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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5067

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmittee on Environmental Quality & Water Resources
(originally sponsored by Senators Mrton and Brown)

Read first tinme 03/03/99.

AN ACT Relating to the reclamation, closure, or decomm ssi oni ng of
a uranium or thorium mll or tailings facility; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 1. The Washington state institute for public
policy shall conduct a study of the formal and infornmal adm nistrative
procedures used by the departnent of health in its nost recent approval
of the closure and reclamation of an 11e(2) |low | evel uraniummll site
| ocated in a county, east of the crest of the Cascade nountains, with
a popul ation of less than forty thousand. The goals of the study are
to recommend i nprovenents to the agency’ s procedures and ensure that,
when the state or federal governnent reviews the closure and
recl amati on of any uranium m nes, public funds are not placed at risk
due to inadequate |licensing and bondi ng procedures.

The study shall include: A reviewof applicable federal and state
| aws and agency rules, policies, and procedures related to the cl osure
and reclamation of wuranium mll and mne sites; the process for

establishing the amount of the closure and reclamation bonds for such
sites; an exam nation of the relevant public notification and review
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process; and recomendations for inproving the procedures and
protecting public funds when the state or federal governnment reviews
future closure and reclamation plans for uraniumm !l and m ne sites.

The study shal

be compl eted and delivered to the governor and the

| egi sl ature by Septenber 1, 2000.
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