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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
(Board of Denturists)

[Filed February 15, 2022, 12:26 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 246-812 WAC, Board of 
denturists. The board of denturists (board) is considering amending 
the infection control standards purpose statement in WAC 246-812-501 
to ensure policies and procedures are maintained. The board is also 
considering establishing new sections of rule for requirements for 
prefabricated implant abutments.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 18.30.065.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: The rule amendment is being considered by the board 
to ensure that a licensed denturist develop and maintain written in-
fection control policies and procedures appropriate for the denturist 
services provided by the facility.

The board is also considering adding new rules for the use of 
prefabricated implant abutments. The board received a question asking 
if a denturist could place a prefabricated implant abutment. Three 
members of the board serve on the dental collaboration committee with 
dental quality assurance and dental hygiene examining committee mem-
bers. The dental collaboration committee met with interested individu-
als discussing placement of prefabricated implant abutments by dentu-
rists. The committee asked the board to further evaluate chapters 
18.30 RCW and 246-812 WAC related to the scope of practice. The board 
determined that a CR-101 be filed to start the official rule-making 
process to consider clarifying when a denturist can place the abut-
ment.

Process for Developing New Rule: Collaborative rule making.
Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 

new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Vicki Brown, Office of Health Professions, Board of Dentu-
rists, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, phone 360-236-4865, fax 
360-236-2901, TTY 711, email vicki.brown@doh.wa.gov, website 
www.doh.wa.gov.

Additional comments: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
WADOH/subscriber/new. Interested parties may sign up to receive rule-
making notices at www.doh.wa.gov, select the green Subscribe button at 
the bottom of the page.

February 15, 2022
Trina Crawford

Executive Director
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