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SENATE BI LL 5093

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Costa and McCaslin

Read first time 01/12/1999. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to the adm ssibility of confessions and adm ssi ons
in crimnal and juvenile offense proceedi ngs; adding a new section to
chapter 10.58 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds as foll ows:

(a) The "corpus delicti" doctrine originated at a tine when there
were few |l egal protections against coerced confessions. The nodern
exi stence of such protections has elimnated the need for the doctrine.
The doctrine has been wdely criticized by legal scholars and
repudi ated by the United States suprene court.

(b) The jury system itself provides strong protection against
convi ctions based on unreliable confessions. Juries are fully capable
of evaluating the circunstances surroundi ng an all eged confession and
di sregarding the confession if it is unreliable.

(c) The "corpus delicti™ doctrine can produce severe injustice, by
making it inpossible to convict persons whose guilt is clearly proven.
This is particularly true in cases involving crines interrupted before
the goal is acconplished, for exanple attenpted nurder, and cases
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involving victims who cannot describe the acts that have been
perpetrated agai nst them for exanple severely disabled victins.

(2) Section 2 of this act is intended to adopt the federal
corroboration requirenent as set out in Qoper v. United States, 348
US 84, 99 L. Ed. 101, 75 S. C. 158 (1954).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 10.58 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In all crimnal and juvenil e offense proceedi ngs where i ndependent
proof of the corpus delicti is absent, a lawfully obtained confession
or adm ssion of the defendant nevertheless shall be admtted into
evidence if there is substantial independent evidence that would tend
to establish the trustworthiness of the confession or adm ssion.

~-- END ---
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