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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5532

Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conm ttee on Governnment Operations (originally sponsored by
Senators McCaslin, Haugen and W nsl ey)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to nediation in |and-use decisions involving
conditional or special use permts; adding a new section to chapter
35.63 RCW adding a new section to chapter 35A.63 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 36.70 RCW adding a new section to chapter 35.22
RCW and addi ng a new section to chapter 36.32 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 35.63 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Prior to filing an appeal of a final decision by a hearing
exam ner involving a conditional or special use permt application
requested by a party that is |licensed or certified by the departnent of
social and health services or the departnent of corrections, the
aggrieved party nust, within five days after the final decision,
initiate formal nediation procedures in an attenpt to resolve the
parties’ differences. |If, after initial evaluation of the dispute, the
parties agree to proceed with a nediation, the nediation shall be
conducted by a trained nedi ator selected by agreenent of the parties.
The agreement to nediate shall be in witing and subject to RCW
5.60.070. If the parties are unable to agree on a nedi ator, each party
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shall nomnate a nediator and the nediator shall be selected by I ot
from anong the nom nees. The nmedi ator nust be selected within five
days after formal nediation procedures are initiated. The nediation
process nust be conpleted within fourteen days from the tine the
medi ator is selected except that the nediation process may extend
beyond fourteen days by agreenent of the parties. The nediator shall,
within the fourteen-day period or wwthin the extension if an extension
is agreed to, provide the parties wwth a witten sunmary of the issues
and any agreenents reached. |f the parties agree, the nediation report
shal | be nade avail able to the governing jurisdiction. The cost of the
medi ati on shall be shared by the parties.

(2) Any tinme limts for filing of appeals are tolled during the
pendency of the nediation process.

(3) As used in this section, "party" does not include county, city,
or town.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 35A 63 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A final decision by a hearing exam ner involving a conditional or
speci al use permt application under this chapter that is requested by
a party that is licensed or certified by the departnment of social and
health services or the departnment of corrections is subject to
medi ati on under section 1 of this act before an appeal may be fil ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 36. 70 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A final decision by a hearing exam ner involving a conditional or
speci al use permt application under this chapter that is requested by
a party that is licensed or certified by the departnent of social and
health services or the departnment of corrections is subject to
medi ati on under section 1 of this act before an appeal may be fil ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 35.22 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A final decision by a hearing exam ner involving a conditional or
special use permt application under a hone-rule charter that 1is
requested by a party that is |licensed or certified by the departnent of
soci al and health services or the departnment of corrections is subject
to nedi ati on under section 1 of this act before an appeal may be fil ed.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 36.32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A final decision by a hearing exam ner involving a conditional or
special use permt application under a hone-rule charter that is
requested by a party that is |licensed or certified by the departnent of
soci al and health services or the department of corrections is subject
to nmedi ati on under section 1 of this act before an appeal nmay be fil ed.

Passed the Senate February 9, 1998.

Passed the House March 5, 1998.

Approved by the Governor March 23, 1998.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 23, 1998.
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