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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5083

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmittee on Environmental Quality & Water Resources
(originally sponsored by Senator Swecker)

Read first tine 02/ 25/1999.

AN ACT Relating to bionedical waste treatnent and disposal;
amendi ng RCW70. 95K. 010 and 70. 95K. 020; addi ng a new section to chapter
70. 95K RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The University of Wshington graduate
school of public affairs shall conduct a study of the relative risks
posed by different nethods of treatnment and disposal of bionedica
wast e. In the course of designing and conducting the study, the
Uni versity of Washington shall consult with the departnent of ecol ogy,
t he departnment of health, and the state solid waste advi sory conm tt ee.
The study shall <consider the risk associated with exposure to
i nfectious organisns, to workers who are involved in the handling
treatnment, and disposal of bionedical waste, and to the surroundi ng
communities for the follow ng bionedical waste treatnent technol ogy
categories or disposal nethods:

(a) Autocl aving;

(b) Incineration;

(c) Electrothernmal deactivation systens;

(d) M crowavi ng;

p. 1 SSB 5083



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e o
o 0o A W N PP O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

(e) Chem cal deactivation; and

(f) Disposal of untreated nedical waste in approved solid waste
landfills.

(2) The study shall estimate the quantity of bionedi cal waste that
is generated in the state, is transported into the state from ot her
states and other countries, and shall characterize whether the
bi onedi cal waste is treated before disposal

(3) The study shall exam ne the conclusions fromrel ated studies,
i ncludi ng the 1993 study conducted by the United States environnental
protection agency and the 1997 study conducted by the national
institute for occupational safety and health.

(4) The University of Washington shall report its findings to the
departnment of ecol ogy, the departnent of health, and the state solid
waste advisory conmttee and shall submt a final report of its
findings to appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1,
2001.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 70. 95K RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Each facility that accepts and treats bionedical waste from
anot her party for renunerative benefit and operates bionedical waste
under a solid waste permt shall devel op a hazard anal ysis and critical
control points plan. The scope of the plan shall cover worker health
and safety and any health risks to the community surrounding the
facility. The plan shall be a systematic approach to the
identification, evaluation, and control of safety hazards and incl ude:

(a) Conducting a hazard anal ysis;

(b) Determning the critical control points;

(c) Establishing critical limts;

(d) Establishing nonitoring procedures;

(e) Establishing corrective actions;

(f) Establishing verification procedures; and

(g) Establishing recordkeepi ng and docunentati on procedures.

(2) The plan shall identify the corrective action that will be
taken when there is a deviation from the critical limts for each
identified step contained in the plan.

(3) The plan shall be submitted to the I ocal health jurisdiction
The local health jurisdiction shall review the plan in consultation
with the state departnent of health, the departnent of ecol ogy, and the
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departnment of |labor and industries and shall approve the plan or
recommend changes to the plan. The review shall be conpleted within
one hundred twenty days of subm ssion and shall include an expl anation
of the reasons for any recommended changes.

(4) Local health jurisdictions shall nonitor the operation of the
facilities to assure the plants are operated in accordance with the
pl an.

(5) If public health or worker safety i ssues develop wth regard to
the operation of a facility, including a significant change in the
source of waste, a change in the critical control points or the
energence of a disease of concern, any of the public agencies
enunerated in subsection (3) of this section or the plant operator may
propose revision of the plan to the local health jurisdiction. The
| ocal health jurisdiction, in consultation with the involved public
agencies, shall review the proposed revisions and nay recomend
addi tional corrective actions and changes to critical limts or other
el enents of the plan to provide i nproved protection to public health or
wor ker safety.

(6) Local health jurisdictions, with assi stance fromthe depart nent
of health, shall establish verification procedures as a condition of
the permt and as necessary to protect the public or worker health and
safety.

(7) Initial plans shall be prepared wthin tw years of the
effective date of this section. The plant operator shall review and
update the hazard analysis and critical control points plan every two
years. Such revisions shall be conducted in accordance with the
procedure established in subsection (3) of this section.

(8) A plant established after the effective date of this section
shal | devel op a hazard anal ysis and critical control points plan before
comrenci ng operation. Such plan shall be submtted in accordance with
the procedure established in subsection (3) of this section.

(9) This section does not affect nor replace other authorities or
responsibilities of state or |ocal agencies under other |aws.

Sec. 3. RCW70.95K 010 and 1994 c 165 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.
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(1) "Bionedical waste" neans, and is limted to, the follow ng
types of waste:

(a) "Animal waste" is waste animal carcasses, body parts, and
beddi ng of animals that are known to be infected with, or that have
been inoculated w th, human pathogenic m croorganisns infectious to
humans.

(b) "Biosafety level 4 disease waste" is waste contamnated with
bl ood, excretions, exudates, or secretions from humans or ani mals who
are isolated to protect others from highly conmunicable infectious
di seases that are identified as pathogenic organisns assigned to
bi osafety level 4 by the centers for disease control, national
institute of health, biosafety in mcrobiological and bionedical
| aboratories, current edition.

(c) "CQultures and stocks" are wastes infectious to humans and
i ncl udes specinmen cultures, cultures and stocks of etiologic agents,
wastes from production of biologicals and seruns, discarded |Iive and
attenuat ed vaccines, and | aboratory waste that has cone into contact
with cultures and stocks of etiologic agents or bl ood speci nens. Such
waste includes but is not limted to culture dishes, blood specinen
tubes, and devices used to transfer, inoculate, and m x cul tures.

(d) "Human bl ood and bl ood products” is di scarded waste human bl ood
and bl ood conponents, and materials containing free-fl ow ng bl ood and
bl ood products.

