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WSR 26-06-011
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
[Filed February 20, 2026, 11:02 a.m.]

Western Washington University (university) is withdrawing the
preproposal statement of inquiry filed as WSR 22-14-044 on June 28,
2022. This filing considered developing new WAC to establish rules re-
garding a new long-term emergency loan program for students. The uni-
versity is withdrawing this CR-101 because this loan program no longer
exists.

Individuals requiring information on this should contact Dolapo
Akinrinade, Rules Coordinator, Western Washington University, 516 High
Street, Bellingham, WA 98225-9044, phone 360-650-2728, email
dolapo.akinrinade@wwu.edu.

Dolapo Akinrinade
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-06-022
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

(Examining Board of Psychology)
[Filed February 23, 2026, 8:07 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Artificial intelligence (AI) and
other developing technologies in the practice of psychology.

The examining board of psychology (board) is opening chapter
246-924 WAC, Psychologists, to consider amending and possibly creating
new rule sections.

The board will consider establishing rules on how a licensed psy-
chologist or psychological associate may integrate AI or other tech-
nologies into their practice ethically, responsibly, and in a manner
that supports patient health and upholds professional standards. This
may include rules that address: Patient informed consent; patient pri-
vacy; continuing education to support AI literacy; professional re-
sponsibility; and other topics suggested by the board, department of
health, or members of the public.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 18.83.050.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: AT is a fast-developing technology with important
implications for the behavioral health field. This has led the Ameri-
can Psychological Association to publish ethical guidance for the
practice of psychology. Additionally, news outlets have reported both
positive and negative impacts of AI on behavioral health, such as ad-
ministrative efficiencies, improved identification of hospital pa-
tients who would benefit from substance use disorder interventions, AI
psychosis, and failure of large language models to appropriately re-
spond to individuals experiencing crisis or suicidal ideation.

The potential benefits of this evolving technology have led to
many behavioral health providers questioning how to integrate AI into
their practices. To address this issue, the board will research, dis-
cuss, and consider how licensed psychologists and psychological asso-
ciates can use AI and other technologies to assist with the practice
of psychology in Washington state.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Collaborative rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Nancy Delgado, P.0O. Box 47850, Olympia, WA 98504-7850,
phone 360-236-4951, TTY 711, email psychology@doh.wa.gov, website
www.doh.wa.gov.

Additional comments: Interested parties can participate in draft-
ing the proposed rules. The board will be conducting rules workshops
with interested parties and subject matter experts. The board will use
the GovDelivery examining board of psychology list to inform interes-
ted parties of opportunities to provide input on proposed rule lan-
guage.

To subscribe to GovDelivery, please go to https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new. After signing
in, please click open the box labeled "Health Systems Quality Assur-
ance." Next, click open the box labeled "Health Professions" and then
click on "Examining Board of Psychology." You may also check the box
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next to one or more of the other professions listed to receive infor-
mation related to that specific profession.

February 23, 2026
Ryan Quirk, Ph.D., Chair
Examining Board of Psychology

Certified on 3/12/2026 [ 3 ] WSR Issue 26-06 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 26-06 WSR 26-06-035

WSR 26-06-035
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed February 24, 2026, 10:35 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 182-503-0070 Washington ap-
ple health—When coverage begins, 182-504-0005 Washington apple health
—Retroactive certification period, 182-504-0020 Certification periods
for the noninstitutional medically needy program, 182-504-0025 Medi-
care savings program certification periods, 182-511-1100 Apple health
for workers with disabilities (HWD)—Retroactive coverage,
182-512-0150 SSI-related medical—Medically needy (MN) medical eligi-
bility, and 182-519-0110 Spenddown of excess income for the medically
needy program; other related rules as appropriate.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Effective January 1, 2027, federal law (P.L. 119-21,
Section 71112) shortens the retroactive coverage period for federally-
funded medical assistance. The health care authority (agency) 1is
amending its rules to comply with this change in federal law. During
this review, the agency may identify additional related changes that
improve clarity or update policy.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: United States
Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Brian Jensen, Rule-making Questions, P.O. Box 42716, Olym-
pia, WA 98504-2716, phone 360-725-0815, fax 360-586-9727, telecommuni-
cation relay services (TRS) 711, email brian.jensen@hca.wa.gov, web-
site www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking; or Riva Garza, Program Ques-
tions, P.O. Box 42722, Olympia, WA 98504-2722, phone 360-725-1729, fax
360-586-9727, TRS 711, email riva.garza@hca.wa.gov, website
www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking.

