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WSR 26-15-021
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

BOARD OF TAX APPEALS
[Filed July 7, 2026, 10:09 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 456-10-730.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
Chapter 82.03 RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Provide clarity and understanding to the process the
rule governs.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Updating rule internally.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Keri Lamb, P.O. Box 40915, Olympia, WA 98504, phone
360-753-5446, fax 360-586-9020, email btalbta.wa.gov, website
bta.wa.gov.

July 7, 2026
Matthew Randazzo
Chair

Certified on 7/30/2026 [ 1 ] WSR Issue 26-15 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 26-15 WSR 26-15-043

WSR 26-15-043
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
[Filed July 8, 2026, 2:18 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 137-28 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 72.01.090.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: WAC revisions are necessary to redefine some defini-
tions to better capture the intent of the rules and to create new in-
fractions that align with our current philosophy.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Michael Hathaway, Prisons Disciplinary Program Manager, De-
partment of Corrections, 16774 170th Drive S.E., Monroe, WA
98272-0514, phone 425-754-0882, email mshathaway@docl.wa.gov; or Vadim
Chebotar, Senior Contracts Attorney, Department of Corrections, Con-
tracts and Legal Affairs, P.O. Box 41114, Tumwater, WA 98504, phone
253-261-1465, email Vadim.chebotar@doc.wa.gov, website www.doc.wa.gov.

June 9, 2020
Tim Lang
Secretary
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WSR 26-15-054
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
[Filed July 10, 2026, 10:41 a.m.]

Pursuant to RCW 34.05.335 and WAC 1-21-060, the department of re-
tirement systems withdraws preproposal statement of inquiry (CR-101)
WSR 26-14-031, filed June 23, 2026, implementing the law enforcement
officers' and firefighters' Plan 1 termination and restatement bill
and incorporating certain federal requirements.

Comments, questions, or concerns may be directed to Bianca Stoner
at 360-664-7291 or drs.rules@drs.wa.gov.

Bianca Stoner
Legal Services Manager
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-15-057
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
[Filed July 13, 2026, 1:50 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Central Washington University
(CWU) intends to adopt rules amending WAC 106-116-011 through
106-116-902 pertaining to parking and traffic regulations.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 28B.35.120 and the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05
RCW.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Rule changes are needed to update and clarify proce-
dures governing CWU's parking policies.

Process for Developing New Rule: Initial review by CWU adminis-
trators, followed by review through normal campus policy review proce-
dures, public comment procedures, and final approval by board of
trustees.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Thomas Pedersen, Rules Coordinator, CWU, 400 East Universi-
ty Way, Ellensburg, WA 98926, phone 509-231-2031, email
Thomas.pedersenZ2@cwu.edu.

July 13, 2026

Thomas Pedersen

Director of Policy and Ethics
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-15-059
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed July 14, 2026, 7:22 a.m.]

The health care authority (HCA) requests withdrawal of the pre-
proposal statement of inquiry filed as WSR 26-09-015 on April 2, 2026,
and distributed in the 26-09 Issue of the Register. HCA plans to re-
file a revised CR-101.

Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-15-067
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Language Testing and Certification Program)
[Filed July 15, 2026, 9:15 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of social and
health services (DSHS) 1is proposing to amend WAC 388-03-030,
388-03-112, 388-03-114, 388-03-115, 388-03-116, 388-03-117,
388-03-120, 388-03-122, 388-03-125, 388-03-130, 388-03-133,
388-03-135, 388-03-136, 388-03-138, 388-03-144, 388-03-153,
388-03-154, 388-03-160, 388-03-162, 388-03-164, 388-03-172,
388-03-173, and 388-03-176, from chapter 388-03 WAC, Certification of
DSHS spoken language interpreters, translators, employees, and 1li-
censed agency personnel (LAPL); and other related rules as may be re-
quired.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 49.60.030, 74.04.025, 74.08.090, Civil Rights Act of 1964, and
Reyes vs. Thompson Consent Order.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The revision of the WAC sections listed above con-
tained in chapter 388-03 WAC aim to update and clarify DSHS' rules
that govern certification, authorization, testing, and professional
conduct for spoken-language interpreters, translators, employees, and
LAPL. The revisions will seek to improve clarity, increase administra-
tive efficiencies, ensure service quality, and improve customer expe-
rience. DSHS is also initiating the rule making for WAC 388-03-160 in
response to an accepted petition.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: DSHS is engaging in rule revi-
sion and welcomes feedback from the public. DSHS will follow the no-
tice and proposal processes established by the office of the code re-
viser. DSHS will distribute the proposal through email lists includ-
ing, but not limited to, DSHS language, testing, and certification
(LTC) advisory council; DSHS credentialed, authorized, and recognized
interpreters and translators; and the American Federation of State,
County, and Municipal Employees. Those who are interested are encour-
aged to contact the team member listed below.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Mariana Brazon, LTC Coordinator, P.O. Box 45014, Olympia,
WA 98501, phone 360-338-5987, TTY 711 relay service, email
oeabltc@dshs.wa.gov.

