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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5144

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on State & Local Governnment (originally sponsored
by Senators Patterson and W nsl ey)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Relating to relocation assistance; and anending RCW
8. 26. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWS8. 26.010 and 1988 ¢ 90 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) The purposes of this chapter are:

(a) To establish a uniform policy for the fair and equitable
treatnent of persons displaced as a direct result of public works
prograns of the state and | ocal governnents in order that such persons
shall not suffer disproportionate injuries as a result of prograns
desi gned for the benefit of the public as a whole and to m nim ze the
hardshi p of displacenent on such persons;

(b) To encourage and expedite the acquisition of real property for
public works prograns by agreenents with owners, to reduce litigation
and relieve congestion in the courts, to assure consistent treatnent
for owners affected by state and | ocal prograns, and to pronote public
confidence in state and | ocal |and acquisition practices.

(2) Notwi thstanding the provisions and [imtations of this chapter
requiring a local public agency to conply with the provisions of this
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chapter, the governing body of any | ocal public agency nay el ect not to
conply with the provisions of RCW 8.26.035 through 8.26.115 in
connection with a program or project not receiving federal financial

assi stance. Any person who has the authority to acquire property by
em nent domain under state law may elect not to conply with RCW
8. 26. 180 through 8.26.200 in connection with a program or project not

receiving federal financial assistance.

(3) Any determ nation by the head of a state agency or |ocal public
agency admnistering a program or project as to paynents under this
chapter is subject to review pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW ot herw se,
no provision of this chapter nay be construed to give any person a
cause of action in any court. For such reviewthe admnistrative head
of the displacing agency shall request the appointnment of an

adm nistrative | aw judge under Title 34 RCW The adnministrative | aw

judge shall be the presiding officer of the adjudicative proceeding

held under Title 34 RCW

(4) 1f the displaced person is the prevailing party at the
adj udi cative proceeding, then he or she shall receive reasonable

attorneys’ fees and costs.

(5) Nothing in this chapter may be construed as creating in any
condemat i on proceedi ngs brought under the power of em nent domain, any
el enent of val ue or of damage not in existence i nmedi ately before March
16, 1988.

~-- END ---
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