February 24, 2026
Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-06-036
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-04—Filed February 24, 2026, 11:38 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of fish and wild-
life (department) is considering amendments to chapter 220-440 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 77.36.030, 77.04.012, 77.12.240, 77.04.055, and 77.12.047.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Based on RCW 34.05.330 (3) (b), the governor directed
the fish and wildlife commission to initiate rule making related to
wolf management by a letter dated January 12, 2024. In response to
Governor Inslee's directive, the department is now considering amend-
ing and clarifying WAC 220-440-020 and 220-440-080.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: United States
Fish and Wildlife Service (USEWS) manages wolves in the federally lis-
ted portion of the state and Washington. The department will advise
and seek input from USFWS on this rule making.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 43200, Olympia, WA 98504, phone
855-925-2801, project code 5171, TTY 1-800-833-6388 or 711, email
2026wolfmanagementcrlO0l@publicinput.com or
rules.coordinator@dfw.wa.gov, website https://engage.wdfw.wa.gov/
2026wolfmanagementcrl0l or https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/regulations/
development.

Additional comments: Assistance for language translation, alter-
nate format, or reasonable accommodation, contact Title VI/ADA compli-
ance coordinator, phone 360-902-2349, TTY 1-800-833-6388 or 711, email
Title6@dfw.wa.gov.

February 24, 2026
Scott Bird
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-06-046
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed February 25, 2026, 10:49 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 16-401 WAC, Nursery in-
spection fees. The department of agriculture (department) is consider-
ing amendments to increase the annual assessment rate on the sale of
fruit tree and related nursery stock.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 15.13.260, 15.13.310, 15.13.370, and 15.14.015.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: To ensure sufficient funding for the fruit tree cer-
tification program, it is necessary to increase the annual assessment
rate on the sale of fruit tree and related nursery stock. The rate was
last increased in 1999. Expenditures have increased over the years,
with them doubling in the last six years. The emergence of little
cherry disease, as well as other required testing, necessitates in-
creasing the assessment rate.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Department staff will discuss
any proposed amendments with affected stakeholders.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Scott Brooks, Plant Services Program Manager, 1111 Washing-
ton Street S.E., Olympia, WA 98504 [98501], phone 360-485-1235, fax
360-902-2094, TTY 800-833-6388 or 711, email sbrooks@agr.wa.gov, web-
site https://agr.wa.gov/services/rulemaking; or Alison Halpern, Acting
Assistant Director, Plant Protection Division, 1111 Washington Street
S.E., Olympia, WA 98504 [98501], phone 360-742-7175, fax 360-902-2094,
TTY 800-833-6388 or 711, email Alison.Halpern@agr.wa.gov, website
https://agr.wa.gov/services/rulemaking.

February 25, 2026
Alison Halpern
Acting Assistant Director
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WSR 26-06-079
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
[Filed March 2, 2026, 11:22 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Special highway uses; special
events within the highway right-of-way.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 47.36.030, 46.61.405(1), 47.24.020(1), and 47.48.020.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Establish a new chapter of Title 468 WAC for special
highway uses; special events within the highway right-of-way. The pur-
pose of this addition is to establish permitting requirements and con-
ditions for special events conducted within a state highway right-of-
way to ensure public safety and minimize disruption to highway opera-
tions.

Process for Developing New Rule: Establish a new chapter of Title
468 WAC for special highway uses. The process has been established for
some time now and this rule would formalize the process. See https://
wsdot.wa.gov/about/contacts/plan-event-state-highway.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Jessi Henderson, phone 360-705-7289, email
jessi.henderson@wsdot.wa.gov, website https://wsdot.wa.gov/about/
contacts/plan-event-state-highway.

March 2, 2026
Sam Wilson, Director
Business Support Services
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WSR 26-06-081
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
[Filed March 2, 2026, 11:32 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Event signs, banners, and deco-
rations.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 47.36.030(3), 47.42.020(10), and 47.24.020(3) .

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Reestablish/revise repealed WAC 468-95-148 and up-
date into a new chapter of Title 468 WAC. Pursuant to RCW 47.36.030(3)
and 47.42.020(10), the department of transportation (department) may
permit signs, banners, or decorations visible to state highways that
promote a local agency sponsored event in accordance with the applica-
ble following criteria. For city streets that are also part of the
state highway system under chapter 47.24 RCW, cities are responsible
for approving signs, banners, and decorations located greater than 20
feet above the roadway surface.

