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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5101

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Agriculture & Rural Econom c Devel opnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Haugen and Rasmussen)

Read first tinme 03/03/99.

AN ACT Rel ating to avoi ding farm and conversi on; and addi ng a new
chapter to Title 89 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The state’s farmland is a uni que natural resource and provides
food and fiber for people around the world, in addition to providing
t he essential conponent for the state’s third | argest econom c sector;

(b) Each year, a large anobunt of Wshington’s farmand is
irrevocably converted from actual or potential agricultural use to
nonagri cul tural use;

(c) Continued decrease in Washington’s farm and base may threaten
the ability of our state to produce food and fiber in sufficient
guantities to neet donestic needs and the demands of our export
mar ket s;

(d) The extensive use of farmand for nonagricultural purposes
underm nes the econom c base of many rural areas;

(e) State actions, in many cases, result in or facilitate the
conversion of farm and to nonagricul tural uses although alternative
actions mght be available that would avoid or reduce the conversion;
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(f) State agencies are responsible for the inplenentation of the
state’s policies regarding the protection of resource | ands under the
growt h managenent act, including agricultural |ands; and

(g) State agencies should take steps to assure that the actions of
state governnent do not cause Washington farm and to be irreversibly
converted to nonagricultural uses in cases in which other state
interests do not override the inportance of the protection of farn and
nor ot herw se outwei gh the benefits of maintaining farm and resources.

(2) It is the purpose of this chapter to mnimze the extent to
which state prograns contribute to the unnecessary and irreversible
conversion of farmand to nonagricultural uses, and to assure that
state prograns are admnistered in a manner that, to the extent
practicable, wll be conpatible with |ocal governnent and private
prograns and policies to protect farn and.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Farm and" includes all |and defined as foll ows:

(a)(i) "Prime farm and"” neans | and t hat has t he best conbi nati on of
physi cal and chem cal characteristics for producing food, feed, fiber,
forage, oilseed, and other agricultural crops with mninmm inputs of
fuel, fertilizer, pesticides, and | abor, and w thout intolerable soi
er osi on.

(1) "Prime farmland" includes Iland that possesses the
characteristics under (a)(i) of this subsection, but is being used
currently to produce livestock and ti nber.

(tit) "Prime farm and" does not include land already in or
commtted to urban devel opnent or water storage;

(b) "Unique farm and" neans | and other than prine farm and that is
used for production of specific high-value food and fiber crops. It
has t he speci al conbination of soil quality, |ocation, grow ng season,
and noisture supply needed to economcally produce sustained high
quality or high yields of specific crops when treated and nmanaged
according to acceptable farm ng nethods. Exanpl es of these crops
include citrus, tree nuts, olives, cranberries, fruits, and veget abl es;
and

(c) "Farm and," other than prinme or unique farm and, that is of
state-w de or | ocal inportance for the production of food, feed, fiber,
forage, or oil seed crops, as determ ned by the appropri ate state agency
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or unit of |ocal governnent, and that should be considered as farn and
for the purposes of this chapter.

(2) "Local governnment" neans the governing body of a county or
city.

(3) "State program’ neans those activities or responsibilities of
a departnent, agency, independent commi ssion, or other unit of state

governnment that involve: (a) Undertaking, financing, or assisting
construction or inprovenent projects; or (b) acquiring, managi ng, or
di sposing of state lands and facilities. "State programt does not

i ncl ude construction or inprovenent projects that on the effective date
of this section are beyond the planning stage and are in either the
active design or construction stage.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. State agencies shall use the assistance and
i nformation of the natural resources conservation service of the United
States departnent of agriculture to identify and take into account the
adverse effects of the agency’'s prograns on the preservation of
farm and; to consider alternative actions, as appropriate, that could
| essen such adverse effects; and to assure that the agency’ s prograns,
to the extent practicable, are conpatible with state and |ocal
government prograns and policies to protect farnland.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Each state agency shall review current
provisions of law, admnistrative rules, and applicable policies and

procedures to determ ne whether any provision will prevent it from
taki ng appropriate action to conply fully with this chapter.
(2) Each state agency shall, as appropriate, devel op proposals for

action to bring its prograns, authorities, and admnistrative
activitiesintoconformty with the purpose and policy of this chapter.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 5. This chapter does not authorize any unit of
state governnent in any way to regul ate the use of private or nonstate
| and, nor does it in any way affect the property rights of owners of
such | and.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 89 RCW
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