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S-0512. 3

SENATE BI LL 5173

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Cke and Fraser

Read first tinme 01/15/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Rel ating to a Cascade foothills recreational area study; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the popul ati on of
t he Puget Sound region will grow by nore than one mllion by the year
2010, and that <current and new residents wll seek greater
opportunities for outdoor recreation within a reasonabl e di stance from
their hones. Changi ng denographics, healthier and nore active
lifestyles, and i nprovenments in recreation technology will all lead to
growi ng public demand for areas and facilities in which to recreate.
The western sl ope Cascade foothills fromthe i nternational border south
t hrough Thurston county provides a wealth of existing and potentia
outdoor recreation areas that are close to the great majority of the
ur bani zed areas of Puget Sound. Wthin this area are many public
| ands, including state park units, that may provide the nucleus for a
network of |ands accessible for dispersed recreational uses.

The legislature further finds that the Cascade foothills are hone
to many permanent residents who benefit fromthe natural resource and
lifestyle anmenities of the foothills, and that expanding recreational
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opportunities in the foothills nust be consistent with the |ong-term
sustainability of the | ocal economes. The west slope foothills also
are an integral part of the "nmountains to sound” region and provide
significant benefits to the entire region, including watershed
protection, wldlife habitat, flood damage reduction, and scenic
values. A review of outdoor recreational needs and opportunities in
the foothills should be consistent with protection of these functions
and val ues.

This act has two purposes. The first is to recognize the
significant outdoor recreation potential of this area by designating
the Cascade foothills recreation area as an area of state-w de
i nportance for its recreational, scenic, natural, and cul tural val ues.
The second is to create the Cascade foothills comm ssion to study and
make recommendati ons for creating greater recreational opportunities on
public lands within this area, and to pronote greater intergovernnental
and public and private coordination anong managers of outdoor
recreation lands and facilities.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout sections 3 through 5 of this act unless the context clearly
requires otherw se.

(1) "Cascade foothills" means the public lands within the Cascade
range and drainages |ying between five hundred and two thousand feet
above nmean sea level, and located within the counties of Whatcom
Skagit, Snohom sh, King, Pierce, and Thurston. This does not include
public |l ands that are devoted to devel oped, nonrecreational uses such
as buildings, parking |lots, and equi pnment storage facilities.

(2) "Comm ssion"” nmeans the Cascade foothills comm ssion.

(3) "Counties" includes the counties of Whatcom Skagit, Snohom sh,
Ki ng, Pierce, and Thurston.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The legislature hereby designates the
"Cascade foothills recreation area,” which shall enconpass generally
the Cascade foothills. The area is designated solely to guide the
study responsibilities of the Cascade foothills comm ssion and the
state agencies participating in the study.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) There is created the Cascade foothills
comm ssion. The conmm ssion shall be conposed of nineteen nenbers as
fol | ows:

(a) A total of six nenbers, one being appointed by each of the
governi ng bodi es of the six counties conprising the conservation area,;

(b) The chair of the Washington parks and recreati on comm ssion,
serving ex officio;

(c) The conm ssioner of public lands, or the comm ssioner’s
desi gnee, serving ex officio;

(d) The supervisor of the M. Baker/ Snoqual m e national forest, or
such ot her representative of federal |and nmanagi ng agencies within the
foothills area designated by such agenci es;

(e) Two nenbers of the senate, one from each nmjor caucus,
appoi nted by the president of the senate;

(f) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, one from each
maj or caucus, appointed by the co-speakers; and

(g) Six nenbers appoi nted by the governor fromthe public at |arge,
to provide the conmssion with a diversity of experience and views
regardi ng recreational uses of public lands in the Cascade foothills.

(2) The comm ssion shall review and nake recomendati ons on the
exi sting and future outdoor recreational needs and opportunities in the
Cascade foothills, recognizing the i nportant functions and val ues t hat
are provided by these | ands. This shall include wldlife habitat,
wat ershed protection, flood danmage protection, scenic enjoynent, and
econom c uses, as well as the neans by which nore effective use of
existing public lands in the foothills, assisted by wlling private
provi ders of outdoor recreation facilities, may serve to neet these
needs. To this end the study shoul d incl ude:

(a) An assessnment of the existing and the twenty-year growth
projection for recreational demand of the population residing within
one-hour driving time from the Cascade foothills. Thi s assessnent
shal |l include the types of recreational uses anticipated, denographic
projects of recreational users, and developed facilities needed to
serve such uses;

(b) An inventory of existing facilities and | ands accessible for
recreational use wthin the Cascade foothills;

(c) Areviewof existing local, regional, state, federal, private,
and nongovernnental nonprofit entities providing outdoor recreation
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facilities within the Cascade foothills and their coordination in
nmeeti ng public outdoor recreation demand;

(d) Areview of state lands within the Cascade foothills that my
be managed principally or in part for outdoor recreation uses as a unit
of a Cascade foothills state park, and recommendations for
transitioning to such managenent;

(e) An assessnent of existing wildlife and conservation functions
and val ues to use in evaluating the potential conpatibility of proposed
recreational uses and activities;

(f) Recommendations for a regional entity to pronote expanded
outdoor recreation opportunities within the Cascade foothills, in
coordination with an expanded state park system within the Cascade
foothills; and

(g) Methods to fund local, regional, and state outdoor recreation
prograns and facilities within the Cascade foothills.

(3) Using existing staff, the parks and recreati on comm ssion and
the i nteragency conm ttee for outdoor recreation shall provide staffing
assistance to the commssion. In addition, the departnent of natural
resources and counties within the Cascade foothills may offer staffing
assistance to the comm ssion. The interagency commttee shall make
avai lable information from the public lands inventory to assist the
commission in identifying public lands within the Cascade foothills.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) In conducting the study in section 4 of
this act, the comm ssion shall consult with the governi ng bodi es of the
counties and cities wwthin the Cascade foothills area. The conmm ssion
shall hold its neetings within or in the imediate vicinity of the
Cascade foothills. Such neetings shall be open to the public and
provi de maxi mum opportunity for public participation.

(2) The comm ssion shall provide aninitial work plan and budget to
the fiscal and parks conmmttees of the senate and house of
representatives by Cctober 1, 1999. A final report and recommendati ons
shal | be provided no | ater than Decenber 15, 2000.

~-- END ---
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