July 15, 2026
Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-15-070
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
[Filed July 15, 2026, 12:06 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Incorporating certain federal
requirements.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
SECURE Act of 2019 (P.L. 116-94), SECURE Act 2.0 of 2022 (P.L.
117-328), and PATH Act of 2015 (P.L. 114-113).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The department of retirement systems is undertaking
rule making to expressly incorporate certain federal requirements from
the SECURE and PATH acts into its general rules.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Bianca Stoner, Department of Retirement Systems, P.0O. Box
48380, Olympia, WA 98504-8380, phone 360-664-7291, TTY 711, email
drs.rules@drs.wa.gov, website www.drs.wa.gov/rules.

July 15, 2026
Bianca Stoner
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-15-074
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed July 15, 2026, 2:47 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: These rules clarify that resi-
dents of skilled nursing facilities and nursing facilities have the
right to an administrative hearing under chapter 182-526 WAC, related
to transfers or discharges from such facilities and that the health
care authority (agency) does not provide an administrative hearing
right to residents in veteran's homes, assisted living facilities, en-
hanced services facilities, or adult family homes.

This CR-101 replaces WSR 26-09-015, which was subsequently with-
drawn by WSR 26-15-059.

This CR-101 adds veteran's homes.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160, 34.05.220, and 34.05.413.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: This rule will clarify that the agency offers an ad-
ministrative hearing only when authorized by statute or rule. This
rule is needed to clarify the agency's subject matter jurisdiction of
a resident's appeals related to transfer or discharge from a veteran's
home, assisted living facility, enhanced services facility, or an
adult family home. Under RCW 34.05.413, the agency 1is required to of-
fer an administrative hearing only when required by law. Because no
law requires a hearing right for other facility types, the agency is
issuing this rule to clarify when there is a right to an administra-
tive hearing. During this review, the agency may identify additional
related changes that improve clarity or update policy.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Department of
social and health services and office of administrative hearings.

Process for Developing New Rule: The agency welcomes the public
to take part in developing this rule. If interested, contact the per-
son identified below to receive an early rule draft to review. After
the early review, the agency will send a notice of proposed rule mak-
ing (CR-102) to everyone receiving this notice and anyone who requests
a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Melinda Froud, Rule-making Questions, P.O. Box 42716, Olym-
pia, WA 98504-2716, phone 360-725-1408, fax 360-586-9727, telecommuni-
cation relay services (TRS) 711, email Melinda.froud@hca.wa.gov, web-
site www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/rulemaking; or Annette Schuffenhauer,
Program Questions, P.O. Box 42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, phone
360-725-1254, fax 360-586-9727, TRS 711, email
annette.schuffenhauer@hca.wa.gov, website www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/
rulemaking.

July 15, 2026
Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-15-079
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
[Filed July 16, 2026, 8:28 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Tribal peace officers purchasing
service credit.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 41.26.567.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The department of retirement systems is undertaking
rule making to expressly incorporate the requirements of RCW 41.26.567
regarding tribal general authority peace officers establishing service
credit for prior service.

Process for Developing New Rule: Negotiated rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Bianca Stoner, Department of Retirement Systems, P.0O. Box
48380, Olympia, WA 98504-8380, phone 360-664-7291, TTY 711, email
drs.rules@drs.wa.gov, website www.drs.wa.gov/rules.

July 16, 2026
Bianca Stoner
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-15-090
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION

