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SENATE BI LL 5150

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MCaslin and Patterson

Read first time 01/14/1999. Referred to Committee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to county conm ssioner el ections; and anendi ng RCW
36.32. 050 and 36. 32. 0556.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.32.050 and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.32. 050 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided under subsection (2) of this section, county
comm ssioners shall be elected by the ((gual+f+ed)) registered voters
of the entire county and the person receiving the highest nunber of
votes for the office of conmm ssioner for the district in which he or
she resides shall be declared duly elected fromthat district.

(2) In a noncharter county, a ballot proposition authorizing the
el ection of each county conm ssioner by the voters of a separate county
comm ssioner district, instead of the voters of the entire county,
shall be submtted to the county voters if the board of county
conm ssioners adopts a resolution proposing the change or if a petition
proposing the change is filed with the county auditor signed by county
voters equal in nunber to at |east ten percent of the nunber of voters
residing in the county. The auditor shall certify the sufficiency of
the signatures on the petition. A ballot proposition authorizing the
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election of each county conm ssioner by the voters of a separate
comm ssioner _district shall be submtted to county voters at the next
special election date specified under RCW?29. 13. 010 occurring sixty or
nore days after the date the resolution is adopted or the petition with
sufficient valid signatures was subm tt ed.

|f the ballot proposition is approved by a sinple majority vote of
the voters voting on the proposition, each county comm ssioner shall be
elected by the voters of his or her county conm ssioner district
comencing at the next general election.

Sec. 2. RCW36.32.0556 and 1990 ¢ 252 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The comm ssioners in a five-nmenber board of county comm ssioners
shal | be elected to four-year staggered terns. Each conm ssi oner shal
reside in a separate comm ssioner district. Each comm ssioner shall be
nom nated from a separate conm ssioner district by the voters of that
district. Each shall be elected by the voters of the entire county
except as provided under RCW 36.32.050(2). Three nmenbers of a five-
menber board of conm ssioners shall constitute a quorumto do busi ness.

- END ---
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