
WSR 26-15-002
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-121—Filed July 2, 2026, 8:06 a.m., effective July 6, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: July 6, 2026.
Purpose: The purpose of this rule making is to provide for treaty 

Indian fishing opportunity in the Columbia River while protecting sal-
mon listed as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). This rule making implements federal court orders governing 
Washington's relationship with treaty Indian tribes and federal law 
governing Washington's relationship with Oregon.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 
220-359-02000L; and amending WAC 220-359-020.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Other Authority: United States v. Oregon, Civil No. 68-513-KI (D. 
Or.), Order Adopting 2018-2027 United States v. Oregon Management 
Agreement (February 26, 2018) (Doc. No. 2607-1). Northwest Gillnetters 
Ass'n v. Sandison, 95 Wn.2d 638, 628 P.2d 800 (1981); Washington fish 
and wildlife commission policies concerning Columbia River fisheries; 
40 Stat. 515 (Columbia River Compact).

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This rule sets an additional Zone 6 
summer season treaty commercial gillnet fishery and maintains previ-
ously adopted treaty fisheries which allows for treaty commercial 
sales to nontreaty buyers in 2026. This rule is consistent with ac-
tions of the Columbia River Compact on June 10 and July 1, 2026. Con-
forms state rules with tribal rules. The general public welfare is 
protected with the immediate opening of nontreaty buyers purchasing 
fish from treaty fisheries. This harvest opportunity allows for tribal 
use of and public access to the resource as well as the maintenance of 
sustainable fish populations. There is insufficient time to adopt per-
manent regulations.

The Yakama, Warm Springs, Umatilla, and Nez Perce Indian tribes 
have treaty fishing rights in the Columbia River and inherent sover-
eign authority to regulate their fisheries. Washington and Oregon also 
have some authority to regulate fishing by treaty Indians in the Co-
lumbia River, authority that the states exercise jointly under the 
congressionally ratified Columbia River Compact. Sohappy v. Smith, 302 
F. Supp. 899 (D. Or. 1969). The tribes and the states adopt parallel 
regulations for treaty Indian fisheries under the supervision of the 
federal courts. A court order sets the current parameters. United 
States v. Oregon, Civil No. 68-513-KI (D. Or.), Order Adopting 
2018-2027 United States v. Oregon Management Agreement (February 26, 
2018) (Doc. No. 2607-1). Some salmon and steelhead stocks in the Co-
lumbia River are listed as threatened or endangered under ESA. On Feb-
ruary 23, 2018, the National Marine Fisheries Service issued a biolog-
ical opinion under 16 U.S.C. § 1536 that allows for some incidental 
take of these species in the fisheries as described in the 2018-2027 
U.S. v. Oregon Management Agreement.
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Columbia River fisheries are monitored very closely to ensure 
consistency with court orders and ESA guidelines. Because conditions 
change rapidly, the fisheries are managed almost exclusively by emer-
gency rule. As required by court order, the Washington (WDFW) and Ore-
gon (ODFW) departments of fish and wildlife convene public hearings 
and invite tribal participation when considering proposals for new 
emergency rules affecting treaty fishing rights. Sohappy, 302 F. Supp. 
at 912. WDFW and ODFW then adopt regulations reflecting agreements 
reached.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 1, Amended 0, Repealed 1; Federal Rules or Standards: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 2, 2026.
Amy H. Windrope

for Kelly Susewind
Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-359-02000M  Columbia River salmon seasons above Bonne-

ville Dam.  Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-359-010, WAC 
220-359-020, WAC 220-359-030, and WAC 220-359-090, effective July 6 
through July 31, 2026, it is unlawful for a person to take or possess 
salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, shad, carp, catfish, walleye, bass, or 
yellow perch taken for commercial purposes in Columbia River Salmon 
Management and Catch Reporting Areas (SMRCA) 1E, 1F, 1G, and 1H. How-
ever, those individuals possessing treaty fishing rights under the Ya-
kima, Warm Springs, Umatilla, and Nez Perce treaties may fish for sal-
mon, steelhead, sturgeon, carp, catfish, walleye, bass, yellow perch, 
or northern pikeminnow under the provisions in this section:

(1) Open Areas: SMCRA 1F, 1G, 1H (Zone 6)
(a) Season: 6:00 AM July 6 through 6:00 PM July 8, 2026.
(b) Gear: Set and Drift Gill nets with a minimum 7-inch mesh size 

restriction.
(c) Allowable sale: Salmon (any species), steelhead, shad, yellow 

perch, bass, walleye, catfish and carp may be sold or retained for 
subsistence. Sturgeon may not be sold, but sturgeon from 38 to 54 in-
ches fork length in the Bonneville Pool and sturgeon from 43 to 54 in-
ches fork length in The Dalles and John Day Pools and may be kept for 
subsistence purposes.

(d) Standard river mouth and dam closed areas applicable to gill-
net gear, except the Spring Creek Hatchery sanctuary is not in effect 
during the summer management period.
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(2) Open Areas: SMCRA 1F, 1G, 1H (Zone 6)
(a) Season: Immediately through 11:59 PM July 31, 2026.
(b) Gear: Hoop nets/bag nets, dip nets, and rod and reel with 

hook and line.
(c) Allowable sale: Salmon (any species) and steelhead may be 

sold or kept for subsistence. Shad, yellow perch, bass, walleye, cat-
fish and carp may also be sold or retained for subsistence. Sturgeon 
may not be sold, but sturgeon from 38 to 54 inches fork length in the 
Bonneville Pool and sturgeon from 43 to 54 inches fork length in The 
Dalles and John Day Pools and may be kept for subsistence purposes.

(d) Standard river mouth and dam sanctuary closures remain in 
place for this gear.

(3) Open Areas: Wind River, Drano Lake, and Klickitat River.
(a) Season: Immediately through 11:59 PM July 31, 2026, and only 

during those days and hours when the areas are open under lawfully 
enacted Yakama Nation tribal subsistence fishery regulations for en-
rolled Yakama Nation members.

(b) Gear: Hoop Nets/Bag Nets, Dip Nets, and Rod and reel with 
hook and Line. Gillnets may only be used in Drano Lake.

(c) Allowable sales: Salmon (any species), steelhead, shad, carp, 
catfish, walleye, bass, and yellow perch. Sturgeon from 38 to 54 in-
ches fork length in the Bonneville Pool may be kept for subsistence.

