504-7850,
TTY 711, email HSQAfeerules@doh.wa.gov, website doh.wa.gov, https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new.

Additional comments: Rule-making notices will be delivered via
the GovDelivery program name list. To receive notices, interested per-
sons may sign up for any or all of the lists. Go to https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new. After signing
in, click open the box labeled "Health Systems Quality Assurance."
Next, click open the box labeled "Health Professions" and then, click
on "Osteopath." You may also check the box next to one or more of the
other professions listed to receive information related to that spe-
cific profession.

January 30, 2026
Kristin Peterson, JD

Certified on 2/12/2026 [ 13 ] WSR Issue 26-04 - Preproposal
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Chief of Policy
for Dennis E. Worsham

Secretary of Health
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WSR 26-04-089
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL
[Filed January 30, 2026, 9:05 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 446-65-010 Transportation
requirements.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 46.32.020 and 46.48.170.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: WAC 446-65-010 (1) (r) adopts certain specifically
identified federal safety regulations, including 49 C.F.R. Part 391
Qualification of drivers, but does not permit intrastate drivers be-
tween the ages of 18 and 21. The federal minimum age requirement of
21, as stated in 49 C.F.R. § 391.11 (b) (1), is applied by default.
This is inconsistent with Washington's longstanding practice of allow-
ing commercial drivers between the ages of 18 and 21 to operate eligi-
ble commercial vehicles intrastate. The lack of clear language explic-
itly authorizing drivers aged 18 to 21 to operate commercial motor ve-
hicles intrastate creates confusion for both carriers and enforcement
agencies. As a result, WAC 446-65-010 should be amended to expressly
permit drivers aged 18 to 21 to operate eligible commercial vehicles
intrastate.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Washington As-
sociation of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and the Washington Trucking Association.

Process for Developing New Rule: The Washington state patrol
(WSP) welcomes the public to take part in developing the rules. Anyone
interested should contact the staff person identified below. At a lat-
er date, WSP will file a proposed rule making (CR-102) with the office
of the code reviser. A copy of the proposal will be sent to anyone who
requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Kimberly Mathis, Rules Coordinator, 106 11lth Avenue S.W.,
Olympia, WA [98501], phone 360-596-4017, email wsprules@wsp.wa.gov,
website wsp.wa.gov/rules-development/.

January 30, 2026
John R. Batiste
Chief
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WSR 26-04-092
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

SECRETARY OF STATE
[Filed January 30, 2026, 10:09 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Elections—Voter intent.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 29A.04.611.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The purpose of this proposal is to clarify and re-
fine voter intent determinations to standardize how certain marks on
ballots are interpreted.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Dave Piersma, P.O. Box 40229, Olympia, WA 98504, phone
360-902-4172, fax 360-664-4619, email dave.piersma@sos.wa.gov, website
sos.wa.gov/elections; or Victoria Donahue, P.O. Box 40229, Olympia, WA
98504, phone 360-725-5788, fax 360-664-4619, email
victoria.donahue@sos.wa.gov, website sos.wa.gov/elections.

January 23, 2026
Amanda Doyle
Chief of Staff
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WSR 26-04-104
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Home and Community Living Administration)

(Home and Community Services)
[Filed February 2, 2026, 3:49 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and
health services (DSHS) is considering amending the following private
duty nursing (PDN) WAC: WAC 388-106-1000 What is the intent of WAC
388-106-1000 through WAC 388-106-1055?, 388-106-1010 Am I eligible for
medicaid-funded private duty nursing services?, 388-106-1025 Who can
provide my PDN services?, 388-106-1030 Are there limitations or other
requirements for PDN?, 388-106-1035 What requirements must a home
health agency meet in order to provide and be paid for my PDN?, and
388-106-1040 What requirements must an RN, or LPN under the supervi-
sion of an RN, meet in order to provide and get paid for my PDN serv-
ices?; and other related rules as may be necessary.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 74.08.090 and 74.09.520.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The reasons for this rule making are to amend PDN
and update language consistent with current practice standards and
contracting requirements.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Requlate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Health care au-
thority and developmental disabilities community services.

Process for Developing New Rule: DSHS welcomes the public to take
part in developing the rules. Anyone interested should contact the
staff person identified below. At a later date, DSHS will file a pro-
posal with the office of the code reviser with a notice of proposed
rule making. A copy of the proposal will be sent to everyone on the
mailing list and to anyone who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Kaila 0O'Dell, PDN Program Manager, P.0O. Box 45600, Olympia,
WA 98504, phone 360-915-3396, TTY 711 relay service, email
kaila.odell@dshs.wa.gov, website https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/
private-duty-nursing; or Susan Worthington, Medical Services Office
Chief, P.0O. Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504, phone 360-725-2638, TTY 711
relay service, email susan.worthington@dshs.wa.gov.

February 2, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-105
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Economic Services Administration)
[Filed February 2, 2026, 4:15 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and
health services (DSHS) is planning to amend WAC 388-478-0055 How much
do I get from my state supplemental payments (SSP)?, and other related
rules as may be required.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090,
74.08A.120, and 74.08A.250.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Federal law requires DSHS to maintain a minimum
threshold of state spending towards supplemental security income state
supplement payment benefits each calendar year to continue to draw
down federal medicaid funds. DSHS may propose modifying rules to stay
within available state funds to support this requirement. If applica-
ble, these amendments will make additional changes required to improve
clarity, update policy, or better align rule language with state and
federal law or regulations.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: DSHS welcomes the public to take
part in developing the rules. Anyone interested should contact the
staff person identified below. At a later date, DSHS will file a pro-
posal with the office of the code reviser with a notice of proposed
rule making. A copy of the proposal will be sent to everyone on the
mailing list and to anyone who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Gary Fryer, P.O. Box 45470, Olympia, WA 98504-5470, phone
360-522-2214, TTY 711 relay service, email gary.fryer@dshs.wa.gov.

