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SENATE BI LL 5056

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Wnsley and Rasnmussen

Read first tinme 01/11/1999. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to the Washi ngton service schol ars progranm addi ng
new sections to chapter 28A. 600 RCW adding a new section to chapter
28B. 80 RCW creating a new section; and making an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. Each year high schools in the state of
Washi ngton graduate a significant nunber of students who nmade maj or
contributions to their schools and communiti es. The purpose of the
Washi ngton service scholars program is to recognize and honor the
acconplishnments and contributions of these students, to encourage
students to continue to volunteer in their schools and communities, to
encourage and facilitate privately funded scholarship awards, to
provi de an opportunity for higher education for these students, and to
affirmthe i nportance of comunity service to the future of this state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

The Washington service scholars programis created. The program
shal | :
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(1) Provide annually for the selection of a mninmum of three
seniors in each legislative district in the state graduating from hi gh
school s who have distinguished thenselves in outstanding service in
their schools or communities;

(2) Increase the public awareness of the inportance of conmmunity
service in Washington state of public and private high school seniors
t hrough appropriate recognition cerenoni es and events at both the | ocal
and state |evel;

(3) Provide a listing of all Washington service scholars to al
Washi ngton state public and private colleges and universities to
facilitate comrunication about academ c pr ogr ans and about
schol ar shi ps;

(4) Create a state-level method for wusing private funds for
schol arship awards to high school seniors with outstanding service in
their schools and comunities;

(5) Provide, on witten request and with the perm ssion of the
student, a list of the Wshington service scholars to private
schol arship selection commttees to notify the scholars about any
avai | abl e schol arshi ps; and

(6) Permt grants under section 7 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

The higher education coordinating board shall admnister the
Washi ngton service scholars program The program shall be devel oped
cooperatively with the Wshington association of secondary school
principals, a voluntary professional association of secondary school
principals, and with organizations pronoting school and conmunity
servi ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

The hi gher education coordinating board shall create a planning
commttee to develop the criteria for selecting students for the
Washi ngton service scholars program These criteria shall enphasize
school and comunity service including but not limted to volunteer
work for conmunity organi zations, service in schools, involvenent in
service-oriented school organizations, individual efforts to help
others and inprove the |ocal community, and activities connected with
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service prograns in the school district. The criteria shall require
students to have spent a m nimum of one year involved in community or

school service. The planning commttee shall include nenbers from
state and private entities having an interest in and responsibility for
education and comunity service including but not limted to the

superintendent of public instruction, the council of presidents, the
state board for community and technical colleges, and representatives
of vol unteer organizations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 28A 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

Each year, on or before March 1st, the Washi ngton associ ation of
secondary school principals shall submt to the higher education
coordi nati ng board the nanes of graduating senior high school students
who have been identified and recommended by their high school
princi pals as perform ng outstandi ng school or community service under
the criteria established under section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 28A 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

The Washi ngton service scholars shall be selected each year from
anong the identified students. The higher education coordi nating board
shall notify the selected students, their high school principals, the
|l egislators of their respective districts, the governor, and the
superintendent of public instruction when the final selections have
been nmade.

The board, in cooperation with the governor’s office, shall prepare
appropriate certificates to be presented to the Washington service
scholars award recipients. An awards cerenony at an appropriate tine
and place shall be planned by the board in cooperation with the
Washi ngton associ ation of secondary school principals and with the
approval of the governor.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. A newsectionis added to chapter 28B. 80 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Recipients of the Wshington service scholars award under
sections 2 through 6 of this act who choose to attend an i ndependent
college or university in this state, as defined in subsection (4) of
this section, and recipients of the award who choose to attend a public

p. 3 SB 5056



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NNMNMNNNNRRRRERRRRRRPR
0o N O O A WNPEFEP O OO NOOD O MM WN RO

29
30
31
32
33
34

college or wuniversity in the state may receive grants under this
section if noneys are avail able. The hi gher education coordinating
board shall distribute grants to eligible students under this section
fromnmoneys appropriated for this purpose. The individual grants shal
not exceed, on a yearly basis, one thousand dollars. Gants to
reci pients attendi ng i ndependent institutions shall be contingent upon
the institution matching on at |east a dollar-for-dollar basis, either
with actual noney or by a waiver of fees, the anount of the grant
received by the student from the state. The higher education
coordi nati ng board shall establish procedures, by rule, to disburse the
awards as direct grants to the students.

(2) To qualify for the grant, recipients shall enter the in-state
college or university within three years of high school graduation
Grants shall be awarded only during the first year of study at the
col |l ege or university.

(3) No grant may be awarded to any student who i s pursuing a degree
i n theol ogy.

(4) As used in this section, "independent college or university"
means a private, nonprofit educational institution, the main canpus of
which is permanently situated in the state, open to residents of the
state, providing prograns of education beyond the high school |eve
|l eading at least to the baccal aureate degree, and accredited by the
nort hwest associ ati on of schools and col |l eges as of June 30, 1999, and
other institutions as may be devel oped that are approved by the higher
educati on coordi nati ng board as neeting equi val ent standards as those
institutions accredited under this section.

(5) As used in this section, "public college or university" mnmeans
an institution of higher education as defined in RCW 28B. 10. 016.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. The sum of seventy-three thousand five
hundred dollars, or as much thereof as nay be necessary, is
appropriated for the fiscal year endi ng June 30, 2000, fromthe general
fund to the higher education coordinating board to provide service
schol arshi ps of not nore than five hundred dollars to three students in
each legislative district.

~-- END ---
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