
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1795
Requiring nursing home administrators totakeexaminations on state and federal laws.

Health CareCommittee February 24, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Conway and Mitchell.

BACKGROUND: Licensed nursing home administrators areresponsible forthesafeand efficient
management ofnursing homes. Licensed nursing home administrators arerequired by law to
have a baccalaureate degree, successfully completea practical examination developed by the
State Nursing Home LicensingBoardwithin theDepartment ofHealth, and successfully complete
an examination designed totest theprospective candidate’s competencetoadminister a nursing
home. Prospective candidate’s arealso required topassa national boardexamination on federal
lawsand regulations.

Nursing homes inWashingtonstate havesome regulations that go beyondand aremore precise
thanfederal requirements. Theseinclude, Medicaid non-discrimination, prohibition against asking
residents towaivetheir residents’ rights, refund ofunspentdeposits orpre-payments, an interim
sanction process, and a processforthe revocation of a license. Otherdifferences between
federal and state lawscan be foundintheareasoflicensing and inspection ofnursing homes.
Whilethecurrent exam on federal lawfocuses on thefederal regulations, it doesnotencompass
thedifferences inlaw and regulations specific to Washingtonstate laws. The StateNursing
Home Licensing Boardeliminated thestate examination in1997.

SUMMARY: Expandstherequirements forobtaining a nursing home administrators license. In
addition tothefederal nursing home laws, prospective nursing home administrators arerequired
tobe tested on theWashingtonstate lawsthatdo notduplicate federal lawsand regulations.
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