COMMISSION
[Filed July 17, 2026, 11:43 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The Washington utilities and
transportation commission (commission) commences this rule making to
consider removal of the maximum rates contained in household goods
tariff 15-C, or other alternative forms of rate making, along with po-
tential modification of rules within chapter 480-15 WAC related to
tariff rates and consumer protection.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCwW 80.01.040, 80.04.160, 81.01.010, 81.04.160, 81.04.250, 81.28.010,
81.28.040, 81.80.075, 81.80.120, 81.80.130, 81.80.290, and 81.80.360.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The commission regulates approximately 265 intra-
state household goods movers through an industry-wide tariff, which
contains minimum and maximum tariff rates that companies are author-
ized to charge customers, as well as other terms and conditions that
companies must adhere to. In recent years, there have been several re-
quests by industry representatives for the commission to reexamine its
current rate-setting methodology and consider removal of the maximum
tariff rates due to the competitive nature of the industry. RCW
81.80.130 grants the commission the authority to "make, fix, alter,
and amend, just, fair, reasonable, minimum, maximum, or minimum and
maximum, rates, charges, classifications, rules, and regulations for
all common carriers," which includes household goods movers. The com-
mission asserted this authority by electing to set minimum and maximum
tariff rates through an industry-wide tariff, as reflected in WAC
480-15-490. In recognition of the apparent authority to set only mini-
mum tariff rates under RCW 81.80.130, the commission ordered the ini-
tiation of a rule making to consider removal of the maximum tariff
rates contained in the industry-wide tariff and accompanying modifica-
tion of WAC 480-15-490. In addition, the commission will consider mod-
ifications to consumer protection rules contained in chapter 480-15
WAC and its industry-wide tariff, should the commission remove or oth-
erwise amend its rules requiring the commission to set maximum tariff
rates. The commission will also consider alternative rate-making pro-
cesses and procedures for this industry and will examine its rules for
any necessary administrative clean up, such as removing references to
an out-of-date commission toll-free telephone number.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: No federal or
other state agencies govern the rates or charges of Washington intra-
state household goods carriers.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study; and the commission
will request initial written comments, schedule one or more workshops,
and provide the opportunity for interested parties to submit addition-
al written comments on draft rules and proposed CR-102 rules prior to
adoption.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Jeff Killip, 621 Woodland Square Loop S.E., Lacey, WA
98503, phone 360-664-1173, fax 360-586-1150, email records@utc.wa.gov,
website www.utc.wa.gov/e-filing or www.utc.wa.gov/.

July 17, 2026
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Jeff Killip
Executive Director and Secretary

Certified on 7/30/2026 [ 11 ] WSR Issue 26-15 - Preproposal
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WSR 26-15-094
WITHDRAWAL OF
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed July 20, 2026, 10:39 a.m.]

The department of health (department), in consultation with the
board of physical therapy (board), is withdrawing the CR-101 for phys-
ical therapy licensure compact fee increases, WAC 246-915A-990, which
was filed April 7, 2026, and published in WSR 26-09-030.

The department has decided to withdraw this CR-101 and will not
amend the compact fees for physical therapists and physical therapist
assistants at this time. The department initially filed WSR 26-09-030
to consider amendments to increase the compact fees. After consulta-
tion with the board and department fiscal staff, the department deter-
mined that raising the compact fees for physical therapists and physi-
cal therapist assistants would not meaningfully impact Washington's
fiscal obligations as a member state of the physical therapy licensure
compact.

Individuals requiring information on this rule making should con-
tact Allyson McIver at allyson.mciver@doh.wa.gov or Heather Cantrell
at HSQAFeeRules(@doh.wa.gov.

Tami M. Thompson
Deputy Director of Regulatory Affairs
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WSR 26-15-108
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

(Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission)
[Filed July 21, 2026, 8:16 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Accreditation of schools or col-
leges of pharmacy. The pharmacy quality assurance commission
(commission) is considering amending WAC 246-945-155, 246-945-162, and
246-945-163; and adding a new section in chapter 246-945 WAC, if nec-
essary, to codify the commission's recognized accreditation body for
schools or colleges of pharmacy.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 18.64.005 and 18.64.080.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: RCW 18.64.080 (1) (c) establishes that the commission
has the authority to accredit schools or colleges of pharmacy. The
commission previously determined that the Accreditation Standards and
Key Elements for the Professional Program in Pharmacy Leading to the
Doctor of Pharmacy Degree published by Accreditation Council for Phar-
macy Education (ACPE) meet the accreditation standards for schools or
colleges of pharmacy. In order to convey this, the commission publish-
ed the policy statement Accreditation of Schools or Colleges of Phar-
macy, which was initially published in 2006, reaffirmed in 2020, and
most recently updated in June 2025. This policy statement states that
the commission recognizes schools or colleges of pharmacy that are ac-
credited by the ACPE and that meet ACPE's Accreditation Standards and
Key Elements for the Professional Program in Pharmacy Leading to the
Doctor of Pharmacy Degree.

At the February 5, 2026, meeting, the commission determined that
this long-standing policy statement would be better addressed in rule.
WAC 246-945-155 Pharmacy interns—Registration requirements,
246-945-162 Pharmacist license qualifications, and 246-945-163 Certif-
ication of internship hours, mention "commission accredited school or
college of pharmacy." To codify the policy statement, the commission
is considering amending these sections of WAC, or potentially adding a
new section, to convey that schools or colleges of pharmacy must be
accredited by ACPE to be considered accredited by the commission.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Collaborative rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Haleigh Mauldin, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852,
phone 360-890-0720, TTY 711, email PharmacyRules@doh.wa.gov.

