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SENATE BILL 5210

State of Washington 53rd Legislature 1993 Regular Session
By Senators Haugen and M. Rasmussen

Read first time 01/18/93. Referred to Committee on Government
Operations.

AN ACT Relating to acquiring and maintaining conservation areas;
amending RCW 82.46.070; adding a new section to chapter 43.99 RCW,;
adding a new section to chapter 82.45 RCW, recodifying RCW 82.46.070;
and providing for submission of this act to a vote of the people.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 82.46.070 and 1990 1st ex.s .c5s 3 are each amended
to read as follows:

(1) ((Subject—to—subsection—{2)—of this—section,—thelegislatve ——————————
autherity—ef—any—coeunty—may—impese)—»~A— _n additional excise tax is o

imposed beginning January 1, 1994, on each sale of real property in the
((ceunty))—state at a rate ((not-te—exeeed))—oef-one-half of one percent
of the selling price. The proceeds of the tax shall be used

exclusively for the acquisition of a fee simple or lesser interest in

conservation areas and maintenance of conservation areas.
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1)) The tax must be imposed and collected in the same manner and
under the same conditions as the tax under RCW 82.45.060 is imposed and

collected, except that the additional tax does not apply to the
acquisition of conservation areas by the state or a county, city, town,
or_park district

((The

3)) (2)_The treasurer of a county shall place fifty percent of
the receipts from the additional tax imposed under this section into an
account established for the county to acquire and maintain conservation

areas.
A plan for the expenditure of the county’s_portion of the excise
tax proceeds shall be prepared by the county legislative authority ((at —

| . I bet I I e s initiated_]
i - eaislati hority- ithin_si I

: I I I horized_| I o .

itiated—by—petition))—and- periodically updated : Prior to the

adoption or_alteration of this plan, the elected officials of cities

and towns located within the county shall be consulted and a public
hearing shall be held to obtain public input. The first priority for

these plans must be to acquire significant and critical wetland areas

or _development rights on the wetland areas that are threatened by
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incompatible land uses, development activities, or being drained and

filled. The proceeds of this excise tax that are retained by a county

must be expended in conformance with this plan.
(3) The treasurer of each county shall distribute the remaining

fifty percent of the receipts from the additional tax imposed under

this section to the state treasurer who shall place the moneys into the

conservation lands account created under section 2 of this act.

(4) As used in this section, "conservation area" has the meaning
given under RCW 36.32.570.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.99 RCW

to read as follows:

The conservation lands account is created in the state treasury.
Moneys received by the state treasurer from collections of the
additional excise tax on real estate sales, authorized under RCW
82.46.070 (as recodified by this act), shall be deposited into the
conservation lands account and may be spent only after appropriation.
Expenditures from the account may be used only by: (1) The interagency
committee on outdoor recreation for grants to state agencies to acquire
conservation areas, as defined in RCW 36.32.570; and (2) other state
agencies to maintain the conservation areas that are acquired with
these moneys.

The interagency committee on outdoor recreation shall adopt a plan
identifying conservation areas to be acquired and maintained, and shall
make grants for the acquisition of these identified conservation areas
to appropriate state agencies, including, but not limited to, the
department of wildlife, department of fisheries, department of natural
resources, and the state parks and recreation commission. The first
priority for these expenditures shall be to acquire significant and
critical wetland areas or development rights on such wetland areas that
are threatened by incompatible land uses, development activities, or
being drained and filled.

The interagency committee on outdoor recreation shall coordinate
its efforts with counties acquiring and maintaining conservation areas
under RCW 82.46.070 (as recodified by this act).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. RCW 82.46.070 as amended by this act is

recodified as a new section in chapter 82.45 RCW.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act shall be submitted to the people

for their adoption and ratification, or rejection, at the next
succeeding general election to be held in the state, in accordance with
Article 1l, section 1 of the state Constitution, as amended, and the
laws enacted to facilitate the operation thereof.

- END --
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