February 2, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-107
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
[Filed February 2, 2026, 5:54 p.m.]

The behavioral health and habilitation administration requests
the withdrawal of preproposal statement of inquiry notice filed as WSR
24-19-053 on September 12, 2024 (WAC 388-880-042, 388-880-043,
388-880-044, 388-880-045, 388-880-150, and 388-800-151 [388-880-1511),
regarding resident records at the special commitment center. The with-
drawal should be effective immediately upon filing.

Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-108
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
[Filed February 2, 2026, 5:56 p.m.]

The home and community living administration requests the with-
drawal of preproposal statement of ingquiry notice filed as WSR
24-14-072 on June 28, 2024 (WAC 388-96-738), regarding case mix group-

ing for a nursing facility resident. The withdrawal should be effec-
tive immediately upon filing.

Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-116
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Home and Community Living Administration)
[Filed February 3, 2026, 9:22 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and
health services (DSHS) is considering new rules regarding financial
management services vendors to address mileage reimbursements and oth-
er services provided by a financial management services vendor. Other
rules may be created or amended as necessary.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 50B.04.020 (3) (k).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The rule-making project is needed to address serv-
ices offered by a financial management services vendor through the WA
Cares fund program. The rules will provide direction for beneficiaries
choosing to use their benefit on services provided by a financial man-
agement services vendor.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Employment se-
curity department and health care authority. Coordination will occur
between departments for consistent implementation of the WA Cares fund
program under chapter 50B.04 RCW.

Process for Developing New Rule: DSHS welcomes the public to take
part in developing the rules. Anyone interested should contact the
staff person identified below. At a later date, DSHS will file a pro-
posal with the office of the code reviser with a notice of proposed
rule making. A copy of the proposal will be sent to everyone on the
mailing list and to anyone who requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Arielle Finney, P.0O. Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600,
phone 360-764-0384, TTY 711 relay service, email
Arielle.Finney2@dshs.wa.gov.

February 2, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-04-126
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT
[Filed February 4, 2026, 8:56 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The purpose of this rule making
is to make the employment security department's (department) rule re-
garding registration for work consistent with state and federal law.
RCW 50.20.010 (1) (a), 50.20.230, and 20 C.F.R. § 652.210(a) require
that claimants register for work in order to be eligible for benefits.
Currently, WAC 192-180-005 states that the department will register
claimants for work.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, 50.20.010, and 50.20.230.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The goals of the rule making include ensuring com-
pliance with state and federal law. Additionally, the department is
updating its systems in 2026 to comply with legal requirements regard-
ing claimant registration for work (RCW 50.20.230), and this rule
change is necessary to be consistent with those operational changes.
Currently, with the department registering claimants for work, claim-
ants may not be aware they have been registered for work and may not
be aware of the services available to them through the labor exchange
system. Having claimants register themselves will help ensure that
they have access to the work registration system and can take advant-
age of those services.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The United
States Department of Labor (USDOL) reviews the state's administration
of the unemployment insurance program to ensure conformity to federal
statutes and regulations. The state has broad flexibility in the im-
plementation of the unemployment insurance laws, so long as conformity
is maintained. The proposed regulations will be shared with USDOL pri-
or to adoption.

Process for Developing New Rule: Draft rules will be shared with
the public and stakeholders. The department will solicit input and
consider all comments in the development of final rules.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Stephanie Frazee, P.0O. Box 9046, phone 425-465-0313, fax
844-652-7096, TTY relay 711, email stephanie.frazeelesd.wa.gov, web-
site https://esd.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/rulemaking/
unemployment-insurance-benefits-rules.

February 4, 2026
Joy Adams, Director
Employment System Policy and Integrity
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WSR 26-04-127
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
SUPERINTENDENT OF

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
[Filed February 4, 2026, 9:16 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Establishment of complaint proc-
ess for limited and broad complaints under ESHB 1296 (2025). This
process shall include investigations where appropriate, determinations
of noncompliance with state law and whether such noncompliance is
willful, and the actions and consequences that may result from such
determinations.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
ESHB 1296 (2025), sections 303 (3) (a) and 306.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: With the passage of ESHB 1296 (2025), the office of
superintendent of public instruction (OSPI) is required to establish a
process to investigate and secure equitable resolutions for two types
of complaints (limited and broad) alleging willful noncompliance with
the state laws listed in section 302(4) of ESHB 1296 (2025).

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The professio-
nal educator standards board is tasked under section 309 of ESHB 1296
(2025) to adopt rules that make a local school district superinten-
dent's or chief administrator's willful noncompliance with state law
an act of unprofessional conduct and provide that a superintendent or
chief administrator, whether certificated or not, may be held account-
able for such conduct under rules established under section 309. OSPI
has already begun communicating with the professional educator stand-
ards board in the interests of coordinating each respective agency's
rules under ESHB 1296 (2025).

OSPI will consult with the state board of education to build a
connection between the rules adopted under this subsection and the
state board of education's rules on basic education compliance estab-
lished under RCW 28A.150.220.

Process for Developing New Rule: Early solicitation of feedback
and recommendations concerning new or amended rules, and consideration
of comments and recommendations in the course of drafting rule lan-
guage.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Monigque Malson, OSPI, P.O. Box 47200, Olympia, WA 98504,
TTY 360-664-3631, email monique.malson@kl?.wa.us, website
ospi.kl2.wa.us.

February 4, 2026
Chris P.S. Reykdal
State Superintendent of Public Instruction
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