Additional comments: Interested parties can participate in the
drafting of the proposed rules. The commission will conduct a series
of rules workshops. Rule-making notices will be delivered via email.
To receive notices, go to https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
WADOH/subscriber/new. After signing in, click open the box labeled
"Health Systems Quality Assurance." Next, click open the box labeled
"Health Professions" and then click again on "Pharmacy Commission
Newsletter.”" You may also check the box next to one or more of the
other professions or facilities listed to receive information related
to that specific topic.

July 21, 2026
Ann Wolken, RPh, PharmD, Chair
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Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission
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WSR 26-15-111
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
[Order 26-12—Filed July 21, 2026, 8:52 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 296-155 WAC, Part L,
Cranes, rigging, and personnel lifting. Also, a cross reference to
chapter 296-155 WAC, Part L will be added to the scope of chapter
296-863 WAC, Forklifts and other powered industrial trucks (WAC
296-863-100) .

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, and 49.17.060.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: On December 11, 2025, the department of labor and
industries (L&I) received a petition requesting rule making regarding
certification and qualification requirements for operators when using
a forklift in construction to lift a suspended load. After reviewing
the petition, L&I determined that rule making is appropriate to ad-
dress potential confusion and improve consistency within the existing
rules under chapter 296-155 WAC.

As part of this rule making, L&I will consider new or amended
language that clarifies certification and qualification requirements
for operators when using a forklift in construction to 1lift a suspen-
ded load, provide definitions for the purposes of clarity, and make
other housekeeping changes. L&I is committed to conducting an open and
transparent rule-making process that will provide opportunities for
participation from interested stakeholders.

Other areas needing adjustment or clarity may include:

. Clarify certification and qualification requirements for forklift
operators lifting suspended loads.

. Add or revise definitions for clarity and consistency.

. Clarify responsibilities for 1ift director qualifications, rigger
qualifications, and other personnel.

. Update requirements relating to inspections and documentation for
consistency and clarity.

. Clarify proof load testing and certification.

. Clarify requirements for critical 1ift plans and operational
aids.

. Add cross references and other housekeeping updates.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Parties interested in the formu-
lation of these rules for proposal may contact the individual listed
below. The public may also participate by commenting after amendments
are proposed by providing written comments or giving oral testimony
during the public hearing process.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Cynthia Ireland, Administrative Regulations Analyst, L&I,
Division of Occupational Safety and Health, P.O. Box 44620, Olympia,
WA 98504-4620, phone 360-791-5048, fax 360-902-5619, email
Cynthia.Ireland@Lni.wa.gov.

Additional comments: For more information on L&I rule making,
visit L&I's rule-making activity web page at https://www.Lni.wa.gov/
rulemaking-activity/.
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July 21, 2026

Joel Sacks
Director
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WSR 26-15-114
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
[Filed July 21, 2026, 10:20 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The subject of this rule making
is chapter 365-212 WAC, Manufactured/mobile home relocation assistance
program.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 43.330.040 Director powers and duties.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: We are looking to repeal WAC 365-212-010 to
365-212-090 as they are obsolete and inaccurate due to statute and
programmatic changes since they were established in 2003. Incorrect
information about the program and its operations can lead to confusion
and potential legal risks since they do not reflect the current stat-
utes.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Not applicable.

Process for Developing New Rule: Standard rule-making process;
the department of commerce will notify affected stakeholders of pro-
posed changes via GovDelivery. Stakeholders will also have an opportu-
nity to submit written comments on the proposed rule during the public
comment period, and will be able to present oral testimony at the pub-
lic hearing.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Augustine Robinson, 1500 Jefferson Street [S.E., Olympia,
WA], phone 564-669-4930, email augustine.robinson@commerce.wa.gov,
website https:.//www.commerce.wa.gov/about/legislative/rulemaking
[https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about/legislative/rulemaking].

July 21, 2026
Amanda Hathaway
Rules Coordinator
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WSR 26-15-119
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
[Filed July 21, 2026, 3:47 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Phase 1: The state board of
health (board) is considering creating new chapter 246-370 WAC to es-
tablish updated minimum environmental health and safety standards for
schools that serve students in grades kindergarten through 12 (K-12).
The board is also considering repealing or amending portions of chap-
ter 246-366 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 43.20.050 (2) (d).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Chapter 246-366 WAC contains minimum standards for
environmental health and safety in public and private schools serving
K-12 students. These regulations have not been updated since the
1990s.

In 2024, the legislature directed the board to convene a multi-
disciplinary technical advisory committee to review chapters 246-366
and 246-366A WAC; and develop a proposed set of minimum environmental
health and safety standards for schools, a fiscal analysis, and recom-
mendations for phased implementation. The board published the results
of its review in a report to the legislature in June 2025. The report
found that the current school environmental health and safety rules
found in chapter 246-366 WAC are out-of-date and proposed the develop-
ment of a new chapter of rule to establish minimum standards for K-12
schools. The board accepted the report and also repealed chapter
246-366A WAC, which had never been implemented, to make way for the
development of a new rule chapter.

