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Original Notice.
Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 15-16-123.
Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: The university 

is repealing chapter 478-160 WAC, Admission and registration proce-
dures for the University of Washington; and creating new chapter 
478-161 WAC, Student Enrollment for the University of Washington.

Hearing Location(s): On April 27, 2021, at 9:00-10:00 a.m. This 
will be held via video and phone conference and the link will be 
available on the University Policy and Rules website at https://
www.washington.edu/rules. Due to the governor's restrictions on in-
person gatherings, the University of Washington (UW) will hold the 
public hearing via video and phone conference and will have the link 
and details located on the university policy and rules website at 
https://www.washington.edu/rules/.

Date of Intended Adoption: May 13, 2021.
Submit Written Comments to: Barbara Lechtanski, Director of the 

University Policy and Rules Office and State Rules Coordinator for the 
UW, University Policy and Rules Office, Box 351210, Seattle, WA 
98195-1210, email rules@uw.edu, by April 27, 2021, end of business.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact disability 
services office, phone 206-543-6450, fax 206-685-7264, TTY 
206-543-6452, email dso@uw.edu, by April 20, 2021.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The purpose of the proposal is to re-
move outdated and inaccurate information in the current chapter 
478-160 WAC and create a concise new chapter 478-161 WAC.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: UW is proposing these actions to 
keep the university's information accurate and up-to-date for current 
and incoming students. This is part of a comprehensive effort to up-
date policy and information across the WAC, UW administrative policy, 
and website information.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 28B.20.130.
Statute Being Implemented: Chapter 28B.15 RCW; and RCW 

28B.20.130.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: UW, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting and Implementa-

tion: Helen Garrett, University Registrar and Chief Officer of Enroll-
ment Information Services, 1410 N.E. Campus Parkway, Seattle, WA 
98195, 206-543-9686; Enforcement: Philip J. Reid, Vice Provost for 
Academic and Student Affairs, 340 Gerberding Hall, UW Seattle Campus, 
206-685-8583.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under 
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. RCW 
34.05.328 does not apply to the university, and the university has not 
voluntarily decided to apply it.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from 
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal: 

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).
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Explanation of exemptions: The proposed rule has no impact on 
small businesses.

March 23, 2021
Barbara Lechtanski

Director of the University Policy
and Rules Office and State

Rules Coordinator for the UW

OTS-2926.2

Chapter 478-161 WAC
STUDENT ENROLLMENT FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

NEW SECTION
WAC 478-161-010  Admission to specific undergraduate majors. 

Criteria for acceptance to undergraduate majors may vary from depart-
ment to department. Department admission policies are binding if they 
are the result of action by the faculty of the department concerned 
and have also been approved by the dean of that school or college, the 
designated faculty governing council or body, and the president of the 
university.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 478-161-015  Registration eligibility.  (1) Continuing stu-

dents. Continuing students at the university who remain in good stand-
ing are in compliance with other rules and regulations will have the 
opportunity to register at the same campus each quarter as long as 
they maintain continuous enrollment. A "continuing student" is one who 
has registered at the same University of Washington campus in the same 
degree level (i.e., undergraduate to undergraduate) or degree level 
program (i.e., graduate to graduate) the preceding quarter, or preced-
ing spring quarter, if registering for autumn quarter.

(2) Newly admitted students. Newly admitted students are eligible 
to register for the quarter for which they have been offered admission 
when the applicable registration period(s) open and only after they 
have confirmed their enrollment and intention to attend the university 
beginning that quarter. Confirmation usually requires an advance pay-
ment on tuition and/or a confirmation fee. A "newly admitted student" 
is either one who has not previously registered for credit courses at 
the university or one who will be in their first quarter in a status 
different from that in which they last attended.

(3) Quarter-off, on-leave status and returning students.
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(a) Quarter-off eligibility for undergraduate and professional 
students.

(i) Subject to college, school, and departmental enrollment poli-
cies, undergraduate and professional students who have completed a 
quarter at the University of Washington may take the following quarter 
off and remain eligible to register for the subsequent quarter without 
reapplying as returning students. Any quarter from which a student has 
completely withdrawn or been canceled does not constitute a completed 
quarter. Summer quarter enrollment is not required to maintain contin-
uous registration eligibility.

