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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6324

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on WAays & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Morton, Rasmussen, Cke, Swecker and West)

Read first tinme 02/05/98.

AN ACT Relating to fish enhancenent with renote site incubators;
addi ng a new section to chapter 75.50 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that trout and sal non
popul ations are depleted in many state waters. Restoration of these
popul ations to a healthy status requires inproved protection of these
species and their habitats. However, in sone instances restoration of
sel f-sustaining populations also requires the reintroduction of the
fish into their native habitat.

Renot e site i ncubators have been shown to be a cost-effective neans
of bypassing the early period of high nortality experienced by sal nonid
eggs that are naturally spawed in streans. |In addition, renote site
i ncubat ors provide an efficient nmethod for reintroduction of fish into
areas that are not seeded by natural spawning. The technol ogy for
remote site incubators is well developed, and their application is
easily acconplished in a wde variety of habitat by persons with a
noderate | evel of training.

It is a goal of the renpte site incubator program to assist the
reestablishment of wild salnmon and trout populations that are self-
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sust ai ni ng t hrough natural spawning. In other cases, where the habitat
has been permanently damaged and natural popul ati ons cannot sustain
thensel ves, the renpote site incubator program may beconme a cost-
effective long-termsolution for supplenentation of fish popul ations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall devel op and i npl enment a programutilizing
renmote site incubators in Washington state. The programshall identify
sites in tributaries that are suitable for reestablishing self-
sustaining, locally adapted populations of coho, chum or chinook
salnon. The initial selection of sites shall be conpleted by July 1,
1999, and updated annually thereafter.

(2) The departnent may only approve a renote site i ncubator project
if the departnment deens it is consistent wwth the conservation of wild
salnon and trout. The departnent shall only utilize appropriate
salnonid eggs in renote site incubators, and may acquire eggs by gift
or purchase.

(3) The departnment shall depend chiefly upon volunteer efforts to
inplenment the renote site incubator program through vol unteer
cooperative projects and the regional fisheries enhancenent groups.
The departnent nay prioritize renote site incubator projects within
regi onal enhancenent areas.

(4) The departnment may purchase renote site i ncubators and may use
agency enpl oyees to construct renote site i ncubators. The director and
the secretary of the departnent of <corrections shall jointly
i nvestigate the potential of producing renote site incubators through
the prison industries program of the departnent of corrections, and
shall jointly report their finding to the natural resources commttees
of the house of representatives and the senate by Decenber 1, 1999.

(5) The departnment shall investigate the use of the renote site
i ncubat or technol ogy for the production of warmwater fish.

(6) The departnent shall evaluate the initial results of the
program and report to the legislature by Decenber 1, 2000. Annua
reports on the progress of the program shall be provided to the fish
and wildlife conmm ssion.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
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1 June 30, 1998, in the omi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
2 void.

Passed the Senate March 9, 1998.

Passed the House March 4, 1998.

Approved by the Governor April 1, 1998.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State April 1, 1998.
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