The 2026 supplemental operating budget amended, but did not re-
move, the proviso that has prevented the board from implementing upda-
ted school rules since 2009. Section 221 of ESSB 5998 allows the board
to proceed with Phase 1 rule development, as recommended in the
board's report.

As part of Phase 1 of the rule making, the board will consider
establishing basic structures in new chapter 246-370 WAC, such as pur-
pose and applicability sections, and will consider establishing mini-
mum plan requirements for developing plans for indoor air quality, ra-
don testing, extreme temperature readiness, pesticide management, and
injury prevention, as well as phasing out the use of scented products
like cleaners and air fresheners. Phase 1 will lay the foundation for
consideration of rules proposed in Phases 2 and 3. The board will also
consider making minor editorial or clarifying changes to definitions
and current lighting and noise requirements, such as removing redun-
dant language.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The department
of health (DOH) implements the board's rules and provides technical
assistance to local health jurisdictions and schools. The board will
work closely with DOH in outreach to interested parties and develop-
ment of required analyses.

The office of superintendent of public instruction (OSPI) is the
primary regulator of K-12 schools in Washington state. The board will
continue to include OSPI in the rule-making process.

Local health departments and local school districts will be pri-
marily responsible for implementing school environmental health and
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safety rules. The board will continue to be integral to the develop-
ment and implementation of any new school rules.

The board will host informational sessions, formal and informal
comment periods, and a public hearing to ensure the rules developed
result in minimum standards that utilize the expertise of all parties
involved, while also reflecting the practical realities associated
with implementing new rules. The board will also attend meetings of
interested party organizations and may host information sharing ses-
sions.

Process for Developing New Rule: The board will use a collabora-
tive rule-making process. The board will develop the rule based on
technical advisory committee report recommendations published in its
2025 report to the legislature.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Ash Noble, P.O. Box 47990, Olympia, WA 98504-7990, phone
564-200-3685, fax 360-236-4088, TTY 711, email ash.noble@sboh.wa.gov,
website sboh.wa.gov.

Additional comments: To be added to the listserv for this rule
making, complete the Phase 1 School Rule Project Interest form at
https://airtable.com/appInSCDg3PQGljEz/pag9Thdid5W2N8kiu/form and un-
der "Policy Interest Areas," select "School Rule Project." The board,
in collaboration with DOH, will complete an environmental Jjustice as-
sessment for this rule making.

July 21, 2026
Michelle A. Davis
Executive Director
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WSR 26-15-121
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
[Filed July 21, 2026, 4:29 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The Washington state department
of transportation (WSDOT) has implemented an emergency WAC change ef-
fective August 1, 2026, amending WAC 468-16-030 and 468-16-140. WAC
468-16-030 defines terms related to prequalification of contractors
and establishes the capacity multiplier as a number between 5 and 7.5.
This change will increase those multipliers to a number between 7.5
and 12.5.

WAC 468-16-140 establishes the criteria for adjusting the maximum
capacity rating annually. This change redefines the initial capacity
multiplier as 7.5 instead of 5 and the final capacity multiplier as
12.5 instead of 7.5 with a potential increase of 1 point annually, up
from .5 annually in the current rule. This rule making would make the
recent emergency filing permanent.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 47.01.101, 47.28.030, and 47.28.070.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: WSDOT's multiplication factor and maximum capacity
calculation have not been updated and have not kept pace with infla-
tion. WSDOT has an upcoming contract for replacement of the I-5 bridge
between Washington and Oregon. Based on the current rule, there are
not companies that qualify for a contract of this size. Updating these
multiplication factors will ensure that there are prequalified con-
tractors large enough to take on this contract, as well as future
large contracts.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: WSDOT has been
approved to use our prequalification process on federally funded con-
tracts. As part of this update, we will be seeking Federal Highway Ad-
ministration approval for this change.

Process for Developing New Rule: Agency study; and WSDOT welcomes
you to participate in the rule-making process. If you are interested,
please contact the staff person identified below. When we file a pro-
posal with the office of the code reviser, you will be sent this pro-
posal and given an opportunity to comment.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Jenna Kemp, P.0O. Box 47360, Olympia, WA 98504-7360, phone
360-888-7045, fax 360-705-6810, email kempj@wsdot.wa.gov, website
https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/contracts.