(e) "Pathological waste" is waste human source biopsy materials,
ti ssues, and anatom cal parts that emanate from surgery, obstetrica
procedures, and autopsy. "Pathological waste" does not include teeth,
human corpses, remains, and anatom cal parts that are intended for
interment or crenmation.

(f) "Sharps waste" is all hypoderm c needl es, syringes with needl es
attached, 1V tubing with needl es attached, scal pel bl ades, and | ancets
t hat have been renoved fromthe original sterile package.

(2) "Control point" nmeans any step at which biological, chemcal,

or physical factors can be controll ed.
(3) "Corrective action" neans procedures foll owed when a devi ati on

occurs when associ ated with bi onedi cal waste deactivation at facilities

under a solid waste permt.
(4) "Critical control point" neans a step at which control can be

applied and is essential to prevent or elimnate a safety or health
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hazard associated with bionedical waste deactivation at facilities
under a solid waste permt, or to reduce it to an acceptable |evel.

(5) "Critical limt" means a maximum or mninum value to which a
bi ol ogical, chem cal, or physical paraneter nust be controlled at a
critical control point to prevent, elimnate, or reduce to an
acceptabl e | evel the occurrence of a safety or health hazard associ at ed
with bionedical waste deactivation at facilities under a solid waste
permt.

(6) "Drop-off prograns” neans those programsites designated by the
solid waste planning jurisdiction where sharps users nay dispose of
their sharps containers.

(7) "Hazard analysis" neans the process of collecting and
evaluating information on hazards associated with bionedical waste
deactivation at facilities under a solid waste permt to decide which
hazards are significant and nust be addressed in the plan.

(8) "Local governnment" nmeans city, town, or county.

((3)r—+toeecal—health—department—reans—the—eity—eounty;—eity—

| ' . blie health d _

£4))) (9) "Local health jurisdiction" neans the county, city-county
or multicounty public health departnent or district.

(10) "Muail prograns" neans those prograns that provide sharps users
with a multiple barrier protection kit for the placenent of a sharps
cont ai ner _and subsequent nmailing of the wastes to an approved di sposal
facility.

(11) "Monitor" neans to conduct a pl anned sequence of observations
or measurenents associated wth bionedical waste deactivation at
facilities under a solid waste permt to assess whether a critica
control point is under control and to produce an accurate record for
future use in verification

(12) "Person" neans an individual, firm corporation, association,
partnership, consortium joint venture, commercial entity, state
gover nment agency, or |ocal governnent.

£6))) (13) "Pharmacy return prograns" neans those prograns where
sharps containers are returned by the user to designated return sites
|l ocated at a pharmacy to be transported by a bionedical or solid waste
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collection conpany approved by the wutilities and transportation
conmi ssi on.

(14) "Plan," which is a hazard analysis and critical control points
plan, nmeans a systematic approach to the identification, evaluation,
and control of safety and health and safety hazards when associ ated
with bionedical waste deactivation at facilities under a solid waste
permt.

(15) "Residential sharps waste" has the sane neaning as "sharps
waste" in subsection (1) of this section except that the sharps waste
is generated and prepared for disposal at a residence, apartnent
dwel I'i ng, or other noncommercial habitat.

((A)) (16) "Sharps waste container" neans a |eak-proof, rigid,
puncture-resistant red container that is taped closed or tightly Iidded
to prevent the loss of the residential sharps waste.

((£8)—"Ms N oarans  nean hose  nroaram s

hei I . .
4+1-)) (17) "Source separation"” has the same nmeaning as in RCW
70. 95. 030.
((22»)) (48) "Step" neans a point, procedure, operation, or stage

in the system associated wth bionedical waste deactivation at
facilities under a solid waste permt, from the point of bionedica
wast e acceptance, to final deactivation and di sposal.

(19) "Treatnent" nmeans incineration, sterilization, or other
net hod, techni que, or process that changes the character or conposition
of a bionedical waste so as to minimze the risk of transmtting an
i nf ecti ous di sease.

(20) "Unprotected sharps" nmeans residential sharps waste that are
not di sposed of in a sharps waste container.
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(21) "Verification" neans those activities, other than nonitoring,
that determne the validity of the plan and that the system is
operating according to the plan, when associated with bionedi cal waste
deactivation at facilities under a solid waste permt.

Sec. 4. RCW70.95K 020 and 1992 ¢ 14 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) ((At—the—+eguest—of—an—-apptieants-)) The departnent of health
in consultation with the departnment of ecology and l|ocal health
departnment s((;—ay)) shall eval uate the environnental and public health
i npacts of bionedical waste treatnment technol ogi es. The agencies shal
consider the quidelines established by the state and territorial
association on the alternative treatnment technologies in their
eval uation. The departnent shall make available the results of any
eval uation to |local health ((departrents)) jurisdictions.

(2) Al direct costs associated with the evaluation shall be paid
by the applicant to the departnent of health or to a state or |oca
entity designated by the departnment of health.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "applicant” nmeans any person
representing a bionedical waste treatnent technol ogy that seeks ((an
evaldat+en)) approval to operate a plant by the local health
jurisdiction under subsection (1) of this section before initially
operating a plant enploying that treatnent technol ogy or before seeking
a significant change or upgrade in that treatnent technol ogy.

(4) The departnent of health may adopt rules to inplenent this
section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. | f specific funding for the purposes of
sections 2 and 3 of this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter
and section nunbers, is not provided by June 30, 1999, in the omi bus
appropriations act, sections 2 and 3 of this act are null and void.

~-- END ---
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