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SYNOPSIS AS ENACTED

Brief Description: Enabling a court to sentence a person
convicted of driving under the influence to attend a panel of
victims of similar crimes.

SPONSORS:Senators Erwin, A. Smith, M. Kreidler, Newhouse, Nelson,
Rasmussen, McCaslin and von Reichbauer

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

BACKGROUND:

The first DWI victims impact panel in the United States was
implemented in the early 1980s by Judge Admire of Redmond’s
King County Northeast District Court. There are now at least
six operating DWI victims impact panel programs in Washington
and several others are being developed.

A DWI offender, as part of his or her sentence, may be
required to attend a DWI victims impact panel and be brought
face to face with people who have suffered personal tragedies
as a result of drunk driving. Currently, however, there is no
statutory authority enabling judges to make attendance at a
DWI victims impact panel a condition of the sentence.

SUMMARY:

A court may require a person who is convicted of a DWI or who
enters a deferred prosecution program to attend a DWI victims
impact panel. The victims impact panel is an educational
program focusing on the emotional, physical, and financial
suffering of victims who were injured by persons convicted of
driving while under the influence of intoxicants.

VOTES ON FINAL PASSAGE:

Senate 45 0
House 95 0

EFFECTIVE: June 11, 1992
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