July 21, 2026
Sam Wilson, Director
Business Support Services
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WSR 26-15-122
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
OFFICE OF THE

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
[Insurance Commissioner Matter R 2026-02—Filed July 21, 2026, 5:11 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Consolidated health care rule:
Rule making is needed to address changes in state law and update ex-
isting rules to ensure a well-functioning health insurance market.

The subjects of the possible rule making include, but are not
limited to:

. Implementation of ESHB 2242 (2026): Updating existing rules that
reference the United States Preventive Services Task Force,
Health Resources and Services Administration, and the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices. Rule making is also needed
to reflect current and additional future preventive care and
screening guidelines, including immunization recommendations made
by the Washington state department of health (DOH);

. ESHB 1187 (2026): Establishing an opportunity to cure and a DOH
referral process for ground ambulances that fail to comply with
the new requirements in the bill;

. E2SSB 5395 (2026): Amending the prior authorization regulations
related to determination notifications and the use of artificial
intelligence for private health insurance and health plans of-
fered to public or school employees;

. ESSB 5845 (2026): Implementing new health carrier clean claim
payment or claim denial requirements; and
. Balance Billing Protection Act (BBPA) rules: Updating various WAC

sections to strengthen the arbitration process and clarify the
training requirements and responsibilities of arbitrators, in-
cluding ethics and proper document handling.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 48.02.060, 48.49.110, 48.43.047, 48.43.830, 48.43.535, and
48.43.0161; and chapter 158, Laws of 2026 (ESSB 5845).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The office of the insurance commissioner (OIC) is
considering consolidated health care rule making due to the recent
passage of insurance-related legislation and other changes in the
state health insurance market including, but not limited to, impacts
within the BBPA arbitration process. Multiple provisions of health
care and insurance regulations in WAC may need to be updated to be
consistent with the legislation passed and codified in RCW and other
recent state or federal law changes.

These rules will facilitate implementation of the new laws by en-
suring that all affected entities understand their legal rights and
obligations under the enacted legislation and law changes.

This rule making may include, but is not limited to, WAC
284-43-5642, 284-43-5644, 284-170-431, 284-170-130, 284-51-215,
284-43-2050; chapter 284-43 WAC, subchapters D and E; 284-43B-035, and
284-43B-037.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: OIC is promul-
gating administrative rules related to the commercial plans it regu-
lates. However, there are other state agencies that may be affected by
this rule making.
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DOH is responsible for making immunization recommendations that
OIC will need to codify in a rule. Therefore, OIC will coordinate the
rule making with other agencies, including DOH, by offering notices
and opportunities for written comment or feedback with multiple par-
ticipation forums. DOH is also responsible for the enforcement mecha-
nism, should a ground ambulance fail to comply with the laws regarding
delayed ambulance bills. OIC will coordinate the rule making with oth-
er agencies, including DOH, by offering notices and opportunities for
written comment or feedback with multiple participation forums.

The health care authority (HCA) has similar statutory authority
to OIC over the public employees benefits board/state employees bene-
fits board health plans and managed care organizations plans they reg-
ulate. OIC will coordinate this rule making with other agencies, in-
cluding HCA, by offering notices and opportunities for written comment
or feedback with multiple participation forums.

Process for Developing New Rule: The public comment period began
at 8:00 a.m. on July 22, 2026, and will close at 11:59 p.m. on August
5, 2026.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Rules Coordinator, 302 Sid Snyder Avenue S.W., Olympia, WA
98504, phone 360-725-7171, fax 360-586-3109, TTY 360-586-0241, email
rulescoordinator@oic.wa.gov, website www.insurance.wa.gov.

July 21, 2026
Patty Kuderer
Insurance Commissioner
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WSR 26-15-123
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
OFFICE OF THE

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
[Insurance Commissioner Matter R 2026-03—Filed July 21, 2026, 5:15 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Allowing additional noninsurance
benefits in life and group disability insurance policies.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 48.02.060 (3) (a), 48.21.380 (1) (f), 48.21.380(2), 48.23.525
(1) (e), 48.23.525(3), 48.24.280 (1) (f), and 48.24.280(2).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: RCW 48.23.525, 48.24.280, and 48.21.380 allow spe-
cific noninsurance benefits to be included in individual and group
life insurance policies and group disability insurance policies. Each
of these statutes also grant the office of the insurance commissioner
(commissioner) authority to allow insurers to offer additional nonin-
surance benefits by rule. The commissioner is considering rule making
to allow insurers to offer additional noninsurance benefits to consum-
ers.

