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SENATE BI LL 5072

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Morton

Read first tine 01/11/1999. Referred to Commttee on Environnenta
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Relating to the reclamation, closure, or decomm ssi oni ng of
a uranium or thorium mll or tailings facility; and anending RCW
70.121. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.121.030 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 110 s 3 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

The Washi ngton state departnent of health or any other state agency
may not issue any permts or grant permssion to transport mll
tailings classified as 11e(2) waste under the federal atom c energy act
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 2011 et seq.).

(1) Any person who proposes to operate a uraniumor thoriummll
within the state of Washington after January 1, 1980, shall obtain a
license fromthe departnment to mll thoriumand uranium The period of
the license shall be determ ned by the secretary and shall be initially
valid for not nore than two years and renewabl e thereafter for periods
of not nore than five years. No license may be granted unl ess:

(a) The owner or operator of the mll submts to the departnent a
pl an for reclamation and di sposal of tailings and for deconm ssioning
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the site that conforns to the criteria and standards then in effect for
the protection of the public safety and health; and

(b) The owner of the mll agrees to transfer or revert to the
appropriate state or federal agency upon term nation of the |license al
| ands, buil dings, and grounds, and any interests therein, necessary to

fulfill the purposes of this chapter except where the |l ands are held in
trust for or are owned by any Indian tribe.

(2) Any person operating a uraniumor thoriummll on January 1,
1980, shall, at the tine of application for renewal of his license to
mll thorium or uranium conply with the followng conditions for
conti nued operation of the mll:

(a) The owner or operator of the mll shall submt to the

departnment a plan for reclamation and disposal of tailings and for

deconmm ssioning the site that conforns to the criteria and standards

then in effect for the protection of the public safety and health; and
(b) The owner of the m || shall agree to transfer or revert to the

appropriate state or federal agency upon term nation of the |license al

| ands, buil dings, and grounds, and any interests therein, necessary to

fulfill the purposes of this chapter except where the | ands are held in
trust for or are owned by any Indian tribe.
(3) The departnent shall, after public notice and opportunity for

written comment, hold a public hearing to consider the adequacy of the
proposed plan to protect the safety and health of the public required
by subsections (1) and (2) of this section. The proceedings shall be
recorded and transcribed. The public hearing shall provide the
opportunity for cross-exam nation by both the departnent and t he person
proposing the plan required under this section. The departnment shal
make a witten determnation as to the licensing of the mll which is
based upon the findings included in the determ nation and upon the
evi dence presented during the public conment period. The determ nation
is subject tojudicial review |If a declaration of nonsignificance is
issued for a license renewal application under rules adopted under
chapter 43.21C RCW the public hearing is not required.

(4) The departnent shall set a schedule of |icense and anmendnent
fees predicated on the cost of reviewng the |license application and of
nmonitoring for conpliance with the conditions of the [icense. A permt
for construction of a uraniumor thorium mll may be granted by the
secretary prior to |icensing.
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(5) The departnent shall not approve a license or the renewal of a
license for a uraniumor thoriumnne, mll, or tailings facility, if

the license i s based on a reclanation, closure, or decomm ssi oni ng t hat

i nvol ves the receipt, storage, pernanent inmpoundnent, or disposal of

mll tailings classified as 1l1e(2) waste under the federal atonc

enerqgy act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 2011 et seq.), except where the

radi oactive materials proposed for receipt, st or age, per nanent

i mpoundnent, or disposal, is produced at a nine associated with, and

under the sane operator or ownership as, the licensed site or proposed

licensed site.

--- END ---
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