Process for Developing New Rule: Reestablish/revise WAC
468-95-148 in a new chapter of Title 468 WAC. This process was previ-
ously established under WAC 468-95-148. This rule would reestablish
the requirements for banner placements on state highways as outlined
in RCW 47.36.030(3) and 47.42.020(10), and the department Traffic Man-
ual, section 7-8.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Jessi Henderson, phone 360-705-7289, email
Jjessi.henderson@wsdot.wa.gov.

March 2, 2026
Sam Wilson, Director
Business Support Services
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WSR 26-06-088
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Filed March 3, 2026, 4:27 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Self-insurance; chapter 296-15
WAC, Workers' compensation self-insurance rules and regulations; and
WAC 296-15-223 Self-insurance administrative assessment.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 51.44.145 and 51.44.150.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The purpose of this rule making is to create addi-
tional means of calculating administrative assessments for active
self-insured employers, and in doing so, facilitate fair and equitable
funding for current and future self-insurance projects.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.
Process for Developing New Rule: Parties interested in these

rules may contact the individual listed below. The public may also
participate by commenting after amendments are proposed by providing
written comments and/or testimony during the public hearing and com-
ment process. Public hearings will be held after the proposed language
is filed.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Starla Treznoski, Department of Labor and Industries (L&I),
Insurance Services, Self-Insurance, P.0O. Box 44890, Olympia, WA
98504-4890, phone 360-902-5668, fax 360-902-6977, email
Starla.Treznoski@Lni.wa.gov; or Brad Gunderson, L&I, Insurance Serv-
ices, Self-Insurance, P.O. Box 44890, Olympia, WA 98504-4890, phone
360-902-6904, fax 360-902-6977, email Bradley.Gunderson@Lni.wa.gov.

Additional comments: For more information on L&I rule making,
visit the rule-making activity web page at https://www.lni.wa.gov/
rulemaking-activity/.

March 3, 2026
Joel Sacks
Director
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WSR 26-06-089
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
[Filed March 4, 2026, 7:43 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 458-40-660 Timber excise tax
—Stumpage value tables—Stumpage value adjustments.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 84.33.096, 82.32.300, 82.01.060(2), and 84.33.0091.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: RCW 84.33.091 requires the department of revenue
(department) to revise the stumpage value tables every six months. The
department establishes stumpage value tables to apprise timber har-
vesters of the timber values used to calculate the timber excise tax.
The department anticipates amending WAC 458-40-660 to provide wvalua-
tions for the second half of 2026.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Although the
United States Forest Service and Washington state department of natu-
ral resources both regulate forest practices, neither is involved in
valuation for taxation purposes. The nontax processes and definitions
are coordinated with these agencies to avoid conflict, but it is not
necessary to involve them in the valuation revisions provided in this
rule.

Process for Developing New Rule: Parties interested in this rule
making may contact the individual listed below. The public may also
participate by providing written comments throughout this rule making
or giving oral testimony at the public meeting or public hearing.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Tiffany Do, 6400 Linderson Way S.W., P.O. Box 47453, Tumwa-
ter, WA 98504, phone 360-534-1558, fax 360-534-1606, TTY 800-833-6384,
email TiffanyD@dor.wa.gov.

Additional comments: A preliminary draft of possible rule changes
will be available upon request shortly before the public meeting.
Written comments may be submitted by email and should be directed to
Tiffany Do using one of the contact methods above. Written and oral
comments will be accepted at the public meeting on April 21, 2026, at
1:00 p.m., via telephonic/internet meeting only. Contact
TiffanyD@dor.wa.gov for dial-in/login information.

March 4, 2026
Perry Stern
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-06-094
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING
[Filed March 4, 2026, 11:13 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Establishing rules governing in-
telligent speed assistance (ISA) devices to implement ESHB 1596, con-
cerning accountability for persons for speeding.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 46.01.110 Rule-making authority and ESHB 1596.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: ESHB 1596 provides the department of licensing (DOL)
rule-making authority regarding the usage of ISA devices. These rules
will establish requirements, eligibility criteria and application pro-
cesses, and licensing terms concerning ISA devices.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: DOL intends to
coordinate with other state agencies, including the administrative of-
fice of the courts and the Washington state patrol.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Ellis Starrett, 1125 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA
98504 [98501], phone 360-902-3846, email rulescoordinator@dol.wa.gov,
website dol.wa.gov/about/rulemaking-activity.

March 4, 2026
Kelsey Stone
Legislative Policy Analyst
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