
SENATE BILL REPORT

SB 5454

AS OF FEBRUARY 15, 1991

Brief Description: Allowing mandatory continuing medical
education credit in the area of professional liability risk
management.

SPONSORS:Senators West, Vognild, von Reichbauer, Snyder and
Johnson.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & LONG-TERM CARE

Staff: Scott Plack (786-7409)

Hearing Dates: February 19, 1991

BACKGROUND:

The state Board of Medical Examiners currently may establish
continuing education requirements for physicians as a
condition for licensure renewal. Specific educational
requirements are established in rule by the board.

Medical malpractice liability is an issue affecting the cost,
quality and availability of health care. One strategy for
reducing physician exposure to medical liability and
malpractice is to implement risk management activities.
Currently, there are no board requirements to allow physicians
to use continuing education as an opportunity to attend
workshops, conferences or engage in other activities that
provide information on risk management.

SUMMARY:

The Board of Medical Examiners is directed to draft rules
allowing board approved activities relating to professional
liability risk management which satisfy mandatory continuing
education requirements.

Appropriation: none

Revenue: none

Fiscal Note: requested
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