(4) Open Areas: SMCRA 1E (area defined in tribal/state MOUs/MOAs)
(a) Season: Immediately through 11:59 PM July 31, 2026. Only dur-

ing days and times opened under tribal rules.
(b) Gear: Hook and line and/or platform gear identified in tribal 

rules.
(c) Allowable sale: Salmon (any species), steelhead, shad, yellow 

perch, bass, walleye, catfish and carp may be sold or retained for 
subsistence. Sturgeon may not be retained in fisheries downstream of 
Bonneville Dam. Sales of fish are not authorized on COE property down-
stream of Bonneville Dam. Fish must be transported elsewhere for sale.

(5) Fish caught during the open period may be sold after the pe-
riod concludes.

(6) 24-hour quick reporting is required for Washington wholesale 
dealers for all areas as provided in WAC 220-352-315, except that all 
landings from treaty fisheries described above must be reported within 
24-hours of completing the fish ticket (not 24-hours after the period 
concludes).

Reviser's note: The spelling errors in the above section occurred in the copy filed by the agency 
and appear in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administration Code is 

repealed, effective July 6, 2026:
WAC 220-359-02000L Columbia River salmon seasons above 

Bonneville Dam. (26-104)
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WSR 26-15-008
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-122—Filed July 2, 2026, 2:36 p.m., effective July 2, 2026, 2:36 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: This emergency rule closes commercial nonspot shrimp 

harvest in Region 1B on July 5, 2026, due to projected attainment of 
the share.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 
220-340-52500C; and amending WAC 220-340-525.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This emergency rule is necessary to 
stay within the agreed-to quota in Region 1B accessible to Puget Sound 
shrimp pot licenses. Permanent rules regulating state commercial 
shrimp harvest in Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de Fuca require 
adoption of harvest seasons contained in this emergency rule.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 2, 2026.
Amy H. Windrope

for Kelly Susewind
Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-340-52500D  Commercial nonspot shrimp pot fishery—Puget 

Sound.  Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-340-525, effective 
immediately, until further notice, it is unlawful to fish for nonspot 
shrimp for commercial purposes using pot gear in Puget Sound except as 
provided for in this section:

(1) Pot gear and area:
All buoys fished on a single vessel must be marked with the 

unique numeric buoy brand issued to them by the department and pref-
aced by fishery specific designation:
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(A) Buoy brands on buoys attached to nonspot shrimp gear deployed 
by Puget Sound shrimp pot license holders or operators must be pref-
aced with an "N" (i.e. "N-0000").

(B) Buoy brands on buoys attached to nonspot shrimp gear deployed 
by Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot license holders or operators must be 
prefaced with an "M" (i.e. "M-0000").

(2) Nonspot shrimp pot harvest seasons and accounting periods:
(a) Nonspot shrimp harvest pot open periods and areas for Puget 

Sound Shrimp Pot license holders and operators:
Geographical Management Unit
(WAC 220-320-140; WAC 220-320-120) Open Period
Subregion 1A Open immediately, until further notice.
Subregion 1B Open immediately, through July 5, 2026.
Subregion 1C Closed
Region 2E Closed
Region 2W Open immediately, until further notice.
Region 3, not including Discovery Bay Shrimp District Open immediately, until further notice.
Discovery Bay Shrimp District Open immediately, until further notice.
Region 4 Closed
Region 5 Closed
Region 6 Closed

(i) Nonspot shrimp catch accounting periods:
 Period 

Number Start Date End Date
 

 1 5/1/2026 5/12/2026  
 2 5/13/2026 5/26/2026  
 3 5/27/2026 6/9/2026  
 4 6/10/2026 6/23/2026  
 5 6/24/2026 7/7/2026  
 6 7/8/2026 7/21/2026  
 7 7/22/2026 8/4/2026  
 8 8/5/2026 8/18/2026  
 9 8/19/2026 9/1/2026  
 10 9/2/2026 9/15/2026  
 11 9/16/2026 9/29/2026  
 12 09/30/2026 10/15/2026  

(ii) The nonspot shrimp catch accounting periods begin one hour 
before official sunrise and end one hour after official sunset on the 
date listed.

(iii) It is unlawful for Puget Sound Shrimp Pot license holders 
or operators total harvest of nonspot shrimp to exceed 1,400 pounds 
per non-spot shrimp catch accounting period from subregions 1B, 1C, 
and Region 2E combined during catch accounting periods 1 through 12.

(iv) There is no weekly harvest limit of non-spot shrimp from 
Subregion 1A, Region 2W, Region 3, or the Discovery Bay Shrimp Dis-
trict.

(b) Nonspot shrimp harvest multigear open periods for Puget Sound 
Nonspot Shrimp Pot license holders:
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Geographical Management Unit
(WAC 220-301-040; WAC 220-320-140(3); WAC 220-320-120) Open Period
The portion of MFSF Catch Areas 22A and 21A in Subregion 1B. Open immediately, until further notice.
The portion of MFSF Catch Area 20B within Subregion 1B Open immediately, until further notice.
The portion of MFSF Catch Area 20A within Subregion 1C Open immediately, until further notice.
Subarea 23A East, MFSF Catch Areas 23B, and MFSF Catch Area 
25A outside of the Discovery Bay Shrimp District.

Open immediately, until further notice.

Subarea 23A West Open immediately, until further notice.
MFSF Catch Area 23C Open immediately, until further notice.
MFSF Catch Area 29 Open immediately, until further notice.

(i) The first nonspot shrimp multigear catch accounting period:
(A) Runs from one hour before official sunrise May 1, through one 

hour after official sunset August 4, 2026.
(B) It is unlawful for the combined total harvest of a Puget 

Sound Nonspot Shrimp Pot license holders or operators during the first 
nonspot shrimp multigear catch accounting period to have exceeded 
9,960 pounds of nonpink shrimp (Pandalus danae, P. hypsinotus, P. go­
niurus, and P. dispar) per license from all Geographical Management 
Units within Region 1 combined.

(ii) Nonspot shrimp harvest by Puget Sound Nonspot Shrimp Pot li-
cense holders in Region 3 is limited to pink shrimp (P. jordani and P. 
eous borealis). Other species of the nonspot species complex may not 
be retained in Region 3.

(c) Nonspot shrimp harvested from different geographical manage-
ment units on the same day must be kept physically separate and la-
beled with the MFSF Catch Area they were harvested from.

