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EXPEDITED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
(Dental Quality Assurance Commission)

[Filed July 3, 2024, 5:31 p.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Military spou-
ses; removing barriers to temporary practice permits. The dental qual-
ity assurance commission is proposing amendments to WAC 246-817-187 
Temporary practice permit—Military spouse eligibility and issuance, 
to update language changes made by 2SHB 1009 (chapter 165, Laws of 
2023). 

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: 2SHB 1009 alters temporary practice 
permit requirements to expedite the issuance of professional licenses 
for military spouses who hold a license in another state by removing 
the need to first leave employment.

The proposed rule amendment aligns WAC 246-817-187 by striking 
language from the rule to match the changes made by 2SHB 1009 and co-
dified in RCW 18.340.020.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: The proposed changes will align the 
rules with statutory changes regarding licensure of military spouses 
who hold a license in another state. 

Statutory Authority for Adoption: 2SHB 1009 (chapter 165, Laws of 
2023), codified as RCW 18.340.020.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 18.340.020.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Dental quality assurance commission, govern-

mental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-

tion, and Enforcement: Debbie Gardner, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, 
WA 98501, 360-236-4893.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Content is explicitly and specifically dictated by statute.
Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-

Making Process is Appropriate: The proposed amendments align WAC 
246-817-187 with the statutory language in RCW 18.340.020.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Debbie Gard-
ner, Department of Health, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, 
phone 360-236-4893, fax 360-236-2901, email https://
fortress.wa.gov/doh/policyreview, AND RECEIVED BY September 23, 2024, 
at midnight.

June 24, 2024
Bryan Swanson, DDS, Chair

Dental Quality Assurance Commission

Washington State Register WSR 24-15-006

Certified on 8/1/2024 [ 1 ] WSR 24-15-006



OTS-5492.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-11-005, filed 5/7/15, effective 
6/7/15)

WAC 246-817-187  Temporary practice permit—Military spouse eli-
gibility and issuance.  A military spouse or state registered domestic 
partner of a military person may receive a temporary practice permit 
while completing any specific additional requirements that are not re-
lated to training or practice standards for the profession. This sec-
tion applies to dentists licensed in chapter 18.32 RCW, expanded func-
tion dental auxiliaries licensed and dental assistants registered in 
chapter 18.260 RCW, and dental anesthesia assistants certified in 
chapter 18.350 RCW.

(1) A temporary practice permit may be issued to an applicant who 
is a military spouse or state registered domestic partner of a milita-
ry person and:

(a) Is moving to Washington as a result of the military person's 
transfer to Washington;

(b) ((Left employment in another state to accompany the military 
person to Washington;

(c))) Holds an unrestricted, active credential in another state 
that has substantially equivalent credentialing standards for the same 
profession to those in Washington; and

(((d))) (c) Is not subject to any pending investigation, charges, 
or disciplinary action by the regulatory body of the other state or 
states.

(2) A temporary practice permit grants the individual the full 
scope of practice for the profession.

(3) A temporary practice permit expires when any one of the fol-
lowing occurs:

(a) The credential is granted;
(b) A notice of decision on the application is mailed to the ap-

plicant, unless the notice of decision on the application specifically 
extends the duration of the temporary practice permit; or

(c) One hundred eighty days after the temporary practice permit 
is issued.

(4) To receive a temporary practice permit, the applicant must:
(a) Submit the necessary application, fee(s), fingerprint card if 

required, and documentation for the credential;
(b) ((Attest on the application that the applicant left employ-

ment in another state to accompany the military person;
(c))) Meet all requirements and qualifications for the credential 

that are specific to the training, education, and practice standards 
for the profession;

(((d))) (c) Provide verification of having an active unrestricted 
credential in the same profession from another state that has substan-
tially equivalent credentialing standards for the profession in Wash-
ington;

(((e))) (d) Submit a copy of the military person's orders and a 
copy of:

(i) The military-issued identification card showing the military 
person's information and the applicant's relationship to the military 
person;

(ii) A marriage license; or
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(iii) A state registered domestic partnership; and
(((f))) (e) Submit a written request for a temporary practice 

permit.
(5) For the purposes of this section:
(a) "Military person" means a person serving in the United States 

armed forces, the United States public health service commissioned 
corps, or the merchant marine of the United States.

(b) "Military spouse" means the husband, wife, or registered do-
mestic partner of a military person.
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