
WSR 22-19-004
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

OFFICE OF MINORITY AND
WOMEN'S BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
[Filed September 8, 2022, 4:16 p.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: WAC 326-02-034 Political subdi-
vision fees.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 39.19.220, 39.19.030.

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: Under current rules, the formula for determining 
each political subdivision's fees contains gaps that create ambiguity. 
The fees also do not increase smoothly as expenditures rise under the 
current formula. Finally, the cap on fees has not been updated since 
2004, despite the growth in expenditures. As a result, political sub-
divisions with greater expenditures pay a lower proportion in fees 
compared to political subdivisions with less expenditures. The new 
formula will make fees more predictable, less ambiguous, and more pro-
portionate to expenditures. The resulting increase in collections will 
offset increases in the staff cost for the office of minority and wom-
en's business enterprises to certify businesses.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Julie Bracken, 1110 Capitol Way South, Suite 150, Olympia, 
WA, phone 360-664-9750, fax 360-586-7079, email rules@omwbe.wa.gov, 
website omwbe.wa.gov.

Septemeber 8, 2022
Julie Bracken
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