REPEALER
The following section of Washington Administrative Code is re-

pealed, effective immediately:
WAC 220-340-52500C Commercial nonspot shrimp pot fishery—

Puget Sound. (26-118)
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WSR 26-15-015
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-123—Filed July 6, 2026, 3:16 p.m., effective July 7, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: July 7, 2026.
Purpose: This emergency rule sets temporary fishing closures in a 

portion of Skagit River.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 

220-312-04000E; and amending WAC 220-312-040.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 

77.12.045, and 77.12.047.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This rule is necessary to set temporary 
fishing closures in a portion of Skagit River to avoid gear conflicts 
during scheduled treaty fisheries. Outside of these temporary clo-
sures, this rule maintains previously announced sockeye salmon fisher-
ies. There is insufficient time to adopt permanent rules.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 6, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-312-04000F  Freshwater exceptions to statewide rules—Pu-

get Sound.  Effective July 7, through July 31, 2026, the following 
provisions of WAC 220-312-040 and 220-220-160 regarding salmon sea-
sons, game fish seasons, and Dolly Varden/bull trout rules for the 
Skagit River from the Highway 536 Bridge (Memorial Highway Bridge) in 
Mount Vernon to the Baker River shall be modified as described in this 
section. All other provisions of WAC 220-312-040 and 220-220-160 not 
addressed in this section, or unless otherwise amended by emergency 
rule remain in effect:

(1) From the Highway 536 Bridge (Memorial Highway Bridge) in 
Mount Vernon to Gilligan Creek:
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(a) Salmon:
(i) Daily limit 4. Release all salmon other than sockeye.
(ii) Night Closure in effect.
(iii) Two-pole fishing is allowed with Two-pole endorsement.
(iv) Selective gear rules not in effect for salmon.
(b) Dolly Varden/bull trout: Release Dolly Varden/bull trout.
(2) From Gilligan Creek to the Dalles Bridge in Concrete:
(a) July 7 through July 8: All species closed.
(b) July 9 through July 12:
(i) Salmon:
(A) Daily limit 4. Release all salmon other than sockeye.
(B) Night Closure in effect.
(C) Two-pole fishing is allowed with Two-pole endorsement.
(D) Selective gear rules not in effect for salmon.
(ii) Dolly Varden/bull trout: Release Dolly Varden/bull trout.
(c) July 13 through 15: All species closed.
(d) July 16 through July 31:
(i) Salmon:
(A) Daily limit 4. Release all salmon other than sockeye.
(B) Night Closure in effect.
(C) Two-pole fishing is allowed with Two-pole endorsement.
(D) Selective gear rules not in effect for salmon.
(ii) Dolly Varden/bull trout: Release Dolly Varden/bull trout.
(3) From the Dalles Bridge in Concrete to the Baker River:
(a) July 7 through July 8: All species closed.
(b) July 13 through July 15: All species closed.

REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administrative Code is 

repealed, effective July 7, 2026:
WAC 220-312-04000E Freshwater exceptions to statewide 

rules—Puget Sound. (26-104)
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WSR 26-15-033
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-125—Filed July 7, 2026, 2:38 p.m., effective July 9, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: July 9, 2026.
Purpose: This emergency rule opens an Entiat River recreational 

salmon season.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 

220-312-050.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 

77.12.045, and 77.12.047.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This rule is also needed to open the 
Entiat River recreational Chinook seasons. On July 6, 2026, the U.S. 
v. Oregon technical advisory committee downgraded the Columbia River 
summer Chinook run size to 38,600. This downgrade also decreased the 
recreational harvest allocation to the point of being unfeasible to 
open a mainstem Columbia River fishery. While the harvest allocation 
is insufficient to offer mainstem fishing opportunities, the depart-
ment of fish and wildlife can open the Entiat River which typically 
harvests between 100-400 fish. This fishery also has a conservation 
benefit of removing hatchery-origin summer Chinook from the spawning 
grounds to reduce impacts to Endangered Species Act-listed spring Chi-
nook.

There is insufficient time to adopt permanent rules.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 7, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-312-05000U  Exceptions to statewide rules—Eastside.  Ef-

fective July 9, 2026, until further notice, the following provisions 
of WAC 220-312-050 regarding Entiat River recreational salmon seasons 
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shall be modified as described in this section. All other provisions 
of WAC 220-312-050 not addressed in this section, unless otherwise 
amended by emergency rule, remain in effect:

Entiat River (Chelan County); from mouth (railroad bridge) to Mad 
River Road Bridge (near Ardenvoir):

(a) Daily limit 6 salmon. Release all salmon other than Chinook.
(b) Night closure in effect.
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WSR 26-15-035
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-124—Filed July 7, 2026, 4:00 p.m., effective July 7, 2026, 4:00 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: This emergency rule closes recreational salmon fishing 

in the Tulalip Terminal area of Catch Record Card Area 8-2.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 

220-313-060.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 

77.12.045, and 77.12.047.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This emergency rule is necessary to 
close salmon fishing in Catch Record Card Area 8-2 Tulalip terminal 
area. Preliminary estimates indicate the area harvest quota of 600 
Chinook has been reached. There is insufficient time to adopt perma-
nent rules

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 7, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-313-06000N  Puget Sound salmon—Saltwater seasons and 

daily limits.  Effective immediately, through September 7, 2026, sal-
mon rules for Catch Record Card Area 8-2 Tulalip Terminal Area shall 
be modified as described in this section. All other provisions of WAC 
220-313-060 not addressed in this section, or unless otherwise amended 
by emergency rule, remain in effect:

Catch Record Card Area 8-2; the Tulalip Terminal Area:
(a) Tulalip Terminal Area is defined as: Waters west of Tulalip 

Bay and within 2,000 feet of shore from the pilings at Old Bower's Re-
sort to a fishing boundary marker approximately 1.4 miles northwest of 

Washington State Register, Issue 26-15 WSR 26-15-035

Certified on 7/30/2026 [ 11 ] WSR Issue 26-15 - Emergency



Hermosa Point and not including waters east of a line drawn from Mis-
sion Point to Hermosa Point.

