
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1049
Mandatingcoverageforreplacement medicare insurance policies.

Health CareCommittee January27, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Cody and Parlette

BACKGROUND: Thisbill corrects an error inthestatutory text.

MedicareSupplements(commonly called Medigap polices) arehealth insurance policies that
provide ways tofill thecoverage gapsleft by Medicare. In1992, federal regulations setuniform
standards for this coverage with10 standard supplements--A through J. [Seeattached chart]

Medicare Supplements were notincluded inthedefinition of health plan– adoptedin1993 and
therefore are not covered by the "insurance reforms"-- preexisting condition limitations,
portability, and guaranteed issue/renewability.

In1995, portability protections were extendedtothis coverageso a personcouldpurchasea
medigap policy withoutevidenceof insurability– ifthe policy beingreplaced were more
comprehensive. However, therewas an erroron the wording referencing . . . more
comprehensive coverage thanthereplaced policy. Itshouldreferencethereplacing policy.–

SUMMARY: Languageischangedtoreferencereplacing policy.–
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