
VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1111-S
May 20, 1997

To the Honorable Speaker and Members,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washington

Ladies and Gentlemen:
I am returning herewith, without my approval Engrossed

Substitute House Bill No. 1111, entitled:
"AN ACT Relating to granting water rights;"
Washington’s water law is designed to ensure that water is

obtained according to a fair and impartial process. Water rights
are obtained only after it is determined through a systematic
process that water is available, that the water will be applied to
a beneficial use, that the use of the water will not impair
existing rights, and that the use of the water will not be
detrimental to the public interest.

Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 1111 would set up a
separate, parallel track for the issuance of water rights. It
would reward unauthorized users of water by allowing them to file
water rights applications and continue their use until the
Department of Ecology makes decisions on the applications, while
those who have complied with the law wait for decisions without
water. Furthermore, those who have pending applications may be
denied water rights because of the unavailability of water caused
by the unauthorized uses this bill would continue to allow. This
is unfair to those who have complied with the water right
permitting process.

There is an increasing expectation that many water use issues
will be resolved at the local watershed level. Amnesty for
unauthorized water use should be considered during such a local
watershed planning effort, not provided through statewide
legislation beforehand.

For these reasons, I have vetoed Engrossed Substitute House
Bill No. 1111 in its entirety.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary Locke
Governor