(b) Salmon: Closed.
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WSR 26-15-036
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-126—Filed July 7, 2026, 4:04 p.m., effective July 7, 2026, 4:04 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: This emergency rule extends a temporary fishing closure 

in a portion of Skagit River.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 

220-312-04000F; and amending WAC 220-312-040.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 

77.12.045, and 77.12.047.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This rule is necessary to extend the 
temporary fishing closure in a portion of the lower Skagit River orig-
inally announced for July 7 and 8 to run until 12:30 p.m., July 9 due 
to an extension of the treaty fishery. Temporary closures are necessa-
ry in this area to avoid gear conflicts during scheduled treaty fish-
eries. This rule also maintains a previously announced temporary clo-
sure July 13 through 15, and previously announced sockeye salmon fish-
eries outside of these temporary closures. There is insufficient time 
to adopt permanent rules.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 7, 2026.
Kelly Susewind

Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-312-04000G  Freshwater exceptions to statewide rules—Pu-

get Sound.  Effective immediately, through July 31, 2026, the follow-
ing provisions of WAC 220-312-040 and 220-220-160 regarding salmon 
seasons, game fish seasons, and Dolly Varden/bull trout rules for the 
Skagit River from the Highway 536 Bridge (Memorial Highway Bridge) in 
Mount Vernon to the Baker River shall be modified as described in this 
section. All other provisions of WAC 220-312-040 and 220-220-160 not 
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addressed in this section, or unless otherwise amended by emergency 
rule remain in effect:

(1) From the Highway 536 Bridge (Memorial Highway Bridge) in 
Mount Vernon to Gilligan Creek:

(a) Salmon:
(i) Daily limit 4. Release all salmon other than sockeye.
(ii) Night Closure in effect.
(iii) Two-pole fishing is allowed with Two-pole endorsement.
(iv) Selective gear rules not in effect for salmon.
(b) Dolly Varden/bull trout: Release Dolly Varden/bull trout.
(2) From Gilligan Creek to the Dalles Bridge in Concrete:
(a) July 7 through 12:29 p.m. July 9: All species closed.
(b) 12:30 p.m. July 9 through July 12:
(i) Salmon:
(A) Daily limit 4. Release all salmon other than sockeye.
(B) Night Closure in effect.
(C) Two-pole fishing is allowed with Two-pole endorsement.
(D) Selective gear rules not in effect for salmon.
(ii) Dolly Varden/bull trout: Release Dolly Varden/bull trout.
(c) July 13 through 15: All species closed.
(d) July 16 through July 31:
(i) Salmon:
(A) Daily limit 4. Release all salmon other than sockeye.
(B) Night Closure in effect.
(C) Two-pole fishing is allowed with Two-pole endorsement.
(D) Selective gear rules not in effect for salmon.
(ii) Dolly Varden/bull trout: Release Dolly Varden/bull trout.
(3) From the Dalles Bridge in Concrete to the Baker River:
(a) July 7 through July 12:29 p.m. July 9: All species closed.
(b) July 13 through July 15: All species closed.
Reviser's note: The typographical error in the above section occurred in the copy filed by the 

agency and appears in the Register pursuant to the requirements of RCW 34.08.040.

REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administrative Code is 

repealed, effective immediately:
WAC 220-312-04000F Freshwater exceptions to statewide 

rules—Puget Sound. (26-123)
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WSR 26-15-085
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-129—Filed July 16, 2026, 2:50 p.m., effective July 16, 2026, 2:50 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: WAC 220-340-52000W opens Region 5 to harvest by Puget 

Sound shrimp pot license holders and to commercial clean up of spot 
shrimp effective immediately.

WAC 220-340-52500E closes Subregion 1A on July 17, 2026, to har-
vest by Puget Sound shrimp pot license holders due to the projected 
attainment of share.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Repealing WAC 
220-340-52000V and 220-340-52500D; and amending WAC 220-340-520 and 
220-340-525.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This emergency rule is necessary to 
stay within the agreed-to quota in Subregion 1A accessible to Puget 
Sound shrimp pot licenses. Additionally, this rule opens Region 5 to 
allow for the clean up of remaining state spot share after the culmi-
nation of recreational spot shrimp fisheries. Permanent rules regulat-
ing state commercial shrimp harvest in Puget Sound and the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca require adoption of harvest seasons contained in this 
emergency rule.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 2, 
Amended 0, Repealed 2.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 16, 2026.
Amy H. Windrope

 for Kelly Susewind
Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-340-52000W  Commercial spot shrimp pot fishery—Puget 

Sound.  Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-340-520, effective 
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immediately, until further notice, it is unlawful to fish for spot 
shrimp for commercial purposes using pot gear in Puget Sound except as 
provided for in this section:

Spot shrimp pot harvest seasons and accounting periods:
(a) Spot shrimp harvest open periods:

Geographical Management Unit
(WAC 220-320-140; WAC 220-320-120) Open Period
Subregion 1A Closed.
Subregion 1B Closed.
Subregion 1C Closed.
Region 2E Closed.
Region 2W Closed
Subarea 23A-E Open immediately, until further notice.
Subarea 23A-W Open immediately, until further notice.
Subarea 23A-C and Marine Fish-Shellfish (MFSF) Catch Area 23B Open immediately, until further notice.
Subarea 23A-S and MFSF Catch Area 23D Open immediately, until further notice.
MFSF (Marine Fish-Shellfish) Catch Area 23C Open immediately, until further notice.
MFSF Catch Area 25A, excluding the Discovery Bay Shrimp District Open immediately, until further notice.
Discovery Bay Shrimp District Closed.
MFSF Catch Area 29 (Straits - Neah Bay) Open immediately, until further notice.
Subarea 26B-1 and MFSF Catch Area 26C Closed.
Subarea 26B-2 Closed.
Region 5 Open immediately, until further notice.
MFSF Catch Area 26D Closed.
MFSF Catch Areas 28A, 28B, 28C, and 28D Closed.

(b) The first spot shrimp catch accounting period:
(i) Runs from one hour before official sunrise May 1, through one 

hour after official sunset August 4, 2026.
(ii) It is unlawful for the combined total harvest during the 

first spot shrimp accounting period to exceed 5,200 pounds of spot 
shrimp per license from all Geographical Management Units combined, 
except for MFSF Catch Area 29. Catch from MFSF Catch Area 29 does not 
contribute towards a license's catch accounting period harvest limit.

(c) Spot shrimp harvested from different geographical management 
units (as noted in subsection (a)) on the same day must be kept physi-
cally separate and labeled with the MFSF Catch Area of harvest.

(d) It is lawful to possess deactivated non-spot shrimp pots on-
board a commercial vessel that is listed on a Puget Sound shrimp pot 
license while fishing for spot shrimp. A deactivated pot is un-baited, 
has the drawstring or door fastened open, and/or is unable to be read-
ily fished.

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-340-52500E  Commercial nonspot shrimp pot fishery—Puget 

Sound.  Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-340-520, effective 
immediately, until further notice, it is unlawful to fish for nonspot 
shrimp for commercial purposes using pot gear in Puget Sound except as 
provided for in this section:

Washington State Register, Issue 26-15 WSR 26-15-085

Certified on 7/30/2026 [ 16 ] WSR Issue 26-15 - Emergency



(1) Pot gear and area:
All buoys fished on a single vessel must be marked with the 

unique numeric buoy brand issued to them by the department and pref-
aced by fishery specific designation:

(a) Buoy brands on buoys attached to nonspot shrimp gear deployed 
by Puget Sound shrimp pot license holders or operators must be pref-
aced with an "N" (i.e. "N-0000").

