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HOUSE BILL 1236

State of Washington 53rd Legislature 1993 Regular Session

By Representatives Rust, Pruitt and Sheldon; by request of Department
of Ecology

Read first time 01/20/93. Referred to Committee on Natural Resources
& Parks.

AN ACT Relating to fees for water rights and related approvals; and
amending RCW 90.03.470.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 90.03.470 and 1987 ¢ 109 s 98 are each amended to read
as follows:

(1) The following fees shall be collected by the department in
advance:
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appheation,—two—dellars)—a)—For filing with the department each

application to appropriate public water, construct a reservoir, or

change or transfer a water right, one hundred dollars. The filing fee

is due upon submittal of the application to the department. The

application will not be considered complete, accepted for filing, or

assigned a priority date until the filing fee is paid in full.
(b) For the examination of an application for a permit to

appropriate water, the following fee schedule shall apply:
(i) _For applications for a quantity greater than zero cubic feet

per second and less than one cubic foot per second, one hundred forty

dollars for each one-tenth cubic foot per second or portion thereof.
(i) For applications for a quantity of one cubic foot per second

or more and less than one hundred cubic feet per second, one thousand

four hundred dollars for each cubic foot per second or portion thereof.

(iii) For applications for a quantity of one hundred cubic feet per

second or more, one hundred forty thousand dollars.
(c) For examination of an application to construct a reservoir,

five hundred dollars or one dollar per acre-foot of capacity, whichever

is_greater, but not to exceed one hundred forty thousand dollars.
(d) For examination of a permanent change or transfer, one hundred

dollars or one-half the fee required in (b) of this subsection for a

new water right for an equivalent quantity of water, whichever is

greater.
(e) For examination of a temporary or seasonal change or transfer,

one hundred dollars.
(f) For examining an application for an existing project or change

established without prior approval, the same examination fee as for a

new application or change plus twenty-five percent. Prior approval may
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include possession of a valid water right claim, a permit or

certificate to appropriate public waters, or a temporary permit issued

by the department.
() For issuance of a permit to appropriate public water or an

authorization to change or transfer a water right, one hundred dollars

or one-half of the examination fee for an equivalent guantity of water,

whichever is greater. No fee shall be charged for the issuance of a

certificate _of water right.
(h) For granting each extension of time for beginning construction,

completing construction, or completing application of water to

beneficial use, one hundred dollars.
(i) _For recording an assignment of a permit or an application to

appropriate water, one hundred dollars for each assignee.
() _For an application for a new water right, reservoir, or change

or transfer filed and accepted by the department prior to January 1,

1993, the examination and permit fees shall be one hundred dollars or

one-half the amount indicated in (b), (c), and (d) of this subsection,

as _applicable, whichever is greater.
(k) For the inspection of any hydraulic works to ensure safety to

life _and property, the actual cost of the inspection and related

expenses.
() _For the examination of plans and specifications as to the

safety of controlling works for storage of ten acre feet or more of

water, a minimum_ fee of five hundred dollars, or the actual cost,

except that the fee for examining plans and specifications to remove an

unsafe dam shall be ten dollars.
(2) _The department shall provide timely notification by certified

mail to applicants that fees are due. No action may be taken until the

fee is paid in full. Failure to remit fees within thirty days of the

department’s  naotification shall be grounds for rejecting the

application. Cash shall not be accepted. Fees must be paid by check

or money order and are nonrefundable.
For purposes of calculating fees for ground water filings, one

cubic foot per second shall be regarded as equivalent to four hundred

fitty gallons per minute.
(3) The department shall provide each applicant with a report

regarding the status of that person’s application no later than one

yvear following submittal of an application that is completed as

provided in RCW 90.03.260, 90.03.270, and 90.44.060. The department
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shall make a good faith effort to expedite action on water right

applications.

(4) The department shall submit a report to the appropriate

committees of the leqgislature by November 30 of each even-numbered year

showing detailed information on fees collected, actual expenses

incurred, and anticipated expenses
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