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Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Comm ttee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators
Wod, Goings and Wnsley; by request of Washington State Patrol)

Read first tine 02/ 27/97.

AN ACT Relating to restricting the di stance a vehicle may travel in
a two-way left turn | ane; and reenacting and anmendi ng RCW 46. 61. 290.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.61.290 and 1984 ¢ 12 s 1 and 1984 ¢ 7 s 68 are each
reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn shall do so as foll ows:

(1) Right turns. Both the approach for a right turn and a right
turn shall be nade as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or
edge of the roadway.

(2) Left turns. The driver of a vehicle intending to turn left
shall approach the turn in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully
available to traffic noving in the direction of travel of the vehicle.
Whenever practicable the left turn shall be nade to the left of the
center of the intersection and so as to | eave the intersection or other
|l ocation in the extrene |eft-hand lane lawfully available to traffic
moving in the sane direction as the vehicle on the roadway being
ent er ed.

(3) Two-way left turn | anes.
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(a) The departnent of transportation and |l ocal authorities in their
respective jurisdictions may designate a two-way left turn lane on a
roadway. A two-way left turn lane is near the center of the roadway
set aside for use by vehicles making left turns in either direction
fromor into the roadway.

(b) Two-way left turn |lanes shall be designated by distinctive
uni form roadway markings. The departnment of transportation shal
determ ne and prescribe standards and specifications governing type,
| ength, wdth, and positioning of the distinctive permanent markings.
The standards and specifications devel oped shall be filed with the code
reviser in accordance wth the procedures set forth in the
adm ni strative procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW On and after July 1,
1971, permanent markings designating a two-way left turn |ane shal
conformto such standards and specifications.

(c) Upon a roadway where a center |ane has been provided by
di stinctive pavenent markings for the use of vehicles turning |l eft from
either direction, no vehicles may turn left from any other lane. A
vehicle shall not be driven in this center |lane for the purpose of
overtaki ng or passing anot her vehicle proceeding in the same direction.
No vehicle may travel further than three hundred feet within the | ane.
A signal, either electric or manual, for indicating a left turn
nmovenent, shall be nade at |east one hundred feet before the actua
left turn novenent is made.

(4) The departnent of transportation and | ocal authorities in their
respective jurisdictions may cause official traffic-control devices to
be placed and thereby require and direct that a different course from
that specified in this section be traveled by turning vehicles, and
when the devices are so placed no driver of a vehicle may turn a
vehicle other than as directed and required by the devices.

Passed the Senate March 12, 1997.

Passed the House April 14, 1997.

Approved by the Governor April 24, 1997.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 24, 1997.
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