(b) Buoy brands on buoys attached to nonspot shrimp gear deployed 
by Puget Sound nonspot shrimp pot license holders or operators must be 
prefaced with an "M" (i.e. "M-0000").

(2) Nonspot shrimp pot harvest seasons and accounting periods:
(a) Nonspot shrimp harvest pot open periods and areas for Puget 

Sound Shrimp Pot license holders and operators:
Geographical Management Unit
(WAC 220-320-140; WAC 220-320-120) Open Period
Subregion 1A Open immediately, through July 17, 2026.
Subregion 1B Closed
Subregion 1C Closed
Region 2E Closed
Region 2W Open immediately, until further notice.
Region 3, not including Discovery Bay Shrimp District Open immediately, until further notice.
Discovery Bay Shrimp District Open immediately, until further notice.
Region 4 Closed
Region 5 Closed
Region 6 Closed

(i) Nonspot shrimp catch accounting periods:
 Period 

Number Start Date End Date
 

 1 5/1/2026 5/12/2026  
 2 5/13/2026 5/26/2026  
 3 5/27/2026 6/9/2026  
 4 6/10/2026 6/23/2026  
 5 6/24/2026 7/7/2026  
 6 7/8/2026 7/21/2026  
 7 7/22/2026 8/4/2026  
 8 8/5/2026 8/18/2026  
 9 8/19/2026 9/1/2026  
 10 9/2/2026 9/15/2026  
 11 9/16/2026 9/29/2026  
 12 09/30/2026 10/15/2026  

(ii) The nonspot shrimp catch accounting periods begin one hour 
before official sunrise and end one hour after official sunset on the 
date listed.

(iii) It is unlawful for Puget Sound Shrimp Pot license holders 
or operators total harvest of nonspot shrimp to exceed 1,400 pounds 
per non-spot shrimp catch accounting period from subregions 1B, 1C, 
and Region 2E combined during catch accounting periods 1 through 12.

(iv) There is no weekly harvest limit of non-spot shrimp from 
Subregion 1A, Region 2W, Region 3, or the Discovery Bay Shrimp Dis-
trict.
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(b) Nonspot shrimp harvest multigear open periods for Puget Sound 
Nonspot Shrimp Pot license holders:

Geographical Management Unit
(WAC 220-301-040; WAC 220-320-140(3); WAC 220-320-120) Open Period
The portion of MFSF Catch Areas 22A and 21A in Subregion 1B. Open immediately, until further notice.
The portion of MFSF Catch Area 20B within Subregion 1B Open immediately, until further notice.
The portion of MFSF Catch Area 20A within Subregion 1C Open immediately, until further notice.
Subarea 23A East, MFSF Catch Areas 23B, and MFSF Catch Area 
25A outside of the Discovery Bay Shrimp District.

Open immediately, until further notice.

Subarea 23A West Open immediately, until further notice.
MFSF Catch Area 23C Open immediately, until further notice.
MFSF Catch Area 29 Open immediately, until further notice.

(i) The first nonspot shrimp multigear catch accounting period:
(A) Runs from one hour before official sunrise May 1, through one 

hour after official sunset August 4, 2026.
(B) It is unlawful for the combined total harvest of a Puget 

Sound Nonspot Shrimp Pot license holders or operators during the first 
nonspot shrimp multigear catch accounting period to have exceeded 
9,960 pounds of nonpink shrimp (Pandalus danae, P. hypsinotus, P. go­
niurus, and P. dispar) per license from all Geographical Management 
Units within Region 1 combined.

(ii) Nonspot shrimp harvest by Puget Sound Nonspot Shrimp Pot li-
cense holders in Region 3 is limited to pink shrimp (P. jordani and P. 
eous borealis). Other species of the nonspot species complex may not 
be retained in Region 3.

(c) Nonspot shrimp harvested from different geographical manage-
ment units on the same day must be kept physically separate and la-
beled with the MFSF Catch Area they were harvested from.

REPEALER
The following sections of Washington Administrative Code are re-

pealed, effective immediately:
WAC 220-340-52000V Commercial spot shrimp pot fishery—

Puget Sound. (26-115)
WAC 220-340-52500D Commercial nonspot shrimp pot fishery—

Puget Sound. (26-122)
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WSR 26-15-087
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Order 26-128—Filed July 16, 2026, 3:55 p.m., effective July 18, 2028 [2026]]

Effective Date of Rule: July 18, 2028 [2026].
Purpose: This emergency rule opens salmon fishing in Catch Record 

Card Area 5 daily and allows retention of up to two hatchery Chinook.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 

220-313-060.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 

77.12.045, and 77.12.047.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: This emergency rule is necessary to 
modify salmon seasons in Catch Record Card Area 5. Catch estimates for 
the Marine Area 5 Chinook fishery indicate the fishery has reached 15 
percent of the total legal-sized encounters limit (657 of 4,323), 
through July 11. Based on estimates to date, sufficient total legal-
size encounters remain under fishery guidelines to allow the fishery 
to open seven days per week and allow retention of up to two hatchery 
Chinook per day. The department of fish and wildlife arrived at this 
decision in consultation with the Puget Sound sportfishing advisory 
group and representatives of the Sekiu fishing community. There is in-
sufficient time to adopt permanent rules.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 16, 2026.
Amy H. Windrope

 for Kelly Susewind
Director

NEW SECTION
WAC 220-313-06000P  Puget Sound salmon—Saltwater seasons and 

daily limits.  Effective July 18 through July 31, 2026, salmon rules 
for Catch Record Card Area 5 shall be modified as described in this 
section. All other provisions of WAC 220-313-060 not addressed in this 
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section, or unless otherwise amended by emergency rule, remain in ef-
fect: 

Catch Record Card Area 5: 
(a) Salmon open daily.
(b) Daily limit 2 salmon. Release chum, sockeye, wild coho, and 

wild Chinook.
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WSR 26-15-088
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES
[Filed July 17, 2026, 9:14 a.m., effective July 18, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: July 18, 2026.
Purpose: The department of children, youth, and families, licens-

ing division is amending WAC 110-300-0025 Certified and exempt pro-
grams, based on SSB 5545, relating to modifying provisions regarding 
family home providers overseen and certified by a federal military 
service.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
110-300-0025.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: SSB 5545, chapter 43.216 RCW.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: These rule amendments are needed to 
comply with SSB 5545. This is the fourth emergency filing for this 
rule making. The previous emergencies were filed under WSR 25-16-014, 
25-24-018, and 26-08-014.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 17, 2026.
Brenda Villarreal
Rules Coordinator

RDS-6550.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-15-001, filed 7/5/18, effective 
7/5/18)

WAC 110-300-0025  Certified and exempt programs.  (1) The depart-
ment must not license a child care program that is legally exempt from 
licensing per RCW 43.216.010(2). However, if a child care program re-
quests to become certified by the department, the department shall ap-
ply all licensing rules to the otherwise exempt program. In such a 
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case, the department shall apply licensing rules equally to licensed 
and certified child care programs.

