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SENATE BI LL 5108

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Patterson, Johnson, Eide, Rossi, Prentice, T. Shel don,
Wnsley, MAuliffe, Oke, Kohl-Wlles and Costa; by request of
Li eut enant Gover nor

Read first tinme 01/13/1999. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to mssing and exploited children; anending RCW
43. 08. 250; adding new sections to chapter 13.60; and making an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds a conpelling need to
address the problem of mssing children, whether those children have
been abducted by a stranger, are m ssing due to custodial interference,
or are classified as runaways. Washington state ranks twelfth in the
nation for active cases of mssing juveniles and, at any given tineg,
nmore than one thousand ei ght hundred Washi ngton children are reported
as m ssing. The potential for physical and psychol ogical trauma to
these children is extrenme. Therefore, the legislature finds that it is
paramount for the safety of these children that there be a concerted
effort to resolve cases of mssing and exploited children.

Due to the conplexity of many child abduction cases, nost |aw
enforcenent personnel are unprepared and | ack adequate resources to
successfully and efficiently investigate these crinmes. Therefore, it
is the intent of the legislature that a nmultiagency task force be
established within the Washington state patrol, to be available to
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assist local jurisdictions in mssing child cases through referrals,
on-site assistance, case nmanagenent, and training. The | egislature
intends that the task force will increase the effectiveness of a
specific case investigation by drawing from the conbi ned resources,
know edge, and technical expertise of the nenbers of the task force.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A task force on mssing and exploited
children is established in the Washi ngton state patrol. The task force
shall be under the direction of the chief of the state patrol.

(2) The task force is authorized to assist |aw enforcenent
agencies, upon request, in cases involving mssing or exploited
chil dren by:

(a) Direct assistance and case nmanagenent;

(b) Technical assi stance;

(c) Personnel training;

(d) Referral for assistance from l|local, state, national, and
i nternational agencies; and

(e) Coordination and information sharing anong |ocal, state, and
federal |aw enforcenent and social service agencies.

(3) To maxim ze the efficiency and effectiveness of state resources
and to inprove interagency cooperation, the task force shall, where
feasi ble, use existing facilities, systens, and staff nade avail abl e by
the state patrol and other l|ocal, state, and federal |aw enforcenent
and soci al service agencies. The chief of the state patrol may enpl oy
such additional personnel as are necessary for the work of the task
force and may share personnel costs with other agencies.

(4) The chief of the state patrol shall seek public and private
grants and gifts to support the work of the task force.

(5) By Decenber 1, 2001, and annually thereafter, the chief of the
state patrol shall submt a report to the appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature. The report shall establish performance neasurenents and
objectives for the task force and assess the acconplishnents of the
task force.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The advisory board on m ssing and expl oited
children is established to advise the chief of the Washington state
patrol on the objectives, conduct, nmanagenent, and coordi nation of the
various activities of the task force on m ssing and expl oited chil dren.
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(1) The chief of the state patrol shall appoint five nenbers to the
advi sory board: (a) One nmenber shall be a county prosecuting attorney
or a representative and shall be appointed in consultation with the
el ected county prosecutors; (b) two nenbers shall be a nunici pal police
chief and a county sheriff, or their representatives, and shall be
appointed in consultation with the association of sheriffs and police
chi ef s under RCW 36. 28A. 010; (c) one nenber shall be a representative
of the state patrol; and (d) one nenber shall be a representative of
parents of m ssing or exploited children.

(2) A sixth nmenber of the board shall represent and be appoi nted by
the attorney general.

(3) To inprove interagency conmunication and coordination, the
chief of the state patrol shall invite representatives of federal |aw
enf orcenent agencies and state social service agencies to participate
in the advisory board.

(4) The nenbers of the board shall be qualified on the basis of
know edge and experience as nay contribute to the effective perfornance
of the board’s duties. The board shall elect its own chair from anong
its menbers. Meetings of the board nay be convened at the call of the
chair or by a mgjority of the nenbers.

(5 The term of each nenber of the board shall be two years and
shall be conditioned upon the nmenber retaining the official position
fromwhi ch the nenber was appoi nt ed.

Sec. 4. RCW 43.08.250 and 1997 c¢ 149 s 910 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The noney received by the state treasurer from fees, fines,
forfeitures, penalties, reinbursenents or assessnents by any court
organi zed under Title 3 or 35 RCW or chapter 2.08 RCW shall be
deposited in the public safety and educati on account which is hereby
created in the state treasury. The |legislature shall appropriate the
funds in the account to pronote traffic safety education, highway
safety, crimnal justice training, crime victins’ conpensation,
judicial education, the judicial information system the task force on
m ssing and exploited children, civil representation of indigent
persons, w nter recreation parking, and state gane progranms. During
the fiscal biennium ending June 30, 1999, the legislature my
appropriate noneys from the public safety and education account for
pur poses of appellate indigent defense, the crimnal litigation unit of
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the attorney general’s office, the treatnent alternatives to street
crimes program crinme victins advocacy progranms, justice information
network tel ecommunication planning, sexual assaul t treat ment,
operations of the office of admnistrator for the courts, security in
the common schools, crimnal justice data collection, and Washi ngton
state patrol crimnal justice activities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 3 of this act are each
added to chapter 13.60 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. The sumof ..... dol l ars, or as nmuch t her eof
as may be necessary, is appropriated from the public safety and
education account to the Wishington state patrol for the fiscal
bi enni um endi ng June 30, 2001, to carry out the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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