
1577-S
Sponsor(s): House Committee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Representatives Dellwo, Dyer, L. Johnson, Miller, Scott, Eide, R.
Meyers, Campbell, Wood, Thibaudeau, Ballasiotes, Cothern,
Wineberry, Conway, R. Johnson, Ogden, Mastin, Appelwick, Morris,
Brown, Flemming, G. Cole, Heavey, Jones, Karahalios, Wang, Kessler,
Veloria, Rust, Jacobsen, Basich, Dunshee, Quall, Pruitt, Linville,
H. Myers, Romero, Johanson, Wolfe, G. Fisher, R. Fisher, King,
Holm, Shin, Valle, Riley, Springer, Chappell, Dorn, Sommers, Peery,
J. Kohl, Locke, Bray, Lemmon, Brough, Leonard and Anderson)

Brief Description: Reforming health care.

HB 1577-S - DIGEST

(DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)

Declares a goal that all residents shall receive needed health
services by July 1, 1998.

Transfers the powers, duties, and functions of the Washington
basic health plan to the Washington state health care authority.

Revises existing provisions of the basic health plan.
Revises provisions for state-purchased health services.
Establishes the Washington state health insurance purchasing

cooperative.
Provides for a health care data system.
Proposes solutions to health professional shortages.
Creates the Washington health services commission.
Designates health plan certification standards.
Requires individual and employer participation.
Designates health care practice guidelines.
Repeals RCW 48.46.370, 48.46.160, and 48.46.905.
Revises provisions for health care liability reform.
Requires mandatory mediation of health care malpractice

claims.
Establishes the Washington health services account.
Revises provisions pertaining to worker’s compensation medical

benefits.
Establishes revenue sources.