(2) The department may certify an otherwise exempt child care 
program for subsidy payment without further inspection if the program 
is:

(a) Licensed by an Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized 
community of Indians, including an Alaska native village as defined in 
43 U.S.C. Sec. 1602(c), recognized as eligible for services by the 
United States Secretary of the Interior;

(b) Certified by the federal Department of Defense; or
(c) Approved by the office of superintendent of public instruc-

tion (OSPI).
(3) A child care program exempt from licensing pursuant to RCW 

43.216.010(2) must use the department's form to submit their exempt 
status.

(4) A child care program requesting certification must be located 
on the premises over which the tribe, federal Department of Defense, 
or OSPI has jurisdiction.

(5) Family home child care providers located in the surrounding 
metropolitan area of a federal military reservation may request cer-
tification or certification for payment only from the department if 
they are certified by a federal military service, as outlined in RCW 
43.216.010.

(6) A child care program regulated by a tribe, the federal De-
partment of Defense, or OSPI may request certification:

(a) For subsidy payment only; or
(b) As meeting foundational quality standards of this chapter.
(((6))) (7) The department must not certify a department employee 

or a member of their household when the employee is involved directly, 
or in an administrative or supervisory capacity, in the:

(a) Certification process;
(b) Placement of a child in a certified program; or
(c) Authorization of payment for the child in care.
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WSR 26-15-098
EMERGENCY RULES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed July 20, 2026, 1:00 p.m., effective July 20, 2026, 1:00 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: Chapter 16-470 WAC, Quarantine—Agricultural pests. This 

rule-making order establishes an internal quarantine against sunflower 
broomrape (Orobanche cumana) in a portion of Yakima County. The quar-
antine regulates the movement of regulated articles from, into, and 
within the quarantine area. The quarantine is intended to prevent the 
spread of sunflower broomrape by limiting the transportation of poten-
tially infested material into other parts of the state and to limit 
the pest's reproductive ability by restricting the availability of 
host material within the quarantine area. The quarantine includes pro-
hibiting the use and spread of bird feed containing sunflower seeds 
and other similar products which may result in sunflowers growing in 
the quarantine area.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: New WAC 16-470-250, 
16-470-255, 16-470-260, 16-470-265, 16-470-270, 16-470-275, and 
16-470-280.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 17.24.011 and 17.24.041.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: Immediate amendment of the rule is nec-
essary for the general welfare of the public. Sunflower broomrape is a 
devastating root parasite of sunflower (Helianthus annuus) and other 
members of Asteraceae (the sunflower family), leading to significant 
crop losses. Recently, the first-ever North American detection of sun-
flower broomrape was confirmed in Yakima. This detection is especially 
concerning due to the aggressive nature of this parasitic weed and its 
potential to spread rapidly if left unmanaged. Sunflower broomrape 
poses a serious threat to commercial sunflower production and could 
cause significant impacts to growers, processors, exporters, and the 
agricultural economy if not swiftly contained.

Not only does sunflower broomrape pose a risk to sunflower pro-
ducers in the state, but it could also have wide reaching impacts to 
the availability of export markets for agricultural commodities grown 
in the area. This could include seed and hay producers. One reason for 
the potential impact on export markets is due to the small and sticky 
seeds produced by the plant, which spread easily. Establishing a sun-
flower broomrape quarantine will help prevent the spread of this inva-
sive weed and protect Washington's agricultural industries, as well as 
maintain access to national and international markets.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 7, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.
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Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 17, 2026.
Derek I. Sandison

Director

RDS-7020.3

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-470-250  Quarantine—Sunflower broomrape—Area under order. 

A quarantine is established under this chapter against all plant parts 
of the parasitic weed sunflower broomrape (Orobanche cumana). Sunflow-
er broomrape is a devastating root parasite of sunflower (Helianthus 
annuus), Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense), and other members of Aster-
aceae (the sunflower family). It is also known to parasitize tomato 
(Solanum lycopersicum), tobacco (Nicotiana tabacum), and coleus (Co­
leus scutellarioides), leading to significant crop losses. This fast-
spreading weed could cause significant impacts to growers, processors, 
exporters, and the agricultural economy if not swiftly contained. The 
director of agriculture has determined that the regulation and exclu-
sion of sunflower broomrape is necessary to protect the forests, agri-
cultural, horticultural, floricultural, and environmental interests of 
the state of Washington. The requirements of this quarantine apply to 
all persons and entities within the quarantined area unless otherwise 
specified.

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-470-255  Areas under quarantine.  Within the state of 

Washington, a quarantine is declared for those areas where WSDA has 
confirmed a detection of sunflower broomrape, along with the surround-
ing area within one-quarter mile of the detection site. These areas 
include the portion of Yakima County designated as follows: All real 
property within one-quarter mile of the point located at latitude 
N46°36'52" and longitude W120°35'03".
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NEW SECTION
WAC 16-470-260  Regulated articles.  The greatest risk of spread-

ing sunflower broomrape comes from the movement of articles contamina-
ted with seeds. People, machines, pets, livestock, other plant materi-
al, and soil can all be contaminated by sunflower broomrape seeds. The 
following are declared to be hosts or possible transporters of sun-
flower broomrape and are regulated articles under the sunflower broom-
rape quarantine:

(1) Soil;
(2) Mulch, hay, cut flowers, and other vegetative material;
(3) All viable plant parts, including seed and roots, of sunflow-

er (Helianthus annuus) and Helianthus spp., tomato (Solanum lycopersi­
cum), tobacco (Nicotiana tabacum), coleus (Coleus scutellarioides) and 
Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense);

(4) Equipment used in and around soil (such as for agriculture, 
construction, landscaping, and gardening);

(5) Bird seed and other products, such as raw sunflower seeds for 
consumption, which may contain host seeds; and

(6) Any other plant, plant part, article, or means of conveyance 
when it is determined by the director to present a hazard of spreading 
sunflower broomrape.
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NEW SECTION
WAC 16-470-265  Quarantine requirements within quarantined areas. 

