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SENATE BI LL 5029

Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Morton

Read first tinme 01/13/97. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to obsolete provisions in the water code; anendi ng
RCW 90. 54. 030, 90.54.040, 90.54.050, 90.22.010, and 90.54.100; and
repeal i ng RCW 43. 21A. 460, 90.54.190, and 90. 54. 200.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW90.54.030 and 1990 ¢ 295 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purpose of ensuring that the departnent is fully advised in
relation to the performance of the water resources programprovided in
RCW 90. 54. 040, ((and—to—provide—+nformation—andsuppert—to—thefoint
seleet—commttee—established A RCOAW90-54.024-)) the departnent is
directed to becone informed with regard to all phases of water and
related resources of the state. To acconplish this objective the
departnment shall

(1) Develop a conprehensive water resource data program that
provides the information necessary for effective planning and
managenent on a regional and state-w de basis. The data program shal
i ncl ude an i nformati on managenent pl an descri bing the data requirenents
for effective water resource planning, and a systemfor collecting and
provi di ng access to water resource data on a regional and state-w de

p. 1 SB 5029. SL
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basi s( (—Fhewater—+resourcedataprogramshall—alseineludearesourece
. I I I . 5 .t hi
seet+oen));

(2) Collect, organize and catal og existing informati on and st udi es
available to it fromall sources, both public and private, pertaining
to water and rel ated resources of the state;

(3) Devel op such additional data and studies pertaining to water
and rel ated resources as are necessary to acconplish the objectives of
this chapter; and

(4) Develop alternate courses of action to solve existing and
foreseeable problens of water and related resources and include
therein, to the extent feasible, the econom c and social consequences
of each such course, and the inpact on the natural environnment ((:

SB 5029. SL p. 2
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All the foregoing shall be included in a "water resources
i nformati on systeni established and mai ntai ned by the departnent. The
departnment shall devel op a systemof catal oging, storing and retrievi ng
the informati on and studies of the informati on systemso that they may
be made readily available to and effectively used not only by the
departnent but by the public generally.

Sec. 2. RCW90.54.040 and 1988 ¢ 47 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent, through the adoption of appropriate rules, is
directed, as a matter of high priority to insure that the waters of the
state are utilized for the best interests of the people, to devel op and
inplement in accordance wth the policies of this chapter a

conprehensive state water resources program which wll provide a
process for making decisions on future water resource allocation and
use. The departnent may develop the program in segnents so that

i mredi ate attention may be given to waters of a given physi oecononic
region of the state or to specific critical problenms of water
al l ocation and use.

p. 3 SB 5029. SL
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(2) Inrelation to the managenent and regul atory prograns rel ating
to water resources vested init, the departnent is further directed to
nodi fy existing regul ati ons and adopt new regul ati ons, when needed and
possible, to insure that existing regulatory prograns are in accord
wth the water resource policy of this chapter and the program
established in subsection (1) of this section. ((Fhe—eurrent

(3) The departnment is directed to review all statutes relating to
wat er resources which it is responsible for inplenenting. Wen any of
t he sanme appear to the departnent to be anbi guous, uncl ear, unworkabl e,
unnecessary, or otherwi se deficient, it shall nake reconmmendations to
the legislature including appropriate proposals for statutory
nodi fications or additions. Wenever it appears that the policies of
any such statutes are in conflict wwth the policies of this chapter,
and the departnent is unable to fully performas provided i n subsection
(2) of this section, the departnment is directed to submt statutory
nmodi fications to the legislature which, if enacted, would allow the
departnment to carry out such statutes in harnony with this chapter

Sec. 3. RCW90.54.050 and 1988 ¢ 47 s 7 are each anmended to read
as follows:

In conjunction with the progranms provided for in RCW90. 54. 040(1),
whenever it appears necessary to the director in carrying out the
policy of this chapter, the departnent may by rul e adopted pursuant to
chapter 34.05 RCW

(1) Reserve and set aside waters for beneficial utilization in the
future, and

(2) When sufficient information and data are |lacking to allow for
t he making of sound decisions, withdraw various waters of the state
from additional appropriations until such data and information are
avai |l abl e.

Prior to the adoption of a rule under this section, the departnent
shal | conduct a public hearing in each county in which waters rel ating
to the rule are located. The public hearing shall be preceded by a
notice placed in a newspaper of general circulation published within
each of said counties. Rul es adopted hereunder shall be subject to

SB 5029. SL p. 4
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review in accordance with the provisions of RCW ((34-05-538—e6r))
34. 05. 240.

Sec. 4. RCWO90. 22.010 and 1994 c 264 s 86 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnment of ecology may establish mninmm water flows or
|l evels for streanms, |akes or other public waters for the purposes of
protecting fish, game, birds or other wldlife resources, or
recreational or aesthetic values of said public waters whenever it
appears to be in the public interest to establish the sane. I n
addition, the departnent of ecology shall, when requested by the
departnment of fish and wildlife to protect fish, ganme or other wildlife
resources under the jurisdiction of the requesting state agency, or if
t he departnent of ecology finds it necessary to preserve water quality,
establish such mnimumflows or levels as are required to protect the
resource or preserve the water quality described in the request or
determ nation. Any request submtted by the departnent of fish and

wldlife shall include a statenment setting forth the need for
establishing a mnimum flow or |evel. When the departnent acts to
preserve water quality, it shall include a simlar statement with the
proposed rule filed with the code reviser. This section shall not

apply towaters artificially stored in reservoirs, provided that in the
granting of storage permts by the departnent of ecology in the future,
full recognition shall be given to downstream m ninum flows, if any
there may be, which have theretofore been established hereunder.

Sec. 5. RCW90.54.100 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 225 s 11 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

The departnment of ecology shall as a matter of high priority
evaluate the needs for water resource devel opnent projects and the
alternative nethods of financing of the same by public and private
agencies, including financing by federal, state and | ocal governnents
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and conbi nations thereof. Such evaluations shall be broadly based and
be included as a part of the conprehensive state water resources
programrelating to uses and managenent as defined in RCW 90. 54. 030.
(( - I Lot I | . i nclhudi

ot | hall | b I I L egisl .
acecordance—wt+h—ROW930-54-070-))

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. The followi ng acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW43. 21A 460 and 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 18 s 1

(2) RCW90.54.190 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 856 & 1989 c 348 s 11; and

(3) RCW90.54.200 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 4 s 11

Passed the Senate February 12, 1997.

Passed the House April 8, 1997.

Approved by the Governor April 16, 1997.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State April 16, 1997.
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