(ii) Undergraduate and professional students who have taken more 
than one consecutive quarter off (not including summer) and who wish 
to return to the university in the degree or certificate program for 
which they were last registered must submit a "returning student re-
enrollment" form to the university registration office.

(b) Graduate students. Graduate students are required either to 
be registered each quarter (except summer) or to be officially on 
leave until the completion of all requirements for the graduate degree 
toward which such a student is working. Graduate students who do not 
maintain continuous enrollment must file an on-leave application with 
the graduate school. An "on-leave graduate student" is a graduate stu-
dent in good standing who is away from the university and has been 
granted on-leave status. Failure to register each quarter (except sum-
mer) or to go on leave will constitute presumptive evidence that the 
student has withdrawn and resigned from the graduate school. The quar-
ter-off eligibility is not available to graduate students.

(4) Enrollment in a different campus or different program. Cur-
rent students who wish to attend the university at a different campus 
or in a different program than they are currently enrolled in must 
complete the application of and be accepted into the campus or program 
in which they would like to enroll.

(5) Enrollment after program completion. All undergraduate and 
graduate students who completed a degree or certificate program at the 
time they were last enrolled must apply as new students if they wish 
to continue or return to the university. For students completing a 
master's degree, it is sometimes possible to return into the PhD pro-
gram without a new student application.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 478-161-020  Waiver of tuition and fees.  (1) The board of 

regents is authorized to grant tuition and fee waivers to students 
pursuant to RCW 28B.15.910 and the laws identified therein. A number 
of these statutes authorize, but do not require, the board of regents 
to grant waivers for different categories of students and provide for 
waivers of different fees. For the waivers that are authorized but not 
required by state law, the board of regents must affirmatively act to 
implement the legislature's grant of authority under each individual 
law. The permissive waivers that the board has implemented are noted 
in subsections (5) and (6) of this section. Permissive waivers not 
listed in subsection (5) or (6) have not been implemented. A full list 
of permissive waivers adopted by the board of regents and a list of 
mandatory waivers can be found online on the University of Washing-
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ton's office of the university registrar website. Mandatory waivers 
are also listed in university policy.

(2) Even when it has decided to implement a permissive waiver 
listed in RCW 28B.15.910, the university, for specific reasons and a 
general need for flexibility in the management of its resources, may 
choose not to award waivers to all students who may be eligible under 
the terms of the laws. The university's description of the factors it 
may consider to adjust a waiver program to meet emergent or changing 
needs is found in subsection (7) of this section. All permissive waiv-
ers are subject to subsection (7) of this section.

(3) The board of regents also has the authority under RCW 
28B.15.915 to grant waivers of all or a portion of operating fees as 
defined in RCW 28B.15.031. Waivers granted under RCW 28B.15.915 are 
subject to subsection (7) of this section.

(4) No waivers contained in this section will be awarded to stu-
dents participating in self-sustaining courses or programs.

(5) Pursuant to its authority to grant permissive waivers under 
RCW 28B.15.910 and the laws cited in this subsection, the board of re-
gents adopts the waivers of all or a portion of nonresident tuition 
fees differential contained in the subsections listed below, with the 
accompanying noted limitations. These limitations are in addition to 
any limitations set forth in RCW.

(a) RCW 28B.15.014(1);
(b) RCW 28B.15.014(2). Waivers under this subsection shall be re-

stricted to four consecutive quarters from the employee's initial date 
of employment with the University of Washington. The employee must be 
employed on or before the first day of the quarter for which the waiv-
er is awarded;

(c) RCW 28B.15.014(3). Waivers under this subsection shall be re-
stricted to persons who reside in Washington state;

(d) RCW 28B.15.225; and
(e) RCW 28B.15.544 and chapter 28B.70 RCW.
(6) Pursuant to its authority to grant permissive waivers under 

RCW 28B.15.910 and the laws cited in this subsection, the board of re-
gents adopts the following waivers contained in the sections listed 
below, with the accompanying noted limitations. These limitations are 
in addition to any limitations set forth in RCW.