(1) Plants listed in WAC 16-470-260(3) may not be grown in the quaran-
tine area for at least three years after the last detection.

(2) Bird seed and other products, such as raw sunflower seeds for 
consumption, which may contain host seeds, may not be used or spread 
within the quarantine area.

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-470-270  Conditions governing the movement of regulated 

articles from or into quarantined areas.  (1) The following require-
ments apply to any person entering or leaving the quarantined area:

(a) Clothing and shoes worn while working outdoors in the quaran-
tined area must be either:

(i) Kept inside the quarantined area; or
(ii) Laundered or thoroughly cleaned prior to removal from the 

quarantined area.
(b) Soil and vegetative material leaving the quarantined area 

must be:
(i) Double-bagged in plastic bags prior to disposal; and
(ii) Taken directly to the landfill for deep burial or to a loca-

tion specified by the director. All persons transporting soil and veg-
etative material must inform the landfill that the waste contains 
regulated commodities under the sunflower broomrape quarantine and 
confirm that the landfill will promptly bury the material.

(2) Requirements for any person engaging in commercial agricul-
ture, landscaping, and construction activities:

(a) Upon leaving the quarantined area, footwear must be cleaned 
by removing all vegetative material and soil using brushes, scrapers, 
air compressors, or pressure washers.

(b) All tools, tires, and equipment that come into contact with 
soil and vegetative material must be cleaned by removing all vegeta-
tive material and soil using brushes, scrapers, air compressors, or 
pressure washers. Cleaning must be done as close to the quarantine 
boundary as practicable prior to leaving the quarantined area.

(c) After being cleaned, all tools and equipment should be kept 
from recontacting soil or regulated articles before exiting the quar-
antine area.

(d) Soil and vegetative material leaving the quarantined area 
must be transported and disposed of following the requirements listed 
in subsection (1)(b) of this section.

(3) The director may approve in writing other treatments deter-
mined to be effective at preventing the spread of sunflower broomrape.

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-470-275  Infestation zone.  (1) The infestation zone is 

defined as the area within 50 feet of a confirmed detection site and 
is located within the quarantined area described in WAC 16-470-255. 
The department will post notice of infestation zones at the sites or 
nearest public thoroughfare.
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(2) The following additional requirements apply within the infes-
tation zone:

(a) All persons engaged in commercial agriculture, landscaping, 
or construction activities must wear:

(i) Disposable coveralls and boot covers; or
(ii) Rubber boots dedicated to the infestation zone.
(b) Disposable garments must be:
(i) Double-bagged in plastic bags prior to disposal; and
(ii) Taken directly to the landfill for deep burial or to a loca-

tion specified by the director. All persons transporting such material 
must inform the landfill that the waste contains regulated commodities 
under the sunflower broomrape quarantine and confirm that the landfill 
will promptly bury the material.

NEW SECTION
WAC 16-470-280  Compliance agreements and special permits.  The 

director may issue special permits per RCW 17.24.051 or compliance 
agreements as defined in RCW 15.13.250, allowing for the movement of 
regulated articles specified in WAC 16-470-260 from or within the 
quarantined area, that are not otherwise eligible for entry or move-
ment from or within the quarantined area. Compliance agreements and 
special permits will include conditions and provisions which the di-
rector may prescribe to prevent the introduction or spread of sunflow-
er broomrape.
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WSR 26-15-118
EMERGENCY RULES

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
[Filed July 21, 2026, 2:38 p.m., effective August 1, 2026]

Effective Date of Rule: August 1, 2026.
Purpose: Chapter 468-16 WAC outlines the rules for prequalifica-

tion of contractors for the Washington state department of transporta-
tion (WSDOT) highway work in accordance with RCW 47.28.070. WAC 
468-16-030 defines terms related to prequalification of contractors 
and establishes the capacity multiplier as a number between 5 and 7.5. 
This change will increase those multipliers to a number between 7.5 
and 12.5.

WAC 468-16-140 establishes the criteria for adjusting the maximum 
capacity rating annually. This change redefines the initial capacity 
multiplier as 7.5 instead of 5, and the final capacity multiplier as 
12.5 instead of 7.5 with a potential increase of 1 point annually, up 
from .5 annually in the current rule.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 468-16-030 
and 468-16-140.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 47.01.101, 47.28.030, and 
47.28.070.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: WSDOT's multiplication factor and maxi-
mum capacity calculation have not been updated and have not kept pace 
with inflation. WSDOT has an upcoming contract for replacement of the 
I-5 bridge between Washington and Oregon. Based on the current rule, 
there are not companies that qualify for a contract of this size. Up-
dating these multiplication factors will ensure that there are prequa-
lified contractors large enough to take on this contract, as well as 
future large contracts.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 2, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 20, 2026.
Sam Wilson, Director

Business Support Services

RDS-7315.1
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-23-007, filed 11/6/25, effective 
12/7/25)

WAC 468-16-030  Definitions.  The definitions set forth in this 
section apply throughout this chapter and have the following meanings, 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

(1) Above standard - Performance ranging from standard to that 
meeting the lower range of superior.

(2) Active contractor - A contractor who has participated in de-
partment activities through maintaining required prequalification and 
having a history of performing department work.

(3) Affiliate - An associate, subordinate associate, or subsidia-
ry firm which may involve the intermingling of funds, officers, or of-
ficials of one or more firms.

(4) Assistant secretary of engineering and regional operations - 
The primary representative of the secretary of transportation respon-
sible for the highway construction program and for the qualification 
of contractors employed thereon.

(5) Below standard - Performance bordering on standard extending 
to the limits of inadequate.

(6) Bidding proposal - A form issued by the department for the 
submission of a contractor's bid containing spaces for entering bid 
amounts, authentication, and other data.

(7) Capacity multiplier - A number between ((5.0)) 7.5 and 
((7.5)) 12.5 multiplied by a firm's net worth to calculate its maximum 
bidding capacity.

(8) Conditional qualification - A temporary qualification status 
given a contractor or design-builder who has received a "below stand-
ard" or "inadequate" overall rating or for other reasons which result 
in restrictions to a contractor's ability to bid on department work or 
a design-builder's ability to be short listed.

(9) Contractor - Any person, partnership, firm, corporation or 
joint venture who or which, in the pursuit of an independent business, 
undertakes, offers to undertake, or submits a bid to perform construc-
tion work for the department.