This rule making may include regulations regarding the disclosure
of allowed noninsurance benefits including, but not limited to, guide-
lines regarding the coverage provided under a policy or certificate of
insurance. This rule making may also include regulations regarding the
circumstances under which the commissioner may disapprove any proposed
noninsurance benefit if the commissioner finds that the proposed bene-
fit may tend to promote or facilitate the violation of any other sec-
tion of Title 48 RCW.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: Comment period opens at 8:00
a.m. on July 22, 2026, and closes at 11:59 p.m. on August 5, 2026.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Rules Coordinator, 302 Sid Snyder Avenue S.W., Olympia, WA
98504, phone 360-725-7171, fax 360-586-3109, TTY 360-586-0241, email
rulescoordinator@oic.wa.gov, website www.insurance.wa.gov.

July 21, 2026
Patty Kuderer
Insurance Commissioner

Certified on 7/30/2026 [ 23 ] WSR Issue 26-15 - Preproposal



Washington State Register, Issue 26-15 WSR 26-15-124

WSR 26-15-124
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
OFFICE OF THE

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
[Insurance Commissioner Matter R 2026-04—Filed July 21, 2026, 5:18 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Clarifying adverse notification
requirements.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 48.02.060, 48.18.545, 48.19.035, 48.43.525, and 48.43.535.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: Current administrative rules require insurer adverse
notifications to include contact information for the Washington state
office of the insurance commissioner (commissioner) so that consumers
can contact them with questions, concerns, or information about their
appeal rights. Adverse notifications include, but are not limited to,
claim denials, claim payments less than the submitted claim amount,
and policy cancellations and nonrenewals.

Current rules do not require insurers to include their own con-
tact information, and consumers have expressed difficulty identifying
the appropriate insurer contacts to discuss adverse notifications.
Consequently, consumers may not be receiving timely assistance when
they have questions or concerns regarding their claims. In addition,
the current reference to appeal rights creates confusion because not
all insurance policies provide a right to appeal.

The commissioner is considering amending WAC 284-30-770 to ensure
consumers receive insurer contact information within adverse notifica-
tions and to revise references to appeal rights that are not applica-
ble to all insurance policies. These changes would reduce consumer
confusion; facilitate timely claim assistance; and promote clear, ac-
curate, and consistent communication between insurers and consumers.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: None.

Process for Developing New Rule: The public comment period began
at 8:00 a.m. on July 22, 2026, and will close at 11:59 p.m. on August
5, 2026.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Rules Coordinator, 302 Sid Snyder Avenue S.W., Olympia, WA
98504, phone 360-725-7171, fax 360-586-3109, TTY 360-586-0241, email
rulescoordinator@oic.wa.goc [rulescoordinator@oic.wa.gov], website
WWW.lnsurance.wa.gov.

July 21, 2026
Patty Kuderer
Insurance Commissioner
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WSR 26-15-126
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

(Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission)
[Filed July 22, 2026, 7:20 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Classifying specific synthetic
benzodiazepines as Schedule I substances. The pharmacy quality assur-
ance commission (commission) is considering updating the list of
Schedule I substances in WAC 246-945-051 to include the synthetic ben-
zodiazepines clonazolam, diclazepam, etizolam, flualprazolam, flubro-
mazolam, and bromazolam, as they pose an imminent hazard to public
safety. This proposal is in response to a recent federal rule making.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:
RCW 18.64.005, 69.50.201, and 69.50.203.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They
Might Accomplish: The United States Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) published an order in the Federal Register on July 26, 2023,
temporarily placing clonazolam, diclazepam, etizolam, flualprazolam,
and flubromazolam, all of which fall under the broader drug category
of synthetic benzodiazepines, in Schedule I of the Controlled Substan-
ces Act (CSA) based upon a finding that these substances pose an immi-
nent hazard to the public safety under 21 U.S.C. 811 (h) (1). The tem-
porary scheduling was later extended to July 26, 2026, to allow DEA
time to complete its rule making to permanently schedule these sub-
stances in Schedule I. An additional rule was issued on March 16,
2026, placing another synthetic benzodiazepine, bromazolam, in Sched-
ule I. DEA cited numerous reasons to schedule these synthetic benzo-
diazepines, including the drugs' actual or relative potential for
abuse, the scientific knowledge surrounding these substances, and ob-
served public use and misuse of benzodiazepines.

The commission determined that it would be in the public's inter-
est to consider placing the named synthetic benzodiazepines in WAC
246-945-051 Schedule I. The intended goals of rule making on this top-
ic are to align state rules relating to the designation of those syn-
thetic benzodiazepines with federal law and reduce the impact of the
public hazard posed by these substances. The commission also deter-
mined that engaging in both standard and emergency rule making is nec-
essary, citing an immediate need to protect public health and safety.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: DEA is the fed-
eral agency responsible for placing clonazolam, diclazepam, etizolam,
flualprazolam, and flubromazolam in Schedule I of CSA. The commission
will continue to track the associated federal rule making to ensure
any proposed amended language matches changes made by DEA. The commis-
sion will also reach out to DEA as necessary for information-gathering
purposes relating to the reasoning behind scheduling the named syn-
thetic benzodiazepines.