(a) RCW 28B.15.100(3);
(b) RCW 28B.15.540(2);
(c) RCW 28B.15.555 and 28B.15.556;
(d) RCW 28B.15.558. All waivers authorized by RCW 28B.15.558 

shall be subject to such additional limitations as determined by the 
provost, pursuant to the terms of subsection (7) of this section. 
These limitations on employee and course eligibility can be found in 
university policy in administrative policy statement (APS) 22.1. The 
office of the university registrar also maintains a list of excluded 
courses and programs. As authorized by RCW 28B.15.558(5) waivers shall 
be awarded to eligible University of Washington employees before con-
sidering waivers for eligible persons who are not employed by the in-
stitution;

(e) RCW 28B.15.615;
(f) RCW 28B.15.621(2). The university adopts this waiver only as 

to:
(i) Undergraduate students pursuing their first bachelor's degree 

to a maximum of 225 college-level credits, including credits transfer-
red from other institutions of higher education; and
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(ii) Full-time graduate or professional degree students, provided 
however, that the waiver may be applied only toward a single degree 
program at the University of Washington, and provided further, that 
graduate and professional degree students who received a waiver au-
thorized by RCW 28B.15.621(2) as undergraduates at the University of 
Washington shall not be eligible for this waiver.

To qualify an individual as an "eligible veteran or National 
Guard member," the person seeking the waiver must present proof of 
domicile in Washington state and either a DD Form 214 (report of sepa-
ration) or other documentation indicating they meet the criteria in 
RCW 28B.15.621(8).

(g) RCW 28B.15.740(1); and
(h) RCW 28B.15.740(2).
(7) The university may modify its restrictions or requirements 

pursuant to changes in state or federal law, changes in programmatic 
requirements, or in response to financial or other considerations, 
which may include, but are not limited to, the need to adopt fiscally 
responsible budgets, the management of the overall levels and mix of 
enrollments, management initiatives to modify enrollment demand for 
specific programs and management decisions to eliminate or modify aca-
demic programs. The university may choose not to exercise the full 
funding authority granted under RCW 28B.15.910 and may limit the total 
funding available under RCW 28B.15.915.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 478-161-030  Change of residence application.  Nonresident 

students who desire to apply for a change in resident status must com-
plete and submit a Washington institutions of higher education resi-
dence questionnaire or a Washington higher education residency affida-
vit, whichever is appropriate to the student's circumstances, and sub-
mit all requested supporting documentation to the University of Wash-
ington, residence classification office at the student's home campus.

Residence questionnaire and additional instructions are available 
on the residence classification office website. Within ten days of 
taking action on the residence questionnaire, the residence classifi-
cation office shall provide to the student a written statement of the 
reasons for any decision it makes. This statement may be transmitted 
electronically (e.g., by email). This rule is adopted in accordance 
with RCW 34.05.482 through 34.05.494, governing brief adjudicatory 
proceedings, the provisions of which are hereby adopted.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 478-161-031  Appeal of change of residence determination. 

Any student wishing to appeal a decision of the residence classifica-
tion office may request administrative review through the University 
of Washington, residence classification review committee. The resi-
dence classification review committee shall be composed of at least 
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four persons appointed by the vice provost for academic and student 
affairs or designee.

Appeals may be submitted by written or oral request to the resi-
dence classification office within twenty-one days from the date of 
the emailed residency decision required by WAC 478-161-030. Written 
appeals are strongly preferred, and may be made by the student submit-
ting a written statement describing why the student believes the deci-
sion was incorrect. The residence classification review committee will 
consider the student's statement of appeal and the student's residency 
file as of the time of the residence classification office's decision. 
Decisions of the residence classification review committee shall be 
rendered within twenty days of the request for the review. Decisions 
shall be in writing, and may be transmitted electronically (e.g., by 
email). The residence classification review committee shall issue the 
institution's final decision.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 478-161-040  International students—Accident insurance re-

quirement.  All F-1 and J-1 eligible international students enrolled 
in a program of study with an I-20 or DS 2019 issued by the University 
of Washington are required to purchase the UW International Student 
Health Insurance Plan (ISHIP) while attending the University of Wash-
ington.
[]
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