
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1256
Allowing thesecretary ofhealth toacceptgrants, services, and property

topromotewomen’s health.

Health CareCommittee February 4,1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Cody and Skinner.

BACKGROUND: The DepartmentofHealth (DOH) isgranted general statutory authority, under
RCW 43.70.040(7), toacceptgifts, grants and other funds.The DOH hasbeenadvised by legal
counsel thatits general grantofauthority, inlight oftheconstruction courts have givenother
similar statutes governing other agencies, doesnotclearly grant theDOH clear authority topursue
orsolicit fundsfromnon-governmental sources.

The proponents ofthis measureareseeking private funding topromotewomen’s health through
theauspices oftheDOH.

SUMMARY: The DOH isauthorized toacceptgrants, services, and property from thefederal
government, foundations, organizations, medical schools, andother entities topromotewomen’s
health.
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