Process for Developing New Rule: Collaborative rule making.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Joshua Munrce, P.0O. Box 47850, Olympia, WA 98504-7850,
phone 360-502-5058, fax 360-236-2260, TTY 711, email
PharmacyRules@doh.wa.gov.

Additional comments: Rule development takes place in open public
meetings prior to a formal rule proposal and comment period. All rule-
making notices are sent via email. To receive notices, interested per-
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sons may sign up by going to https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
WADOH/subscriber/new. After signing up, please click open the box la-
beled "Health Systems Quality Assurance." Next, click open the box la-
beled "Health Professions," then check the boxes next to either "Phar-
macy Commission Meeting and Agenda" and/or "Pharmacy Commission News-
letter."”
July 22, 2026
Ann Wolken, PharmD, RPh, Chair
Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission
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WSR 26-15-130
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
[Order 26-06—Filed July 22, 2026, 9:18 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: The department of ecology

(ecology) 1s considering amendments to two rules:

Chapter 173-408 WAC, Landfill methane emissions.

This rule implements chapter 70A.540 RCW, Landfills—Methane
emissions, and establishes requirements for both active and
closed municipal solid waste (MSW) landfills that received solid
waste after January 1, 1992. Ecology's policy under chapter
70A.540 RCW is to reduce methane emissions from MSW landfills by
requiring installation and operation of gas collection and con-
trol systems, monitoring methane surface emissions, reporting,
recordkeeping, as well as other requirements. This rule making
will create a new section in the rule that establishes a process
to assess and collect fees from MSW landfills regulated by chap-
ters 70A.540 RCW and 173-408 WAC.

Ecology will also consider amending WAC 173-408-170, changing the
existing annual reporting deadline for MSW landfills.

Chapter 173-455 WAC, Air quality fee rule.

This chapter consolidates most of the air quality-related fees
into one rule, with exceptions listed under WAC 173-455-038. This
rule making will amend the list of exceptions to specify that any
new fees established through this rule making are included sepa-
rately under chapter 173-408 WAC.

The rule making may also make administrative and clarifying

amendments to chapter 173-408 WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject:

RCW 70A.540.130 and 70A.15.1010.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They

Might Accomplish: Chapter 173-408 WAC, Landfill methane emissions.

Amendments are needed for ecology to establish a process to as-
sess and collect fees from MSW landfills to support implementa-
tion of chapters 70A.540 RCW and 173-408 WAC. Ecology has been
implementing the law and rule since June of 2024 without fee col-
lection, using one-time funding from the legislature. RCW
70A.540.130 authorizes ecology to assess and collect fees to re-
cover the costs associated with implementation of the law, but
when the law was enacted in 2022, it did not specify an account
for fees to be deposited into. SB 6151 (chapter 87, Laws of 2026)
amended RCW 70A.540.130 to specify that fees collected by ecology
be deposited into a specific account that can be accessed by
ecology in the future to recover costs associated with implemen-
tation. Costs associated with implementation include ecology
staff time to review submitted annual reports, alternative com-
pliance requests, and conduct onsite inspections to assess com-
pliance with the law and rule.

Amendments will be considered to change the existing annual re-
porting deadline to a new date that is potentially less burden-
some to the regulated community.

Chapter 173-455 WAC, Air quality fee rule.
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. Amendments are needed to specify that the new fee structure being
considered in this rule making is not contained in chapter
173-455 WAC.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: Local clean air
agencies have authority under chapter 70A.540 RCW to implement regula-
tions for MSW landfills that are in their jurisdiction. Ecology will
communicate and work with local clean air agencies during rule making
and provide opportunities for these agencies to submit informal and
formal comments that will be considered during the rule-making proc-
ess.

Process for Developing New Rule: Ecology will follow the standard
process for the adoption of rules under the Administrative Procedure
Act, chapter 34.05 RCW.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by
contacting Bill Flagg, Department of Ecology, Air Quality Program, 300
Desmond Drive S.E., Lacey, WA 98503, phone 564-669-1385, TTY 711,
Ecology.wa.gov/ADA for more accessibility information, email
bill.flagg@ecy.wa.gov, website https://ecology.wa.gov/wac-173-408-455.

Additional comments: Interested parties can stay informed about
the rule making and public involvement opportunities as described
above. Ecology will extend an offer for government-to-government con-
sultation with tribal governments during each phase of rule develop-
ment.

Ecology will conduct an environmental justice assessment in ac-
cordance with RCW 70A.02.060 as a part of this rule making.

July 21, 2026
Kathy Taylor
Air Quality Program Manager
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