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BACKGROUND:

Surgical technologists arenon-regulated personnel principally employedby hospitals as partof
theoperating room team whichworksunderthesupervision ofsurgeons toperform certain skills
and aseptic techniques commonly associated withthe scrub– role during surgery..

Some areemployedby ambulatory surgery centers, orprivate physician operating suites. The
scrubrole includes a variety oftasks assuring thephysical preparation oftheoperating room and
preparation ofbasic sterile packsand trays, generally creating thesterile field during operative
procedures.Incomparison, first assisting– implies more advanced tasks such as closing
sutures, stapling, assisting withbleeding vessels, orotherduties thesurgeonmay delegate to
physicians, nursesorphysician assistants.

At therequest ofthelegislature, thequestion oftheneed forregulating surgical technologists
was referred to the Departmentof Health and the Board of Healthfor findings and
recommendationsunder the SunriseReview Act. The departmentand the board jointly
recommended that surgical technologists be registered undertheSecretary inorder toestablish
standards and provide oversight through theUniformDisciplinary Act.

SUMMARY: There isa declaration of legislative intent thatthe registration of surgical
technologists isinthepublic interest. Surgical technology isanallied health occupation providing
certain skills and aseptic techniques associated withthescrubrole during surgery.

A surgical technologist isdefined as a personregistered by the Departmentof Healthwho
practices underthesupervision and delegation ofa physician, nurse, orphysician assistant.

Surgical technology is defined asscrub activities andbehaviors inthesurgical setting, maintaining
thesterile field and preparation ofinstruments and supplies throughout thesurgical process.It
doesnotinclude hemostasis, suturing, ortying orplacing sutures.

Surgical technologists performing surgical technology or representing themselves as surgical
technologists arerequired to register withthedepartment.Exemptionsfrom theregistration
requirement arespecified.

The department isauthorized toadoptrules, setregistration feesand administer theregistration
program. The UniformDisciplinary Act governsthe discipline of surgical technologists for
unprofessional conduct, and theSecretary ofHealth actsas thedisciplining authority.
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