
WSR 25-01-161
EXPEDITED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed December 18, 2024, 10:41 a.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Chapter 16-560 
WAC, Washington tree fruit research commission.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: In response to a petition for rule mak-
ing, the department of agriculture (department) is proposing to clari-
fy current rule language by replacing all gender-specific pronouns 
with modern gender-inclusive pronouns.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: RCW 43.01.160 requires state agen-
cies to use gender-neutral terms in rules unless a specification of 
gender is intended. Replacing gender-specific terminology supports the 
department's commitment to integrate inclusive policies and proce-
dures.

Gender-inclusive pronouns are pronouns that are not specifically 
gendered and can be utilized when referring to each other in the third 
person. They are linguistic tools that we use to refer to people. Us-
ing gender-neutral pronouns can help create a more inclusive and wel-
coming environment and show respect for people's gender identities.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 43.23.025.
Statute Being Implemented: Chapter 15.26 RCW.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Washington tree fruit research commission, 

governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Megan Finken-

binder, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, 360-902-1887; Implemen-
tation and Enforcement: Ines Hanrahan, 1719 Springwater Avenue, We-
natchee, 509-665-8271.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Corrects typographical errors, makes address or name changes, or 
clarifies language of a rule without changing its effect.

Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-
Making Process is Appropriate: Expedited process is appropriate due to 
it being name changes and no impact to rule effects.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Megan Fin-
kenbinder, Washington State Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 42560, 
Olympia, WA 98504, phone 360-902-1887, fax 360-902-2092, email 
mfinkenbinder@agr.wa.gov, BEGINNING January 2, 8:00 a.m., AND RECEIVED 
BY February 18, 11:59 p.m.

December 18, 2024
Derek I. Sandison

Director
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OTS-6047.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 4, filed 4/30/70)
WAC 16-560-010  Withholding assessments by first handler.  All 

dealers, handlers, or processors who purchase commercial tree fruit 
from a producer for sale, processing, or shipment anywhere, shall 
withhold the assessment due and payable the Washington tree fruit re-
search commission by producers of such commercial tree fruit unless 
adequate evidence is supplied by such producer that payment of the as-
sessment has been or will have been made directly by ((himself)) them-
selves. The first handler is responsible for payment of the research 
assessment, but ((he)) they shall charge the same against the produc-
er, who is finally responsible for such assessment. A producer who 
transports ((his)) their own fruit or fruit on consignment to fresh 
market is deemed to be a first handler.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 4, filed 7/17/72)
WAC 16-560-060  Reports of dealer, handler, and processor.  Every 

dealer, handler, and processor shall annually, within ((thirty)) 30 
days following each August 31st, file with the Washington tree fruit 
research commission a report, under oath, on forms prescribed and fur-
nished by said commission, stating the quantity of apples covered by 
the provisions of the Tree Fruit Research Act handled, shipped or pro-
cessed by ((him)) them during the ((twelve)) 12-month period immedi-
ately preceding said August 31st. Said return shall in addition iden-
tify each person from whom said apples were received and the amount of 
apples furnished by each said person. All said returns shall be sub-
mitted directly to the Washington state apple advertising commission 
as the designated agent for audit and collection of assessments levied 
on apples pursuant to the provisions of the Tree Fruit Research Act. 
The above is to conform with RCW 15.26.190.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-03-036, filed 1/8/20, effective 
2/8/20)

WAC 16-560-080  Requests for public records.  (1) All requests 
for disclosure of public records must be submitted in writing directly 
to the commission's public records officer by mail at 1719 Springwater 
Avenue, Wenatchee, WA 98801, or by email at 
kathy@treefruitresearch.com. The written request should include:

(a) The name of the person requesting the record and ((his or 
her)) their contact information;

(b) The calendar date on which the request is made; and
(c) Sufficient information to readily identify the records being 

requested.
(2) Any person wishing to inspect the commission's public records 

may make an appointment with the public records officer to inspect the 
records at the commission office during regular business hours. In or-
der to adequately protect the commission's public records, the follow-
ing will apply:
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(a) Public records made available for inspection may not be re-
moved from the area the commission makes available for inspection.

(b) Inspection of any public record will be conducted in the 
presence of the public records officer or designee.

(c) Public records may not be marked or altered in any manner 
during inspection.

(d) The commission has the discretion to designate the means and 
the location for the inspection of records. The viewing of those re-
cords that require specialized equipment shall be limited to the 
availability of that equipment located at the commission office and 
the availability of authorized staff to operate that equipment.
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