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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5886

AS RECOMMENDED BY CONFERENCE COWM TTEE
Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
St ranni gan, Swecker, Jacobsen and Cke)

Read first tine 03/10/97.

AN ACT Relating to the regional fisheries enhancenent program
anendi ng RCW 75. 50. 080 and 75.50. 160; adding new sections to chapter
75.50 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Currently, many of the sal non stocks on the WAshi ngton coast
and in Puget Sound are severely depressed and may soon be |isted under
the federal endangered species act.

(b) I'mediate action is needed to reverse the severe decline of
this resource and ensure its very survival

(c) The cooperation and participation of private |andowners is
crucial in efforts to restore and enhance sal non popul ati ons.

(d) Regional fisheries enhancenent groups have been exceptionally
successful in their efforts to work with private | andowners to restore
and enhance sal non habitat on private | ands.

(e) State funding for regional fisheries enhancenent groups has
been declining and is a significant limtation to current fisheries
enhancenent and habitat restoration efforts.

p. 1 2SSB 5886. SL
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(f) Therefore, a stable funding source is essential to the success
of the regional enhancenent groups and their efforts to work
cooperatively with private | andowners to restore sal nbn resources.

(2) The legislature further finds that:

(a) The increasing popul ation and conti nued devel opnent t hroughout
the state, and the transportation system needed to serve this growth,
have exacerbated problens associated with culverts, creating barriers
to fish passage.

(b) These barriers obstruct habitat and have resulted in reduced
production and survival of anadronous and resident fish at a time when
sal noni d stocks continue to decline.

(c) Current state |laws do not appropriately direct resources for
the correction of fish passage obstructions related to transportation
facilities.

(d) Current fish passage nanagenent efforts related to
transportation projects |lack necessary coordination on a watershed,
regional, and state-w de basis, have inadequate funding, and fail to
maxi m ze use of avail abl e resources.

(e) Therefore, the legislature finds that the departnent of
transportation and the departnent of fish and wildlife should work with
state, tribal, local governnent, and volunteer entities to develop a
coordi nat ed, watershed-based fish passage barrier renoval program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent may provide start-up funds to regional fisheries
enhancenment groups for costs associated with any enhancenent project.
The regional fisheries enhancenent group advisory board and the
departnment shall devel op guidelines for providing funds to the regional
fisheries enhancenent groups.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 75.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The regional fisheries enhancenent salnonid recovery account is
created in the state treasury. All receipts fromfederal sources and
moneys from state sources specified by | aw nust be deposited into the
account. Moneys in the account may be spent only after appropriation.
Expendi tures from the account may be used for the sole purpose of

2SSB 5886. SL p. 2
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fisheries enhancenent and habitat restoration by regional fisheries
enhancenent groups.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The regional fisheries enhancenment group
advi sory board shall conduct a study of federal, state, and |oca
permtting requirenents for fisheries enhancenent and habitat
restoration projects. The study shall identify redundant, conflicting,
or duplicative permtting requirenents and rules, and shall make
recommendations for stream ining and i nproving the permtting process.
The results of the study shall be reported to the senate natural
resources and parks conm ttee and the house of representatives natural
resources commttee by Novenber 1, 1997

Sec. 5. RCW75.50.080 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 47 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Regi onal fisheries enhancenent groups, consistent with the |ong-
termregional policy statenents devel oped under RCW 75.50. 020, shall
seek to:

(1) Enhance the sal non and steel head resources of the state;

(2) Maxim ze volunteer efforts and private donations to i nprove the
sal non and steel head resources for all citizens;

(3) Assist the departnent in achieving the goal to double the
state-w de sal non and st eel head catch by the year 2000 ((unhder—chapter
24— taws—of—1988)); and

(4) Devel op projects designed to suppl enent the fishery enhancenent
capability of the departnent.

Sec. 6. RCW75.50.160 and 1995 ¢ 367 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The ((departrent—s—habitat—di-vi-ston—shal-t—werk—w-th)) depart nent
and the departnment of transportation shall convene a fish passage
barrier renpbval task force. The task force shall consist of one
representative each from the departnent, the departnent of
transportation, the departnent of ecology, tribes, cities, counties,
((and)) a_ business organization, an environnental organization,
regi onal fisheries enhancenent groups, and other interested entities as
deened appropriate by the cochairs. The persons representing the
departnent and t he departnent of transportation shall serve as cochairs
of the task force and shall appoint nenbers to the task force. The

p. 3 2SSB 5886. SL
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task force shall nmake recommendations to ((develep—a)) expand the
programin RCW75.50.170 to identify and expedite the renoval of human-
made or caused inpedinents to anadronous fish passage in the nost

efficient manner practical. Program recommendati ons shall include a
fundi ng nechani sm and other necessary nechanisns to coordinate and
prioritize state, tribal, local, and volunteer efforts within each

water resource inventory area. A priority shall be given to projects
that i nmmedi ately i ncrease access to avail abl e and i nproved spawni ng and
rearing habitat for depressed, threatened, and endangered stocks. The
departnent or the departnent of transportation may contract wwth cities
and counties to assist inthe identification and renoval of inpedi nents
to anadronous fish passage.

A report on the ((preogress—efi+npedinentidentiiiecattonandrenoval
and—theneedfor)) recomendations to develop a programto identify and
renove fish passage barriers and any additional |egislative action
needed to inplenent the programshall be submtted to the ((senate—and

the—house—of representati-vesnatural—resourees)) appropriate standing
commttees of the legislature no later than ((Janrvary—3—31996))
Decenber 1, 1997.

Passed the Senate April 26, 1997.

Passed the House April 25, 1997.

Approved by the Governor May 15, 1997.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 15, 1997.
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