(10) Department - The department of transportation.
(11) Design-builder - Any firm, corporation, partnership, or 

joint venture that acts as a single entity to perform both design and 
construction phases of a project.

(12) Endorser - The region operations engineer or immediate su-
pervisor of the construction project engineer, or project architect 
or, under specified conditions, the region administrator responsible 
for reviewing contractor's or design-builder's performance reports.

(13) Inadequate - Performance failing completely to meet the pre-
scribed standard or requirement.

(14) Instructions to proposers - A document containing require-
ments for a proposal submitted by a design-builder.

(15) Integrity - The quality of being of sound moral principle, 
uprightness, honesty, and sincerity.

(16) Joint venture - Two or more persons, sole proprietorships, 
companies, corporations, or combinations thereof, entering into an 
agreement for a business venture such as a construction project.

(17) Limited work class - A work classification given when a con-
tractor or design-builder lacks the total experience, organization, 
equipment, or skills required to perform the entire range of work 
within a work class.

Washington State Register, Issue 26-15 WSR 26-15-118

Certified on 7/30/2026 [ 29 ] WSR Issue 26-15 - Emergency



(18) Maximum capacity rating - The total value of uncompleted 
prime contract work a contractor or design-builder is permitted to 
have under contract with the department at any time.

(19) Performance inquiry - A request made to a contractor's or 
design-builder's previous employers for an evaluation of the quality 
and manner of that contractor's or design-builder's performance.

(20) Performance rating - A numerical rating which is equal to 
the grand total of the evaluation elements of the performance report 
used to measure and quantify the quality of contractor or design-
builder performance.

(21) Prequalification - The process of evaluating a contractor's 
or design-builder's financial status, organizational structure, expe-
rience, integrity, and other required qualifications to determine a 
contractor's responsibility and suitability for performing department 
work. This term is used interchangeably with qualification.

(22) Performance report - A report prepared to evaluate the per-
formance of a prime contractor or design-builder upon completion of, 
or at an interim period during a department project which is used to 
adjust a prime contractor's or design-builder's qualification status. 
Such reports are designated as either a prime contractor performance 
report or a design-builder performance report.

(23) Project estimate - A document prepared by the department es-
tablishing the estimated value of all items of work, the total estima-
ted value of work within each class of work, and the estimated total 
value of a project.

(24) Proposal - A document submitted by a design-builder, con-
taining technical approach and pricing, in response to instructions to 
proposers document.

(25) Rater - The designated individual, normally the project en-
gineer, responsible for evaluation of the quality and manner of per-
formance of a contractor or design-builder in the completion of a 
project.

(26) Request for qualifications - A document requesting the sub-
mittal of a statement of qualifications from a design-builder.

(27) Revocation of qualification - The act by which a contrac-
tor's qualification is terminated.

(28) Secretary - The secretary of transportation who may delegate 
functions under this chapter to the assistant secretary of engineering 
and regional operations or such other individual as deemed appropri-
ate.

(29) Short list - A document listing design-builders who, upon 
evaluation of statements of qualifications, qualify for submission of 
a proposal.

(30) Standard - The expected, acceptable quality of performance, 
considered to meet the demand, need or requirement.

(31) Standard questionnaire - The application form completed by a 
contractor or design-builder to present information relating to the 
applicant's financial status, experience, organization, and equipment 
for the purpose of becoming qualified to perform department work.

(32) Statement of qualifications - A document submitted by a de-
sign-builder in response to a request for qualifications document.

(33) Superior - Preeminent performance consistently at an ex-
tremely high level.

(34) Suspension of qualification - The termination of a contrac-
tor's qualification for a specified period of time.

(35) Unsatisfactory - Below standard or inadequate performance, 
failing to meet requirements.
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(36) Work class - A specific type of work within the various 
classifications of work, e.g., grading, draining, fencing, etc.

(37) Work class rating - The maximum value within a class of work 
that is used to determine a firm's eligibility to receive a bid pro-
posal or submit a statement of qualifications document for a single 
project.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-01-170, filed 12/23/14, effective 
1/23/15)

WAC 468-16-140  Maximum capacity rating.  (1) The maximum capaci-
ty rating shall be determined by multiplying the contractor's reported 
net worth by a factor of ((5.0)) 7.5. The factor may be increased at a 
rate of ((0.5)) 1 annually, provided the contractor has maintained a 
satisfactory performance record with the department and has completed 
a contract of ((fifty thousand dollars)) $50,000 or more within the 
preceding prequalification year. The maximum factor shall be ((7.5)) 
12.5. The department may at any time decrease the rating factor if the 
contractor's performance becomes less than standard, however no de-
crease in the bidding capacity will become effective until action to 
appeal, as specified in these rules, has been completed.

(2) For the purpose of prequalification and establishing the max-
imum capacity rating, the following additional resources may be added 
to net worth if supported with documentation as specified:

(a) An operating line of credit - Documentation from an accepta-
ble financial institution stating the amount of credit authorized, its 
expiration date, and the amount currently available. The document must 
be authenticated by an official authorized to execute lines of credit 
on behalf of the institution. Should the operating line of credit be 
revoked, it shall be deducted before computing a new annual maximum 
capacity rating.

(b) A parent firm guarantee of net worth - A sworn statement from 
the parent firm that guarantees the performance of the subsidiary for 
any contracts awarded it. The document shall include a parent firm 
guarantee in an amount such that when calculated in subsection (1) of 
this section will not be less than the value of uncompleted contracts 
of the subsidiary. An audited financial statement, as prescribed in 
WAC 468-16-090(9), may be requested from the parent firm when deemed 
appropriate.

(3) Resources listed above will not be accepted in lieu of a min-
imum net worth of ((fifty thousand dollars)) $50,000.

(4) For the purpose of prequalification and establishing the max-
imum capacity rating, a bidding company which has established a lever-
aged ESOP (Employee Stock Ownership Plan) may use, in place of its net 
worth, the lesser of:

(a) The company's net worth, as adjusted by eliminating any con-
tra-equity or unearned compensation entry in the net worth section of 
the balance sheet which is directly related to the ESOP loan; or

(b) The company value as established by the company's most recent 
valuation for ESOP purposes provided the valuation was performed with-
in the last ((twelve)) 12 months which meets federal guidelines for 
ESOP-related valuations. The department may require submission of a 
copy of this valuation report for documentation purposes.
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(5) When the value of a firm's uncompleted work for the depart-
ment exceeds its maximum capacity rating, a bidding proposal shall be 
denied that firm.
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